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$8.95 

#1005 — SPECIAL FORCES. Living by 
chance, loving by choice, killing by 
profession. Black. $8.95 
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COMMAND 

GUIDANCE 


O VER the last eleven years I’ve 
asked a great deal from my 
readers: support for anti¬ 

communist movements around the 
world; defending our right to keep 
and bear arms; backing local law 
enforcement; pushing for a strong 
national defense. 

Aside from encouraging active 
participation in these issues. I’ve 
asked for help in more tangible 
ways: donating money and equip¬ 
ment to Soldier of Fortune Maga¬ 
zine’s El Salvador/Nicaragua De¬ 
fense Fund, Refugee Relief Inter¬ 
national and Afghan Freedom 
Fighters Fund. Assisting indi¬ 
viduals in need has also been a top 
priority — like helping out the 
family of Buzz 
Sawyer, the pilot who 
was killed while flying 
a contra resupply mis¬ 
sion last October. 

This extraordinary 
support has shown me 
that my readers are 
some of the real un¬ 
sung heroes of this 
world. It has also in¬ 
spired me to try to do 
more to further 
Soldier of Fortune 
Magazine’s political 
causes, such as serving on the 
Board of Directors of the National 
Rifle Association, sending training 
teams to El Salvador and Hon¬ 
duras and continuing our efforts to 
bring home Americans still held 
prisoner in Southeast Asia. This 
added workload is a responsibility 
1 accept without second thought or 
regret, and which I never take 
lightly. 

However, the bottom line for the 
future success of Soldier of For¬ 
tune Magazine and its special proj¬ 
ects is a satisfied readership. 
That’s why I’m asking for your help 
again. 

It’s not a difficult request, but it 
is an important one. 1 need to hear 
what you think of the magazine. 


Your input in the form of letters to 
the editor has always helped shape 
our editorial policies and affected 
our decisions on what to print — 
and what to leave out. But 1 also 
realize that many people with good 
suggestions don’t have time to sit 
down and write us. 

That’s why I’ve included a brief 
READER SURVEY in this issue. 
You’ll see it again in the future. By 
completing the enclosed question¬ 
naire on page 3,1 you can let me 
know what you think, not Just of the 
current issue, but of the magazine 
overall. If you’re unhappy about 
what you’re getting every month, 
now’s the time to sound off. If you 
like what you see, let me know that, 
too. Whatever you 
have to say, please let 
me hear it. My readers’ 
interests come first — 
I trust your opinions. 

What’s in it for you? 
First of all. I’ll report 
back to you soon on 
what the survey had 
to say and what I in¬ 
tend to do about it. 
Secondly, you’ll 
probably see some 
changes due to your 
having helped us get 
a clearer sense of what you want 
to read and what you don’t. In the 
end, we’ll all get a better maga¬ 
zine. 

You’re in control now. I’m giv¬ 
ing you the chance to be ‘*king for 
a day” by making the kinds of de¬ 
cisions my editors and I usually 
make. Join in on our editorial pro¬ 
cess that decides what your hard- 
earned money buys every month. 
Give all of us here at Soldier of 
Fortune a piece of your mind. 1 
guarantee your input will make a 
difference. 

So take a few minutes and put 
yourself in the editor’s seat. Com¬ 
plete the enclosed survey and mail 
it back to me. Your opinion counts. 
And I appreciate your help. ^ 
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JUST FOR KICKS 

The Art of Fighting with Your Feel 

by Keith Yates 

KICKS! The equalizers of the martial 
arts. The ability to fight with your feet 
gives you extra reach and power to 
vanquish a larger, stronger oppo- 
nenl Now you can develop the 
techniques necessary to master this 
powerful yet graceful art One thing’s 
for sure—it’s just for kicks! 5% x BV 2 , 
softcover. 148 photos, illus., 120 pp. 

$10.00 


LONG-RANGE PATROL OPERATIONS 

Reconnaissance, Combat, and Special Operations 

by James W. (Jim) England, Master Seargeant, U.S. Army (Ret) 

A highly versatile and deadly force, the LRP, or long-range reconnaissance patrol, must 
Infiltrate deep into enemy territory to obtain intelligence info, disrupt operations, commit 
sabotage and throw sand into the gears of the enemy’s war machine. And Long-Range 
Patrol Operations reveals how it is done. Of interest to the military buff as well as the soldier 
and military strategist, this comprehensive resource—the most comprehensive text on LRP 
available anywhere—also contains the more unique aspects of the deep-penetration nature 
of LRP ops in today’s combat environment Intelligence acquisitions; raids and ambushes; 
Insertion and extraction ops; personnel training; communications; weapons and equipment; 
air, naval and artillery fire support; tactics; and operation scenarios are Just some of the 
topics detailed here. 8 V 2 x 11, softcover, illus., 336 pp. $14.95 


THE 

MlM-14 

THE PLINKER. 
HUNTER. ASSAULT. 
AND EVERNTHINC. 
ELSE RIFLE 


THEMINh14 

The Plinker, Hunter, Assault, and 
Everything Else Rifle 

by Duncan Long 

The MinM4 is the most versatile 
modern rifle, used by homeowners, 
hunters, survivalists, law enforce¬ 
ment agencies, and military forces. 
An infinite number of Mini-14s may 
be constructed with the many mar¬ 
keted accessories. Here is the Mini- 
14's history, model specifications, 
and much more. 5Vi x SVi, softcover. 
58 photos, 120 pp. $10.00 



THE RESCUERS: THE WORLD’S TOP 
ANTI-TERRORIST UNITS 
by Leroy Thompson 
No one—and no country—Is im¬ 
mune to terrorism anymore. And 
that’s where hostage rescue units 
(HRUs) come in. The FIRST and 
ONLY book on HRUs, The Rescuers 
covers the training, ops, weapons 
and equipment of 50+ units. Five 
classic rescues bring to life a unit’s 
anti-terror!St tactics. 5'A x 8'A, hard¬ 
cover, photos, glossary, index, 
240 pp. $17.95 


COMBAT 

SURVIVAL 


COURSE NOTES 


COMBAT SURVIVAL 
An extremely useful, completeman- 
ual on physical and combat survi¬ 
val. training and tactics. Contains 
rare info on evading and silencing 
guard dogs, sabotage, intelligence 
gathering, survival navigation,primi¬ 
tive medicine, evasion and escape, 
animal traps and much more! 8V^ x 
11, softcover. illus.. 160 pp. $14.95 



SCREW UNTO OTHERS 
Revenge Tacb’cs for All Occasions 
Watch out! The Master Trickster is 
back with over 140 mischievous tac¬ 
tics custom-designed for that special 
someone who has made your life 
miserable. This revenge manual 
shows how to use technology, ma¬ 
nure, newspapers, and more to help 
you savor your vengeance and leave 
you chortling! Choose your victim 
with care ... then give him hell! For 
entertainment purposes only! 5% x 
BVt. hardcover. 240 pp. $14.95 



NINJA MIND CONTROL 

by Ashida Kim 

Achieve mastery over your own 
mind and possess the key that un¬ 
locks the secrets of the cosmos. Kim 
reveals the meditation, breathing 
and kujhkiri exercises that enable 
you to cultivate and directyour chi— 
and tune into the minds of others. 
Control the outcome of every en¬ 
counter through mind reading, 
suggestion and sleight-of-hand 
fighting techniques. 5Vi x 8%. soft- 
cover, 71 photos. 152 pp. $10.00 
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MAKE ’EM PAY 

Ultimate Revenge Techniques from 
the Master Trickster 
Want to see your enemies grovel at 
your feet? The meanest man in the 
world and author of the infamous Get 
Even brings you more dirty tricks, 
schemes, scams and stunts. Getting 
back at a landlord, politician, sales¬ 
man. utility, restaurant, or super¬ 
market is a cinch with over 130 
creatively nasty techniques. For 
entertainment purposes onlyl 5*A x 
8Vi, hardcover. 224 pp. $14,95 



US ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
MEDICAL HANDBOOK 
The U.S. Army Special Forces are 
known to train the world’s most 
accomplished medics, and this book 
is the reason why. Comprehensive 
info covers disease diagnosis and 
treatment, emergency war surgery 
and paramedical skills, pediatrics, 
obstetrics, orthopedics, emergency 
dental treatment and more. 414 x 7. 
softcover, Illus., weatherproof cover. 
400 pp. $14.95 



GET EVEN; 

The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 
A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big busi¬ 
ness, government and enemies. 
More sophisticated and involved 
tricks are included, such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and political dirty tricksters. Over 80 
sections present dirty tricks ranging 
from the simple to the elaborate. For 
entertainment only! 5% x 814, herd- 
cover, 192pp. $14.95 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 
by Lee Lapin 

Get the goods on others like they’re getting the goods on 
vou with this encyclopedia of advanced investigative and 
surveillance techniques. Called ’’possibly the most dan¬ 
gerous book," this book tells how to get any info you want 
about whomever you want—and how they (including Big 
Bro) ere getting into your private info. Here are expert ways 
to secretly bug any target, over 100 sources for equipment 
and superspy systems, lockpick technology, how poly¬ 
graphs and voice lie detectors can be tricked, counter¬ 
measure equipment, and much, much more. Your peace of 
mind is worth the price of this book! 8% x 11. softcover. 
Illus.. 264 pp _$30.00 




AUTOMATICS; FAST FIREPOWER, 
TACTICAL SUPERIORITY 

by Duncan Lang 

Combat pistols. Hideaways. Target 
pistols. They're ail covered here. 
Find out how to pick the best pistol 
for you. Included are the pluses and 
minuses of dozens of pistols, rec¬ 
ommendations for the best ammo 
for various calibers, speciFications, 
field-stripping procedures and ac¬ 
cessories info. 8V4 X 11, softcover, 
168 pp.. photos. $14.95 


TERRORISM 

its Gojifs, Its Targets, Its Methods 
THE SOLUTIONS 
by Michael Connor 

What makes the terrorist tick? In this first truly comprehen¬ 
sive effort to formulate answers to the terrorist threaL anti¬ 
terrorist consultant Michael Connor tells you how the ter¬ 
rorist picks his targets, where he gets the wherewithal 
(both financial and technological) to carry out his mission, 
and what precautions the individual can take to minimize 
the risk of becoming a target. Should all else fail and you 
are at a terrorist's mercy, Connor tells you what to do if 
you're on a hijacked aircraft or receive a mail bomb. 514 x 
814, hardcover. 272 pp $17.95 
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OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 

RAGNAR’S TEN BEST TRAPS .. 

. $ 8.00 

BULL’S-EYE: CROSSBOWS 


KEEP ’EM ALIVE: THE BODY¬ 


BY RAGNAR BENSON. 

.$ 8.00 

GUARD’S TRADE. 

. $10.00 

COMPLETE BOOK OF COMBAT 

BOUNTY HUNTER. 

. S1D.00 

HANDGUNNING. 

$14.95 

DEAD CLIENTS DON’T 


MAKING SPIES: A TALENT 


PAY. 

. $10.00 

SPOTTER’S HANDBOOK ... > 

S16.9S 

SEAT THE ODDS: TIPS FOR 


THE COMBAT SHOTGUN AND 


DAY-TO-DAY SURVIVAL... 

. $10.00 

SUBMACHINE GUN. 

$14.95 

SOUTH AFRICAN ANTI¬ 


SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONAL 

TERRORIST OPERATIONS 


TECHNIQUES. 

$14.95 

MANUAL. 

. $15.00 

NO SECOND CHANCE! 


OBTAINING YOUR PRIVATE 


DISARMING THE ARMED 
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ASSAILANT... 

$12.00 

LICENSE .. . 

. $ 8.00 

SOVIET AIRBORNE FORCES... 

.$ 8.00 
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AFRICAN MERC COMBAT 


FIGHTING .. 

. $12.00 

MANUAL... 

$15.00 
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The Survivor is a quality emergency survival knife/kit that will make itself 
' useful anytime, whether you’re a hunter, fisherman, camper or just to 
haws around the house. With the Survivor you can catch a fish, cut 
wood, start a fire, hunt for small animals, administer minor first aid, and 
get your bearings. The Survivor.. .with it you’ll always feel protected. 


More of what you want in a Survival Knife/Kit, 

sharp 420 stainless blade. Rigid ^eath with 
sharpening stone has a special comparlment that 
can be used as a signal mirror, hiolds a siingshct 
band (doubles as a tourniquet) and a small fishing 
harpoon with a can and bottle cap opener. In the 
AVz” aluminum hollow handle you will find a liquid 
filled compass, morse code list, matches, adhesive 
bandages, small scalpel, flint, pencil, needles, nylon 
line, fishhooks, sinker and safety pins. 

SPECIAL PRICE! 

»24®5each i47S®FO?Tw5-1i| 


WIRE CUTTCR 


EASTERN TIME 

Monday-FrMoy 7:30 A.M. until 0:00 P.M. 
Saturday S;30 A.M. until 2:30 P.M. 


Knifeco 

RO. Box 5271 
Hialeah Lakes, FL 33014 

Please send me: 

□ 1 Survivor Knife @ $24.95 plus $3.00 shipping & handling. 
□ 2 Survivor Knives @ $47.95 plus $3.00 shipping & handling. 
Florida Residents add 5% tax. Orders out of USA $8.00 shipping & handling. 
Specify: □ Olive Drab handle and sheath. □ Black handle and sheath. 
Charge my □ MasterCard □ Visa □ Am. Express □ Check enclosed □ Money Order 


r * SLlNO SHOT 

I Satisfaction Guarantaad. Just raturn unuaad within 2 waaka with all parts In original 
r packaga for refund. 

I To order by mall, uaa coupon or separata, sheet. Malt^ayvnant or credit card 

I Information with expiration dafe, card number and elgnatura. ' ^ 

i toi^, No C.O.D. Orders ^ ^ ’ 

Kn iC@co 

P.O.^ox ^271 : 

Hialeah-Calf.^, 

ifs#' 


Credit Card No. 


Expiration Date 


Authorized Signature 

Name _ 

Address_ 

City _ 


Phone 






















F rom Managua 
TO 

MANCHESTER... 

Sirs: 

Over here in the UK 
we have a number of 
extreme left-wing local 
city councils. 

Manchester, in the 
northwest of England, is 
one of them and is now 
heavily involved in 
supporting the 
Sandinistas. Not only 
have they organized a 
“carnival'* in 
Manchester with such 
“peace-loving” groups 
as the British 
Communist Party and 
the Anglo-Korean 
(North) Friendship 
Society, but they have 
also linked the city with 
a town in Nicaragua. 

Now, however, they 
have gone over the top 
and have sent a 
five-person delegation to 
the town of Puerto 
Cabezas, as a mark of 
solidarity with the town, 
which is under 
“constant contra 
attack.” 

The only saving grace 
is that these Marxist 
apologists have been 
subject to severe 
criticism locally, which I 
hope the readers of 
SOF are aware of, 
should the Sandinistas 
try to claim that the 
delegation is just one 
more example of 
“international solidarity” 
for their repressive 
regime. 

Anthony David 
Jones 

Ashton u Lyne, 
England 




T aiwan 

JUMP.,. 

Sirs: 

A very special thanks to Colonel Brown, Major 
Donovan and the SOF staff for making the Taiwan 
jump and tour a huge success. It exceeded all my 
expectations. I also wrote to Mike Epstein 
expressing my thanks for his part in putting the trip 
together. 

I wish I could convey my sincere thanks to the 
officials and military personnel of the Republic of 
China for their warm and royal welcome. Thank 
you again for your extra efforts and a superb trip, 
Hope to see you on the next jump. 

Eugene L. Plastino 
Plantation, Florida 

Don*t miss next month's issue — SOF will give you 
the unexpurgated inside story of the recent Taiwan 
jump. 



S EEING THE 

RIGHT LIGHT... 

Sirs: 

I was quite pleased to read David 
Horowitz’s article “From Left to 
Right” in the January issue: It 
indicates another former radical is 
finally coming to his senses. I would 
very much appreciate your 
permission to reproduce this article 
and distribute it to my Social Theory 
classes. Communism needs to be 
viewed in practice as well as theory: 
Inevitably the practice of 
communism brings out the most 
sordid elements of humanity, 
Brendan F.J. Furnish 
Professor and Chair, Social 
Science Division 
Westmont College 
Santa Barbara, California 

I say hooray to David Horowitz on 
an outstanding article. One day, 
others who have been used by the 
left for the support of communism 
will see the light also. Communism 
isn’t an economic system in which 
factories and farms are owned in 
common by the workers, but merely 
a system which is suppressive and 
intimidating and which kills many 
people whom it is imposed on, 

I think we should eill send a copy 
of David Horowitz’s article to our 
congressmen in Washington, D.C., 
to remind them that this is a system 
we must stop from spreading. 

I’ve always bought SOF at my 
local bookstore, but now, because of 
Horowitz’s story. I’ll subscribe to 
SOF and am also contributing funds 
to the freedom fighters. 

Keith A. Lawson, D.A.V. 

Lake Havasu City, Arizona 


H eartbreak 

RIDGE... 

Sirs: 

I have just finished reading your 
article on Clint Eastwood’s movie 
“Heartbreak Ridge” [SOF, January 
’87]. I’m surprised at how little you 
know about the movie. First off, the 
guitar player is not named String, as 
you say, but Stitch. Also, when Tom 
Highway, the Top and their sergeant 
went up Heartbreak Ridge, they 
were in the 23rd Infantry Division. 
They joined the Marines later. 

Your story did have some great 
photos, though, and I will still buy 
SOF. 

Mark Walker 
Stem, North Carolina 
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I am a usually enthusiastic reader 
of SOF and have been for several 
years, but now you’re losing some 
credibility with me. I read James 
Pate’s review of “Heartbreak Ridge” 
and then went to see the movie. I 
was sure I had seen a different 
movie than Pate had. First, Tom 
Highway does not return to “the 
'=5ame recon unit where he started, 
this time as an instructor.” He 
returns as the platoon sergeant. 

Secondly, the film does not credit 
the Marine Corps with the victory at 
Heartbreak Ridge. The sergeant 
major clearly states that he and 
Highway were in the 23rd Infantry 
at Heartbreak and joined the USMC 
after the war. 

Keep up the good work, but let’s 
get accurate. 

1st Lt Edward Kertis 

27th En. Bn. 

Fort Bragg, North Carolina 

No, our reviewer didn't use the 
screening of ''Heartbreak Ridge” as 
an opportunity to catch up on his 
sleep! Looking back at James Pate's 
story, you'll notice that he says he 
saw the him last summer, before it 
had been edited, and that "we 
won't know until it gets to the box 
office what changes, if any, were 
made in the final version. ” The 
reference to Highway and his 
buddies being in the Army at 
Heartbreak Ridge was added late, 
after Eastwood was publicly criticized 
for his original plan to credit that 
victory largely to the Marines. So, if 


you think you saw "a different 
movie than Pate had, ” it's because 
he saw a rough cut of the him, not 
the hnal version. 

Pate adds that he used the words 
"instructor” and "platoon sergeant” 
synonymously, but realizes it could 
have caused confusion. 


M GARAND... 

Sirs: 

I’m having a great time shooting 
my Ml Garand rifle, but now that 
I’ve gone bang-bang with all of my 
surplus ammo and similarly depleted 
my stock of PMC, I’m faced with a 
few questions. What do I reload for 
it? Should I use cannelured bullets? 
What, if any, ball powders are 
appropriate for the Ml? Are there 
any lubricants you would 
recommend specifically for the 
Garand? 

Just how often should my weapon 
be detail-stripped? I have heard that 
frequent detail-stripping can affect 
the fit and tolerances of the gas 
system and other critical areas. Any 
thoughts on the “Tanker” 
modification kit? 

I always look forward to Peter 
Kokalis’ weapons reviews and 
feature articles. Thanks for the 
continued good work! 

Richard A. Rivera 
Lakewood, California 

Technical Editor Peter G Kokalis 


writes: recommend the Sierra 

168-gr. .308 International Hollow 
Point bullet in front of 45 to 47 
grains of IMR 4895 propellent 
Maximum is 47.4 grains, so 
approach with caution. Stay away 
from ball powders and cannelured 
bullets. 

"There is no better lubricant than 
PARR All Weather Weapons Lube 
(PARR, Inc, Dept SOF, 5151 
Denison Ave., Cleveland, OH 
44102). Use it sparingly on all the 
reciprocating parts. 

"There is no need to fear cleaning 
the Ml Garand thoroughly after use. 
As you must enter the bore on this 
rifle from the muzzle end, use a 
cleaning rod with a guide to prevent 
excessive wear of the rifling and 
muzzle crown. 

" 'Tanker' Garands were never 
issued. Several prototypes were 
fabricated during WWII, but the 
project was terminated without type 
classihcation. Performance and 
reliability are less than acceptable in 
this configuration. ” 


I NDISCREET 
REPORTING?... 

Sirs: 

This letter is directed to your 
correspondents and the editors who 
approve their stories. The 
September ’86 article “Afghan 
Attack” contains photographs and a 
map of mujahideen camps and 
bases. I feel this could compromise 
their safety. 

Your magazine is read by 
Russians here in the U.S. They have 
a staff of people whose purpose is to 
read every news magazine printed 
each week. The photographs from 
“Afghan Attack” were undoubtedly 
sent to the KGB. I feel this kind of 
reporting threatens any freedom 
fighter. 

Ralph Sloane 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

As is the case with all of our 
reportage of guerrilla warfare, the 
photos in "Afghan Attack” were at 
least several months old by the time 
they were published in SOF. Since 
guerrillas are always on the move, 
locations of several months ago are 
not of much use to the enemy. Also, 
in all such cases, one has to try to 
strike a balance between secrecy 
and telling the story so that the 
"outside world” knows about the 
struggle and can be mobilized in 
support. 
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SPIUMS SJUJ; 


HEADWEAR 


□ Jungle Hats - US Military Issue • 

■ Brass Screened _ ■ Chin Strap 

Eyelets 


- MILITARY GOODS CATALOG - 


CANTEEN COVER 



a' 


TtiesQ "Goonle Hats" ^ ■ Cartridge Holder Hat Band 

are the real thing!! (except Dessert Camo) 

Choose between; 

□ Woodland pattern camouflage. Gl ripstop: 10G‘< cotton as used in 

Vietnam Genuine Gl . S14.00/each. 

□ Wdodland Pattern camo, army’s latest Issue; 50% cotton^50% 

ton Genuine Gi.S12.25/each. 

_ Desert camouflage; just issued to the U.S. Rapid Deployment 
Forces. 50% cotton/50% nylon: Genuine Gl.SI 4.00/each. 

□ Olive Drab (00) Green; 100% cotton Gl ripstop as used in early 

Vietnam. Genuine Gl...SI 2.25/each. 

3 Khaki |tan)-tOG collonnpslop'iitarietomiIilaiyspecsi...S12.25/each. 
The following jungle hats are our finest quality commercially made 
copies at S7.00/each. Select: LI Woodland Camoullage Pattern 

L(7V4);XL(7%). 0 Black 


□ US Navy Style Commander's 
Cap with'Scrambled 
Egg' Visor- 

This cap features a mesh back 
and fully adjustable headband ^ 
to (it all heads comfortably. 

Choose; Navy Blue or 
Black S5.75/each. 


□ Gl USMC Fatigue Hat 

Specify; Woodland Camo or Olive Orab 
(OD) Green. S.M.L.XL S5.95/each 



□ Black Commando 
Dog Tag Set - 

^ (A Kaufman’s Exclusive); 2 61 stainless 

sFeet tags, specially treated to be non glare flat black plus 2 
black (4" and 24"} ball chains . .S5.00/set. 

□ Regulation Gl Dog Tags - 

set Of 2 Painless steel tags and 2 (fi_ 

stainless chains (4‘ ‘ and 24") .$3.OO/S0t. 

Want us to print them? WE’LL PRINT ANYTHING up to 6 lines and 15 
spaces per line. 

□ Printing . .. only $1.00 per tag ($2.00 per set). 

IMPRINTING ORDERS BY TELEPHONE. g 


^ u printing. 

PLEASE. NO OOG TAG IMPRINT 


■ 6 Pockets 
(Thigh Pockets 
Are Bellowed) 


Athletic Bundeswehr 
Tank Top - 


ThKe light-weight 100% cot¬ 
ton tank tops are genuine issue 
to the West German military 
troops to wear during physical 
training exercises. "Bunde¬ 
swehr" (the name of the West 
German Army) is proudly em¬ 
broidered above their crest on the 
front of the shirt. This comlor- 
table. cool. European tank top is 
stylish, avant-garde, and perfect 
to wear while working out or re¬ 
laxing in the summer sun. Brand 

Sizes; XS. S, M, L, XL 
Choose; White, or Black 
shirt .M 1.95/Bach: 

2 for <23.00. 


□ Angle Head Flashlite-^^ 

This Is the heavy duty olive *'* <41 

drab plastic flashlight issued to all military units. 

The flashlight is waterproof, non-glare and features 4 
different lenses which can be easily installed or 
removed, ft can clip onto (he belt or suspender 
tor hands free operation; operates on 2 
standard 0 cell batteries and comes 
, complete with a spare bulb. Brand 
)t\ new. sold In the 61 box. 
r yV Specify: OHvo Orab (00) 

Green or Black . 

TA \ S6-50/oach: 

2 (or SI2.25. 



All In-Stock 
Items Shipped Within 
24 Hours. 


SATISFACTION 

GUARANTEED 



Tel US your chest, heighi, 
and waist measurements 
when ordering. Choose from: 

] Woodland Pattern Camouflage - 
50% cotton/50% nylon. Army’s latest 
issue; Brand New 
Specify; Jacket or Pants 



.S30.00/each: 

S59.00/sel 


G Hot Weather, 100S Cotton Ripstop Woodland 
Camouflage Pattern - latest issue to all US services 
for hot weather use. Regular lengths only. 

..... S30.0r 


Adjustable Cuffs 


CALL FOR 
DISCOUNT PRICES 


Specify: Jacket or Pants 


0.00/each; S59.00/set. 


Drawstring 
Cuffs ' 


ORDER TOLL FREE 
1 - 800 ^ 545^0933 

9 to 7 Mountain Time 


— ATHLETIC CAMOUFLAGE 


□ Camouflage T-Shirts - 

50% cotton/50% polyester. Choose from; 

□ Woodland Crew (Round) Neck 

□ Tiger Stripe Crew (Round) Neck 

□ Desert Pattern Crew (Round) Neck Vi 


Specify Size: S, M, L, XL ... .$7.00/each; 

or any 3 shirts tor $18.00. 

□Jogging Shorts- 

50% ootton/50% potyester 
Sizes are from S to XL. 

Tell us your waist size 

when ordering .. .$6.50/each. 

U Woodland Camouflage Pattern 
□ Desert Camouflage Pattern 
3 Olive Drab (00) Green 


□ Day Desert Pattern Camouftage - 50% cotton/50% nylon. Latest 

issue to Airborne Troops of the f^id Development Force, Brand New. 
Specify: Jacket or Pants . . $32.00/each: $63.00/set. 

□ OIhre Drab (00) Green - 100% cotton, ripstop: as used in early Viet¬ 
nam. Current Gl manufacture, Brand New. 

Specify; Jacket or Pants.S30.QQ/each; $59.00/set. 

□ Solid Black - a favorite of SWAT teams, these fatigues were manufac¬ 
tured in the US by a government contractor to military specs. 50% cot¬ 
ton/50% nylon. Regular lengths only (no tongs). 

Specify; Jacket or Pants.S32.00/each; S63.00/set. 

□ Tiger Stripe Pattern Camouflage • Commercial Manufacture - these 
are made by a US Government contractor to military specs. The tiger 
stripe pattern is true. Regular lengths only (no longs). 

Spedfy; Jacket or Pants.S32.00/eaGh; $63.00/set. 

□ Urban Camouflage Pattern - 50% cotton/50% polyester, made to 
gov’t specs, the pattern is identical to the Gl woodland but the colors are 
black, grays and white. Regular lengths only. 

Specify; Jacket or Pants.$32.00/each; S63.00/set. 


Long Lingmi > add S3.00 pants or jacket: $5.75/set. 


— KAUFMAN’S EXCLUSIVE — 


□Elite Co mmando T-Shirts- 






SHIPPING 


Please include appropriate shipping costs from chart below with each 
order. Amounts shown include costs of postage, packaging, insurance 
and handling.' 

Orders up to $10.00 $3 00 

Orders from $10.01 to 20.00 3.75 

Orders from $20.01 to 35.00 4 50 

Orders from $35.01 to 50.00 5.25 

Orders from $50.01 to 70.00 6.25 

Orders from $70.01 to 90.00 7.25 

Orders over $90.00 6.00 

Canadian Orders-Send Double Amount Indicated. 


2 color silkscreen (never a rubbery iron-on) on finest quality shirts 
you'll be ground of. Another Kaufman’s Exclusive: 

□Special Forces—grey shirt, (50% cotton/50% polyester) black and 
white design. 

□Airbome/Ranger—black shirt (100% cotton) red and white design. 
□Marine flecon—red shirt (100% cotton) gold and white design. 
Specify size (S.M.L,XL) $7.95/eaGh 


WHEN IN NEW YORK CITY VM OUR 
ORIGINAL STORE AT319 W.42NO ST., 
NEAi TIMES SQUARE. 

(PRICES MAY VARY AT NYC STORE) 




ARMY&NAVY GOODS 

We’re America’s Army and Navy Store!! 

ORDER TOLL FREE-1-800-545-0933 

(505) 293-2300 

Dept. A-304 1660 Eubank NE Albuquerque NM 87112 


CAMOUFLAGE 


Camouflage Face Paint - 

Each metal lube contains 2 colors of facepaint which can be easily 
removed with soap and water. Current military issue. 

Choose; Woodland Camo (green & loam); desert camo (light green & 
sand); snow camo (white & loam). .$3.00/tube; 3 tubes lor S8.Q0 



Commando Camouflage 
Headnet - Spandoflage - 


Expandable camouflage mesh fils comfortably on any size head. Cool in 
summer, warm in winter, this revolutionary new mesh material can be 
cut (but will not unravel) to form eye-holes for the comfort of eyeglass 
wearers. 

Choose: Woodland Camouflage. Desert Camouflage or 

Solid Black. .... S5.75/each: 2 lor SI 1.25 













































































S OUND OFF 
TOSOF... 

We here at Soldier 
of Fortune know why 
we are so committed 
to producing this 
magazine each 
month. In this world 
there is clearly a 
need for SOF, and 
there is no other 
magazine like it. 
What we would like 
to know more about 
is why so many 
different kinds of 
people — like you — 
read our magazine 
month after month 
for so many different 
reasons. Now you 
can tell us. On page 
31 of this issue is an 
SOF Wants You! 
form for you to 
complete. Fill it out, 
fold it up and mail it 
to us. Thanks. 


H onor 

ROLL... 

El Salvador/Nicaragua 
Defense Fund 
contributors: 

Robert Bell, Mark 
Sisson, Michael S. Bilson, 
Mike McPike, James H.F. 
Gunn, Keith Lawson, 
Jeffrey Johnston, Patrick 
J. Greene, Marty 
Shlechter. 

Refugee Relief 
International, Inc.: 

In memory of those 
who died in the crash of 
the C123 in Nicaragua, 
Giles Small. 

Afghan Freedom 
Fighters Fund: 

James H.F. Gunn, 
Wayne Morrison. 

Numerous donors 
requested their name not 
be printed. 


1987 Soldier of 
Fortune Convention 
Information and 
registration on page 
93. 


BULLETIN 
BOARD'^ 




Watch out for Nick Emmanouilides. He’s armed 
with energy and experience and he’s on the 
loose out there, plugging away as Soldier of 
Fortune's new field man in advertising sales and 
industry relations. He’s also a serious shooter — 
that modest trophy parked under his arm in the 
photo above is but one of many he’s taken 
home. Nick came to SOF from California, where 
he’s been a member of the Southwest Pistol 
League for seven years, serving more than five 
years on its Board of Directors, two years as 
assistant director and two years as promotions 
manager. He served on the Steel Challenge 
Natch Organization Committee for five years, 
being one of the key persons responsible for 
making the match purse grow from $20,000 in 
1981 to almost $300,000 last year. Nick is a 
member of the Combat West Pistol Club and 
has competed in more than 130 matches in his 
career, shooting virtually the entire spectrum of 
weapons in competition. He’s worked in sales 
and sales management since 1970, and he’s 
been a serious follower of SOF since our first 
year of publication. 


R eturn fire 

ON “PLATOON”... 

This month’s issue features coverage of 
“Platoon,” a movie as controversial as the war it 
depicts. On page 80 we tell you what we think of 
this movie. But what do you think? If you served in 
Vietnam and have seen “Platoon,” please send us 
your comments for publication in an upcoming 
issue. Preference will be given to those who served 
in Marine or Army infantry. Please limit your 
comments to one typewritten page (about 100 
words) and be sure to include your name, rank, unit 
served with in Vietnam and dates of service in 
Vietnam. Send your comments to Soldier of 
Fortune Magazine, Attn: “Platoon,” P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. 


A lpha 34 ops 

INFO NEEDED... 

SOF wants to contact any 
Vietnamese who participated in 
Alpha 34 operations in North 
Vietnam, especially those who 
were captured and subsequently 
released. Write SOF, Dept. Alpha 
34, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 
80306. 


R eunions and 

ANNOUNCEMENTS... 
Organizers are seeking volunteers, 
ideas, suggestions and/or donations 
to help put together ’Nam Fest 
’87, tentatively scheduled for May 
1987 in Dallas, Texas. Interested 
persons should write or call: Stan 
Hall, 811 Barnes St., McKinney, 
TX 75069, (214) 542-6095. 

The 46th Seabees Reunion will 
be held 6-8 May in Ft. Worth, 
Texas. For information or for 
directions to the bulldozer parking 
area, contact: Mary HolUway, 

1833 N.W. 11th, Oklahoma 
City, OK 73106. 

Reunion for “The Wild Ones,” 
3/60th Infantry, 9th Infantry 
Division, who served in 1966-67, 
is set for 8-10 May at the Clarion 
Hotel in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado. Contact; Ed 
Blackledge, 2295 Satinwood 
Dr., Mansfield, OH 44903, (419) 
589-4749 or (419) 522-2711. 

Get out your jump boots and 
suntan lotion: The 173rd Airborne 
Brigade Annual Convention is set 
for 20-24 May at the Continental 
Royal Motor Hotel in Orlando, 
Florida. For more information, 
write or call: Jeff Mazer, 
Convention Project Officer, 
173rd Airborne Brigade, P.O. 
Box 716, Casselberry, FL 
32707, (305) 695-3611. 

Eleventh Armored Cavalry 
Regiment will hold its third annual 
reunion 28-30 May in St. Louis, 
Missouri. For further information, 
write: David Summers, 3923 
Burgen St., St. Louis, MO 
63116. 

World War II and Korea vets of 
the 7th Infantry Division, be 
advised: The 7th Infantry Division 
Association has scheduled its 11th 
Reunion for 11-14 June in 
Norfolk, Virginia. Prepaid 
reservations must be made to 
attend. For information, contact: 
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NEW FROM PACIFIC CUTLERY 



Designed by 
David Steele 



$69,95 RETAIL 


JUST OUT FROM PACIFIC CUTLERY! 
10" blade, 14%" overall, 131^ oz. In¬ 
cludes Kydex sheatb. 


New 
High-Tech 
Design 


Barry Wood 
Polder 

NEW FROM PACIFIC CUTLERY - Ibis Is 
the most Innovative production fol¬ 
der now on the market, and It'll be 
the hottest knife of the year! 100% 
stainless, 440C 57-59 Rockwell blade, 
positive lock, lifetime warranty. 

A1 Mar 


SERE 6.$166.50 

7' blade, 12overail, camo micarta scalei 


More A1 Mar 

RETAIL 

ouaracE 

#3003 Sere/Attack. 



camo micarta. 

$175lCI0 

$157.60 

#3004 Sere/Attack, 



neoprerre... 

,$175.00 

$167.50 

#3006 Sere V fixed blade ..... 

,$185.00 

$166.50 

#6001A Fang 1 . 

$120.00 

$108.00 

#60018 Fang 11 . 

$160.00 

$144.00 

#4003 Utility Tanken. 

$ 90.00 

$ 61.00 

#4004 Shugoto. 

, $100.00 

$ 90.00 

#1006AWAirwelght..... 

.$ 39.00 

$ 36.00 


0itle 


f 


oppt 




Gerber 

BMP 

M19” 


$160.00 RElAt 


Available with 
or without 
sawteeth 


• V," thick blade 

• Full tang constiucHon 

• 13 VSi” overall 

• Dupont Hypalon handle 

• Cordura jump sheath 

• Diamond sharpening 

stone 

• Jeweled compass 




More Gerber 

RETAIL 

OURmCE 

Guardian. 

.$4260 

$34.00 

Guardian Camo. 

.$49.50 

$39.60 

Guardian II Camo. 

. $69.50 

$66.60 

Mork 1. 

.$49.50 

$39.60 

Mark li. 

. $59.50 

$47.60 

Command 1. 

.$49,50 

$39.60 


VICTORINOX ^ 

SuyissOumip 



$69.95 RETAl 

The SwissChamp® features the UL¬ 
TIMATE COLLECTION of the most- 
needed Implements ever assembled 
on a folding pocketknife. Starting 
with all the Implements on the 
Champion, plus a wood chisel, 
ballpoint pen, pliers, wire cutter, 
reamer/awi with sewing eye, mlnl- 
screwdrlver In the corkscrew, a new 
fine screwdriver — 29 TOOLS IN ALL! 
A ’^MUSr-HAVE^ fTEM! 

SPYDERCOCLIPir 

Folding Knives 


Fantastic sotoctlon of C«rbor kntvM and 
occossoriM in stock! 




Cold Steel 

Urban Skinner.$ 62.95 

Terminator.$ 7496 

Recon Tanto.$ 89.95 

MinITanto.$ 99,95 

Mini California Drop Point.$ 99.95 

Mini Ouldoonman.$ 99.95 

Tanto.$139.95 

Master Tanto.S189.95 

ImperksI Tanto.. $695.95 

Outdoorsrrxin.$139.95 

Snxiil Shinobu Tanto Folder.... $ 2495 


OUR race 
$ 43.96 
$ 59.95 
$ 69.95 
$ 79.96 
$ 79.96 
$ 79.96 
$109.95 
$149.95 
$476.96 
$109.95 
$ 19.95 


#1003-71)0 Hunter.... $36.00 

G-2 stainless, 2%" drop-point blade, 
serrated or non, right or left handed; 
retails at $45.00. 

RETAIL oueracE 

#1001 -The Worker, 2^*.$ 45.00 $ 36.00 

«1002-The Mariner, 3 Vi'.$ 55.00 $ 44.00 

«1004-The Executive, 2 ... $ 41.00 $ 32.60 

«100S-The standard, 2^' .... $ 30.00 $ 24.00 

«1007-The Police Model, $ 66.00 $ 52.50 

Tri-Angie Sharpener.$ 35.00 $ 28.00 

All models available in right or left hand, serrated 
or non-serrated models. 


FOR ORDERS ONLY: VISA. MASTERCARD & C.O.D. - FOR INPMMAIICM^I PHONE 1-208-343-7640 

1 - 800 - 231-1272 


404 South 8th St. • Boise, Idaho 83702 • (208)343-7640 • ADD SHIPPING: $3 to 48-siaies; $7 to APO’s, FPO’s, Alaska, Hawaii & Canada; $6 C.O.D. charge. 
Send $1 (or make a purchase) to receive our NEW 1987 KNIFE CATALOG and get on our SPECIAL SALES mailing list 






















































Arm yourself 

...withthe facts...the strategies...the inside stories. 



INSIDE THE 
GREEN BERETS 

Tl* First Tliirlyltais 


John Keegan 
and Aiidrcu' Whcatcroft 


(W-Wtl 


You get this and much, much more when you 
become a member of the Military Book Club. 

You’ll find books on tactics and maneuvers. 
Special forces. Artillery. Infantry. War in 
the air and on the sea. Plus biography, 
the latest fiction and more! 

The Club offers you a wide variety of 
books that cater to your particular 
military interests and specialties. 

Whether your preference is 
WWI or n. . .the Civil War... 

Vietnam or the Cold War. 




'I* 


Join the Military Book Club 
And arm yourself with the 
world’s most exciting 
military books. 


1065 $17.95 3111 $18.95 3020 $12.95 3806 $15.95 2071 $14.95 4655 $24.95 t470S $10.95 4630 Spec.ed. 

El 


aWORLD 

YEARS 




EWORLD 
WAR I 

YEARS 


DOS 


ANDIHNGBtS 


1602 $12.95 


0513 Spec. ed. 


t0851 $12.95 t0869 $12.95 t0877 $12.95 


2048 Spec. ed. 



^Hkorea 


Bevin Alexander 


PISS HOUSTCW 


0885 $20.00 0737 Spec. ed. 1024 $15.95 t4283 $12.95 2394 Spec. ed. t1693 Spec. ed. 1271 $16.95 4556 Spec. ed. 1826 $24.95 2576 $19.95 


WARASI 

KNEWIT 


2063 $14.95 t0349 $7.99 3665 $18.95 4689 $17.95 

L- 


2329 $18.95 4580 $19.95 4812 $12.50 0679 $19.95 0794 $19.95 0133 $14.95 
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The 25-Year War 


Marine AIK 


Amcrica'5 Militart Kuk* 
in Vicinani 


The Russiuii VkTsicin 
erftber 

SECOND 
WORLD WAR 


RED FLAG 


The 

im/f Geliysburg 
Campaign 


by 

Albert A. Noli 


QNGEA 


WARRIOR 


m ^ DAVID 

IdqnqvanI 


PLATOON 

LFADLR 




1750 $24.00 1198 $17.95 4036 $18.95 4226 $17.95 t2600 $12.95 t8219 $7.95 4879 $13.95 14440 $12.95 


SUN TZU 


GRUNT 


ChtFimi 


RED 

OCTOBER 


2K9 $18.95 1735 Spec. ed. 12683 S6.95 1743 $18.95 0901 $17.95 *0620 $15.95 0992 $14.95 0752 Spec. ed. 3103 $18.95 


Take any 4 books for 98<|: 

with membership 


t Soft cover ★ Explicit sex» violence and/or ianpuage 


Here's how the Club Plan works: You’ll get 4 books for only 98C plus shipping and handling and your FREE 
WWII MAPS when accepted as a member. We reserve the right to reject any application. However, once ac¬ 
cepted. if you are not completely satisfied with your introductory books, return them within 10 days at our ex¬ 
pense. Vbur membership will be cancelled and you will owe nothing. The FREE MAPS are yours to keep in any case. 
Huge selection: As a Club member, you 'll have over 350 titles to choose from—a tremendous variety of the 
very best military books in print. Many feature rarely seen photos, illustrations 
and maps. Many books are difficult to find anywhere else. 

How you save money: The Club offers Its own complete hardbound editions 
(sometimes altered in size to fit special presses). Club editions save you up to 
30% off publishers* hardcover edition prices. A shipping and handling charge is 
added to each shipment. 

Club magazine: About every 4 weeks (14 times a year) you'll receive the free Club 
magazine describing coming Selection(s) and Alternates. In addition, up to 4 times 
a year, you may receive offers of special Selections, always at discounts off pub¬ 
lishers' prices. If you want the featured Setection(s), do nothing-shipment will 
be made automatically. If you prefer an Alternate—or no book at all-indicate 
this on the order form and return it by the date specified. You’ll have at least 10 
days to decide. If you have less than 10 days, and you receive an unwanted 
Selection, you may return it at our expense and owe nothing. 

The choice is alw^ yours: Your only obligation is to take just 4 books at regular 
low Club prices during the next 2 years. You may resign any time after purchas¬ 
ing your 4 books, or continue to enjoy Club membership for as long as you like. 


Military Book Club* 

Dept. BT-148, Garden City, NY 11535 

Yes, please accept my membership application and send me the 4 books marked in the 
boxes below, plus my FREE WW 11 MAPS. Bill me only 980 plus shipping and handling for 
the 4 books. I agree to the Club Plan presented in this ad, and understand that I need 
buy just 4 more books at regular low Club prices any time I want during the next 2 years. 

Ko-rtsk guarantee: If not delighted after examining my 4 selections, I may return the 
books within 10 days at Club expense. My membership will be cancelled and I will owe 
nothing. No matter what I decide I may keep my FREE MAPS. 


(please iNinl) 


MS. 

Address 


TWO FULL 
COLOR 

24W'x19'WW It MAPS 


If under 18, parent must sign- 

Members accepted in U.SA. and Canada only. Canadian members serviced from 
Canada where offer is slightly different. 


with membership 


Club editions save you up to 30% off publishers’ list prices quoted above. 
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Louis S. Wise Jr., 3001 
Richmond Ave., Mattoon, IL 
61938, (217) 234-6534. 

“Awright, you assholes! Break it 
up!” Civilian authorities in Killeen, 
Texas stand warned that the 720th 
MP Battalion Reunion is 
scheduled there for 12-14 June. 
For information, contact: Joseph 
Selovich, 1909 35th St., 
Kenosha, WI 53140, (414) 
654-0517. 

Vietnam Helicopter Crew 
Members Association has been 
activated. For membership 
information, call or write its 
executive director: George H. 
Ecker, 201 Apache St., 
Huachuca, AZ 85616, (602) 
456-9561. 


F ormal allies 

IN TERRORISM... 

Iran and Syria have made a 
formal agreement to coordinate 
more closely the activities of Syrian- 
and Iranian-sponsored terrorist cells 
operating in Lebanon, foreign 
intelligence sources have told SOF. 

Under the agreement, Syria is 
supposed to call most of the shots in 
Lebanon, while Tehran-backed 
groups such as Islamic Jihad, 
Hezbollah and Islamic Amal will 
increasingly serve Syrian interests. In 
return, Syria is to provide 
professional intelligence training and 
a secure base for Iranian operatives 
in the Middle East and Western 
Europe. 

Many of the Iran-Syria meetings 
cannot be confirmed, but one 
foreign source said the deal was 
consummated in a 12 October 1986 
meeting between Syrian President 
Hafez Assad and Mohsen 
Rafiqdoust, Iran’s Minister of the 
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps. 
That meeting was confirmed by a 
brief dispatch mentioning both men 
which was transmitted by SANA, 
Syria’s official news agency. Also in 
attendance, according to SANA, 
were Syrian Foreign Minister Farouk 
al-Shara, Syria’s state security chief 
Ahmad Uiab and Iran’s new 
ambassador to Damascus, who was 
not identified by name. 

Further confirming that source was 
Tehran’s government-run daily, 
Kayhan, which reported that 
Rafiqdoust was in Damascus to 
“exchange important information 
with the Syrian government” 
Certainly noteworthy is Kayhan's 
description of Syria as “Iran’s ally in 
the war against Iraq.” 



Soldier of Fortune-style adventure in 
the hot spots of the world can now 
be yours — in paperback! Exciting, 
dramatic, technically accurate and 
chillingly vivid — SOF Adventure 
Books are now on their way to your 
neighborhood newsstand or 
bookstore. They’ll be easy to spot — 
just scan the paperback racks for 
the distinctive yellow SOF comer 
logo with its crossed daggers and 
the Omega beret. The first two 
books in the series — Michael 
Williams’ Doorgunner and Roger 
Victor’s Missing by Choice — will be 
available early in April. Then, every 
month following, new books will 
appear, to transport you to vicarious 
adventure around the world — 
combat action in Southeast Asia 
and elsewhere, counter-terrorism at 
home and abroad, dmg interdiction 
in tropical Jungles and much, much 
more. Come join us in the best new 
adventures in print. 


M edical aid 

FOR AFGHANS... 

Californian Robert Brenner made 
a contact that changed his life when 
he met Afghan resistance leader 
Hassan G^ani at the Soldier of 
Fortune Convention in 1985. 

Gailani, head of the National Islamic 
Front in Afghanistan, told Brenner 
about the thousands of freedom 
fighters and their family members 
who die from lack of medical care. 

As a result, Brenner, a private fire 
investigator, and his wife. Gay 
LeClerc-Brenner, a lawyer, quit their 
jobs in Sacramento, The Brenners 
convinced six others to join them in 
raising $30,000 in seed money to 
set up a medical training program in 
Pakistan for families of the 
anti-communist Afghan resistance. 
Dubbed “Freedom Medicine,” the 
program trains guerrillas in Pakistan 
to become medics. Freedom 
Medicine has also set up treatment 
clinics near the border. 

Another group raising 
tax-deductible monetary donations 
for the anti-Soviet resistance is The 
Free Afghanistan Foundation. 
Write or call Abdul H. Shams for 
more information at: 38679 
Hastings St.» Suite 1, Fremont, 
CA 94536, (415) 795-7171. 

And don’t forget that we run our 
own relief organization. If you’d like 
to help with SOFs effort, send your 
donations to: A^han Freedom 
Fighters Fund, P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. 


S OF SUPPORTS FREEDOM 
FIGHTER FAMILY... 

Soldier of Fortune is assisting 
in the collection of funds for the 
children of Buzz Sawyer, one of 
the pilots flying the C-123 shot 
down by the communist 
Sandinistas on 5 October 1986. 
Sawyer was a 1968 U.S. Air 
Force Academy graduate and a 
Vietnam veteran. Contributions 
should be made out to the 
“Buzz Sawyer Memorial Trust 
Fund” and sent in care of 
Wallace Sawyer, Dept. SOF, 

703 Peach Street, Magnolia, 
Arkansas 71753. ^ 
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TOLL FREE 1-800-992-1255 


OLYMPIC OPTICAL CO. P.O. Box 181232, Memphis, Tennessee 38181 

Please send me: 

1 Olympic Optical Shooters Glasses @$19.95 plus $2.00 for postage and handling. 

2 Olympic Optical Shooters Glasses @$36.95 plus $2.00 for postage and handling. 
Eoch additional pair $17.00 

Please specify quantity of each color: CH YELLOW Q GREY Q TOTAL 

Charge my □ MasterCard □ Visa 

□ Check enclosed □ Money Order enclosed 

Credit Card No. ^_ 

Expiration Date: _ 

Authorized Signature _ 

Name_ 

Phone_ 

Address _ 

Qty_Stote_Zip._SOF 



























RIDGWAY’S PARATROOPERS - 
THE AMERICAN AIRBORNE IN 
WORLD WAR IL By Clay Blair. 
QuillAVilliam Morrow Publishing 
Inc., Dept. SOF, 105 Madison 
Avenue, New York, NY 10016. 
1985. 588 pages. Softcover. 
$15.95. 

ROM an American perspective the 
story of airborne troops in World War II 
is a chronicle of the war itself. Ameri¬ 
can airborne forces were continually 
on the cutting edge of the war, usually 
jumping into areas where no Allied sol¬ 
dier had gone before. 

Clay Blair, a prolific writer with 
numerous historical books to his credit, 
brings us the story of America’s sky 
warriors, beginning with their incep¬ 
tion when the tactic of vertical envelop¬ 
ment was in its infancy. Four long years 
later. Hitler’s Nazis and the Third Reich 
lay vanquished and parachute opera¬ 
tions had evolved to the forefront of 
modem warfare. 

Generals Bradley, Patton, Gavin 
and, of course, Ridgway are among 
the many principal characters in the 
drama that unfolds in these pages. 
Blair shows us American failures such 
as the debacle over Sicily — where 
hundreds of para- and ^der troops 
were killed by friendly antiaircraft fire 
—as well as our devastating successes. 

Unfortunately for the lay reader, 
Ridgway’s Paratroopers at times 
comes across like a textbook. It seems 
to lack some of the pathos and emo¬ 
tional involvement found in Blair’s ear¬ 
lier works, such as the brilliant Silent 
Victory: The U.S. Submarine War 
Against Japan. Nonetheless, the 
overwhelming wealth of detail, from 
exact unit genealogies to accurate 
operational information, lifts this book 
far above others of the genre. Blair has 
taken extreme care to present only the 
facts and has corrected several fallacies 
found in earlier works on the same 
subject. Ridgway’s Paratroopers 
will serve as an excellent secondary 
reference source for historians and is a 
must-have for both airborne and “leg” 
readers. 

The American legend that is the 
82nd Airborne Division is the focus of 
this book — but the elite breed of war¬ 
rior known as the paratrooper is its 
heart and soul. 


BENT & BATTERED WINGS — 
USN/USMC DAMAGED AIR- 
CRAFT 1943-1953. By Jim Sulli¬ 
van. Squadron/Signal Publica¬ 
tions, Dept. SOF, 1115 Crowley 
Drive, Carrollton, TX 75011- 
5010. 1986. 64 pages. Softcover. 
$8.95. 


IN REVIEW 





PARATROOPERS 

THE AMERICAN 
AIRBORNE 
IN WORLD WAR II 


By,far the most, sensible study 
of the American airborne., 

—PftSjt Book World 



TTHERE’S a latent morbid streak in 
all of us. Admit it Who doesn’t strain 
their neck to check out a traffic acci¬ 
dent? Or sit glued to the tube while 
news footage of an airliner crash or 
other disaster rolls across the screen? 
It’s a normal reaction to tragedy, the 



“there but for the grace of God go I” 
syndrome. 

Perhaps that’s why Bent & Bat¬ 
tered Wings will find a ready audi¬ 
ence. We read hundreds of books that 
deal with the aerial combat; rarely do 
they dwell on those jocks (some more 
dead than alive) who bounce, smash, 
slew or otherwise deliver their craft 
back to earth. That’s what these 64 
pages are all about. Page after page of 
the survivors and their aircraft: shot- 
away wings and rudders, aircraft 
ditched right side up or upside down, 
nose in or tail sheared off — it’s all 
enough to indelibly etch in our minds a 
hellish portion of the gut-searing war 
that aviators fought in World War II 
and Korea. 

Squadron/Signal Publications is the 
master of short, slick, photo-oriented 
books of this type. Although its empha¬ 
sis is on aircraft (some 70-odd titles), it 
offers a wide variety of subjects, rang¬ 
ing from armor and combat troops in 
action to a number of specials. Most of 
these stand well-thumbed on the SOF 
reference bookshelf; check ’em out for 
yourself. 
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Retail store 4609 MENAUL NE ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. 87110 10.5;30M-F 10.2 Sat 


LEATHERMAN TOOL 



HIP HUGGER 

Auto or 
Rev 




‘ 12.95 

R or L Hand 


KNIGHT 
LIGHT SYSTEM 

‘ 12.95 

Will not harm gun finish. 

Available for most service revolvers. 

No alterations to gun. Fits all mini type lights. 
Specify model & make of rev. 


CHOATE FOLDERS 

BLACK rmi PLASTIC 

_irQ 



RIFLE 

PLEASE SPECIFY 


10-22 $ 67.95 

MINM4 

30 CAL. CARBINE 
30 CAL. UNIVERSAL 



CHOATE 

SIDE FOLDER $ 74.00 


SHOTGUN 870 
WITH MOSS 500 
FOREND WIN 1200 

PLEASE SPECIFY 


CHOATE 

TOP FOLDERS 



HI-STD BLUED STEEL 

WIN 1200 $ 69.95 

MOSS 500 please SPECIFY 


CHOATE 



UTE MOUNT $ 15.95 

STREAMLIGHT JR. W/BATTERIES $9^3 


MINI-14nO>22 

M-16/AR-15 

H&K-93-94 

UZI 

CHARTER A R-7 
MARLIN 9MM 
CAMP CARBINE 
30 CAL. 

UNIVERSAL 
30 CA. IVER 
JOHNSON 
30 CAL. 
MILITARY 


CHOATE 

PISTOL GRIP STOCKS 

BLACK ZYTR PLASTIC 


$ 44.95 

RIFLE MINI ’14 10-22 

30 CARBINE G1 
30 CARBINE UNIVERSAL 
PLEASE SPECIFY 

BLACK zyth; plastic 


870-1100 WIN 1200 
||L| MOSS-500 HI-STD 
bnUlUiUN S&W-3000 s4S 
PLEASE SPECIFY 

spas/benelli $60 


7201 AVENIDA LA COSTA NE • ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109 
4609 MENAUL NE * ALBUQUERQUE * NM B7110 
PHONE ORDERING INFORMATION & QUESTIONS i 
505/884-8822 

FOR UPS DELIVERY COST 
for all ORlan shipped In U.S., 
irt tefriTorlit, possetsiont. 

Ordara to $10.00 add - $2.00 
Ordara $10.01 to $30.00 add $3.00 
Ordara $30.01 to $60.00 add $4.00 
Ordafa $60.01 to $100.00 add $6.00 
Ordara ovar $100.01 add_ $7.60 



CATALOG $2 • REFUNDABLE 
ON FIRST ORDER 
CATALOG INCLUDED WITH ORDERS 


QUARTERMASTER 

SALES 

BLACK BALL CAP 


$5 


“SHOTGUNS DON'T 
DISCRIMINATE” 


TOLL FREE 
1-800-552-0070 
EXT. 543 

ORDERS ONLY 


BRASS CATCHERS 


AK-47/AKM/AKS AR-15/M-16 
H&K94/MP-5 MINI-14 
HAK 91/93 
UZI 

UZI PISTOL 


STERLING 
REM—1100 
MINI-14 RANCH S&W-1000 
.30 CARBINE MAC 10 
LINDA MAC 11/9 

{WILKINSON) mac 11 


$ 24.95 

REM MOD 4/74 
.45 AUTO 


CHOATE SHOTGUN PISTOL GRIPS 

c nniBiiiiDa ' 

PLEASE SPECIFY $15.95 

RANGER 120, ITHACA M-37, MOSSBERG 500 
REM 870, WIN 1200 HI-STD 



THE SAS SYSTEM...BY EAGLE 
IN USE BY DOE SWAT ACADEMY CTA 



SAS Holster Mk ill 

PUCK vour weapon out of the wav of boav ar¬ 
mor. raopeiiino gear, and belt eoulpment. vet 
•mtantiy xcetslbie. Mkw offers Improved belt 
hanger, vndtr. eustlctted leg straps, and thumb 
break with security strap. Pouen for magatme 
kntle on front of hohtcr. n use nationwide 
tn Federal. State, and local agency tactical 
teams suck nylon cordura, left- or rlgnt- 
handcd Specify weapon $49.95 

Belt Mag Pouch 

PouchK descrlDed above available without leg 
harness, for conventional belt carry only, oyC i 
kecoers or loops Specify Smc or m-16 

$29.95 



Carry magazinM for yoor primary weapon on 
the upper thigh, opposite your SAS-noistered 
handgun. Suspension identfeat to Mk N SAS 
noister SMC model carrtK l U2l or MPS mags. 
M-rs model carries 3 SIFrd mags. Pockets close 
with quick release fastex buckle, straps can be 
removed, and pouch secures to belt with c.i, 
keeoen or by inserting belt through loops. 
Stack nylon coraura Specify smc or 
M-16 


$49.95 



KOREAN MADE 

IM MIMMir fHM OUN a IM 

DEFENDB? 

IWACUDtrlTW 

39.95 „ ^ 

Battery 4c 
Charger 

VINYL CASE $5 $14 95 


CHOATE 

SHOTGUN FORENDS 


FORENDS FOR: 

REM 870, M38, MOSS 500, WIN 
1200, RANGER 120, S&W 3000, 
HI-STD $ 9,95 




AMERICAN MADE 

XR-5000 “STUN GUN” 

MJOOO VOLTS OF $69.95 Unit 

STUNNING POWER 

WITH mt NTLOH CkH 

NYLON CASE $12.95 


t 1100 REMINGTON *20 

PLEASE SPECIFY 


WILSON COMBAT ACCESSORIES 
FOR .45 PISTOLS 

ITEM RETAIL 

01 Compotltion Match Trigger (Long Adjustable) ■ 1595 

02B Shok'Buff Buffers only (pks of 6) for use with 

S-B spring - ■ . 595 


SURE FIRE TACTICAL LIGHT 

Now with 
pressure 
switch 


REQUIRES NO 
GUNSMITHING 
MODIFICATION 


$ 79.95 

WITH BATTERIES 



FITS: 1911 .45 
BERETTA 92 


030 


Wilson Combat High Visibility Combat Sighb 
w/3 Dot System 


. 32.00 


Wilton Combat Extended Thumb Safety 
(Blue or Stainless)- 


Extra batteries 
Now available for 
Rem 870 w/forend 99.95 


46.95 


Wilson Combat Extended Slide Release 
(Blue or Stainless)- 


#11 


Wilson Combat Commander Style Hammer; 

4140 Steel_ 

Wilson Combat Commander Style Hammer, 

416 Stainless-- 

Hsavy Duty Recoil Spring Kit 
(G$vt/GC)or Comm.)- 




EXTENSION BUTT 
PLATE 


.6S5 


$15 


H&K 24.95 please SPECIFY 


MINI-14 

AR-15 

10 / 22-44 MAG 
RIFLE N 0.3 


#12 Wilson-Owyer tlraup-Gripper''Kit (Govt/GC)-22.95 

#12C Wilson-Dwyertlroup'Gripper'’Kit (Comm)-27.95 

#34 Wilson Combat Extended Combat Ejector-19.95 

#47 Wilson Rogers .45 Match Magazine 7 RD- 

Stalnless_ 21.95 

#61 Wilson Combat Deluxe"High Visibility 

Combat Sights 35.00 

#66 Wilson Combat Beavertail Grip Safely 

(Blue or Staintess)_19.95 


H&K ACCESSORIES 



CHOATE FOLDER 

HK 91—680 


FACTIMY MACAZmeS 

HK-91 20-rd.- 

HK-93 2S-rd- 


. 22.00 
, 26.00 
. 23.00 


THE ARMSON COMBAT GUNSIGHT 

USES RADIOACTIVE TRITIUM 

NEEDS NO BATTERIES standard.15^00 

ar- 15 .moo 

MINM4.moo 

GAUL.19200 

I M REM 07O-11OO-126A.192.00 

* * H&K 91,93. 212.00 

NOT A TELESCOPE SIGHT 1J7|A1|MIJ|7| 

NOT AN ELECTRONIC SIGHT ^‘l/MINI-UZI.212.00 

NOT A LASER SIGHT FN-FAL.224.00 

A true mil-spec ccmibat sight from South Africa 


FACTORY MAGAZINE CLAMPS . 
(HOLDS TWO MAGAZINES) 

HK-gi. gs or 94 (specify) 


SCOPE MOUNTS 

HK91 93 cOw-iock snap-on w/SOmm rings - 


ADDITIONAL ACCESSORIES 

HK 91 93. 94 Web Sling, muici'purpose • 

HK 91. 93 Slimline Forearm (specify) 

HK 94 Wide forearm . 


HK 91.93 carrying handle- 
HK '93 Light bipod . 


— 26.00 
. 68.00 
...46.00 

— 17.00 
. 110.00 

— 26.00 


HK 91/93/94 Sight adjustment tool- 

NEW NON SLIP RUBBER PAD solid stock only $10 















































































































TOP SECRET — A CLANDES- 
TINE OPERATOR’S GLOSSARY 
OF TERMS. By Bob Burton. Pala¬ 
din Press, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 
1307, Boulder, CO 80306. 1986. 
127 pages. Softcover. $10 plus $3 
shipping. 

In communities where people per* 
form the same tasks, a jargon is sure to 
develop. You find it in the military and 
in high-tech industry, and even jour¬ 
nalists sling their own secret verbal 
codes around with an insider’s easy 
nonchalance. 

So do spys. 

We read about their clandestine 
world nearly every day in the papers or 
through countless books dealing with 
the shadow warriors themselves. But 
do we really understand what they’re 
all talking about? Ever hear of a one 
time cryptosystem? How about a two- 
part code or spy dust? Or uprav- 
lyayushchh? We didn’t think so. With 
Top Secret, here’s your chance to 
find out 

Burton has compiled over 800 
terms, which spring from a variety of 
intelligence sources, guaranteed to put 
you on the inside track when it comes 
to covert ops. 



TOP 


A CLANDESTINE 


OPERATOR’S 


GLOSSARY 


OF TERMS 




iiibb Burton 

r ' 

If nothing else, you’ll open some 
ears down at the bar when you let 
drop, “Well, my crateologist 
says....” 


THE RESCUERS: THE WORLD’S 
TOP ANTI-TERRORIST UNITS. 


By Leroy Thompson. Paladin 
Press, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 1307, 
Boulder, CO 80306. 1986. 241 
pages. Hardcover. $17.95. 

^^OST of the world’s military 
formations have units responsible for 
the traditional unconventional roles, 
but the newest “elite” units are those 
designed for counter-terrorism. When 
all else fails, the task of ending a terror- 
isit incident falls to the members of the 
world’s hostage rescue teams. 

In The Rescuers, long-time SOF 
contributor Leroy Thompson gives us 
a glimpse into these units and the 
hazardous missions they carry out. The 
focus is primarily on the more estab¬ 
lished (although not necessarily the 
best) HRUs (hostage rescue units). 
Among others, the German GSG-9 
and British SAS fall under Thompson’s 
sharp eye, along with the less well- 
known French GIGN and Spanish 
GEO. He doesn’t neglect the rest of the 
world, however, as units of 31 other 
countries also earn a place in the book. 

As with organization, training and 
missions of these counter-terrorist 
units, Thompson also examines many 
of their actual operations. Some, such 
as Karachi, Cyprus and Ma’alot, went 




THE ULTIMATE 
WEAPON! 


INDUSTRIES 


^LLCO 

M*100 


The American Industries’ Calico M»100 is truly the 
greatest advance In firearm technology in decades. 
It features a lightweight aluminum alloy frame and 
a “helical feed” magazine with a capacity of 100 
rounds. The magazine is constructed of space age 
high impact fiber reinforced thermoplastic and can 
be stored fully loaded without spring fatigue. The 
placement of the magazine puts the center of gravi¬ 
ty above the recoil which counteracts muzzle lift and 
improves accuracy. An added plus is the silent 
winder with a spring release clutch that permits rapid 
loading with no spring resistance. 

The Calico M*100 incorporates quick adjustable 
sights, disappearing buttstock, pistol-grip storage 
compartment, flash-suppressor/muzzle brake, am¬ 
bidextrous safety and it can be field stripped and 
reassembled in a few seconds, including removing 
barrel assembly. 

American industries Calico M«100 suggested retail 
price is $299.95 (without optional accessories 
shown.) For more information write to: 

American Industries 

Dept. M»100 GA 

8700 Brookpark Road 

Cleveland, Ohio 44129-6899 


AM-001‘86 


Flash Suppressor/Muzzle Brake 


Optional 
and Mi 





























bust, while others — Entebbe, Moga¬ 
dishu, Princess’ Gate, Depunt and 
Djbouti — fared better. 

Thompson is a recognized expert in 
these matters, but a few areas of the 
book present problems. He’d be hard 
press^, for example, to support his 



claim that the minutemen of the Amer¬ 
ican Revolution, or Golda Meir, could 
be considered terrorists. But the focus 
of the book is not on terrorism. It’s on 
the units charged with ending a terror¬ 
ist incident when other options have 
failed, and in this Thompson has suc¬ 
ceeded admirably. Put The Rescuers 
on your list of books to read 


HISTORY OF THE BRITISH 
ARMY. By Charles Messenger. 
U.S. edition available from Presi¬ 
dio Press, Dept. SOF, 31 Pama- 
ron Way, Novato, CA 94947. 
1986. 224 pages. Hardcover. 
$25.00. 

all the world’s military forma¬ 
tions, none has a longer or more color¬ 
ful history than the regiments that 
make up the British Army. To get an 
idea of how long the British Army has 
been around, consider that in 1985 at 
least 12 regiments celebrated the 
300th anniversary of their founding. 
Their service in countless campaigns is 
the subject of thousands of books, but 
unfortunately a good general history 
has been hard to come by—until now. 

Presidio Press offers History of the 


British Army, a single-volume history 
that was previously available only in 
England. Written by Charles Messen¬ 
ger, author of several works on the 
British military, History is not meant 
to be the complete story, but rather a 
general introduction to the British 
Army’s long history. 

Messenger traces the institution 
from its inception in 1685 through the 
post-World War II campaigns that 
iaccompcinicd the dismantling of the 
empire. While nothing is dealt with in 
great detail, neither is anything com¬ 
pletely left out Messenger recounts the 
conquests that forged the empire, the 
classic battles with Napoleon, the “lit¬ 
tle” wars of Queen Victoria’s long 
reign, the death of a generation in the 
trenches of France and the brutality of 
Northern Ireland. 

With 300 years of service in defense 
of the realm and participation in more 
than 100 wars, revolts and uprisings, it 
would be impossible to give a com¬ 
plete account of the army’s history in a 
single volume. What Messenger has 
produced may be the next best thing: 
an informative, well-illustrated book 
that serves as an interesting introduc¬ 
tion and useful reference to one of the 
world’s most fascinating military or¬ 
ganizations. ^ 



.22 LR.CARBIHE 
SEMI-AUTOMATIC 


• 100 ROUND MAGAZINE 

# A CARBINE THAT 
HANDLES LIKE A PISTOL 


M*100 


SPECIFICATIONS 

BARREL LENGTH 


WEIGHT 

Carbine, w/o magazine 


16.1 in. 


4.2 lb. 
5.7 lb. 
14 oz. 
24 oz. 


BARREL RIFLING 
RH 6 GROOVES 


Carbine, fully loaded 
Magazine, empty 
Magazine. «/100 rounds 


lead 


SIGHT RADIUS 


12.2 n. 


LENGTH 


FRONT SIGHT 

Post, adjustabie for elevation 


Stock folded 
Stock extended 


29.8 in. 

35.8 in. 


REAR SIGHT 

Notch, adjustable for windage 


HEIGHT (MAX) 
WIDTH (MAX) 
AMMUNITION 


7.3 m. 


2.2 n. 


SAFETY 

Ambidextrous, trigger and 
hammer block 


.22 Ir 
only 


MAGAZINE CAPACITY 


OPERATION 

Biowback Scmf-Automatic 



>ld-Up Steel Bipod Optional Sturdy Scope Mount Convenient Pistol Grip Optional Adjustable 

Rashlight Holder Compartment Nylon Web Sling 



















































FULL AUTO 


by Peter G. Kokalis 


Dream Battery 



Peter’s ’’dream battery/’ although most would require 
extensive modification. 


A 

imFTER 30 years of humping, haul¬ 
ing, disassembling, repairing, studying 
and firing military small arms under 
every conceivable condition, you’re 
bound to develop some opinions con¬ 
cerning the grunf s needs. I have. If I 
could get both the designers and 
arsenals lined up in a proper column of 
ducks, what would I place in my battal¬ 
ion’s battery, using only current tech¬ 
nology and modification of pre¬ 
existing systems? Could the best be 
made better? I think so. Nothing is per¬ 
fect. Let’s take a look at everything 
from pistols to heavy machine guns 
and sec what needs to be changed. 

Unless you’re clearing tunnels, pis¬ 
tols play an insignificant role in the mili¬ 
tary. But for promenading about the 
parade ground, I’d like to sec the 
Clock 17 chambered for the .45 ACP 
cartridge and fitted with Armson’s 
slick, all-steel, self-luminous pistol 
sights. I’ll take less beans in the box to 
get that 230-grain pill. When stepping 
off-post in civvies, I’d like to stuff a 
stainless steel Colt Officer’s Model 
(manufactured without cither a grip 
safety or the pathetic firing pin lock) in 
my Nelson #1 Professional cross-draw 
holster — cocked and locked with 
seven rounds of Winchester’s 185- 
grain Silvertips. Again, it would be 
equipped with Armson’s Trijicon 
sights. 

As far as the military is concerned, 
submachine guns have had their day in 
the sun. For those limited applications 
where they can still be justified, three of 
this dying breed still stand tall. Steyr’s 
MPi 81, Beretta’s Model 12S and the 
Sterling will all more than do. I would, 
however, like to sec a really reliable 
40-round magazine for these burp 
guns. We have the technology. Either 
two nested follower springs or a long 
spring with diminishing coil diameters 
should do the trick. Clandestine ops 
still beg for a truly efficient suppressed 
SMG. We need merely turn over a 
Sterling Mk 5 to Deadly Doc Dater and 
direct him to re-design the guts so that 
it’s user-maintainable, quiet and reli¬ 
able with military ball without serious 
ballistic degradation, and equipped 
with a bolt-lock for single-shot fire. 

The dirty little wars that fill the head¬ 
lines each day arc still mostly fought by 
riflemen and will be into the foresee¬ 
able future. Infantry rifles arc the sol¬ 
dier’s most intimate and important 
possession; they deserve no small 
amount of design effort. Thirty million 
Kalashnikovs can’t be wrong, but they 
need some corrective measures. I’d re- 
chamber this rifle for the 5.56X45mm 
NATO cartridge with the Belgian 
SSI09 projectile. Let’s rifle the barrel 
with a twist of one turn in 9 inches. The 
1:7” twist adopted by the U.S. military 
in an effort to prevent the new tracer 


round from keyholing is a mistake, in 
my opinion. Tracers are seldom fired 
through infantry rifles and the faster 
twist over-stabilizes the SS109 bullet, 
seriously affecting its lethality. Usually 
tumbling upon impact, the older 55- 
grain Ml93 bullet depended upon 
accentuation of its yaw to increase 
wound efficiency by enlarging the 
permanent cavity and dumping its en¬ 
tire energy load into the target. 

My Kalashnikov will require a re¬ 
designed trigger mechanism with 
three-shot burst (in addition to full- 
auto) and a clean-breaking, two-stage 
let-off. I want nylon glides on the selec¬ 
tor lever to reduce the noise of its 
movement, enhanced accuracy poten¬ 
tial through increased structural rigidity 
of the sheet-metal receiver body and 
an improved muzzle device to lessen 
the side blast associated with the cur¬ 
rent AK-74 muzzle brake. Black, high- 
impact plastic furniture of the Ml6 type 
would be best, and the average grunt 
would be better served with a rigid 
buttstock. Also, the entire package 
needs to be lightened, A scope, if re¬ 
quired, should be mounted directly to 
the receiver, not the insubstantial re¬ 
ceiver cover. 

For paras and armored vehicle crews 
I’ll take the Colt M16A2 Commando 
with its collapsible stock and 11.5-inch 
barrel (1:9” twist). A muzzle device that 
will cut the objectionable flash from this 
short barrel, a larger extractor, heavier 
extractor spring and three-shot burst 
mechanism should also be added to 
Colt’s Commando. M16 magazines are 


the biggest fly in this system’s ointment. 
A black version of Ivan’s 30-round, 
glass-reinforced, polyethylene plastic 
magazine could be easily designed for 
both rifles and the SAW. Cut off the 
M16 carrying handle if you’re serious 
about a scope on this weapon. Both the 
AKM and Colt Commando should car¬ 
ry flip-up, tritium night sights with no 
need for rear sight gradations beyond 
600 meters. 

Sniper rifles should possess the abil¬ 
ity to fire again quickly; only semiauto¬ 
matic actions satisfy this requirement. 
In its M21 configuration, the Ml 4 rifle 
served in an exemplary manner during 
the Vietnam War. It needs only to be 
fitted with a heavy barrel in caliber 
.300 Winchester Magnum. Long- 
range shooting requires a truly long- 
range cartridge. This fine belted car¬ 
tridge will do the job at 800 meters and 
farther, and exhibits less variation in 
point of impact from round to round 
than any military rifle cartridge. As 
snipers generally use special match- 
grade ammo anyway, we have no 
cause to fret over introducing another 
caliber into the logistical pipeline. All 
that remains is to develop an FMJ (full 
metal jacket) military bullet. 

Clamp a Yugoslav ON M76-type 
four- to six-power scope on the MM’? 
receiver and we’re in business. Its 
range-finding reticle pattern is, in mod¬ 
ified form, that of the Russian PSO-1 
scope which in turn copies the princi¬ 
ple used in the PGO-7 and PGO-7V 
optical sights on the RPG-7 rocket 
launcher. Simple, but extremely effec- 
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- LAZBRTAG"‘ - 

Kit contains one StarLyte^" gun, one StarSensor^", and one StarBelt^" 
(assembled; 90-day warranty). Day or night lOO'-l- firing range. Fires a 
harmless invisible infrared light. Uses 6 AA batteries (sold below). 
StarSensor^" features score-keeping LED lights, computerized sound effects 

and scanning LEDs. Attaches to 
StarBelt"“ with velcro® or fits in 
Adventure Vest pouch. Uses 9 volt 
battery (sold below). Add our 
exclusive Adventure Vest and Laser 
Tag^“ for tactical training without 
messy paint balls. Vest is made in 
America of 50/50 Nyco Woodland 
camouflage material. Front and rear 
pockets for Laser Tag’s^“ Star- 
Sensor^". Adjustable, one size fits all. 
Order 2 kits, 2 extra sensors and 2 
vests for two players. 

SF06-0117 Kit.$59,96 

SF06-0119 Extra 

StarSensor™ 

. $28.96 

SF06-0118 Vest.$19.96 

SF08-0643 AA Batteries 

(2 Pack) ....$1.97 
SF08-0642 9 Volt Battery 

(1 Pack) ....$2.49 



Heavy-duty worldwide action. Actual issue to the British Army Para¬ 
chute Regiment. Its carbon steel blade is 7" long. The brown rosewood 
handle is riveted with 3 solid copper pins for machete-like strength and 
feel. Especially strong knife when your needs include digging, wedging 
or prying. Overall length, 12Va". Brown leather scabbard. Imported from 
England. 

SF07-1120 .$47.50 


CO NTRA BERET BADGE 
Official beret badge of the Democratic Forces of 
Nicaragua (CONTRAS). Only but it repre¬ 
sents a big struggle for democracy and 
self-determination. Enamel filled gold-plated 
metal. 

SF05-0769.$7.95 





GIANT DUFFLE BAG 
Holds twice as much as normal military duffle 
bag. It’s made of 22 oz. cotton canvas and 
features a deluxe ribbed cotton web shoulder 
strap. Black metal hardware. Carry Boy Scout 
supplies, bats, bases, decoys, hunting or fishing 
gear, clothing, etc. 30X50". 


SF05-1404 Olive Drab.$24.96 

SF05-0838 Black.. $24.95 



CAMOGOO CAMOUFLAGE TAPE 
A high quality tape to use for camouflaging your 
weapons. Adhesive has been sealed onto high 
grade cotton/polyester to give you a soft, non- 
reflective camouflage. Each roll is 2"X20'. Great 
colors for anytime of the year and any back¬ 
ground; the woods, jungle or urban areas 

SF05-0931 Green Camo.$8.97 

SF05-0929 Tiger Stripe.$8.97 

SF05-0930 Gray Tiger Stripe 

Camouflage.$8.97 




THE EK SURVIVAL FIGHTER 

Since 1941 EK Knives have proven themselves on the battlefields of World War II, Korea and 
Vietnam. Designed for times when the chips are down and your life depends on it; be it a hunting trip 
or a military operation. From the tip of its high carbon stainless steel full tang to its paragrip non-slip 
handle with extended butt, this is a handcrafted quality weapon. Wasp waisted to increase cutting 
and slashing power, its edge is razor polished and easy to keep that way. Wrist thong prevents losing 
your knife when you need it most. The quality nylon sheath is olive drab and may be worn with belts 
up through pistol belt width. The famous EK trademark is etched on the blade along with the names 
of the wars in which it has served. Not for the Girl Scouts or Hollywood. The EK is for military 
professionals, adventurers, and men who know quality knives, 

SF07-2016... $79.00 

ORDER OUR 132 PAGE COLOR CATALOG BELOW FOR MORE 
UNIQUE AND HARD-TO-FIND MILITARY AND ADVENTURE EQUIPMENT 



CAMO 
COMPAQ 

Our most conven¬ 
ient method of 
face paint applica¬ 
tion. Case incor¬ 
porates a small 
mirror allowing you to apply or freshen 
your camo in the field. A comfortable, non¬ 
cracking formula. Five non-glare colors. 


SF06-1314 


$7.50 


PERSONAL ARMOR SYSTEM 
GROUND TROOPS KEVLAR® HELMET 
The PASGT helmet was developed for U.S Army 
ground troops in response to a military require¬ 
ment for a ballistic helmet designed for greater 
protection, comfort and stability. It’s made of 
Kevlar® and is close fitting and has low CG 
contour. Extends further over the ears and neck 
than previous helmets. Effectively covers 1L6% 
more head area and provides extra comfort 
because of its new suspension system. Tested in 
combat! Several lives were saved during our 
victory in Grenada because our ground troops 
were wearing this Kevlar® helmet. Own state-of- 
the-art ballistic technology. Ohve drab, brand 
new and straight off a U.S. government contract. 
Genuine military issue, part no. 8005024. Order 
by size; XS(6y4"), S(7"), M(7‘/^"), and hilW'). 
ATTENTION EXPORTERS: Contact our 
Contract Sales Division for quantity discount 
prices. Phone (502) 351-7007. 

SF06-0949 .., New Volume Price $189.96 


CHARGE CARD ORDERS 
ToU Free! 800-626-6171 

Kantuckv Cuttommn Call (S02) 351-1164 

Weekdays 9-8 E.S.T. 
f '■ Saturdeys 9-6 E.S.T. 



uemuif-^ 

WORLD S FINEST MILITARY AND ADVENTURE EQUIPMENT 


7375 N. WILSON ROA O RA DCL IFF. KENTUCK Y 40160 

PHONE \S02\ 351-1164 


QTY. 

ITEM 
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COLOR 
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□ tPi ADOING SmfOfi A YEARS CmOS St/eSCR/PEKW. 


Subtotal 
‘Shipping 

. M * Handling 

•Money Order KYReaidenta 

Add 5% Sales Tax 


95 


NAME (print) 


ADDRESS 


CITY 

STATE 

ZIP 

PHONE { ) 

Chg. 

Card No.: 

Exp. 

Date: 

Isaoing 

Bank: 


Signahire: 


f— 1 1 Ana At Least 
l-J Eighteen Years Old. 


..SF- 
















































































U.S. MARINE CORPS 

The Marines are America’s amphibious 
force*inreadiness. In Vietnam as in every 
Marine battle from Tripoli to Grenada, the 
individual Marine *'grunt” was the nucleus 
of the Corps. This print by renowned 
military artist Peter Badcock (Images of 
War, Faces of War) shows a Vietnam era 
Marine armed with an M79 40mm grenada 
launcher. His uniform is torn and dirty but 
his face shows the determination that made 
the Marines a threat to America's enemies 
for two hundred years. 

The Marine’s slogan "First to Fight" has 
been borne out in all of America's wars and 
conflicts from the massive efforts of the 
Pacific Marine Force in World War II to the 
more recent smaller-scale commitments in 
Beirut and Grenada. There have been few 
occasions indeed when the Marine’s “few 
good men” have not lived up to their 
motto Semper Fidelis. 

The first 300 prints are a Limited Edition 
printed on long-lasting museum quality 
paper. Also, available In open edition on 
poster stock and suitable for framing. 

Order No. CP9-LE (Limited Edition, signed 
and numbered by artist, museum quality 

paper, 15V2Xl9V2).$50.00 postpaid 

Order No. CP-9 (open edition, printed on 

poster stock,15V2’’x19V2“).$9.95ppd 

-Shipped 1st CLASS in Mailing tube- 

THE HISTORY OF THE U.S. MARINES — This 224 page hardback book 
covers those courageous soldiers through two centuries of proud service which 
lasts to the present day. 9Vzxl 2,224pp,over 400 photos,illus . . . $10.OSpostpaid 
THE GUIDEBOOK FOR MARINES — Latest Edition (Sept. 1986),this book 
tells the individual everything he needs to know to fight and win!! Hundreds of 
photos and illustrations accompany the authoritative text that covers questions 
on tactics, weapons,communlcations, Drill, latest weapons and equipment, etc. 
Published by the Marine Corps Association. 558pp,6V2x8V2,illus, . . . $10.95ppd 
^’SPECIAL ** (Purchase both BOOKS and POSTER for $37 postage paid) 

j- 

NAME —_ 1 Mail to: DELTA PRESS 

" I PO Box 315 Dept S 

Address - j eI Dorado, AR 71730 

City --Zip - 1 ph. 501-862-4772 

(104 page catalog $2.00, Free with purchase) jVisa,MC,Am Exp Welcome 



TIGER STRIPES 



VIETNAM VETERANS will recognize and remem¬ 
ber these as the ones worn by the SPECIAL 
FORCES and other ELITE MILITARY UNITS. 

Both the shirt and trousers, patterned after the 
original VIETNAM style, are generously cut for a 
standard military fit. 

Made from 100% COTTON (only 3% shrinkage) 
to keep you cool, comfortable and quiet. 

SHIRT — $32.50 EA. 

■ Two cargo chest pockets. 

■ One accessory sleeve pocket for your compass, 
field dressing or cigarettes. 

■ Double button cuff with gusset. 

■ Can be worn in or out of trousers. 


Chest: 


XS (29-32) 
S (33-36) 


M (37-40) 
L (41-44) 


XL (45-48) 


TROUSERS — $32.50 EA. 


■ Six pocket design (two front slash pockets and 
four cargo pockets). 

■ One accessory leg pocket. 

■ Waist adjusting tabs. 

■ AH inseams are 35” except XS, 33”. 


Waist: 


XS (23-27) 
S (27-31) 


M (31-35) 
L (35-39) 


XL (39-43) 


JUNGLE HAT — $13.95 EA. 

I Small two inch brim. 

I Screen Vents. 

I Chin string with leather draw tab. 

Hat Sizes- ® ^ 

XL ( 71 / 2 - 7 %) 


To order write or call: 


TIGER STRIPE PRODUCTS 

1720 WEST PARK CENTER DR. 

ST. LOUIS, MO 63026 
(314) 343-8284 

TERMS: Please add $3.95 for shipping and handling. Shipped 
UPS. VISA. MC, MO, Cert, check, personal check held for 10 
days or COD (add $1.90). Missouri residents add 5.725% tax. 


tive, this scope requires only a mini¬ 
mum of training time. 

My recommendation for an SAW 
(Squad Automatic Weapon) will startle 
many. I’d like to see Bill Huger scale 
down, simplify and lighten a Bren with 
one of his splendid — and cost effec¬ 
tive — investment-cast receivers, re¬ 
chambered for the 5.56X45mm 
NATO SS109 cartridge and using the 
same magazines as my two assault 
rifles. We really don’t need belt-fed 
capability at the squad level. With 
everyone carrying the same maga¬ 
zines, there’ll be plenty of firepower to 
stuff into the magazine well of a 
machine gun with proven reliability. I 
would add no heat shield to the barrel, 
as my soldiers, unlike the U.S. Army, 
would know the barrel gets hot. 

If you simply must have a GPMG 
(General Purpose Machine Gun), then 
we’ll opt for the Soviet PKM {another 
Kalashnikov design). However, I’d re¬ 
chamber this weapon for a rimless car¬ 
tridge like the .30-06. Discarding the 
rimmed 7.62X54mmR cartridge will 
permit us to use modem, disintegrat¬ 
ing, “push-through” links and further 
simplify the feed mechanism. 

Note that I said “.30-06.” There are 
no 7.62X51mm NATO cartridges in 
my dreams. Neither fish nor fowl, Col. 
Studler’s delight should have re¬ 
mained forever stillborn. All of its full- 
sized forerunners did a better job in 
belt-fed machine guns. At the battalion 
level, there is still some requirement for 
a medium machine gun capable of sus¬ 
tained fire along fixed lines. We need 
look no farther than our warehouses 
filled with Browning M191A1 caliber 
.30-06 water-cooled MGs. This fine 
weapon, superior even to the Vickers/ 
Maxim series, rots in cosmoline while 
we safety-wire the dreadful M60 to 
prevent it from self-destructing during 
firefights. 

We are already fielding the world’s 
finest heavy machine gun. The Brown¬ 
ing caliber .50 M2 HB needs only a 
quick-change barrel and fixed head- 
space. Both RAMO and Fabrique 
Nationale have developed solutions to 
these small problems. 

There you have it. The dream bat¬ 
tery. We end up with only the following 
calibers in inventory: .45 ACP, 9mm 
Parabellum, 5.56X45mm NATO, .300 
Winchester Magnum for our snipers, 
.30-06 and .50 Browning (ball, tracer 
and a generous mix of SLAP), and we 
delete 7.62X51mm NATO. 

Will any of this ever come to pass? 
Hardly. The blue sky rangers who con¬ 
trol our procurement of small arms are 
far too mesmerized by plastic ray guns. 
They would reject out of hand any 
attempt to go back to the future. The 
best still lies within our grasp, but we 
are forever tracking caseless boondog¬ 
gles. Beam me up, Scotty. ^ 
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SOG SPIMALllKS 

PRODUCERS OF WORLD CLASS BLADES 


The Special Forces 
Vietnam Commemorative 

MACV/SOG FIGHTER 1955-1975 

The original SOG Knife was carried and used in the Vietnam Conflict by the 5th 
Special Forces and other elite soldiers throughout South-East Asia. VJ-lien 
established, the Studies & Obser\^ation/Special Operations Group (SOG) was a 
joint service outfit drawing on the cream of all four branches of the tlS. Armed 
Forces. Some of the toughest, most resolute fighters available were recruited: 
Nav^' Seals, Marine Recons, Pilots from the 90th Special Operations Wing and 
above all, members of the Green Berets. These individuals were specialists in 
reconnaissance, infiltration and behind lines operations. Very little is actually 
known of these “OPS’* due to the still classified nature and clandestine 
methods of this “SOG” group. 


There were 

many variations of the 
SOG Knife produced in Japan and 
Okinawa between the early 60‘s & 70*s. 

Started as a presentation piece for the 5th 
Special Forces touring in Vietnam, the knife was sometimes individualized with 
a troopers’ name: team number; date of ser\ice; and the group he sensed with. 
It w’as presented upon transfer or retirement out of the indniduals unit. Other 
SOG Knives were left completely sterile so as to insure secrecy of a mission. 
Brass, Aluminum, and Iron were used on the pommel and crossguard. 


The mystique of this knife that was carried by the “SOG” trooper, has drawn 
attention from collectors and military enthusiasts. Engraved with the special 
Forces Crest (de Oppresso Libre) and 5th Special Forces Group fABN) Vietnam, 
these original pieces are rapidly becoming one of the foremost collectables 
of all military edged weapons. With most being lost in the South-East Asian 
Jungle, existing pieces are extremely hard to find and will fetch in good 
condition up to S 1000.00 with prices still increasing. 



Our SOG-l-F commemorative is no mere souvenir. Engraved like the original, 
this knife is an investment collectable which has been designed primarily 
with practical use in mind. We felt that a proper commemoratwe for the 
Special Forces w'ould be a working knife rather than just a paper weight sitting 
on a plaque. We enlisted world famous A.G. Russell and Lloyd Hale, two of the 
most reknowned and talented knifesmiths in the country to modernize and 
improve the original bowie design. They’ve created for us a legendary blade 
similar to the original 20 year old design but modernized into a weapon of 
sophistication. 

SOG Specialties is dedicated to creating the highest standard of production 
fighting cutlery in the world. This commemorative far exceeds original 
specifications! We have cut no corners and our quality is uncompromised. 

Each knife is unique in itself for the blade is completely ground by hand. Cut 
from extremely thick stock (.280), the 6Va inch high carbon steel blade is 
hardened to a rockwell 57-58 and then blued for rust-inhibition and stealth. 
The extremely hollow-^und main edge is complemented with a sharpened 
false edge on the spine of the knife. The handle is made from a heavy resin- 
impregnated brown sole leather that seals out moisture in conditions found 
throughout the world. The blue steel crossguard, pommel & nut are expertly 
fitted with overall attention given to the balance and feel of the fighting knife. 
A leather wrist thong is included along with the black leather scabbard, 
superbly detailed with heavy stitching and the Special Forces Crest. A sharp¬ 
ening stone sits in a pouch that provides more than adequate field dressing 
capability. A beautiful all-walnut presentation case is available upon request. 


MANUFACTURED BY THE WORLD REKNOWN FACTORIES OF SEKI, JAPAN, PRODUCERS OF THE ORIGINAL KNIVES. 
THIS KNIFE IS DEDICATED TO THE SPECIAL FORCES SOLDIERS WHO FOUGHT SO BRAVELY, WITH SO LIHLE RECOimiTION. 


ORDER FORM 

Because of the completely handmade nature of this knife we urge you to order how 
to avoid delays. 

The Special Forces Vietnam Conimemorative 

Serial # Unit Price 

□ #5“ #25 S495.00 includes presentation case. 

Q #26-#100 $285.00 includes presentation case. 

□ #101-#1500 $199.00 

(Fiisi come, first sensed on remainingscrial numbers.) 

□ 29.95 All walnut presentation case with velvet pillow and 
commemorative brass plaque. 

Dealer inquiries welcome on production series #1501 and on. 

California residents add 6 sales tax. 

I'sc in accordance to Federal, Stale & Lwal laus. in your area. 


Mail to: SOii SPIBCLIia'IlilS 

PRODUCERS OF WORLD CLASS BLADES 

P.O. Box 1006, Dept. SOF 
Santa Monica, CA 90406 USA 
Telephone 213-451-4292 

Please send me the Special Forces Commemorative Knife indicated to the left. 

Enclosed is $___ 

MONEY ORDER or CASHIERS CHECK PREFERRED. 

Name:_. . _ 

Address*_■ 

City:-—- 

State & ZipCoddJ_^^_ 

Please allow 6-8 w-eclcs delh-cry for personal checks. 

Plea.se add S-i.OO per Hem for .dipping & handling. 




COMBAT 

WEAPONCRAFT 

by lack Thompson 


In Time — On Tai^et 



^JhORT-RANGE ambushes are ter¬ 
rifying. It is here, I’m sure, that the 
saying “the quick or the dead” was 
born. Failure to react quickly and 
aggressively, either individually or as a 
group, will get you killed. 

And the deafening noise, wild shoot¬ 
ing in all directions, yelling and scream¬ 
ing that are characteristic of such en¬ 
counters, combined with short-range 
fire, mean that winners and losers will 
be determined in a matter of seconds. 

In close combat situations when re¬ 
duced range is involved, the soldier 
needs a quick and accurate method of 
engaging the enemy without aiming. 
Unquestionably, the finger-pointing 
method is the best way to apply un¬ 
sighted fire to close-range targets. 

Unsighted firing differs from con¬ 
ventional firing technique in these im¬ 
portant ways: 

1. Sights are not used. 

2. Both eyes are kept open. 

3. Eyes are focused on the target — 
not the front sight 

4. Hold is very tight 

5. Head, body and rifle move as one 
unit 

6. Trigger is pulled quickly — not 
squeezed. 

Keeping these six points in mind, 
finger-point shooting can be accom¬ 
plished from two basic positions: the 
hip or the shoulder. Let’s look at the 
hip position first 

Finger-point shooting from the hip is 
the fastest way to apply effective fire to 
a close-range target Begin by holding 
the weapon in a hip firing position, 
making sure your right arm presses the 
butt of the rifle tightly against your 
body — this helps control recoil, espe¬ 
cially in full auto. 

Next, extend the index finger of the 
non-firing hand along the weapon’s 
forearm, parallel with the barrel. With 
your weapon firmly pressed against 
your hip, and your head and torso 
moving as a unit, the index finger will 
naturally follow your eyes and point 
where they point. This finger is used as 
a guide for a fast, rough alignment of 
the barrel with the target. Every time 
the eye identifies a target, the weapon 
will automatically be in position to de¬ 
liver devastating short-range fire. 

Keeping the weapon in this same 
position is a must because it allows the 
finger and eye to coordinate. When 
you become accustomed to pointing 
the non-firing finger at what the eye 
sees, you’ll hit your target every time 
Without wasting valuable seconds 
aligning your sights. After firing the ini¬ 
tial burst, observe the fall of shot so you 
can fine tune your barrel alignment if 
necessary. 

In the assault, when the soldier is 
advancing quickly, this finger-pointing 
technique allows him to suppress 


Point shooting from the shoulder is 
slower than from the hip but easier 
to learn and, with practice, accurate 
out to about 75 meters. Important 
feature of both positions is that 
non-firing index finger points along 
weapon forearm parallel to barrel 
and follows the eyes. 

targets instantly within his arc of fire, 
without the necessity of taking cover. 

Believe me, this technique works! It 
once saved my life in Africa. After a brief 
firefight lasting only a minute, we were 
sweeping a dense area of bush near 
Zambia. I was busy controlling the 
sweep, keeping the troops on the sweep 
line and communicating on the radio. 
Unknowingly, I walked right by a 
wounded tenrorist in thick bush at alxiut 
five meters on my right flank. After I had 
passed him just a few short steps, he 
opened fire with a long burst from a 
Soviet RPD belt-fed machine gun. 

All I remember doing is turning 
quickly to the right (more than 90 de¬ 
grees), dropping to one knee and using 


NO WEEKEND 
WARRIOR 

Jack Thompson is a long-time contrib¬ 
utor to Soldier of Fortune Magcizine. 
Having studied and used weapons 
most of his life. Jack’s combat experi¬ 
ence spans the globe. He served in the 
USMC in Vietnam, fought in Rhodesia 
with both the SAS and the Selous 
Scouts, trained troopers in Central 
America and provided bodyguard 
services for diplomatic personnel. 


the finger-pointing technique; I shot 
him three times in the chest, killing him 
instantly, as his rounds whistled just 
above my head. Thank God he didn’t 
use this technique, or I’d be a dead 
man today. 

Firing from the shoulder position is a 
little slower than from the hip position 
but affords more accuracy at ranges 
beyond those for which the hip posi¬ 
tion is used — that is, beyond 25 
meters. 

Basically, you pioint the rifle like a 
shotgun. Looking over the sights, you 
roughly align the weapon on the 
target. Here again, you can use the 
finger-pointing technique to enhance 
accuracy. This position is especially 
useful on close, moving targets when 
there is no time to aim. With practice, 
you can expect to hit targets out to 75 
meters. 

Firing from the shoulder position is 
easier to learn and requires less prac¬ 
tice than from the hip. It incorporates 
what I call the concept of the “third 
eye,” where the shooter actually thinks 
of the muzzle as a third eye. As you 
focus your two eyes directiy on your 
target, the index finger of the non-firing 
hand guides the “third eye” (the muz¬ 
zle) onto the target. This is also an 
excellent technique to use at night 
when you can’t align the sights, even 
when you want to. 

Mastery of unsighted shooting tech¬ 
niques is vitally important. When you 
find yourself engaged in close combat, 
these are often your only viable shoot¬ 
ing options. Fast and accurate at the 
shorter ranges, these two point¬ 
shooting positions produce kills. And 
that’s really what it’s all about. ^ 
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MADE 

IN 

THE USA 


Brigade_^. 

Quartermcisters^ 

ACTION^ 
GEAR 


ASAT ” BOONIE 

Available in ASATTan or Grey 
with 214" hish visibility brim, 
screened vents, adjustable chin 
strap. Colors: (23) Tan ASAT 
or (24) Gre/ASAT Sixes: 
(700)S,(728)M, 
(748)L, (768)XL 
G69234 

Introductory 
Offer $9.95 


ASAT TAN CAMO 
COAT-TROUSER 
COMBO 

Black and brown on 
ASAT tan backsround 
delivers max’ed out 
effectiveness. Any sea¬ 
son, all terrain. 

BAC6 Tan Coat $31.95 
Res. 144^ 

BATE Tan Trouser $31.95 

Res.SElTTS" 

ASAT GREY CAMO 
COAT-TROUSER 
COMBO 

Forest bark sreys, 
blacks and reds are 
perfect for late fall, 
early winter huntins. 

Curious ASAT pattern 
makesyouasisht 
unseen even to wariest 
same or fowl. 

BAC12GreyCoat $31.95 
Res. 141^ 

BAT12 Grey Trouser $31.95 
Res. $41^ 

SIZE CHART 

ASATBDU’s are available in these sizes; 

Coats : (2)S, (3)M, (4X, (5)XL, (6)XXL. 
Trousers: (2)S, (3)M, (4)1, (5)XL, (6)XXL. 








SOF 
PRICE 
ONiy 
$ 49.99 


Gargcyles Solar Eye Armor Has Passed RIsorous Worldwide Army 
Field Tests With Flyins Colors. Now It's M^ur Tumi 
Gorgoyles Solar Eye Armor technology is light years ahead with a 
stylish polycarbonate WtapBack'*" LensFrame'“ that weighs 114 oz. 
y^ packs 50 times greater impact strength than glass. The tough lens 
can take a 12-gauge shotgun blast at 20 yards, and repeated 
impacts of a .177 caliber pellet traveling at 290 MPH. Contoured 
WrapBack single unit lens and frame delivers 210° of clear vision vs. 
160° with old fashioned "flat" sunglasses. Other features: Blockage 
of 83% more wind and glare and 100% of harmful ultr^iolet rays. 
Non-fogging. Blind spot free. Non-slip elastometric nose brid^. 
Nickel silver adjustable temples In matte black chrome finish. Hard 
plastic optional case bonded to a tough Cordura nylon outer shell 
with Valero® closure and 2" belt slots also a^/ailabje. Gargoyles are 
stealing the show with our Armed Forces. So set a pair on >our face 
today, Mister. That's an order. 

Nil 666, Bronze 

N11555, Lunar Gray Res. $54^ 

N11444, Blended Amber Res« $54^ 

BRIGADE’S SOLDIER OF FORTUNE PRICE $49«99 
N91456, Gargoyles Hard Case $9*99 


MICRO SWITCHBLADE 


ACTUAL SIZE 

1W'dosed, the M icro Switchblade tucks neatly into hatband, clothing or shoe for 
quick access. Identical in detail and quality to a larger model, and equally wicked in 
its cwn peculiar way. V blade locks into place at push of a button. Key ring attach¬ 
ment on the end is perfect for hand leverage action lanyard. [3 oz.] M41 S11 $14.9f 

Order by phone 8;45 AAA/930 PM, Mondays-Fridays; 10 AM-4 PM Saturdays. Use 
VISA MasterCard, American Expiess, or Diner’s Club credit cards. Our 110% Mistake- 
proof Guarantees^ assures you of TOTAL satisfaction. 

FREE BRIGADE ACTION GEAR CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT CATALOGUE. 

When ordering, request Brigade Quartermasters’ new ACTION GEAR Catalogue illus¬ 
trating hundreds of unique and hard-to-find MlLITARy' SUfMVAL, SURPLUS, LAW 
ENFORCEMENT and ADVENTURE clothing and equipment items, including a wide 
selection of cutlery, optics, camouflage, and tactical accessories. 


BrigaeJe_ 

mp Quartermasters 


ORDER FAST BY PHONE: 404/428-1934 


AaiON 


GEAR C^b Int. Bivd. 

Kennesaw, GA 30144 








BATTLE 
BLADES 

by Bill Bagwell 

Customize a Bargain Bowie 


FINELY crafted art knives have their 
place in the scheme of things, but 
they’re often not suitable for combat or 
survival purposes. For me the real 
proof of the worth of a knife lies in its 
performance — not its appearance. 

Fancy and finely crafted are not the 
same things in this sense, for a knife 
that is properly forged, tapered, 
ground, balanced and weighted can be 
a superb weapon while looking plain. 
Likewise, a fancy knife can also be a 
worthless one. 

I must confess to a certain fondness 
and appreciation for elegant crafts¬ 
manship, but my knife is first and fore¬ 
most a tool and a weapon. If the spit, 
polish and glitter detract from its per¬ 
formance, then out it goes. 

I earn my living making quality com¬ 
bat and survival knives, and am keenly 
aware that there are people who need 
a good quality working knife and sim¬ 
ply can’t afford the custom item. 

Dependable equipment is often the 
difference between success and failure 
— even life and death — and a bad 
blade can have dire consequences in a 
combat situation. A quality knife at a 
bargain price is what this country 
needs, and presently nobody makes 
one. If you need a solid knife that you 
can count on for less than $70, you just 
about have to make your own. 

Western Cutlery and Case Knife 
Company both make large, “authen¬ 
tic” Bowie knives which can be con¬ 
verted into serviceable and quite de¬ 
cent battle blades with common hand 
tools and a couple hours of work. If 
you’re short on dollars and long on 
your need for a good combat or surviv¬ 
al knife, the conversion process is rel¬ 
atively simple and involves essentially 
little change to the base knife. 

I chose a Western Bowie for this 
conversion simply because I had one 
available, but the basic process would 
work as well for most other knives of 
the Bowie type. 

Tools you’ll need for this job are a 
hacksaw and a 10-inch mill bastard 
file. A small vise and bench grinder will 
speed things up but are not necessary. 

The Western Bowie has two factors 
in its favor — it’s big and if s made out 
of a good piece of steel. With these 
factors as a foundation, lef s see what 
we need to remodel. 

The most obvious change is to the 
guard. The standard version is not my 
idea of a good fighting guard, so get 
your hacksaw and cut the ends of the 
guard off at the point where the top 
and bottom bend to make the “S” 
curve. The original guard is nearly 5 
inches in length; it catches clothing and 
gear when you draw the knife and 
gouges knuckles when you try to use it. 

A few minutes with a hacksaw is time 
well spent here. Spend a few more 



With a few basic tools and a little 
bit of time and patience, you can 
easily convert a standard Western 
Bowie (left) into a first-rate battle 
blade. 


minutes to file and round the ends off. 
The finished guard on the SOF sample 
measured inches in length. 

Next work on the blade. If s too wide 
where the clip starts. Starting about % 
of an inch forward of the guard, the 
blade should be narrowed in a pro¬ 
gressive taper until if s IVs-inches wide 
at the point where the clip starts across 
the widest part of the cutting edge. The 
original width is 2y8 inches at this point. 
This involves removing a good amount 
of metal. If you’re using a file be pre¬ 
pared to spend an hour or so. 

A small bench grinder makes this 
part of the modification a lot easier, but 
a file and a little patience are all thaf s 
necessary. Removal of this metal from 
the blade will make the knife quicker in 
your hand while still leaving the blade 
sufficiently powerful for heavy cuts and 
chopping strokes. 

The point of the Western Bowie is 
carried too high for serious work. A 
high point has to cut its way in rather 
than pierce and is not as effective as a 
point that lies on the centerline of the 
axis of thrust. A blade that carries a 
high point also has a higher center of 


gravity than would otherwise be the 
case, and this compromises chopping 
ability. 

Take your bench grinder or file and 
lower the point V 2 inch. If you use the 
grinder, be careful not to overheat the 
metal and turn it blue as you grind it. 
Keep a small bucket of water handy 
and dip the blade in it often so it stays 
cool. 

Work slowly and carefully when you 
use the grinder, because if the point 
gets hot enough to turn blue it will have 
softened to the extent that it will bend 
and stay bent. 

The unaltered blade measures 9 V 2 
inches from the front of the guard to 
the point. Your modified version, nar¬ 
rowed and with the point lowered, 
should measure exactly 9 inches. 

One other important modification 
must be performed. Off the shelf, the 
Western Bowie does not have a sharp¬ 
ened clip point, and as such has no 
backstroke cutting capability. Use your 
file to sharpen the clip on the back of 
the blade. This gives you the ability to 
cut with a backward snap of the wrist 
without having to rotate your arm or 
turn your hand over. Backstroke cut¬ 
ting capability is one of the features of a 
Bowie that is often overlooked but is of 
real value in a fighting knife. 

Now that the guard is sensible and 
functional and the blade is working as it 
should, let’s concentrate on the han¬ 
dle. The handle feels lumpy and clum¬ 
sy because it’s blocky on the sides and 
far too thick. Every person has his own 
preference as to how something 
should feel in his hand for it to be 
comfortable. 

Use the file to thin and round the 
sides and ridges of the handle until 
they feel comfortable to you. To main¬ 
tain the integrity of the knife do not 
remove the handle hook. Otherwise, 
it’s your knife and you should work it 
until it fits your hand. Don’t be afraid to 
remove material, there’s plenty there 
to play with. Stay with it until the knife 
feels right. 

A suggestion is in order about fol- 
Continued on page 98 
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THE DUTCHMAN 


USE COUPON 
BELOW OR 
CALL TOLL FREE 


1-80a«21-5157 



For just $38.00 because it’s made of all 
THE RIGHT STUFF. The classic WWII 
Bomber Jacket for the Aviator/Racer 
look. Made of Dura-Hide, a man-made 
leather that defies you to tell it from the 
real thing. This is your chance to pick up 
the hottest look today at a very reasonable price. Check 
out these features: Heavy duty Brass zippers; horizon¬ 
tal (zippered) and vertical front pockets; zippered left 
sleeve utility pocket; heavy duty knit cuffs and 
waistband; heavy weight pile collar; stylish epaulettes 
on each shoulder; inside storm flap for wind resis¬ 
tance; 100% nylon lining; 8-ounces polyester body fill 
for warmth that doesn’t weigh you down. This is a 
jacket taking America by Storm . .. don’t miss out. 
Order yours today for just $38.00 plus $2.50 shipping. 
Specify XS (30-32) S (34-36) M (3840) L (4244) XL 
(46) and XXL (48-50) and be sure to tell us BLACk 
BROWN. 


LONG DISTANCE SURVEILLANCE 

THROUGH YOUR TELEPHONE 
Price Breakthrough! 

Now just $169.00 postpaid. 

Discreetly listen In on unusual activities on your 
premises via the telephone! Tele-Monitor 2000 is a 
small (Sy?” X 3y2” X 1”) device that plugs into any 
modular telephone jack. Now you can pick up a phone 
ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD and monitor suspicious activity 
In your home, office or shop. Picks up the most minute of 
sounds: a door or window opening, cries for help, a smoke 
alarm, muffled sounds of burglars at work - ANY unusual 
noise. Instant security no matter where you are! Developed 
and made in the USA. it’s compatible with ANY American 
phone exchange, including newer digital systems thanks to 
hi-tech Logic Chip.technology. In operation, simply call 
the number Tele-Monitor 2000 is connected to. The device 
answers, then responds to operational commands you Issue by 
pushing the buttons on the touch tone phone you are calling from. Up to 
four Tele-Monitor 2000’s can be connected to one line, so you can switch 
from room to room for total coverage. IMPORTANT: Tele-Monitor 2000 has TWO 
operational modes: 1) totally dedicated to itself and 2) In a manner so normal phone 
operations are NOT affected. Order Tele-Monitor 2000 for 

$169.00 postpaid, or SAVE by ordering two for $318.00 and four for $556.00 postpaid. 


or 



SMITH & WESSON 

MACE® 

Don’t mistake MACE 
with lesser tear gas 
aerosols, Chemical'' 

MACE delivers a potent 
punch of highly purified 
CN tear gas to in¬ 
capacitate an assailant 
allowing you plenty of 
time to get away. MK-VI 
unit comes in individual 
gun-like case with real trigger action. 
Unique pistol grip allows quick hand orien¬ 
tation and sure action; attach to key-ring, 
purse or belt. Fires about 25 half-second 
bursts. Order one for $1 4.50and SAVE by 
ordering six for $60.00 

INDIANA JONES” 
AUTHENIC HAT 

Specify S, M, L, XL 
$22.50 each postpaid. 

GAS MASKS 

Military surplus $11.77 each 
postpaid. Includes goggles, 
straps and filter. Ideal for 
field & all purpose use. 


y 



DISTANT SOUND DETECTOR 
MULTIPLIES SOUND 5000 TIMES 
The VanSleek FARFQON®^ 

Receptivity plus convenient size. The HLfSiTm 
VanSleek Farfoon combines the 
parabolic dish Sound Mirror of the 
Double Farfoon with the handy size of 
the smaller Hunters Ear. The result Is 
a superior directional receptor without 
the widespread large dish receptors 
which in many applications are 
cumbersome to use and transport. The 
VanSleek Farfoon uses the same type 
retrograde sound as the Double 
Farfoon. Take VanSleek into tight 
places. Enjoy the mirrored sound 
gathering not possible with direct 
receiver products. 

The VanSleek FARFOON is the most 
sophisticated yet developed of the 
sound devices. 

NEW! “SOUND CUTOUT” CIRCUIT 


$148 

postpaid 


THE VanSleek 
FARFOON , 






Hears A Whisper 
Farther than TWO Football Fields 



STUN GUN 


NOVA XR5000 
$63 POSTPAID 
50,000 VOLTS! 

The Nova XR5000 Stun Gun 
can protect you from attackers. 

STUN GUN will Instantly ‘‘scramble’’ at¬ 
tacker’s nervous system causing immediate 
(temporary) paralysis! By simply touching 
your attacker anywhere, he will drop helpless 
even through many layers of clothing. STUN 
GUN is not lethal and is safe to user. Cannot 
transmit shock back to you. Requires a 9 volt 
nicad battery and charger $16.00. The Nova is 
sold with a leather holster for $63.00 
postpaid. This is the authentic American 
made product. Beware of cheap imports now 
on the market. Put 50,000 volts in the palm of 
your hand, order today. 


The Dutchman 

Dept. 487 i 

9071 Metcalf Suite 158 
Overland Park, KS 66212 

MC/VISA COD Customers 
CALL TOLL FREE •WOO-821.5157 
Qty. Item Price 
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ADVENTURE 
QUARTERMASTE 



by G.B. Crouse 



Bulletproof vests 

With our streets becoming less 
safe by the minute, a well-dressed 
man’s wardrobe isn’t complete these 
days without some kind of indiscreet 
body armor. 

Body armor, or bulletproof vests 
as they are commonly called, are 
rated according to their ability to 
stop anything from small-caliber 
handgun rounds to high-powered 
rifle loads. These various 
classifications are termed “threat 
levels,” with Threat Level I offering 
the least protection. Once you’ve 
decided which threat level is 
appropriate for your purposes, then 
comfort, snug fit and quality of 
materials are your next 
considerations when choosing an 
appropriate vest. 

Matthews Police Supply is a good 
place to turn to for quality and 
selection in body armor. It offers 
three models — ranging from the 
2-pound K-10 Threat Level I vest on 
up to the SVa-pound K-22 that 
meets or exceeds Threat Level II 
standards. A convenient feature of a 
Matthews vest is its removable 
ballistic inserts, which allow you to 
quickly convert your vest to different 
threat levels. 

Matthews vests have been 
thoroughly tested by the U.S. Army 
at the Aberdeen Proving Grounds. 

All are made from Dupont Kevlar, 
the material recommended by the 
National Institute of Law 
Enforcement and Criminal Justice. 
The outer shell is lightweight poplin 
and is machine washable. 

Prices range from $120.00 for the 
K-10 to $180.00 for the K-22. Side 
panels are slightly more. To find a 
distributor in your area, contact 
Matthews Police Supply Company, 
Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 1754, 
Matthews, NC 28105. 


Bianchi blade 

Several years ago Bianchi 
Leather, a company with a 
well-deserved reputation for quality 
holsters, decided to try its hand at 
knife making. Its newest knife is the 
Nighthawk II, designed especially for 
military and survival applications. 

Unlike most survival knives, which 
are high on gadgetry and low on 
quality, Bianchi’s first priority was to 
produce a rugged knife. The extras, 
and there are many, are just that — 
extra. The result is a sturdy knife 
that lives up to its name. 

Nighthawk II features a 6 -inch 
non-reflective, serrated, stainless 
steel blade, a reinforced nylon 
handle and solid brass hilt and 
buttcap. Total weight is only 12.5 
ounces and length is 10.5 inches. 

Not surprisingly, coming from 
Bianchi, one of the knife’s strongest 
features is its sheath, made from 
padded ballistic fabric. This quality 
sheath has retainer and leg straps, as 
well as compartments for holding the 
knife’s survival gear. 

The Nighthawk’s handle is hollow, 
with a watertight compartment for 
small items which is sealed by a 
solid brass cap with integral 
compass. A small survival pouch is 
contained in the sheath. Inside the 
pouch are a lighter, mirror, sewing 



kit, razor and waterproof matches. 
An optional multipurpose survival 
tool completes the accessories. 

For the money, at only $109.95 
with sheath, and considering the 
generally poor quality of the 
competition, you can’t go wrong 
with a Nighthawk II. For more 
information, contact Bianchi 
International, Dept, SOF, 100 Calle 
Cortez, Temecula, CA 92390. 
Phone: 1-800-854-8545, or for 
California residents: 
1-800-826-8192. 



H ANDGUN CARRIER 

Protection for your handguns 
when they’re not strapped to your 
waist is a worthwhile investment. 
When traveling, that usually means 
some kind of hard, durable case. 

MTM Molded Products Company 
has introduced its new Case-Gard 
808 pistol case for just this purpose. 
Molded from polypropylene with a 
high-quality foam interior, the 808 
will accommodate any pistol with a 
barrel length of up to 8 y 2 inches. 
Scoped weapons fit comfortably as 
well. This rugged case is dirt- and 
moisture-resistant and is held closed 
by two Snap-lok latches. For extra 
security the case’s handle consists of 
two locking halves — one on the 
top and one on the bottom — to 
prevent accidental opening. 

Available in black only, the case 
carries a suggested retail price of 
$11.95. For more information, 
contact MTM Molded Products 
Company, Dept. SOF, 3370 Obco 
Court, Dayton, OH 45414. Phone: 
(513) 890-7461. 
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Law enforcement 

LEATHER 

George Lawrence Company, long 
known for leather holsters, has 
expanded its product line and is now 
offering a wide range of equipment 
for law enforcement professionals. 

Of the gear pictured above, there 
are two items of particular interest 
Lawrence’s EZ DRAW Nightstick 


is an innovative two-piece baton 
which doesn’t restrict movement in a 
squad car or when running after 
fleet-footed miscreants. When not in 
use, the nightstick folds to 12% 
inches for easy carry on a duty belt 
But with the release of a hold-down 
snap, it explodes to its full length of 
24 inches. 

A heavy 9-inch compressed spring 
inside the baton brings the two 


halves together at the blink of an 
eye — a No. 4 twist-link chain 
makes sure the halves stay together. 
When bringing this stick into play, if 
the quick motion and intimidating 
“crack” don’t get your suspect’s 
attention, its sturdy aluminum and 
case-hardened steel construction 
definitely will. 

A plain or basket weave holster 
comes with the baton and fits on 
any belt of up to 3 inches in width. 

Another item of interest from 
Lawrence is its new line of 
“Parabellum” holsters. The 
company promises it has a holster 
for every medium- and large-frame 
pistol around. Holsters are made 
from high-quality leather and are 
available with a brown or black 
finish in plain or basketweave 
design. All are fully lined with 
smooth-grained leather and carry a 
lifetime guarantee. Available in right- 
and left-hand models, prices begin at 
$41-95. 

Lawrence also offers all standard 
police accessories, including Sam 
Browne duty belts, cuff cases, belt 
keepers and much more. 

To order, or for a free catalog, 
contact The George Lawrence 
Company, Dept SOF, 1435 N.W. 
Northrup, Portland, OR 97209. 
Phone: 1-800-822-1857. ^ 



Every other manufacturer of folding 
knives, that’s who! 

And for good reason. 

Cold Steel shook the competition five 
years ago with the original Tanto.. .It 
became an instant classic. Now we’ve 
turned our attention to the lockback 
and you should see 
the results... 


Order TOLL FREE 800/255-4716 (OUTSIDE CA) 
or 805/656-5191 (IN CA). Ask for a FREE color brochure. 


Awesome San Mai III™, forge 
laminated stainless steel blade for un¬ 
paralleled strength, sharpness and edge 
retention: reinforced point; Pachmayr™- 
type non-slip grip; reinforced pivot pin 
and lockwork; built in finger guard, and 
above all.. .Cold Steel quality. 

Visit a better dealer today and 
discover the knife our competition would 
rather forget! 

gIM A C'TPff 

2128 Knoll Dr., Unit D. Ventura. CA 93003 


APRIL 87 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 27 



























I WAS THERE 

by Dennis Water 
as Told to Hickory Taylor 

‘‘You’re Dead, You’re Dead” 




approximately 2100 hours on 6 
September 1984, the dispatcher, in 
her usual calm, clear voice, radioed the 
beat car concerning a complaint of an 
armed man at a local all-night eatery. 

The only description the dispatcher 
could provide, the only one the people 
could give, was of a skinny male with a 
handgun. He had supposedly 
accosted two older customers in the 
parking lot. 

I was dispatched into the area as a 
backup unit to help conduct the 
search. 

As I got close to the scene, I saw the 
shadowy figure of a man walking to¬ 
ward me from an interstate highway 
ramp. 

I pulled over, and as he weilked clos¬ 
er my headlights illuminated him. He 
was a well-built male, looking very little 
like the suspect description put out by 
the dispatcher. 

I got out of my patrol car and stood 
behind it. He kept his hands in view as 
he walked in my direction. He wasn’t 
acting nervous, aggressive or in any of 
the ways someone who’d just been 
involved in an altercation with a gun 
might act 

When he got close enough, 1 asked 
him where he was coming from. He 
told me his car had broken down on 
the highway and he was walking to the 
filling station to get some help. 

I told him to get his hands on the 
trunk of my car so I could frisk him. He 
did exactly like he was told and offered 
no resistance. 

As I began my frisk, I asked him if he 
had any weapons on him. “Yeah, I’ve 
got a knife in my right front pocket,’’ he 
said, and made a move as if to get it for 
me. 

“Keep your hands on the car, I’ll get 
the knife,” 1 said as I stuck my hand in 
his right front pocket. 

As soon as my hand entered his 
pocket and was momentarily trapped 
there, he spun while pulling a small 
caliber handgun from his waistband. 

I was trying to get my hand out of his 
packet when I saw the little .22 High 
Standard Revolver coming up on line 
with my head. 

For a split second all of my attention 
was directed to the gun. I could see the 
hammer coming back and the cylinder 
turning as it continued up, aiming at 
my head. 

He said: “You’re dead.” 

I pushed the gun and turned my 
head at the same time. “Pop!” I heard 
the muffled report as the little gun dis¬ 
charged. 

It felt like someone had slapped me 
hard on the head. I knew I’d been shot, 
but I didn’t know how bad. I could still 
feel, still move and, most importantly 
— still fight. 


Police Sergeant Water and another 
officer finally overcame a suspect who 
shot Water in the head twice with this 
.22-caliber revolver. 


As we stood there struggling, he 
managed to pull my gun out of its hol¬ 
ster. Now I was having to fight for con¬ 
trol over two guns. My Model 66 was 
pointed at my belly and his .22 was 
pointed at my head. 

I can remember trying to point my 
gun at his chest, and I did get it in that 
direction. But with only my little finger 
in the trigger guard and my hand 
clenched around the cylinder, I 
couldn’t get it to fire. 

He kept saying over and over, 
“You’re dead, you’re dead.” I guess 
he was trying to convince me, but 1 
wasn’t ready to give up yet. 

1 tried to get my hand on his firing 
pin, trying to wedge the skin of my 
hand between the little pin and the 
cartridge as he kept pulling the trigger. 

Again the gun discharged, again 
striking me on the head. Neither slug 
penetrated; both glanced off. 1 guess I 
owe that to my thick skull. 

I couldn’t decide what hurt more: 
my head or the damned firing pin 
chewing up the web of skin between 
my thumb and index finger. 

During the push-pull struggle for 
control of the guns I kept trying to 
throw him down, but he was as strong 


as a bull and stood his ground. 

Suddenly, I felt myself falling back¬ 
wards and pulled him with me. I tried 
to flip him over as I hit the ground, but 
once again superior strength and 
weight worked in his favor. He landed 
on my chest, still hanging on to both 
handguns. 

“I’m going to kill you,” he kept tell¬ 
ing me while we grappled on the 
ground. I was starting to wear out and 
beginning to believe there was a possi¬ 
bility I would not be going home 
tonight — or ever again. 

I’d been able to yell “99” over the 
radio — our signal for officer in trouble 
— but I wasn’t sure if anyone heard 
me. It felt as if I had been fighting this 
guy forever and back-up was a long 
time in coming. 

Just as I was about to lose the little 
strength I had remaining, I could see 
my son’s face. The vision seemed to 
restore some of my strength and will to 
survive. This bastard was not going to 
keep me from going home to my fami¬ 
ly. With a surge of adrenaline I strug¬ 
gled on and was able to knee him in the 
groin. 

As we continued fighting, I saw 
headlights coming closer and heard 
the crunch of gravel under a car’s tires. 

I heard someone yell, “Drop the 
gun!” The guy on my chest looked 
over toward the voice and said, “You 
do’and this one gets it too.” 

He raised up a little over me, still 


28 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


APRIL 87 

















trying to shoot his gun, still trying to 
gain better control of my gun. 

I was yelling, “Shoot him, shoot 
him,” hoping whoever was there 
would shoot high. I was afraid Td get 
hit too. The suspect and 1 were too 
close together. 

The other officer had taken cover 
behind his car and was steadying his 
gun, waiting for exactly the right mo¬ 
ment to fire. 

I continued struggling, still yelling, 
“Shoot him, shoot him!” 

I heard the loud “crack!” of the 
assisting officer's .38 Spl. The suspect 
had been hit; his body jerked from the 
impact of the .38-caliber Silvertip. 

His grip on my Smith & Wesson 
loosened and I was able to regain con¬ 
trol of it I immediately fired a round at 
his head. 

My slug hit him on the right side of 
the head. I could see a large chunk of 
scalp fly off, for a moment seeming to 
float in the air and then disappearing. 

He fell off me, still holding the little 
.22, still thrashing about, still scream¬ 
ing that he was going to kill me. 

I was lying on the ground with just 
enough strength left to fire another 
round. He was in a kneeling position, 
trying to raise his gun again. I fired 
another round into his chest He fell 
over, lying on the asphalt, blood pour¬ 
ing from his wounds. I removed the .22 
from his grasp. 

He continued to struggle, still telling 
me he was going to kiU me, all the while 
bleeding to death from the two Silver- 
tips that had entered his chest 

The other officer had been on his 
way to work and had heard me on his 
scanner. He stopped to help. As you 
can imagine, Fm awfully glad he did. 

The suspect was a multi-convicted 
felon. He'd been arrested for every¬ 
thing from shooting a police officer to 
murder, and had apparently been put¬ 
ting his time in prison to good use by 
lifting weights. 

Fve been told that convicts practice 
moves like he'd used on me on each 
other. They work on these moves, 
waiting for the day they’ll get to use 
them against someone on the street. 

Fm telling my story in the hope that it 
will help someone. If there is a lesson to 
be learned, it would have to be don't 
give up, no matter how tired you are or 
how hurt you are. Don*tgive up. Get¬ 
ting wounded doesn’t mean you’re out 
of the game. 

As for the suspect, all I can say is that 
he won't be able to pull that move on 
anyone — ever again. 

Sergeant Waler received his depart¬ 
ment's Medal of Valor award for his 
involvement in the shooting situation. 
The other officer also received the 
Medal of Valor and was credited with 
saving Sgt Water's life. ^ 


BicmchiGoes 
With Adventure 



BIANCHI INTERNATIONAL has been on the side of 
active adventurers for more than 30 years. Enthusiasts, sport 
shooters, law enforcement, the world’s military; people who 
rely on holster quality as if their lives 
depended on it. 

And now, there’s the all new Sting. 
Slim, lightweight concealment, 
made of soft, padded glove leather 
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Bianchi’s comfortable ambidextrous design. 
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The choice of professionals. 
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Bianchi International, or get one FREE from your nearest authorized dealer- 
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#5004 — SOF Dufflebag. Heavy 
duty nylon. $14.95 

#2001.-Official SOF 
Beret. Sizes eVz, 634, 
7, 774, 7%, l>h, 7%,. 
734. Maroon. $13.95 


#1515 — SOF World Tour Jacket. 
Black nylon with flannel lining. $49.95 
#3600 — Barry Sadler’s System of 
Self Defense. 16 lessons of Martial 
Arts featuring Barry Sadler (Ballad of 
the Green Berets) and Duke Paris. 55 
minutes, VHS only. $49.95 


Patches & Tie 

#7001 — SOF Patch. $2.50 

#7002 — SOF Patch — subdued. 

$2.50 

#7003 — CAMO Shield Patch. $4.95 
#7051 — Official SOF Regiment 
Tie. Navy. $12.00 

#7060 — SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
MAGAZINE Patch. Black $4.95 


Belt Buckles 

#7010 — SOF Buckle. Pewter. $6.95 
#7011 — SOF Buckle. Stainless with 
red enameled logo. $9.95 « 

#7012 — SOF Military Style Buckle. 
With silver drop logo. $11.95 
#7013 — Military Style Buckle. 

Black anodized. $11.95 

#7014 — Web Belt for military style 

buckle. Khaki. $3.50 


Pins & Badges 

#7020 — SOF Lapel Pin. Red. $3.50 
#7021 — SOF Upel Pin. Silver. $5.00 
#7022 — SOF Beret Badge. Red. $7.00 
#7023 — SOF Beret Badge. Silver. $8.00 
#7024 — SOF Beret Badge. Black. $8.00 
#7043 — SOF Lapel Pin. Gold. $5.00 
#7053 — SOF Death to Tyrants Cap 
Badge. $5.95 


#7031 — Of®fiai.®(9HLg. $7.95 
#7045 SOF Zippo Lighter. Olive 
drab. $10.00 

#7050 — SOF Luggage Tag. $4.95 
#7033 — SOF Binders. Not shown. 
$7.95 

#7054 — SOF Garland Ballpoint Pen. 
Not shown. $14.95 
#7070 — 12 02. SOF MUG 
Not shown. $5-95 



#2002 — SOF Bail Cap. 
Maroon. $5.95 

#2004 — SOF Ball Cap. 

Top quality. Black cotton twill 
w/embroidered logo and 
scrambled eggs. Not shown* 

$8.95 



#2010 — Official SOF Field 
Cap. Khaki with nylon liner. 
$21.95 

#1050 — Official SOF Bush 
Shirt. Tropical weight. 100% 
cotton. Two pleated pockets 
with flaps, two shoulder 
epaulets and extra long tails. 
Khaki with Soldier of Fortune 
embroided over the left pock¬ 
et. S,M,L,XL. $24.95 
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We accept telephone orders on MasterCard & VISA — call us at (303) 449*3750. Sony, no collect calls 
accepted! PLEASE INCLUDE $1.75 FOR THE FIRST ITEM ORDERED — INCLUDE 75t FOR EACH 
ADDITIONAL ITEM FOR POSTAGE AND HANDUNG. Overseas orders add 30%. PLEASE ALLOW 4-6 
WEEKS FOR DELIVERY. 


















CUT ALONG DOTTED LINE 


SOF WANTS YOU! 


I. DEMOGRAPHICS 

1. What is your age?_ 

2. A) If you are a subscriber, how long have you been a subscriber?_ 

B) If you buy SOF one copy at a time, how long have you been reading SOF_and how many issues have you bought In 

the last six months?_ 

3. Are you a: veteran —, active duty military_, reservist__ law enforcement officer_, other (describe)?_ 

II. READER SURVEY 

1 . If you are a subscriber, go to question 2. If you bought this issue at a newsstand, why did you buy it? For example, did you buy it because you 
liked the cover photo, did one of the story blurbs on the cover make you interested in an article, or did you buy It because of a specific article? 


2. A) If you were the editor of SOF and for space reasons had to eliminate articles from the list below, which would you choose? Mark articles 
you would not run with an “X.” 


_All-Out Shoot-Out 

_Gain’s New Sniper Rifle 

_Bounty Hunter 

_Contra Aid 

_ComBloc Bayonets 

_Green Beret’s First Blood 

_Guerrilla Theater 


_Junk Force Junket 

_M16 90-Round Drums 

_Soldiers of Misfortune 

_“Platoon” 

_Stalking SWAPO 

_Tekna’s Wilderness Edge 


B) Why would you eliminate those articles? 


FIRST FOLD ♦ DOWN 


C) “Soldiers of Misfortune” is the first part of a three-part series. What is your opinion of two- or three-part articles?. 

3. A) Rank the columns from 1 to 4, according to your preference (1 being your favorite). 

_Battle Blades — Customize a Bargain Bowie _Combat Weaponcraft—In Time—On Target 

_Full Auto — Dream Battery _I Was There — “You’re Dead, You’re Dead” 

B) What’s good about your first choice (well written, like the subject, etc.) and what’s bad about your fourth choice? 


4. A) Rank the departments from 1 to 5, according to your preference (1 being your favorite). 

_Adventure Quartermaster 

_Bulletin Board 

_FLAK 

_In Review 

_Incoming 

B) What’s good about your first choice (well written, like the subject, etc.) and what’s bad about your fifth choice? 


5. A) If you were the editor of SOF, what topics would you give the most space to? List the topics from 1 to 15 (1 being the most important). 
_Combat Reporting _Military Affairs 

_Elite Units _Other Weapons (Tanks, Planes, Artillery) 

_Firearms _Personality Features second fold ♦ up 

- _Historical _Political Affairs - 

_How Tos _Test and Evaluation 

_Knives _Terrorism 

_Law Enforcement _Vietnam 

_Mercenary/Soldier of Fortune 

B) Are there any topics you would want articles about that are not listed above?_ 

C) Of the above topics, which would you eliminate and why?_ 


6. If you were going to assign a writer to do a “How To” article, what would you want him to write about? 


7. A) If you were going to send out SOF writers to cover wars, which ones would you cover? Rank them from 1 to 15 (1 being your first choice). If 
you wouldn’t cover them, leave the space blank. 


_Afghanistan 

_Angola 

_Burma 

_Cambodia 

_Chad 

_Eritrea 

_Iraq-lran 

_Lebanon 


_Mozambique 

_Nicaragua 

_Northern Ireland 

_Peru 

_Philippines 

_ Sudan 

_Surinam 


B) What geographical area would you rate as the most deserving of SOF coverage? 




_Southeast Asia (Cambodia, Burma, etc.) 

_Southwest Asia (Afghanistan, etc.) 

_Middle East (Lebanon, Iraq, etc.) 

_Central America (Nicaragua, etc.) 

_South America (Peru, Surinam, etc.) 


_Eastern Africa (Eritrea, etc.) 

_Northern Africa (Sudan, Chad, etc.) 

_Southern Africa (Mozambique, Angola, etc.) 

_Europe 

_Other_ 


OVER^ 































8. Do you want to read articles about SOF Special Projects (training teams, parachute jumps, freedom fighter assistance, etc.)? 

9. A) Rank the following types of covers 1-5, according to your preference (1 being the best). 

_Combat 

_Guns 

_“People” 

_Movie or Television Personalities 

_Graphic or “Painted” 

B) What was your favorite SOF cover photo?- 

10. Do you think any of the major articles In this issue are too long?- 

11. A) Is SOF better_, worse_, or the same_since you started reading the magazine? 

B) If you think It is better or worse, why?- 

12. What would you do to Improve SOF?- 


*This is a confidential survey — your name is not required. Opinions expressed will provide Soldier of Fortune Magazine editors with an insight as to 
what our readers are most interested in. 


PLACE 

STAMP 

HERE 


SOF Survey 
Dept. S114 
P.O. Box 1397 
Boulder, CO 80306 


Fold twice and tape to seal. DO NOT STAPLE. 












Sold on SOF? 
Subscribe & Save! 

IF you’re still buying SOF at a newsstand, paying 3 bucks a copy.. .IF you’re buying SOF hit 
or miss, getting only the copies you remember to pick up.. .IF you're committed to SOF's 
tough, practical stand on military aflairs and want to be part of it.. .IF you’re sincerely 
devoted to the principles of freedom and national defense that SOF broadcasts for all the 
world to hear.. .Then you must — must — subscribe to SOF now! 


Save Money 

Subscribe to SOF for just one year and pay about $2 for 
each issue and save money each time you read SOF. 

Subscribe for 2 years and save even more — over $1 
each issue. 

As much as we know you like SOF, it doesn’t make 
sense to pay more for it than you have to. Subscribe now 
and save over $11 a year, $27 over 2 years. Get smart, 
subscribe to SOF. 

Get all of SOF, 
like clockwork 

You might get a kick out of doing things the hard way, 
but buying SOF at newsstands is taking unnecessary 
chances. 

Guarantee that your copy is there every month, in your 
mailbox. Why wait until it reaches the newsstands? 
Subscribe now and every issue of SOF will be delivered to 
your door or your office. 

Make sure you don’t miss important issues of SOF and 
important insights into what’s going on around the globe. 

Be safe, subscribe to SOF! 

You could miss these 
upcoming stories! 

■ SOF brings you special weapons Intel on the latest 
Soviet silenced assassination pistol. 

■ War in Vietnam was never presented by the 
conventional press with the expertise, realism, 
sensitivity, accuracy or the “you are there’’ feeling of 
SOF. In upcoming months read the real story of why we 
threw thousands of troops into the then-unknown A 
Shau Valley. 

■ Gun reviews like no other magazine’s are what you get 
with a subscription to Soldier of Fortune. Staff reports 
tell you which guns work, which guns don’t, and how 
you can get them. 

■ Combat reporting is the reason most say they read 
SOF, from barracks to the legislature, and SOF will 
continue to bring you coverage from the world’s 
hotspots, featuring expanded coverage from Southeast 
Asia and South America. 


Get satisfaction 
GUARANTEED! 

You’re reading SOF right now. You know what It can 
deliver. And now you know what to expect in the near 
future. You know you can depend on SOF to tell it the way 
we see it, the way you see it! 

But we want to make sure you’re satisfied. That’s why 
we offer our MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE. If, for any 
reason whatever, you’re dissatisfied, just cancel your 
subscription and we’ll refund the unused balance. That’s all 
there Is to it. 

We believe, however, that you’ll continue to read SOF 
with increased interest in ... increased excitement about 
... and, sometimes, increased rage against ... the 
subjects, people, governments and policies covered in 
SOF. We hope so because that’s our philosophy — BE 
INVOLVED! And we want you to be involved, too. 


Subscribe to SOF ... NOW! 
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SOF MERCENARIES 


SOLDIERS OF 

MISFORTUIVE 


Best-Laid Plans of Mice and Mercs 


by Pierre Duvall 


In March 1986, eight Americans and nine 
Argentine merchant sailors were arrested 
while aboard ship in Guanabara Bay off Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil. Their 120-foot ocean¬ 
going tug, the Panamanian-registered 
Nobistor, was seized by the Brazilian feder¬ 
al police and six tons of weapons, ammuni¬ 
tion and other military gear were conBs- 
cated. 

The Americans claimed they were Viet¬ 
nam vets and military trainers hired to guard 
the Nobistor’s cargo, which ostensibly was 
purchased in Buenos Aires, Argentina by 
the Defense Ministry of Ghana, a country in 
west Africa. In reality, these men were on 
their way to pull off the most audacious 
coup d'etat in recent history. 

What follows, in this first of a three-part 
series, is a personal account by the Ameri¬ 
can mercenary who organized and planned 
this operation — and who was later cut out 


n. 


I 



Loaded with six tons of materiel, eight 
American meres and nine Argentine 
merchant sailors, the 120-foot Nobistor 
steams toward west African country of 
Ghana for daring coup attempt to depose 
Ghanaian President Jerry Rawlings. 

of it. It's a tale of high-level intrigue involv¬ 
ing American meres and an exiled Ghanaian 
businessman, Hong Kong banking and 
gambling interests, the New York City 
Chinese Mafia, the Israeli Mossad and 
Argentine arms dealers, the FBI—and the 
Central Intelligence Agency. 

It's also about money and greed, cross 
and double-cross, and a lot of questions that 
will probably never be answered. SOF has 
followed this story from day one of the 
operation and has interviewed most of the 
principals in depth. Yet the complete tale of 
these **dogs of war" and their backers will 
probably never be known: Each party, when 
they did talk, had their own version to tell. 

As of this writing, four of the Americans 
were still in confinement, either in Brazil or 
in Argentina, which had demanded extradi¬ 
tion of all eight. Four others escaped from a 
Brazilian maximum security prison in mid- 
December 1986. Three made them way to 
Bolivia, where SOF Senior Editor John 
Coleman met them; they eventually made it 
back to the United States on Christmas Day. 
As we went to press, the fourth mere was 
still traveling via his own route home. 

— The Editors 


1 9 VE been- a soldier and a mercenary 
most of my life. It’s what I know and 
do best, and I make no apologies to anyone 
for my work. When a job comes up and 
there’s enough money there to m^e it 

Path of American meres from Buenos Aires, 
Argentina to Accra, Ghana ended abruptly 
as Brazilian officials seized their ship en 
route in Guanabara Bay off Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil. 
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worth my while, I take it. That’s how I got 
involved in the plot to overthrow Jerry 
Rawling’s government of Ghana. 

It was late 1985 and I was in between 
work. My last job, protecting some mines in 
Kentucky during a vicious labor dispute, 
had been OK in the beginning. The pay was 
good and we all got along pretty well 
together, but then it turned into a rake-the- 
leaves-and-water-the-grass drill. I’d been a 
sergent-chef [chief sergeant] in the French 
Foreign Legion and just didn’t do that shit, 
so I left. 

My money situation was getting tight and 
I was getting bored when I got a phone call 
in early November. It was an old friend who 
was a close associate of Holden Roberto, 
the Angolan FNLA leader. He knew some- ^ 
one who needed a job done. Was I in- 5L 
terested? 5 

“Sure,” I told him. “Does he have any ® 
money to back it up?” t 

“$175,000,” Jose answered. “He wants o 
to meet you in Miami. Can you come?” ^ 

It only took me a second to decide. Nine- s 
ty-nine percent of all mere offers promised | 
money when the job was done, none up- “ 
front. I accepted. 

“OK, but you’ll have to pay your way,” 
my friend said. “He’ll reimburse you when 
you arrive.” Jose went on to describe the 
man I’d be meeting at the Miami airport. 

But after I’d hung up, I had second 
thoughts. I could scrape enough money 
together for the flight but would have noth¬ 
ing left over at all. I’d been through too 
many of these deals and had been left 
stranded with nothing to show for it. I just 
wasn’t convinced there was anything to this 
one, so I let it go. 

My phone rang early the next day. 
“Where were you?” It was a voice I didn’t 
know, the words spoken in English with an 
unmistakable African accent. “I was 
waiting.” 

That call was enough to convince me. 
There was a change of plan — I would now 
meet my contact in New Yoik—so I bought a 
ticket and caught the next Piedmont flight out. 

As planned, the man was waiting at the 
unloading gate. He was African black, short 
and well-dressed. In his hand was the tip-off 
— a white envelope — which he held 
against his chest. 1 walked up to him and 
said, “I’m the person you’re waiting for.” 

He nodded and we left the airport without 
another word being said. The silence con¬ 
tinued in the taxi as we headed into the city. 

My contact was being cautious, checking 
the traffic behind the cab while we rolled 
down the Horace Harding Expressway and 
exited onto Queens Boulevard. Out the win¬ 
dow I noticed a tall building with the sign, 
“Lafrak City,” on top. That was our des¬ 
tination. 

It was one of those jam-packed, multi¬ 
storied and multibuilding complexes in the 
heart of New York City. It was a clean, 
low-rent kind of place — and it had security 
guards. We took our business outside and 
around the back to a large recreation area. 

We sat down on a bench and he opened his 


briefcase, pulling out a map and some other 
papers. 

“My name is Godfrey [Godfrey Osei] 
and I want you to do work for me, ’ ’ he said, 
spreading the map open on the seat. It was a 
Ghana Tourist Board map of Accra, the 
country’s capital. The work Godfrey 
wanted done was straightforward: organize 
a mercenary operation to overthrow Flight 
Lieutenant Jerry Rawlings, Ghana’s current 
president, secure the capital and hold it until 
Godfrey could take control of the country. 
Simple and difficult as that. 

I knew a little about Ghana and Rawlings, 
enough to know that he was just another 
African dictator of another backwater coun¬ 
try. I didn’t care who ran the place, and 
since the guy sitting across from me had the 
money to pay me, he’d be as good as any 
other. 

Godfrey told me he wanted 10-30 white 
meres in on the job and that he had 150-300 
Ghanaians living in exile in Britain and 
Ghana’s neighbor, the Ivory Coast, who 
would fill out the attack force. I was to 
organize the whole military side of the op¬ 
eration: work out the plan, buy the aircr^ 
or boats for the landing and all the weapons 
and gear we’d need. 

We worked on the preliminary plan of 
attack for quite a while. Godfrey wanted 
half the mere force to storm Rawling’s 
house — “The Castle” it was called on the 
map, on the southern edge of Accra on the 
beach — kill him, his family and anyone 
else hanging around there. TTie rest of the 
force would hit the prison about 1 Vi miles to 
the west, release and arm the prisoners — 
mostly influential businessmen and politi¬ 
cos, Godfrey said. The two forces would 
then link up near the broadcasting station a 
couple of miles north of the beach, secure it 
and broadcast a prerecorded tape from God¬ 
frey announcing the coup. 


In the meantime, some Ghanaian army 
units would join in the operation and take 
over Kotoka International Airport and other 
key points in the city. I don’t think they 
were so much on Godfrey’s side as against 
Rawlings. In other words, business as usual 
in Africa. 

It was pretty obvious that this was going 
to be a beach landing operation. Rawlings 
lived there and the prison was only spitting 
distance away. They were key targets and 
had to be hit immediately, and a beach 
assault was the best bet. That meant an 
ocean-going boat to get us offshore, rubber 
assault boats to get us on the beach — and a 
possible run-in with Ghana’s navy. 

“Don’t worry about that,” Godfrey said, 
waving his hand in dismissal. “I’ve taken 
care of it. The navy won’t bother us.” 

OK. I’d take his word for that as far as it 
went, but it was time to see if we were 
talking business or pipe dreams. 

“This will cost you a lot of money ... for 
me, the meres, a boat and all the gear. How 
much do you have?” 

Godfrey didn’t hesitate. “$175,000 now 
and I can get more. A lot more if we need it. ’ ’ 

That was the figure Jose had said on the 
phone earlier. I wanted to see some of it. “I 
want $5,000 for working and expense 
money up-front,” I told him. 

“Wait here,” the African said, leaving 
me on the bench with the map while he went 
up to his apartment. He was back in five 
minutes. 

“$5,000. Count it.” 

The plastic bag was two-inches thick and 
filled with $20s and $50s. I counted it and 
the $5,000 was all there. We were in busi¬ 
ness. 

Godfrey and I were wrapping up some 
details — a few code names, contact tele¬ 
phone numbers and the like — when he 
dropped a clanger on me. He hadn’t men- 
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tioned any time restrictions before and I 
figured there weren’t any. We’d just do the 
job when we were ready. 

“You need to be in Accra by Christ¬ 
mas,” he said, tapping the map of the city 
for emphasis. * ‘ Rawlings has sent 400 of his 
best troops to Cuba for training and they’ll 
be back by then.” 

He was nodding his head up and down 
like he was answering for me. “By Christ¬ 
mas,” he said again. 

That left me little more than six weeks. 
But hell ... if he was paying the freight I’d 
do my damnedest to be on the beaches by 
Christmas Eve. I’d learned in my 17 years 
with the Legion that nothing was impossi¬ 
ble. Sometimes difficult, but never impossi¬ 
ble. I told Godfrey we’d be there. 

During the meeting and the ride back to 
the airport, I found myself coming to like 
this little African from Ghana. He was kind 
of ... well, unsettled, but he knew what he 
wanted, was friendly enough and had the 
cash to back his plan. He even bought my 
ticket home at the airport. But I still didn’t 
really trust him. I don’t trust anyone in this 
business. Maybe that’s why I’m still 
around. 

My first job was to get the weapons. The 
easiest and cheapest would be the ComBloc 
type — AKs, RPGs, light mortars and such 
— along with enough ammo and grenades 
to outfit 150 troops. They’d also be the 
easiest to resupply once we hit Accra. 

I had a contact who’d let me know 
sometime back that he had ready access to 
what I needed. He’d said he could get 
PLO AKs, so I gave him a call. I told him I 
was looking to buy some materials, could 
he help? His answer was to come on out 
and we’d discuss it. 

Dave’s company was located out on the 
West Coast near Los Angeles, It was a high- 
tech security firm and I knew they had con¬ 
nects with the FBI and the State Depart¬ 
ment. They had demonstrated some of their 
gear to the Los Angeles Police Department 
for Olympic security and had tri^ to get 
State approval to send certain devices to 
Central America. State turned them down, 
but they’d slipped some through customs 
anyway. 

Dave and his partner Jeff met me at John 
Wayne Airport in Orange County. They 
started pumping me immediately for in¬ 
formation on the operation. I managed to 
put them off until we settled into Dave’s 
plush office in an upper-class L.A. business 
district. 

“OK. Tell me exactly what sort of equip¬ 
ment you’re looking for and where you want 
to employ it,” Dave shot at me. Jeff sat in 
the comer, not saying anything. I had a 
feeling they were recording all of this, but I 
knew it wouldn’t do them any good to let it 
out. They’d get stung just as bad as me. 

“I need 150 AKs, some light machine 
guns and RPGs, grenades and ammo. 
What’s your price?” This kind of job only 
called for the basics. I didn’t want any high- 
tech shit, just trigger-puller gear. 

There was a pause and then Jeff an¬ 



Ted (standing) and Osei went straight to the 
New York Chinese Mafia boss (center) for 
the money. Once the suitcases loaded with 
$750,000 in cash were stowed in the taxi, 
Osei was ready to cut me out. Illustration 
by Darrell D. Mayabb 




swered. “$1,500 for each AK.” 

“Bullshit. No way in hell I’ll pay that. 
I’ve only got $175,000 so you have to do 
better,” I told them. 

We haggled some more, but Dave and 
Jeff were more interested in the plan. They 
pumped and squeezed for information and 
started guessing that the op was in Africa. I 
cut them short. 

“Look ... I’ll go outside for awhile. 
You guys come up with a price for the guns 
we can work with.” I left them both in 
Dave’s office and went out to call Godfrey 
on a pay phone. I told him we’d need a lot 
more money than his $175,000 to buy the 
weapons. 

“Don’t worry about money,” Godfrey 
said. “I can get whatever we need.” 

About 20 minutes later I went back into 
the office. Dave wasn’t there. 

“Here’s what we’ll do for you,” Jeff 
said. “The AKs will run $220 each if you 
buy in bulk— 1,000 or more. The more you 
buy, the cheaper they get. We can get you 
RPG-2S for $3,500-$4,000 each. We’ll fig¬ 
ure out a price for the rest later. Are you 
interested?” 

Fuck no I wasn’t interested. They were 
scamming me and I knew it. Just then Dave 
came back into the office and immediately 
started pumping me for more information: 
Where were we going? When did we need 


the weapons? Did we need transportation? 
Who was involved? 

Dave started coming on with the big- 
buddy act, the we’re-all-in-this-together 
line. 

“Hey, we know it’s in Africa and we can 
help you out. Is it Nigeria? We know people 
there and can set up a staging area for you. ’ ’ 

We went back and forth some more, then 
somehow Dave latched onto Ghana as the 
target and wouldn’t let go. I just didn’t say 
anything and the talk went back to the 
weapons buy. 

‘ To get the stuff you need we’ll have to 
go to Hong Kong,” Dave said. “We can 
buy a boat there and load the weapons 
directly. But it’s going to cost you an extra 
15-20 percent commission. 

“Tell you what. We’ll cany out the entire 
operation for $2.5 million — weapons, 
transport, recruiting ... everything that 
needs to be done. Give us the $175,000 as a 
down payment and we’ll get it rolling.” 

I thought about it for a second. “What do 
I get out of this deal?” 

“You’ll be in on it. We’ll cut you in on 
the profits,” Dave promised. 

Sure they would. Then Jeff suggested 
putting John Early [a veteran of the Vietnam 
and Rhodesian wars, technical adviser for 
the movie “Red Dawn” and one-time SOF 
contributor] in charge of the operation. At 
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close to what we needed. The weapons 
alone would eat it up and we still needed a 
boat and a lot more gear. Plus, he’d have to 
pay the meres’ fee and the cost of their 
transport. 

He wasn’t very happy, but told me again 
that he could raise the cash. 

Godfrey started pacing the room, worried 
that we couldn’t get the job done by Christ¬ 
mas. He started going over the plan again, 
talking more to the room than to me. The 
more he talked, the more I was convinced 
that the U.S. government was involved in 
this deal. 

Finally I asked him. “Have you con¬ 
tacted the CIA about this job?” 

Godfrey didn’t tr>' to cover up anything. 
“The CIA and FBI flew me to Washing¬ 
ton,” he said. “I met Casey and McFar- 
lane, and then went to Langley.[William 
Casey is the head of the Central Intelligence 
Agency, headquartered at Langley, Virgin¬ 
ia. Robert “Bud” McFarlane once headed 
the National Security Council.] 

I wasn’t really surprised to hear that. The 
Agency’s involvement with Ghana was no 
secret. 

Godfrey told me that some people at 
Langley and with the FBI had gone over his 
plan with him and made some suggestions. 
They were the ones who said a boat op was 
the way to go, and had made some markings 


that point I said I had to get back and talk 
with my contact. 

“We can get this thing underway while 
you’re gone,” Dave told me. “Leave me 
$2,500 as a good faith payment and we’ll 
get moving on it.” 

I didn’t trust either one of them, but I 
knew where to find them again. They knew 
that too. I counted out the money, then Jeff 
drove me to LAX (Los Angeles Internation¬ 
al Airport). He kept pumping me for in¬ 
formation all the way to the ticket counter, 
then waited while I arranged my flight. He 
wanted to see where I was going. 

New York was my destination, but I 
bought a ticket to Denver for Jeffs benefit. I 
told him I’d be in touch. I connected to New 
York from Stapleton Airport in Denver. The 
flights were good enough, but I wasn’t hap¬ 
py at all about Dave and Jeff in Los 
Angeles. 

I booked a room at the Holiday Inn near 
LaGuardia Airport in New York and called 
Godfrey. I didn’t tell him anything on the 
phone but told him to meet me at the hotel. 
He arrived a little while later, excited to hear 
what I had to tell him about my trip. 

His mood changed soon enough. He 
bitched about the cost of the trip, the cost of 
the weapons and the $2,5(X) I’d left with 
Dave, V^ile we were on the subject, I told 
him that his 175 grand wouldn’t even be 


on Godfrey’s map of Accra. He said he still 
had contacts with the Agency who would 
supply him with information. 

Then he changed the subject and started 
talking about why he was doing this job, 

‘ ‘I was a businessman in Accra, ’ ’ he said, 
still pacing with a worried look. “I owned a 
trucking company and was well off. Then 
Rawlings came in. Government changed 
and was too restrictive and I had to show all 
my assets. When they saw how much I had, 
they just took it away and put me in jail. 
They took all my trucks and property.” 

He was talking nonstop now, a worried 
little man trying to overthrow a country. 

“Rawlings also put the other rich 
businessmen in jail too. Especially those 
who ran the diamond and gold mines. 

“I was held at The Castle, where Raw¬ 
lings lived. My wife smuggled me in a pis¬ 
tol. I escaped and, with some other people, 
took over the radio station, to tell the people 
to throw Rawlings out.” 

He stopped talking and looked at me like 
I’d just arrived. “I was sentenced to two 
years for trying to overthrow the govern¬ 
ment. The Swiss organized my release and 
the INS (Immigration and Naturalization 
Service) let me and my family into the Unit¬ 
ed States. 

“I’ve been working very hard ever since 
to go back,” he finished. 

It was interesting, but I didn’t really care 
about his reasons, I was more interested in 
the job we had to do right now. 

“Tell me more about what the govern¬ 
ment did for you in Washington,” I pressed 
him. 

Godfrey sat down on the bed and looked 
at some of his papers. “Contacts,” he an¬ 
swered. “They talked to some people in 
Hong Kong and the Israelis at the U.N.” 

It was vague, and he turned his attention 
back to me. “You’ve got to get this done 
before Christmas! His troops will be back 
from Cuba by then!” He started pacing back 
and forth again. 

“You must neutralize Rawlings, his 
family, everyone in The Castle — and any¬ 
one on the first night who shoots at you. 
You have full authority to do everything you 
need to do!” 

That was fine with me, but first things 
came first. We talked about money again. 
He said he wanted 30 white mere troops, 
and I said I wanted $3,0(X) per man per 
month, a $10,000 bonus and round-trip 
ticket for each. He’d need a lot more money 
than he had. 

“I can get the money from the Chinese 
Mafia in New York,” Godfrey answered. 
“They represent Hong Kong banking peo¬ 
ple. They want to move their business to 
Ghana and work there. So do the gambling 
casino people. That can only happen when 
I’m president, so they’ll give me the money 
you need.” 

I told him I’d keep working on getting the 
weapons. We talked about a few more 
things, mainly money, and left it at that. 

I made another trip to Los Angeles to see 
Dave and Jeff. They told me they were 
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working on the weapons, but they still 
needed more money — and information. 
They didn’t get either from me. 

The next few weeks were spent recruiting 
meres and trying to find another source of 
weapons and gear in case the L. A. connec¬ 
tion fell through. I had a lot more luck with 
the first than the second. 

Godfrey wanted American meres for this 
job. I wanted Legionnaires. Americans plan 
too much and want too much equipment. 
Legionnaires just need a rifle and a place to 
point it. But I was running out of time, so I 
ran up a $600 phone bill bringing Amer¬ 
icans in on the job. 

I had another meeting with Godfrey in 
New York around the first part of December 
and brought him up to date. There was no 
way we’d make it by Christmas and I told 
him so. He didn’t seem too worried about it. 
I told him I needed more money. He said he 
could get it from the Chinese Mafia at 1,000 
percent interest. He didn’t seem worried 
about that either. He also said he’d been in 
contact with the CIA and told them about 
Dave and Jeff’s involvement with the 
weapons buy. 

“They said they didn’t know that Dave 
was in the mercenary arms business,” God¬ 
frey said. “They weren’t pleased at all!” 

By this time I’d talked with Dave a few 
times on the phone. They were stalling me, 
trying to take over the operation. They 
wanted Godfrey to come out to the West 
Coast and deal with them directly. They 
really wanted me out of the operation entire¬ 
ly and I knew it. 

I’d had enough of their bullshit. I called 
Dave just before Christmas and told him the 
deal was off and I wanted my $2,500 back. 
He hedged. 

“Take it easy,” he told me. “We’re 
working on raising the $2V^ million to pull 
this deal off for you.” 

“Fuck you. You’re out of it and I want 


my money back.” 

“Now you look here,” Dave shouted 
back at me over the long-distance line. 
“That $2,500 is expenses for my time! I 
earned it.” 

That finally broke my back. “You’d bet¬ 
ter get me my money right now or I’ll kill 
you. And kill your family. ’ * I didn’t need to 
shout. He knew I meant it. 

That shut him up fast. Then I added, 
“The Agency knows you’re in this deal and 
they’re pissed off about it. Get my money or 
_” I left the rest unsaid. 

“Call me back in two days,*’ Dave said 
quietly. “I’ll have your cash. ’’ That was the 
last contact I ever had with Dave, Jeff or 
their company. My calls to their office on 
the Coast went unanswered. So did my calls 
to Dave’s apartment and his hangout in Las 
Vegas. They just dropped out of sight and so 
did my $2,500. 

Godfrey was highly pissed off when I 
gave him the word. He accused me of steal¬ 
ing the money. I hadn’t, but I was going 
through my initial $5,000 pretty fast with¬ 
out a lot to show for it. I told Godfrey to sit 
tight, that I had other sources to check for 
weapons. Since we’d already blown the 
Christmas deadline, there was no longer any 
rush. He said to keep in touch. 

I wasn’t really worried about finding a 
source for the weapons we’d need to take 
out Rawlings and his crew. What worried 
me was the money and the time factor. If I 
didn’t start producing soon, Godfrey might 
cut me out of the job and find someone else 
to do it. And I didn’t want to miss out on this 
op. It was the kind of work I was good at, 
and there hadn’t been much of it floating 
around lately. 

I got on the phone to Bob Foti, a fellow 
I’d worked with on the mine security job in 
Kentucky. I didn’t trust him, but he might 
have the right connects to buy some 
weapons. 



“I’ve already been in on this deal be¬ 
fore,” he told me. “Some friends of God¬ 
frey’s in the gold mining business in Ghana 
hired us to do a feasibility study on taking 
the place out.” 

He and four other meres had been hired 
for $25,000 each, Foti said. They’d spent a 
month in a London hotel working the plan. 
One guy had flown to Accra to check it out 
and make contact with the organizers. They 
submitted their plan but the gold mining 
people had chickened out. Foti and the 
others didn’t bother to return their unused 
expense money but had split back to the 
States instead. 

“I can get you the stuff you need from 
Beirut,” Foti said, “but it’s going to cost a 
lot ... a couple hundred thou at least.” 

By this stage I didn’t know how much 
money Godfrey had to spend on the opera¬ 
tion. He was getting tight with his pocket- 
book. “Look, we haven’t got that kind of 
cash to spend. Just forget I talked to you, ’ ’ I 
told him. 

But Foti didn’t want to let it go that easi¬ 
ly. “Wait a second. Sounds like you’ve got 
a good deal going here so let’s don’t blow it. 
Let’s just milk Godfrey for as much as we 
can get... lead him along for as long as we 
can.” 

I may be a lot of things, but that shit 
wasn’t my style. Double-cross too many 
people in this business and pretty soon 
you’re out of it — or dead. 

“No way,” I told him. “But if you can 
come up with some money backers or a 
ship, rU cut you in on the job.” 

Foti told me he’d work on it. 

I had another meeting with Godfrey in 
New York in January to discuss progress. I 
had his 30 meres lined up, but still no solid 
line on weapons or transport. I told him I 
was still checking for sources — maybe 
Beirut — and financial backers to help pick 
up costs. Godfrey thought he had spme con¬ 
nections in Spain to get the weapons and 
some people in London who could organize 
a boat. 

We also talked about an incident that 
helped confirm my feeling that Uncle Sam 
was involved in all of this. A little while 
earlier, the FBI had busted three Ghanaians 
in Newark, New Jersey. It had been a sting 
operation, a setup. The Ghanaians had tried 
to buy weapons from an agent posing as an 
arms dealer, and they had $200,000 in cash 
to do it. 

The big question was why. 

“Rawlings sent an envoy to the White 
House,” Godfrey said. “He told them that 
the Ghanaian government knew the U.S. 
was letting dissidents use the U.S. to stage a 
coup, and Rawlings wanted something done 
about it.” 

He shrugged his shoulders. “It was a 
goodwill gesture. It appeased Rawlings. 
And it got our opposition out of the way,” 
he added, smiling. 

‘ ‘Did the CIA set this thing up to give us a 
free hand?” I asked him pointblank. 

He just shrugged again and said, “It 
doesn’t matter. It doesn’t involve us.” 
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I got back in touch with Foti to see what 
he*d turned up. He said he’d found some 
investors and a line on the weapons, and 
wanted to meet with Godfrey. I set it up. I 
wasn’t there when Foti came to New Yoric 
and saw Godfrey, but Godfrey said later that 
he’d paid Foti $500 to cover his expenses. 
He didn’t say anything else about their 
meeting. 

By this time I knew we couldn’t get the 
weapons in the U.S. It probably wasn’t a 
good idea anyway; too many U.S. laws 
would be broken, and Godfrey wanted to 
steer clear of doing that. He also dropped 
the idea of 30 meres and asked if 1 could get 
10-15 for $3,000 each. No problem. He said 
again that he’d arranged to get more money 
from the Chinese Mafia — at 1,000 percent 
interest. 

Since I was sure Godfrey was tied in with 
the Agency on this, 1 asked him why he 
didn’t get the CIA to set up the weapons and 
boat. 

“I have,” he told me. “They will supply 
all the materials, you just come up with the 
people!” 

I did. But now, Foti was trying to cut 
himself in in a big way. He wanted $ 12,000 
up-front and $12,000 after the job was done 
for each man, and a bonus. He was talking 
directly to Godfrey, telling him fuck knows 
what, but Godfrey seemed interested. 1 told 
him he’d be wasting too much money, and 
to check with the Agency on Foti and his 
partner, John Early. 

A couple of days later he got back to me. 
He’d talked to his contact at the Agency and 
they weren’t happy at all with Early’s in¬ 
volvement. “Too much drugs and alco¬ 
hol,” Godfrey said. 

I told Godfrey to cut Foti and Early out of 
the job. For one thing, Foti wanted too 
many guarantees. He wanted too much 
money. He wanted back-ups and back-ups 
to the back-ups. This was a trigger-puller 
job, simple as that. We didn’t need big guns 
and high-tech, just guys to hit the beach and 
do the job — like Legiormaires would have 
done. That’s why I wanted Legiormaires. 
Americans plan too much and want too 
much, just like in Vietnam. Foti was trying 
to make his own deal with Godfrey, and I 
didn’t trust Early or some of his fnends. 
Godfrey didn’t t^ about them again and I 
didn’t bring the subject up. 

Around mid-January, Godfrey flew to 
Washington for a meeting. He came back 
and told me the CIA would be sending a 
handler down who would act as a liaison 
officer. The guy would go with them to 
Accra on the boat and would be making 
arrangements. Godfrey told me his name 
was Ted and that he had been a CIA contract 
player/Air America pilot for a long time. As 
I got some more details later, I found out 
that Ted had worked with the Vermeil Cor¬ 
poration in Iran, flew a lot in Central Amer¬ 
ica and had smuggled TV sets into Mexico 
on black-painted C-47s. He was currently 
operating out of a little Texas town called 
Plano, near Dallas. 

My first meeting with Ted was in room 


Godfrey Osei (right), mastermind behind 
coup attempt, meeting in bridge of Nobistor 
with Argentine Naval Intelligence officer 
Louis Kubet Oeft) to sign contract for use of 
ship, 

164 of the Best Western Midway Motel in 
Hushing, New York. He was around five- 
foot-eight with thinning, sandy hair, and I 
pegged him at about 150 pounds and 45-50 
years old. He did have a Texas drawl—and 
he knew the whole plan. 

He laid out detailed maps of Ghana and 
Accra, and also some navigational shipping 
maps, on the bed. All the maps were cov¬ 
ered with notes, azimuth plottings and what 
looked like code numbers of some sort. 

We talked for quite a while. Ted was 
friendly enough and I got the feeling that he 
was on the level. He told me an Israeli 
Mossad agent had left just before I arrived. 
The Israeli had agreed to organize a boat for 
the job and to set up the arms buy with an 
Argentine banker in Buenos Aires. 

“The Israelis owe us a favor,” Ted ex¬ 
plained. “The Mossad uses this banker for 
some things, and he’ll rent us a boat and 
crew for $1,000 a day. 

“This guy owns the shipping company, 
owns a bank in Zurich ... and owns the 
arms companies in Argentina where we’ll 
get the weapons — 150 of their version of 
the FN FAL, rocket launchers, machine 
guns, pistols, rubber boats, medical stuff 
... everything.” 

“Godfoy’s got the money for this?” I 
asked him. 

“$750,000 will be here tomorrow. The 
Israelis are going to do us a favor on that 
too. We’ll make the deposit in a foreign 
bank here and have it transferred to Buenos 
Aires. But the records will indicate that the 
deposit was made outside the United 
States, ’ * Ted told me. The banker in Argen¬ 
tina would be getting $10,000 up-fh)nt — 
also organized by the Israelis — to get the 
ball rolling. 

The job was getting better. Things were 
finally coming together. We spent some 
hours woridng out requirements for the mis¬ 


sion and how much it would cost. The boat 
and crew would run $34,000; 150 FNs at 
$320 each. Including 10 magazines and 
1,000 rounds; about $150,000 for Argen¬ 
tine machine guns, rocket launchers, pis¬ 
tols, light mortars and ammunition, as well 
as rubber boats, uniforms, medical gear and 
radios; $48,000 for round-trip tickets for 30 
meres to Argentina (we’d gone back to the 
number 30 instead of Godfrey’s 10-15, 
figuring the money’d be there to cover the 
extra cost); $120,000 to cover the meres’ 
one-month fee and $10,000 bonus at the 
end; and $60,000 to pay for 120 Ghanaians 
living in exile in the Ivory Coast who would 
be part of the attack force. 

It totaled out to around $650,000, leaving 
us with $100,000 for contingency funds. 

Godfrey had joined us in the room and he 
and Ted left to get the money. Godfrey had 
pretty much told me it would be coming 
through the CIA, but I had the feeling he 
was still dealing with the New York (Chinese 
Mafia. That turned out to be true. 

They came back about an hour later — 
without the cash and bitching about the 
Chinese. They had wanted a full accounta¬ 
bility from Godfrey on the initial $225,000 
they had loaned him (Godfrey’d told me he 
had $175,000 for the job. What he’d done 
with the other $50,000 I’ll never know.). 
They thought he was stealing from them and 
they weren’t happy about it. They’d made 
noises about what would happen to Godfrey 
and his family if that were true. 

Ted and Godfrey had managed to cool 
them down and were to meet them later and 
pick up the $750,000. I went out for some 
food. When I came back, Ted and Godfrey 
took me down the street from the motel and 
into an apartment building. We climbed up 
two nights of stairs and went into a room. 

Three Chinese men were waiting for us. 
The deal, as I understood it, was for each to 
put up $225,0(X). They were repping for 
Hong Kong banks and casinos and figured 
they’d get a hefty return if the plan worked. 
After some polite small talk, two of the 

Continued on page 99 
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SOF CENTRAL AMERICA 

CONTRA AID 

Sandinistas Never Had It So Bad 



I T was late afternoon on 17 October 1986 
and the sun was dropping fast behind the 
mountains along the Honduran-Nicaraguan 
border. Enrique Bermudez, the Nicaraguan 
Democratic Force’s (FDN) military com¬ 
mander, was determined to bring the good 
news to as many of his anti-commimist con¬ 
tra freedom fighters as possible before 
nightfall. 

“The American Congress has just made 
final passage of our $100 million aid,” 
shouted the tough, fatigue-clad cowandante 
to some 200 guerrillas standing in forma¬ 
tion. “Soon we will have the guns, 
ammunition, boots and supplies to intensify 
our struggle inside Nicaragua. But we will 
have to fight hard and score impressive vic¬ 
tories in the coming months if we are to 
count on the Congress to continue support¬ 
ing us.” 

After months of political infighting in 
Washington, the United States was about to 
resume military aid to the freedom fighters 
seeking to overthrow the Soviet-backed re- 


by Steve Salisbury 

gime in Managua. For the last two years a 
congressional ban on U.S. militaiy assis¬ 
tance to the Nicaraguan insurgency had 
pushed the contras close to defeat. Sandinis- 
ta troops, led by Cuban combat advisers and 
supported by Soviet-made Mi-24 H/nd heli¬ 
copter gunships and heavy artillery, drove 
most of the ill-equipped contra forces into 
Honduras and Costa Rica. If not for a net¬ 
work of covert and private-sector support, 
the contras would probably have collapsed. 


OUR MAN DOWN > 

SOUTH,,;, -A, 

Steve Salisbury, SOF’s Central America 
correspondent, is well-known to our 
readers for his firsthand accounts of the 
guerrilla war in El Salvador and action 
elsewhere in the region, and for his con¬ 
tinuing coverage of the contra move¬ 
ment. 


Still, this covert and private aid was not 
enough for the contras to take the offensive. 
Bermudez insists the $100 million is. 

From 17 to 19 October, French author 
and photo^apher Jean Louis Clariond and I 
were the first journalists in months to visit 
the FDN’s border base camps. We asked the 
freedom fighters about the impact the $100 
million in aid would have on the course of 
their war. 

“Who knows if it is enough to win?” 
Bermudez said as he relaxed in a peasant’s 
mud hut after finishing his twilight pep talk. 
“But it’s a start. We can now regain the 
territory we had to abandon over the last 
couple years because of the cutoff of Amer¬ 
ican military support. We can hurt the com¬ 
munists and destabilize them. But it’s a 
question of American resolve, too. Our job 
is to show results so that the Americans can 
continue supporting us.” Bermudez’s cof¬ 
fee-colored eyes flashed in the dim candle¬ 
light and several officers of the FDN’s 
general staff who were seated at the table 


40 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


APRIL 87 










ABOVE LEFT: Contra sniper with an 
antiquated Ml-D Garand sniper rifle. 
Contras flght with any weapons available, 
making logistics a nightmare. Photo: Ralph 
Edens 

ABOVE: One essential item of the contra 
arsenal never in short supply — enthusiasm 
for the cause. Photo: Jean Louis Clariond 

ABOVE RIGHT: Young FDN contras 
become men-at-arms at a contra training 
camp near the Nicaraguan border. Photo: 
Jean Louis Clariond 


with us nodded in agreement. 

“We are going to use classic guerrilla 
tactics,” continued the 54-year-old Ber¬ 
mudez, who attended militaiy engineering 
school in Brazil, General Staff College at 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas and counterin¬ 
surgency courses at Fort Gullick, Panama. 
“We’re going to hit the economic targets 
that feed the communists’ war machine. 
We’re going to occasionally mount large 
raids. We’ll ambush the Sandinistas and 
attack them when we have the advantage, 
but we’ll avoid their heavily defended mili¬ 
tary installations. With our successes and 
greater presence our forces will grow. We 
have 18,000 men now — 16,000 com¬ 
batants, 2,000 who are administrative, 
medical, logistical or part of our air force — 
but we could double that. Then we’ll be able 
to take our war to the cities.” 

However, as a seasoned professional mil¬ 
itary man, Bermudez knows better than 
anyone that the obstacles to victory are 
great. A guerrilla movement has never top¬ 
pled a communist dictatorship and the San¬ 
dinistas, backed by full support from the 
Soviet bloc, are determined not to become 
the first to fall. Over the last few years their 


119,000-strong armed forces have dug in 
and mined the freedom fighters’ infiltration 
routes. An even greater problem for the 
contras is that the Sandinistas have adopted 
measures aimed at drying up the proverbial 
sea where Mao Tse-tung said guerrillas 
flourish: a sympathetic population. 

“The pihcoacos (a derogatory term for 
the Sandinistas meaning “yapping dogs”) 
are confiscating the land of the campesinos 
who support us and are relocating them to 
collective farms tightly controlled by the 
state,” Bermudez said. “Many people want 
to help us, but they fear Sandinista reprisals. 
The piris have killed, imprisoned and tor¬ 
tured many of our sympathizers. We will 
have more open support from the people 
when we are better able to protect our sup¬ 
porters.” 

But it’s a race against time, according to 
Bermudez. Every day it’s getting harder for 
the people to collaborate with contra forces, 
as the apparatus of repression and intimida¬ 
tion of the Sandinistas’ totalitarian state 
grows stronger. What particularly worries 
Bermudez are the Sandinista Defense Com- 


Enrique Bermudez, the FDN’s highly 
professional fleld commander. Photo: Topaz 



mittees, known by their Spanish initials 
CDS. 

“The CDS are the watch groups in every 
community that want to know and control 
every aspect of someone’s life,” the com¬ 
mander said. “They have control over 
where you go, what you do, or if you’ll 
receive food rations. In Nicaragua the gov¬ 
ernment rations everything. In this way, the 
communists make sure that the people 
won’t have enough to share with us. If 
someone wants an extra pair of boots or 
something, the CDS immediately thinks 
he’s going to give it to the contras. The CDS 
hasn’t consolidated throughout the whole 
country yet, but it’s doing so fast. What we 
need to do is advance militarily and politi¬ 
cally before it’s too late.” 

For the contras’ campaign to progress 
they will have to counter the Sandinistas’ 
fleet of Soviet-made helicopters — includ¬ 
ing the Mi-24 Hind gunship. To this end, 
American defense officials say they can 
provide Stinger or Redeye shoulder-held, 
surface-to-air missiles, but the contras may 
choose to purchase the cheaper Soviet-made 
SAM-7s on the international arms market. 

‘ ‘The Mi-24s are very dangerous, ’ ’ Com- 
andante Atila, the husky commander of a 
section of the Jorge Salazar Task Force, said 
during the second day of my visit with the 
contras. “But with the missiles we will be 
able to defend ourselves, hold territory and 
maybe declare a provisional government.” 

It would have been good to have an SAM 
handy that afternoon. The freedom fighters 
identified a plane flying over our encamp¬ 
ment as a Sandinista reconnaissance flight. 
“They have been flying reconnaissance 
over us every day,” I was told. Comandante 

Continued on page 85 
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SOF HIGH-RISK JOBS 


BOUNTY 


HUNTER 



Bob Burton and ^Tapa” Thorson make a 
pickup. This fugitive proved easy to track 
down and earned Burton a quick $2,500. 
Photo: David Bjorkman/National News 
Service 


Get Your Money Manhuntin’ 
and Your Kicks for Free 


by Sandy Sandfort 


W ANTED: DEAD OR ALIVE. You 
don’t see that kind of poster plastered 
on post office walls much anymore. Nowa¬ 
days, criminals on the loose are simply 
“wanted” by the law, and the judicial sys¬ 
tem (occasionally) does the rest. 

But who brings ’em back alive? The feds 
go after heavy-duty law breakers, and local 
law enforcement agencies work their own 
back alleys for the scum on the run. But how 
about your garden variety bail bond jumper? 


PRACTICED HAND 

Sandy Sandfort’s interests run the 
gamut tom law to medicine (he’s prac¬ 
ticed both). He’s written on a wide range 
of subjects from flying to international 
business, and has been featured in 
Reason Magazine and Investigate News¬ 
letter, among numerous other publica¬ 
tions. 


Or a missing person case? Or a debtor who 
decides that skipping town is easier than 
making payments? Bounty hunting is alive 
and well, ail right. In fact, with hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in reward money just 
waiting to be claimed, business is booming. 
And as long as people keep breaking the 
law, bounty hunting will continue to be a 
growth industry — for the right kind of 
hunter. 

Technically, “bounty” is the appropriate 
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FOE NUMEROUS CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY 


Ten thousand dollars in gold from Soldier 
of Fortune still awaits the ^^bounty hunter” 
who captures Idi Amin alive and transports 
him to proper authorities for trial in 
Uganda. 


term where the services or action of many 
persons are desired and each who acts upon 
the offer may entitle himself to the promised 
gratuity. “Reward’ ’ is the more proper term 
in the case of a single service, which can 
only be performed once and will be earned 
only by one person. Therefore, offers to all 
persons who kill coyotes are bounties. A 
reward is offered only to the person who 
succeeds in performing a given task. 

Nevertheless, the term “bounty hunter” 
is commonly used for persons who seek 
general rewards and operate under contract 
for the return of specific persons or proper¬ 
ty. And apprehending people obviously re¬ 
quires special knowledge and skills. Bounty 
hunting is not something that comes natural¬ 
ly or can be learned overnight. 

Knowledge is usually easier to obtain 
than the skills. Important information on 
skip tracing, records research, surveillance 
and the laws of arrest and of carrying con¬ 
cealed weapons is only as far away as your 
library. Learn about these subjects and 
cultivate contacts in, or associated with, the 
criminal community. This will prove in¬ 
valuable when hunting someone down. Re¬ 
member that most criminals are brought to 
justice on the basis of informants’ tips, not 
sophisticated police techniques and equip¬ 
ment. 

Skills can only be acquired through dili¬ 
gent practice and on-the-job training. Since 
bounty hunting involves considerable risk, 
you want to be sure of your abilities before 
you’re faced with a life-threatening situa¬ 
tion. 

Bounty hunters sooner or later have to 
rely on force, so all of the martial arts skills 
are helpful; hand-to-hand techniques like 
choke holds, take-downs and come-a-longs 
are often necessary during the apprehension 
process. Learning how to use clubs, black¬ 
jacks and other impact weapons, as well as 
the proper use of firearms, is vital. 

Another important area of expertise re¬ 
volves around professional driving skills: 
high-speed pursuit, evasion, defensive driv¬ 
ing and tailing procedures. 

Once you have the skills and knowledge 
it’s time to look for a paying job. Reward 
opportunities can be found on local, nation¬ 
al and international levels. Individuals, pri¬ 
vate organizations and governments are 
continually offering rewards open to anyone 
who can do the job. Though no central 
source for reward offers exists, a little 
homework is all it takes to find them. 

Your best bet is to look close to home, as 
those jobs provide the easiest access. But 
national and international opportunities, 
though they may seem unattainable, 
shouldn’t be overlooked—if you’re serious 
about the work. 


LOCAL 

Wherever there are criminal courts, there 
are bail bondsmen. To ensure that someone 
appears for a court date, a judge can either 
keep the accused in custody or release him 
for a certain amount of bail money. The idea 
of bail is to make it too expensive for some¬ 
one to forfeit the bond by failing to show up. 
Free enterprise has seen to it that even the 
less wealthy can take advantage of this sys¬ 
tem. For a fee, usually 10 percent of the 
bond, a bail bondsman will accept the eco¬ 
nomic risk of forfeiture. 

However, a bail bondsman who gets 
stiffed by a client is not without recourse. 
He doesn’t have to pay the court if he can 
produce the accused. Some bail bondsmen 
will go after the “bail jumper” themselves, 
but most will contract the job out to an agent 
— a professional bounty hunter. 

Preliminary information is available to 
anyone who takes the time to call area bail 
bondsmen. Because some may be reluctant 
to discuss the bounty hunting aspect of their 
business, you have to be persistent. The 
reason for the bondsman’s reluctance is 
easily explained — acting as a bail bonds¬ 
man’s agent is one of the most wide-open 
areas of the law. Unlike other aspects of 
modem life which are certified, licensed, 
taxed, regulated and often prohibited, boun¬ 
ty hunting is almost unaddressed by the law. 


It is the legal “gray area” of the profession 
that makes bail bondsmen nervous. 

In the final analysis, bondsmen need 
someone to act for them in bringing back 
bail jumpers. If you can offer the brains, the 
moxie and muscle, the bail bondsmen may 
commission you for the job. 

Bounty hunters are independent contrac¬ 
tors who get paid a negotiated percentage of 
the original bond. Typically, bail bondsmen 
will pay 20 percent of the bond they stand to 
lose. However, a higher percentage can 
often be negotiated if the time limit before 
forfeiture is short, if the trail is very cold, or 
if the bounty hunter has to go into Canada, 
Mexico or some other unsympathetic juris¬ 
diction. 

Just as bail bondsmen want their bail 
jumpers back, creditors want to find their 
skipped debtors. Large retail establish¬ 
ments, landlords, car dealers and credit in¬ 
stitutions are all interested in hiring good 
“skip tracers.” Tracking debtors doesn’t 
usually entail the physical apprehension of a 
subject, but similar techniques are required 
to find them. As with bail bondsmen, pay¬ 
ment is usually made on a commission 
basis, contingent upon successfully locating 
the subject. 

Recently, finding missing persons has 
become a big category for bounty hunters. 
Sadly, this category usually involves miss- 
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Patience is a virtue in the bounty hunting 
business. Here Bob Burton stakes out a New 
Mexico location with pistol cocked and 
ready (safety is on). 

ing children. While some children are taken 
by strangers (and will almost certainly never 
be seen again), most missing children are 
either runaways or have been taken by non¬ 
custodial parents. In those cases, prospects 
for successful location and recovery are 
quite good. Well-known bounty hunter 
Ralph “Papa” Thorson has largely ceased 
doing bail bond work in favor of looking for 
missing kids. [See “Wanted,” SOF, 
September ’85.] 

In almost every city there are organizations 
created to help parents find their missing chil¬ 
dren. In many cases, these organizations have 
posted rewards for information leading to the 
return of children. Listings can be found under 
“Social Service Oganizations” or others of 
that type in the Yellow Pages. 

Certain crimes almost always generate 
rewards for information leading to the arrest 
and conviction of the criminal. Even when a 
reward is not specifically mentioned, it’s a 
good bet that one exists in cases of murder 
(especially of a policeman, child or mer¬ 
chant), armed robbery (especially where the 
victim was seriously injured), rape, arson, 
malicious sabotage or large robberies 
(banks or armored cars). 

Even if a crime does not fall within these 
likely categories, call the news organization 
which reported the crime, the police, the 
victimized business or civic or social organ¬ 
izations associated with the crime’s victim. 


BOB BURTON: 
BOUNTY HUNTER 


primarify m CoUfomm. WjVft 
over 600 io his creditt Ourion 

knows wdf anyone, 

he"s wriutn & hrjcjjt ott fhe subject — 
Boumy ILtnrer, tyubHshed by 
Press, Depi. SOF, F O Pox n07, 
Bmfder, COS0306. Omoit himseif can 
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2230i, Sma C4 9312L 


SOF: As a hcniiUy liuruer. what do yo.is 
do? 

HURTON; I soiicii contracts in the bali 
bonid Industry' io pit^k wp bail rugitive*; 
who have failed (o make an appearaiice 
iri court and aie now in jeopardy of for- 
feitifig the iKssted hail amount shat die 
bmidstnan had to jxvst. 

SOF: How do you go alxiut your 
ness? 

BURTON: L make penodte calls on bail 
bondsmen in Los Angeles and ask if they 
have any business. Il’s as easy as that. 
SomedmeSs maybe three simes a year, i 
mail letters to bail bondsmen in large 
cities like Fort Worth, Dallas, Miami, 
Wew Orleans and Albuquerque and ask 
if they have any bail fugirives who have 
Red to the West CoasL If so. Til be glad 
to pick them Up. Thtrc Bie many bad 
fugitives in my Thiiy didn't origi- 
naic heiu, bui came from other cities. 
SOF: Is this dangerous work? 
BURTON: Yes The dangerisr>T always 
a falal gunshot wound- irs punches (o 
the face, tl’s vioknl conlfontalions. It 
can be the danger of eating many meals 
of cheap food, car accidenL^, falling 
down steps, as well as being shot or 
knifed. However, those things occur in 
only about 10-20 percent of the cases. 
SOF: Do you get paid well for these 
risks'? 

BURTON: No, unless you gel a really 
big case. Most of the cases are in the 
$400 lo SSOO range. If you work two to 
three cases a week, you can live well, 
SOF: What is a big case? 

BURTON; A big case Wijuld be if some¬ 
one like DeLorean liad jumped bifl S5 
million bail. You could probably have 
■commanded a prremium of Sl00,0t)Q lo 
$300,000 if you hrolighl him back. 
SOF' Would you say ihat bounty hunting 
Cun be done on a less than fidl-time 
basis? 

BURTON: arty one of your readers 

could do thk on a part-time basis very 
easily, 

SOF' How would Someone gc> about 
■ckiins I but? 


BURTON: He would introduce himself 
EO tocnl bail tKi^ndsmen in bis area and to 
bail bondsmen in bis vi^i a letter, 
letting them know (bat he's available for 
work. Let's say the iiian lives in I5an 
lYantisco. He .sihould write to all die 
boTHlsmen in areas like 5an Firaiicisco, 
San Diego and Lo? Angeles. '^Vhen a 
fugitive flees, be gt^s to other arcaj;. So 
in addition lo Jtavirig that percentage that 
will stay in an ansa, the bounty hunter 
can also work ca.ses for bondsmen in 
L-A-r from where a fugitive has fled to 
San Franclsco- 

SQF: What credentials should ijoiueone 
have who is just startitig out, and how 
much shsmid be charge? 
niJRTf.>N: He shouldn’t have to give 
an-y credeniiats. He Ju.st lias to come up 
with fairly good pneing — bow much he 
charge.s for a bail skip. Let's say he 
charges 20 percent of the bail for any bail 
skip in his state. He would charge 50 
percent of the bad if he had to go into 
Canada. He might charge 60 percent if 
he has to chase the fugitive into Mexico. 
He might charge 40-50 percent if he has 
to go into other slates. 

SOF: Is it more, difficult to apprehend a 
criminal out of state? 

BURTON: No. it’s (he lime wniTan(ed 
and the expenses.of travel. For instance, 
ITI chase a man ihrougli San Francisco 
for a thousand bucks, or 20 pertcnL 
which is a standard fee. But I won'E 
necessarily go up Eo Mon(iTia for & 
thousand. Maybe flJ charg.c 40 percent^ 
Eo make it a liElle more worthwbrie. 
SOF: This souisds like a “lake it or leave 
i(” sitUHiion [bribe bondstnesi. 
BURTON: WelL they have a choice oi' 
cither paying you the percentage you 
come up with or jxaying the stale l(W) 
percenl when the time is up to capuue 
the guy. In California, when a man 
jumps bail the bondsman has 181 days to 
caplutc him. If he doesn’t capture him m 
IS I days —■ six months — be pay, 

in cash, the pt^slcd amounE ihat he made 
wi(b his prumissory note. So, faced with 
paying 100 pereen( to the sEaie or 40 
perccnl to a bourt(y hunter, he'll make a 
deaL 

SOF: Is ] 81 days lypscal for mosr states? 
BURTON: |( does vary a |f./[. In Texas, 
forinsEance, you can almosl goon forev¬ 
er. I'vu hcitrd of cases Ebal went cm for 
ihiet? or four year.s and the tajudsman got 
his money back. In California, the 
bondsmen arc trying to w’ork a situation 
where if th^ man is caught, say, in eight 
monfiis, Ehe bondsman will gel a certain 
pcicenlftgc of his money back. As li 
sfarKls right now, he dcjesn’t get a dime 
buck aller (he 181st day, in my boak 
/^unrerj there is a Listing for 
every .state in the Union^ 

50F: LesaJly, what can vod do ami nol 
do? 

BURTON: "fTie key word Is ’f-eascin- 
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able, ” If you have a ‘ ‘take no prisoners” 
mentality, you're in the wrong business. 
You have to use judicious restraint in 
bringing these people back or you're 
going to have a lawsuit filed against you. 
For instance, in California, when you 
arrest a man you have 48 hours to bring 
him back to the jail of the jurisdiction 
from which he fled. If Fm arresting a 
bail bond skip from Orange County and I 
pick him up in San Francisco, Fve got to 
bring him back to Orange County. 
SOF: What if he skipped from another 
state? 

BURTON: That's okay. FIl just bring 
him back to the other state. The 1872 law 
we work under—a Supreme Court deci¬ 
sion, rather than a law — states that we 
may break and enter without previous 
notice, we may cany defendants across 
state line without process of extradition 
and we may work without search war¬ 
rant, even on the Sabbath. 

SOF: What about weapons? Do bounty 
hunters get permits to carry concealed 
weapons? 

BURTON: No. We would like to, but 
we can’t. 1 don’t have to carry a con¬ 
cealed weapon. The section of the Cali- 
fomiaPenaJ Code that deals with loaded 
guns says, “This section does not pre¬ 
clude any citizen from making a lawful 
arrest while using a loaded gun.” That's 
the section we work under. If a cop ar¬ 
rives on the scene while F m making an 
airest, the gun is exposed and I’m quite 
legal. Most police, however, know 
nothing about a bounty hunter’s rights, 
and they assume I can cany a concealed 
weapon. 

SOF: Is the document under which you 
work an arrest warrant? 

BURTON: It’s not really an arrest war¬ 
rant. It's called a ‘ ‘Certificate of Author¬ 
ity to Arrest” and it’s issued bv "he bail 
bonding company. In essence, the 
bondsman assigns to me, as his agent, a 
power of attorney to make the arrest. 
Because the bail jumper is considered 
chattel [i.e., persona! property of the 
bondsman], I may pick him up any¬ 
where, The Supreme Court ruling of 
1872 likens his arrest by a bounty hunter 
to a sheriff arresting an escaping 
prisoner. 

SOF: What sort of special knowledge 
must a bounty hunter have? 

BURTON: A smart bounty hunter must 
be able to go into court and make mo¬ 
tions. Say a Texas bail jumper has been 
picked up by a California police officer. 
The bail bondsman in Texas has, say, 
eight days to get the man back or the bail 
is forfeit. However, the man is lan¬ 
guishing in a California jail. A bounty 
hunter must be able to go in front of a 
judge and present bail motions to get that 
man released into his custody, so he may 
transport the prisoner back to Texas. 
Under most bail Jaws the clock doesn't 


stop ticking if the man is held in another 
state. He must be returned to the state 
from which he fled. There are about 30 
or 40 bail motions a bounty hunter has to 
know to get a prisoner released to his 
custody. Motions aren't always success¬ 
ful, but that's part of the job. 

SOF: What about your experiences with 
police officers? 

BURTON: Most of the time you go in, 
you tell them what you’re doing and they 
are more than happy to give you a mug 
shot. That's the only thing I really need 
the police for. I haven't had many con¬ 
frontations with police, though their in¬ 
terference has on occasion cost me a fee. 
SOF: They never look at you as the com¬ 
petition? 

BURTON: The street cops do. Fve been 
forced to spread-eagle on the street by 
many a beat patrolman, until the watch 
commander comes along and says, 
“Hey, let the guy go, he’s a bounty 
hunter, it’s all legal. ” The younger cops 
don’t like it that 1 can carry loaded guns 
in the city, that I dress the way I do, that I 
can have arrest powers, that I can kick in 
doors. They just don’t like it at all. 
SOF: Is there any connection between 
bounty hunting and private inves¬ 
tigation? 

BURTON: No. A private investigator 
wouldn’t do half the stuff I do because 
he’s afraid of losing his license. I have 
no license to lose. I work under the 1872 
law. I might be sued, I have to watch out 
for false arrest and things like that, So far 
Fve never gotten a bail bondsman sued 
and Fve never been sued myself. 

SOF: How often do you work alone and 
how often with others? 

BURTON: I do most of the homework 
and tracking down by myself, and then 
ITl pull in a buddy to help me make the 
arrest. I never make an arrest by myvself 
unless it’s an immediate situation where 
the guy is walking across the street in 
front of me and I have no choice but to 
grab him right then and there, which 
sometimes Fve had to do. If the man is a 
bookkeeper type, 5'1” and he's jumped 
bail for child support. I’ll pick him up by 
myself. However, I do bring superior 
firepower — not in the way of guns, but 
body weight-^ when I pick up someone. 
The less adventiue I have, the more I like 
the job. Take the guy to jail and book 
him, and get the hell out and go and 
collect my check. The biggest problem 
of the whole operation is getting your 
money from a bail bondsman. They 
don’t Uy to steal from you, but they 
postpone giving you the money. If 
you’re an out-of-town bounty hunter, 
they’ve got you over a fence because 
you’re just in town for the pickup. You 
want to get your money and get the hell 
back home. I tell them all, “cash.” ! 
don’t want to leave town without cash in 
my hand. 


to see if a reward exists. 

NATIONAL 

Rewards at the national level are usually 
higher and the criminals more difficult, and 
more dangerous, to apprehend. 

A good example is the ‘ ‘Mountain Man” 
case involving convicted murderer Claude 
Dallas Jr. His escape from the Idaho State 
Penitentiary touched off a nationwide man¬ 
hunt in late March 1986. Though no gov¬ 
ernmental rewards have been offered for 
Dallas, the families of the two men he mur¬ 
dered have offered $25,000 for his capture. 
He’s considered extremely dangerous. 

When a nationally marketed product is 
the target of extortion or other domestic 
terrorism, a huge reward offer is almost 
certain. In the Contac poisoning case of 
early 1986, the person arrested was found, 
in part, through the efforts of an alert stock 
trader on the Pacific Exchange. His reward 
could be all or part of the $900,000 posted in 
the case by the Proprietary Association, an 
industry group representing drug manufac¬ 
turing companies. 



This “bail skip*’ faUed to appear in court 
on drug-dealing charges and became game 
for bounty hunters. He tried to make a 
break for it out the back door but Burton 
and Co. were waiting for him. Photo: Dave 
Brucker 

ITie U.S. Postal Service always has a num¬ 
ber of outstanding reward offers. Rewards 
begin at $1,000 for information on persons 
destroying or obstructing the mail and go as 
high as $25,000 in cases involving the murder 
of postal employees. In many cases, other 
agencies or individuals offer additional re¬ 
wards beyond those offered by the postal serv¬ 
ice. Occasionally, the postal service will “up 
the ante” and offer bonus rewards. 

Information about these postal service re¬ 
wards is no farther away than your local post 
office, where wanted posters are on display. 
Unfortunately, postal service policy forbids 
the release of reward posters to anyone ex¬ 
cept law enforcement or postal officials. For 
more information, write the Chief Postal 
Inspector, Criminal Investigations, 475 

Continued on page 91 
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SOF SW AFRICA 


STALKING 

SWAPO 


Koevoet Pries 
Loose Terrorist Grip 

Text & Photos by Jim Hooper 



T he column of four Casspirs and one 
Blesbok had broken from the heavy 
bush into an open pan spotted with trees and 
drooping thickets, a water hole at the center, 
when it came. 

“CONTACT! ’ ’ Boesman *s voice crack¬ 
led over the radio. My eyes snapped to Du 
Rand, sitting across Bom me. It was one of 
those half-seconds that seemed to last for¬ 
ever before Jim spat “CONTACT!” and 
grabbed for his weapon. 

Following a week-long tour of the South 
West Africa/Namibia operational area, I 
stepped off the C-130 back at Ondangwa 
Air Force Base. The lieutenant meeting me 
looked as though he were attending a funer¬ 
al. “Authorization finally came through an 
hour ago,” he intoned, shaking his head. 
“You leave tomorrow for a week in the 
bush with Koevoet.” It was the best birth¬ 
day present I could have received. 

Koevoet — pronounced “Koofert’ ’ — is 
the old and now unofficial name for the 
South West Africa Police Counterinsurgen¬ 
cy Division. Little known outside the oper¬ 
ational area, this predominantly black unit 
has accounted for almost one-third of the 
estimated 10,000 losses suffered by the 
Soviet-backed SWAPO terrorists infiltrat¬ 
ing across the border from Angola. 
SWAPO’s tactics give conventional mili¬ 
tary commanders the shudders, but the fig¬ 
ures speak for themselves. Since its shaky 
beginning eight years ago, SWAPOLCOEN 
has killed over 2,900 armed terrorists. Its 
own losses have been less than 90. 

“I was sent up here in ’78 to see what role 
the police could play against terrorism,” 
Brigadier J. G. Dreyer, commanding offi¬ 
cer of SWAPOLCOLN, told me. Drawing 
on experience gained in the Rhodesian bush 
war, Dreyer at first envisioned a Selous 
Scout-type unit, employing blacks in the 
counterinsurgency role. “I learned in 
Rhodesia that you must use the local people 
because of their knowledge of the language, 
customs and terrain. An all-white force 
would be totally ineffective in this kind of 
war,” he emphasized. 

Dreyer approached a senior Ovambo 
headman (the Ovambo people comprise half 
the population of SWA/Namibia) and dis¬ 
cussed his ideas. The headman was con¬ 
vinced, and at Dreyer’s request recruited 60 
Ovambos skilled in tracking and weapons 
handling. Koevoet, Afrikaans for crowbar, 
was formed, and never was a unit more 
aptly dubbed. 

“We operated on a shoestring budget 
back then,” Dreyer recalled. “I was 
allowed to bring four officers with me and 
recruit two more here. We were given two 
bakkies (pickup trucks) and two sedans. 
That we never hit a landmine is a miracle.” 

Viewed with much skepticism and not a 
little suspicion by higher HQ, the first few 
months of Ops K’s existence were spent on 
training, developing tactics and scrounging 


Dead SWAPO member never had a chance 
against expert Koevoet trackers. 
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equipment wherever it could be found. 
Senior commanders were not ready to spend 
money on what seemed a harebrained idea. 

“Our first major success came during the 
79 SWAPO infiltration, when 12 terrs 
managed to reach the white farming area 
southeast of the Etosha Game Reserve,’* 
Dreyer explained. “On one farm they killed 
an old man; on another, a grandmother and 
her two grandchildren, two and four years 
old. They were bayonetted to death. 

“The army had moved into the area, but 
weren’t having much luck. I finally con¬ 
vinced them to give us a try. ’* Twenty-three 
Ovambo trackers and one white were flown 
to the scene. They picked up the spoor and 
followed it for the next seven days. Every¬ 
one was amazed “except us,” Dreyer said. 
In the ensuing contact, the SWAPO detach¬ 
ment commander was killed. So, unfortu¬ 
nately, was the leader of the Ops K team. 

However disappointing the give-and-take 
of the contact, Dreyer’s concept of using 
skilled trackers to chase the enemy and 
bring him to bay had worked. “I knew then 
I had something golden. Soon, we were 
killing 50-80 terrs a month—the equivalent 
of a SWAPO company.” 

In spite of its growing success rate. Ops K 
remained the bastard stepchild of the oper¬ 
ational area. They still worked on foot with 
outdated equipment, minimal support and 
little recognition. (“Of course, we did man¬ 
age to ‘borrow* a few things from the army 
now and then,” one old hand acknowledged 
with a rueful grin.) 

With statistics in hand, Dreyer flew to 
Pretoria to argue his case. He was rather 
coolly received, not least for his attitude. 
(“I was pretty aggressive,” he admitted, 
“but I knew what I was talking about and 
they didn’t. Dreyer and his numbers were 


‘‘Kill ’em all. Let God sort ’em out.” 
Skilled Ovambo trackers take five before 
starting patrol. This police unit is 
recognized as one of the most effective 
special warfare units in the world. 

impressive enough to convince his depart¬ 
ment that Ops K should be expanded. 
Money and equipment were soon on their 
way, including three Hippo APCs, the fore¬ 
runner of the Casspir, 

The Brigadier shook his head. “Would 
you believe when we got those cars, no one 
wanted to use them? I actually had to order 
the group leaders to take them.” The first 
contact involving the Hippos netted 18 dead 
terrorists. “And that was with only two cars 
... after that everyone wanted them.” 
Koevoet’s course was charted. 

Dreyer had already backed away from the 
Selous Scout idea, deciding that highly 
mobile hunter-killer teams were the best 
way of dealing with terrorists in the thick 
bush. Each heavily armed group was organ¬ 
ized into 40 Ovambo trackers, four whites 
and four Casspirs. Added to each group was 
one Blesbok supply vehicle. 

Living up to his reputation for contrari¬ 
ness, Dreyer began butting heads with the 
army over defined areas of operation. He 
wanted — and demanded—unlimited free¬ 
dom of movement throughout the oper¬ 


BUSH MAN 

U.K.-based American Jim Hooper is a 
widely traveled freelance journalist who 
has spent much of his time studying the 
situation in southern Africa. We wel¬ 
come his first SOF contribution. 


ational area. Dropping a hot spoor because 
it crossed into an army unit’s AO was un¬ 
acceptable. As usual, he got his way. 
(“We’ve got a good boss,” one group lead¬ 
er said proudly. “He lets us go where we 
want.”) 

Men, tactics, equipment and a maverick 
in the driver’s seat have made Ops K one of 
the world’s most spectacularly successful 
special warfare units. Nonetheless, all its 
people cling to the line that they are still 
policemen. “We’re just stopping criminals 
and preventing crimes,” they say. (Maybe. 
But they’re the damnedest bunch of cops I 
ever ran across.) 

Reporting to SWAPOLCOIN headquar¬ 
ters, I walked into Captain Bemie Ley’s 
office. He got down to business. “Blood 
group?” he asked. “Next of kin? Your 
group leader will issue you with a weapon. 
Ever fired an R5?” Any thoughts that this 
might be some kind of Boy Scout camp in 
the woods quickly evaporated. I asked if I 
needed to take any identification. Captain 
Maritz—who has the reputation of carrying 
around more shrapnel than the rest of Ops K 
combined — walked in as I asked. He 
smirked, “I don’t think any terrs gonna be 
too impressed with your press cards.” 

“Right,” I agreed, sheepishly shoving 
all my worldly goods into a wall locker 
already filled with AK-47s, an RPG-7 and 
SAM-7, a couple Tokarevs, POMZ mines, 
RPG rockets and boosters, loaded maga¬ 
zines and a wealth of other goodies. (Just 
the sort of things one naturally expects to 
find in someone’s office locker.) 

Outside, the Casspirs and Blesboks pull¬ 
ing out that morning were being loaded. The 
cars’ guns, which had been taken down 
when the groups had returned a week be¬ 
fore, were being remounted. Depending on 
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the personal preferences of the group lead¬ 
ers, the cars carried a combination of two 
Browning thirties or 7.62 GPMGs, or 
Browning fifties with two of the lighter 
guns. At one time, a number of Casspirs 
carried Russian 14.5mm guns, but this 
ended when supplies of captured ammuni¬ 
tion ran out. 

Looking into the cars, I saw a bewilder¬ 
ing array of foreign and domestic hardware. 
In addition to each man’s R5 with 50-round 
magazine, there were 60mm mortars, 
RPDs, PKMs, RPG-Ts, single and six-shot 
40mm grenade launchers, bipod-mounted 
LMGs, an occasional R1 and enough belted 
and boxed ammunition to keep things hot 
for quite a spell. 

“Maximum firepower,” said a voice. I 
looked around. It was Warrant Officer 
Marius Brade. I would be spending the next 
week with Brade and his group, Zulu 
Alpha. Brade was tall, lanky and moved 
with the loose-jointed swagger of a Western 
gunslinger. “In a contact, you gotta over¬ 
whelm the terrs, break them up and kill ’em 
now-now. Especially in an ambush ... you 
drive straight into them with maximum fire¬ 


Koevoet — unofficial name for South 
West Africa Police Counterinsurgency 
Division (SWAPOLCOIN) — recruits 
undergo basic training in preparation for 
battling Soviet-backed SWAPO terrorists. 
After eight years, this predominantly black 
unit has accounted for almost one-third of 
the estimated 10,000-plus losses suffered by 
SWAPO insurgents. 

power.” He smiled, but the eyes stayed as 
cold as the snake’s on Zulu Alpha’s group 
insignia. 

Once on the road Brade said, “We’re 
killing them faster than they can be re¬ 
placed. The terrs are having to kidnap re¬ 
cruits and train them against their will. ’ ’ (A 
document taken from a terrorist killed in 
1985 includes the statement: *%arge num¬ 
bers of children, if possible a whole village 
or school, must be captured to rebuild our 
organization. Only the sick must be left 
behind. 

Later in the week, I would follow the 
progress of a group tracking three SWAPO 
terrorists who had kidnapped 10 people. 
The radioed reports lasted two days before 


they were rescued; the kidnappers never 
made it across the border, either. 

Once in the bush, every civilian becomes 
a possible source of information. At each 
kraal (African village), the trackers dis¬ 
mounted and questioned the local popula¬ 
tion. To my surprise, the trackers came back 
with reports that three terrorists had been 
seen or heard about in the last two days. My 
surprise must have been evident. 

“I can promise you, there are 10-15 terrs 
within 10 klicks of here,” volunteered 
Marius, answering my unasked question. 
“The bad thing is that if they hear we’re in 
the area they sit tight or get the hell out. 
They’re really scared of us.” 

Working the area until late afternoon, it 
was obvious these three were keeping a very 
low profile. With the sun low on the hori¬ 
zon, we joined up with Dean Viljoen, who 
was temporarily ramrodding Zulu Mike’s 
new Wolf Turbo APCs. Just before sunset, 
a suitable location for a “temporary base” 
was found. With* the Casspirs and Wolf 
Turbos set around the TB, guns facing out¬ 
ward, food and bedding were unloaded. A 
dozen cooking fires were soon going. 
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Being in the middle of Indian country 
with fires blazing seemed a touch unortho¬ 
dox, I thought, but the guys explained that 
SWAPO was too frightened of Koevoet to 
even think about hitting us. Worse luck. But 
if they did, then by God they’d leave spoor 
we could follow in the morning and get 
some kills. It was at that point I decided 
these guys were all wonderfully mad. 

Late one afternoon a few days later, we 
were barrelling down the dirt road to the 
array base at Eenhana. On either side was 
thick, heavy cover; more than a couple 
groups had been hit along this stretch. Spe¬ 
cial Warrant Officer Otto Shivute, senior 
Ovambo of Zulu Alpha, was looking 
through an Oshivambo-Afrikaans-English 
dictionary. Finding the words he wanted, he 
turned to me with a smile. “If we lucky, 
ambush!” I started wondering if this was 


Relying largely on intelligence gleaned from 
local population regarding SWAPO 
movements in Ovamboland, Koevoet 
commander aboard APC organizes 
small-unit search and destroy mission. 
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really the crowd I should be hanging out 
with. 

From sunup to sundown, the radios in the 
cars were constantly in use. Groups oper¬ 
ated from Opuwa in the west to Rundu in the 
east, keeping Zulu Base and each other 
advised of their progress and situations. 
Marius would keep me abreast of the Afri¬ 
kaans transmissions, especially when a 
group was on a follow-up — chasing spoor. 
Everyone was particularly attentive to the 
radio when a group reported closing on a hot 
spoor, finally calling for gunships when 
contact was imminent. Sometimes the 
attention-grabbing “Contact!” would come 
through unexpectedly, leaving everyone 
hanging till the outcome was relayed. The 
worst were calls for a casevac (casualty 
evacuation) chopper to take out their own 
wounded. Ops K is a close, tightly knit 
family — blacks and whites together—and 
a call for a casevac would keep everyone 
holding their breath until the extent of the 
injuries was known. 

The first good spoor the trackers found 
was soon lost on hard ground, then found 
again and lost, then finally found again. 
Side by side with Zulu Mike, we followed it 
most of the day. Although it had been de¬ 
scribed to me time and again, 1 was amazed 
at the aggressiveness the trackers showed 
when they had the spoor. Cars flanking 
them, they would move at a dead run, often 
outstripping the Casspirs, which couldn’t 
keep pace through the thick bush. They 
would go until winded, drop back to their 
cars, and their places taken by others who 
would drop off the sides of the rolling cars 
and take the spoor. 

On hard ground, where the spoor became 
indistinct, the cars would stop and everyone 
debus, fanning out in an attempt to pick it up 
farther on. What they could tell from an 
imprint I could barely see was incredible. 

‘‘This one old man — short steps,’’ or ‘‘this 
woman and child,” or “this one SWAPO 
— soldier with gun walks proud.” 

On the fifth morning, we received word 
that a small army base near the border had 
been mortared in the middle of the night. 
Saddling up, we headed for the scene of the 
crime. When we pulled up an hour later, 
three other groups were already there. I 
noted that half the mortar rounds had failed 
to detonate. The aim wasn’t too good, 
either. All had impacted at least 150 meters 
short of the intended target. 

Spoor of 30-40 terrorists was found and 
all the groups fanned out, racing off in a 
cloud of dust to pick up the spoor farther 
ahead. The dust came to an abrupt end as 
they encountered *sbonas, low marshy areas 
with a foot or more of water. The cars 
slowed to a crawl. 

Struggling through the ’shonas, it was 
accepted the terrs had probably already 
made it across the border to safety, but no 


Koevoet constable-tracker prepares for 
dismounted search and destroy operation 
against SWAPO. 
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one was ready to give up the chase. If we 
could just nail ’em before they crossed the 
border.... 

By early afternoon, and a hundred meters 
short of the border, it was obvious Koevoet 
had lost this round. Not only that, but we 
were stuck fast in the middle of a particular¬ 
ly soft-bottomed ’shona. Branches were cut 
and jammed into the mud under the tires. 
We all put shoulders to the cars. The wheels 
spun and settled a little deeper. 

Zulu Base radioed to say intelligence 
sources indicated 58 SWAPO terrs had 
crossed the border (we were stuck on top of 
their spoor), heading for the FAPLA (Ango¬ 
lan army) base at Namakunde, a few kilo¬ 
meters north of us. This was in direct con¬ 
travention of agreements between Angola 
and SWA security forces that FAPLA 
would in no way support SWAPO. Marius 
fumed. It was academic, in any case: The 
terrs had crossed to safety. 
SWAPOLCOIN’s only operational limit is 
the Angolan border. 

As sunset approached, the trackers 
started unloading bedrolls and weapons, 
wading to an island in the middle of the 
’shona. As they began setting up mortars it 
finally started to dawn on me that we were 
there for the night. It also struck me that 
maybe we weren’t exactly in the best of 
situations. We were stuck. It was getting 
dark. No other group was near enough to get 
to us that night and render assistance. Not 
all that far away were 58 SWAPO holed up 
in a FAPLA base. And with another FAPLA 
border post less than five klicks to the east, 
they had to know where we were. 

Trying to be nonchalant, I mentioned 
these minor points, wondering, you know, 
what the plan was if these 58 dudes slipped 
on down tonight and laid into us with some 
serious pyrotechnics. A few mortars. 


Wolf Turbo APC loaded with Ovambo 
trackers wades through osbona (marshy 
plain) while on COIN patrol east of 
Oshakati, South West Africa/Namibia. 

Maybe a rocket or two. Not that I was wor¬ 
ried, or anything like that. Noooo, uh-uh. 
Just curious is all. I mean, I reckoned oP 
Marius had everything worked out. Some 
brilliant piece of police work that would 
handle any eventuality. He eyed me for a 
moment and slapped at a mosquito. “Fuck 
’em. They can’t hit shit anyway.” 

Oh. Well, then, I thought, zipping up the 
sleeping bag he tossed at me and trying to 
fluff up a loaded ammo vest for a pillow, if 
ya can’t trust a cop, just who can you trust? 

Late the next morning, Dean Viljoen and 
the Wolf Turbos roared in and dragged us 
out. 

The last morning with Zulu Alpha, we 
responded to the scene of another mortar¬ 
ing. Again, spoor was found, this time eight 
of them, but lost on hard ground, found 
again —just as before. At least this time we 
had no ’shonas to wade through. 

In the middle of a field of rumbling cars, 
Marius asked if I’d like to ride with the 
“Brig,” who had come out for the hunt. He 
pointed to a Wolf Turbo. Grabbing my 
camera bag, I hopped out and ran to the 
Wolf. Climbing through the near doors that 
hissed open for me, I thought maybe I had 
the wrong car. There was no sign of Briga¬ 
dier Dreyer. Then I caught sight of a famil¬ 
iar figure in the driver’s seat. “If he has 
time, you can’t keep him out of the field,” 
one of his staff volunteered with a barely 
suppressed grin. 

The week with Zulu Alpha came to an 
end. SWAPO, through fortune or skill, had 
managed to keep out of our way. Groups 
working other areas of Ovamboland’s 


33,000 square miles found what they were 
looking for. Seven more notches were 
added to Koevoet’s guns. 

Limping into headquarters in my diesel-, 
dirt- and sweat-stained clothes, my face and 
arms looking like I’d tangled with a couple 
of bobcats and been dragged backward 
through a briar patch, I asked if I could sign 
on for another week. “Sure,” they said. 
(Oh, shit, I thought.) 

The following morning, I climbed aboard 
the number two car of Group Zulu Novem¬ 
ber. At the last minute, Sergeant Jim Du 
Rand had been assigned to ride with me. I 
felt guilty as hell when he explained this was 
his last week with Ops K, but since my car 
commander spoke no English, they wanted 
someone with me who could translate. 

After six years with Koevoet, over 120 
contacts and 300+ kills, Du Rand was 
heading back to South Africa to take up 
somewhat quieter police duties. When he 
mentioned that it seemed guys always got 
hurt or killed just when they were ready to 
leave, I started feeling pretty rotten. 

“No, no, it’s okay,” he assured me. “If I 
wasn’t doing this. I’d be out setting up night 
ambushes anyway.” 

The group leader of Zulu November is 
stocky, barrel-chested Boesman. (First 
name? No one C£dls him anything but Boes¬ 
man.) Zulu November is a top scorer. In 
1985, Boesman’s group sent an even 50 
terrorists to wherever dead terrorists go. In 
February 1986, Zulu November hit a 40- 
man SWAPO detachment, killing 35 in a 
12!/2-minute contact. It was a record for Ops 
K. As we rolled out of Zulu Base, Boes¬ 
man *s score for the first four months of 1986 
already stood at 47. 

My car commander for this second week 
with Koevoet was Special Warrant Officer 
Lukas Kilino, who had started soldiering at 
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SOWETO 

Commandant (Lieutenant Colonel) 
Geoffrey Holland-Muter is a man run¬ 
ning on autopilot. In spite of the crisp¬ 
ness of his uniform and his words, it’s 
the eyes that give him away. Fatigue, 
tension and incalculable frustration have 
been etched and bulldozed around them. 

Geoff Holland-Muter is the executive 
officer Of Group 18^% small army unit 
composed mainly of army reservists 
doing their annual 30 days active serv¬ 
ice. Group 18 is tasked with the military 
security of industrial key-points in and 
around Johannesburg. It also provides 
support to the South African police in the 
surrounding areas. In part of that sur¬ 
rounding area lies the sprawling 45 
square miles of South-Western 
Township. Soweto. 

Soweto: an internationally recognised 
symbol of the disenfranchised of South 
Africa. Images. We have sat before the 
television stage and seethed with the in¬ 
justice of what we are shown. 

It’s 0930 and radio calls are coming 
into the operations room of Group 18. 
The calls are from the police, requesting 
help in stopping a faction fight between 
two high schools. A baby-faced lieuten¬ 
ant hands Holland-Muter an initial re¬ 
port, “Go back, get the names of the 
schools and the grid coordinates,” he 
tells the lieutenant patiently, “and ask 
them why they can’t handle it them¬ 
selves.” But he already knows the 
answer. 

He runs both hands over a red beard 
before clasping and staring down at them 
atop his desk. I imagine a mental tape 
being rewound for the standard briefing. 
He looks up at me, ready. A fixed, sar¬ 
donic smile has been pulled from some¬ 
where and glued to his face. The smile 
says: “Nothing I tell you will make the 
slightest difference.” Holland-Muter 
has been around the block once or twice 
in his time. And he:has had his fill of 
journalists. 

* - T have a faction fight going on out 
there between two schools, with 1,000 
kids involved; I have some generals (the 
tone is that of a man already up to his ass 
in alligators) arriving for a scheduled 
briefing, and somewhere else out there 
some more kids are stoning a bread 
truck.” It is left politely unsaid how 
much he needs me cluttering up his ops 
room. 

“Know what that faction fight is 
about?” he asks suddenly, and then goes 
on without waiting for a reply. “One 
school wants to write its exams and the 
other doesn’t.” He stops and stares at me. 

My obvious lack of comprehension 
only sets the forced smile more firmly in 
place. Before I can parrot the Soweto 
Parents Crisis Committee slogan, “Lib¬ 


eration before Education,” he explains. 

“Some kids know that the few job 
opportunities will go to those with the 
education. But the other —^ radical — 
element thinks that as soon as the blacks 
are totally in charge of the country, then 
all the job opportunities they want will 
become available. This is a typical com¬ 
munist approach. The schools are being 
used as political platforms for the minor¬ 
ity radical elements. . , 

“What is tragic about it is that 
blokes, 15 to 16 years old, 10 of them, 
will walk into a school containing 1,000 
children and take over the entire 
school.” His knuckles rap the desk. 

“You know why? Because if any 
single one of the teachers resists, or any 
single child resists, he’s immediately 
marked and tonight his parents’ house is 
burned,” rap, “down to the ground.” 
Rap. 

“Our intelligence system^ working. 

I know who the culprits are. But I go out 
and get the damned culprit and I can’t get 
anyone to come stand in the courtroom 
and make a statement. Because the mo¬ 
ment he stands up and says, ‘That’s the 
man,’ he^s the next to bum. And that’s 
that.” 

(This is a page from the Brazilian rev¬ 
olutionary Marighella, who wrote: 
“Since our struggle takes place ^0ng 
the masses and depends on their Sym¬ 
pathy . . . the informers, spies, traitors 
and the police come to be enemies of the 
people, without supporters, denounced 
to the urban guerrillas and, in many 
cases, properly punished. ” ) 

I remember the confiscated video shot 
by a Western television crew, which 
showed a young black woman being 
slowly incinerated and then beaten to 
pieces. What made the scene even more 


“Smoke ’em if ya got ’em.” Apie, car 
commander of Group Zulu Alpha, taking 
a cigarette break in Ovamboland bush 
country, South West Africa/Namibia. 

horrifying were the laughing, grinning 
faces of the murderers, teenagers, pos¬ 
ing for the camera as they kicked and 
clubbed her. Her crime? Being friendly 
with a black member of the South Afri¬ 
can police. 

“What you’re actually experiencing 
now is a typical incident where the 
police ask for help from the army, due to 
their lack of manpower. The World calls 
South Africa a police state. They think 
everyone walking around is a police¬ 
man. Know how many police are on 
duty at any given time in Soweto? In an 
area with two and a half million people, 
lyre have about one policeman for every 
ten thousand people. You work it out. 

‘ ‘We have 100 passenger trains 
porting 750,000 people each morning 
and afternoon to and from the surround¬ 
ing areas. Buses take another 100,000 
and taxi vans at least that number again. 

and the police have to protect them. 
One bread cornpany alone sends 45 five- 
ton truckloads of bread a day into Sowe¬ 
to and theyTe burned like hell. We have 
to protect those as well. Police ride on 
the backs of beer trucks. Coca Cola 
trucks, meat, flour trucks —just so it all 
gets to the shops so the people can live. 
Garbage trucks have to be guarded or 
they’re bunted. The municipalities in 
Soweto can’t mow the playing fields be¬ 
cause the tractors are burned. Because 
they’re part of the system.” 

(Marighella again: *'Street tactics 
have revealed a new type of urban guer¬ 
rilla. ... This is the type we designate 
the urban guerrilla demonstrator, who 
joins the ranks and participates in popu- 
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lar marches with specific and defmite 
aims. These aims consist in hurling 
stones and projectiles of every type, us¬ 
ing gasoline to start fires, using police as 
a target for their firearms. **) 

Holland-Muter is off and running 
again... “and there are 40,000 homes 
waiting for telephones in Soweto, but 
the post of^ce can’t install them because 
the new underground cables still need to 
be spliced. But when a technician goes 
down the manhole to splice the wires, 
someone comes along and chucks a pet¬ 
rol bomb down the manhole, pushes the 
lid over the top, weights it down with 
stones and walks off. So I have to detail 
20 of my men to go with the trucks and 
protect them while they workP’ 

I have the distinct feeling Holland- 
Muter wants to grab me by the shoulders 
and shake some understanding into me. 
His frustration and anger become almost 
palpable — before being grabbed, 
wadded up and shoved behind the smile 
again. 

In between all the horror stories, he 
hammers at the fact that 90 percent of the 
population wants nothing more than to 
get on with their normal, everyday lives^ 
but that they are intimidated into quies¬ 
cence. After almost two hours of hrief- 
ing» I am given a four-hour tour of Sowe¬ 
to. Holland-Muter’s intelligence officer 
drives the nondescript van. Four heavily 
armed security men ride in the back. A 
Datsun pickup truck with two more 
armed men follows us closely. Portable 
fire extinguishers lie under each seat in 
the event of our being hit with a petrol 
bomb. Portable radios keep uS in touch 
with the operations room. 

I am allowed to pick any direction of 
travel, to stop at any time for photo¬ 
graphs. One of the security men follows 
whenever I leave the van, a Browning 
9mm tucked discreetly under a flapping 
shirttail. The understanding, however; 
is that in the event of trouble I am to 
follow their instructions to the letter, 
whether to put away my cameras or sit 
quietly while we exit the area. 

The faction fight had been quelled by 
the time we left the operations room. 
The rest of this day in Soweto was calm, 
as we drove past mile after mile of neat, 
though generally small, brick bunga¬ 
lows. The very worst areas I saw were 
superior to some of the poorer, self: 
imposed black areas I have seen in rural 
southern America. And certainly , on the 
whole, better than much of the council 
housing in England. The best, on the 
other hand, would have fitted into most 
upper-class neighborhoods around the 
world. One eight-bedroom home^: 
owned by a doctor who practiced in 
Johannesburg, included two Rolls 
Royces. 

But the ugly, distasteful fact remains 


that, until the Group Areas Act is re¬ 
pealed, the residents of Soweto may not 
freely choose where they want to live. 
The script written in the 1940s and early 
’50s by an entrenched society of God¬ 
fearing Calvinists determined that each 
race must live within its own designated 
area. There was no appeal. Not even 
to God. 

Yet, however much our sensibilities 
are outraged—as well they should be— 
a sense of perspective must at the same 
time enter into the emotional equadon. 
The simadon is certainly not unique in 
Africa. Other African countries — nota¬ 
bly Chad, Niger, Sudan and Ethiopia — 
herd starving nomadic tribes into “ref¬ 
ugee camps” to prevent their flowing 
into the few centers of populadon. With¬ 
out the help of American and European 
relief agencies, many of these people 
would simply die. 

The concern of the Afiican govern¬ 
ments involved is minimal. In India, 40 
million “untouchables” are effectively 
precluded from living outside their own 
areas. Neither Indira Gandhi nor heir 
Rajiv has been able to overcome the 
cultural mindsets of a millehium. And it 
was, after all, barely a generation ago 
that equal housing opportunities were 
guaranteed by law to American blacks. 
If 38 years of institutionalized segrega¬ 
tion has made South Africa a unique 
moral evil in the eyes of the world, then 
South Africa should be seen as equally 
unique in today’s world for recognizing 
the inequities of the past and moving 
positively to redress them. 

Continued indictments df the past will 
not, cannot remove the bli^ts of histo¬ 
ry; they do, however, foster increasing 
violence, horror and suffering for the 
innocent who become tools and victims 
of those seeking to overthrow the 
system. 

But, oh Soweto. Images: the residue 
of violence: burned out schools, a truck 
charred and still smoldering, a shattered 
community center where donkeys find 
comfort in the shadowed halls, a play¬ 
ground with ”VIVA LANDMINES” 
scrawled across the side of a childrens’ 
rocking boat, a little girl hplding a white 
doll who waves and smiles timidly as we 
drive past her home. It all lends a sur¬ 
realistic air of tragic theater to the sym¬ 
bol that has been made of Soweto. And 
so to South Africa, 

Those images stood that day as Kaf- 
kaesque props on one of the world’s 
stages. Where one set of old actors with 
a new script is racing against time to¬ 
ward hope. Where another set races 
against reason toward an^hy, firmly 
astride the four mounts of an African 
apocalypse. 

You, the audience, must decide 
whom to applaud. 


age 14 with Holden Roberto’s FNLA in 
Angola. Later, he had attended officer’s 
school in Kenya and then spent two years in 
Red China where, he said, a number of 
blacks had died during the insurgency train¬ 
ing. When the Soviet-backed MPLA seized 
power in Angola, Kilino made his way 
south and Joined South Africa’s little- 
publicized 32 Battalion. Later, he moved to 
Ops K. It was not difficult to spot him as a 
pro. 

Boesman’s sixth sense took us into an 
area where the trackers picked up fresh 
spoor almost immediately. At one point, 
they figured the spoor no more than two 
hours old and Boesman radioed the air 
force, putting the gunships on standby. 
Within a minute, the air force called back to 
advise they could be overhead 12 minutes 
after getting word to scramble. 

The relationship between 
SWAPOLCOLN and the South African Air 
Force is first-rate; both think highly of the 
other. As Brade told me the week before, 
“They know we won’t scramble them un¬ 
less we’re on a hot spoor and they have a 
good chance to get kills.” When Koevoet 
describes the gunship pilots, they shake 
their heads and say, ‘ ‘Those guys are really 
crazy.” High praise, indeed, coming from 
them. 

Although a contact appeared imminent, 
this particular group of terrs bombshelled, 
each taking off in a separate direction and 
anti-tracking, backing up on their own 
spoor, staying on hard ground wherever 
possible and moving carefully from one tuft 
of tough grass to another. Anything and 
everything to make their tracks indis¬ 
tinguishable. The trackers admitted these 
were some “old SWAPO” who knew how 
to survive. 

Setting up a TB that night, I listened to an 
inexhaustible repertoire of contact stories. 
Du Rand told of the time he found himself 
face-to-face with a terr holding an RPG-7. 
Jim leveled his gun, only to discover it had 
jammed. The terrorist looked down at the 
RPG in his hands, looked up at the 20mm 
pointing at him and dropped the rocket 
launcher like a hot potato, raising his hands. 
Actually, I had heard the story a week ear¬ 
lier from someone who added, “And then 
the crazy bastard casually told him to pick it 
up and bring it to the car!” 

Lukas sat down next to Boesman and 
talked of his days with the FNLA and his 
time in China. There was an intimacy be¬ 
tween these two men of the kind brought 
about by great mutual respect and sharing 
extreme danger. Later in the week, Boes¬ 
man told me Lukas was as much a brother to 
him as anyone could be. So much for the 
white racist pigs of South Africa. 

Lukas asked me about America, and 
especially about the blacks in America. Be¬ 
fore going to sleep, Lukas pointed at me and 
spoke earnestly to Boesman in Afrikaans. 
“He wants me to tell you, ” Boesman trans¬ 
lated, “that the communists are no friends 
of black Africans. He says the communists 
think all blacks are stupid and use them for 
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their own purposes. He wants to make sure 
you understand that.” I motioned I under¬ 
stood. Kilino nodded and without another 
word went to sleep. 

Mornings at a TB start before dawn, 
when the first sleepy risers stir last night’s 
coals into life, sending sparks into the cold 
dark. There is the lonely sound of a cough 
here and there, along with the small ruby 
glow of a first cigarette. Sweaters are pulled 
on against the chill and dark figures begin to 
cluster round the fire, palms toward the 


warmth. As thin light begins to filter 
through the bush, more figures slip from 
brown sleeping bags. Before the sun has 
made its appearance, there is the smell of 
coffee in the crisp air. Sleeping bags are 
rolled up and everything loaded on the Bles- 
bok. Boesman, deeply religious and pri¬ 
vate, unwraps a small Bible and sits alone, 
reading a passage. I wonder which one it 
might be. 

When the sun is full-bom on the horizon, 
we move out, another long and dusty day 


ahead of us. On this morning, a full moon 
still hangs in the western sky. 

This morning follows the pattern of all 
the others: stopping at kraals and question¬ 
ing the locals, moving through the bush, 
everyone scanning the ground for spoor. 

We are sitting under a mopane tree during 
a noontime coffee break when without 
preamble comes that attention-grabbing 
word over the radio: *'CONTACT!” Be¬ 
hind the word, gunfire is heard. Coffee cups 
stop at lips, are slowly lowered as ears strain 


CHURCH-SUPPORTED 
HUMAN RIGHTS 
VIOLATIONS 

Evidence of serious human rights 
violations by the United Nations- 
recognized South West Africa People’s 
Organization (SWAPO) continues to 
mount. Funded by the United Nations 
and international chureh organizations, 
SWAPO is finding itself on the firing 
line not only with South West Africa 
security forces, but with international 
human rights groups as well. 

Allegations against SWAPO include 
the imprisonment of Namibians in con¬ 
centration camps in Angola and Zambia, 
the torture and execution of Namibians 
accused as South African spies and the 
establishment of ‘‘breeding camps” 
where women are forced to bear children 
for future ranks of SWAPO. While the 
same stories have been told since 1969, 
only now does any outside group seem to 
be taking them seriously - 

These allegations have recently been 
published by the West German-based 
international Society for Human Rights 
(ISHR) in a booklet entitled Namibia: 
Human Rights in Conflict. Based on 
testimony by ex-SWAPO members, the 
booklet has stirred a wave of con¬ 
troversy, not least because of SWAPO’s 
funding by and close association with 
the United Nations, World Council of 
Churches and anti-apartheid move¬ 
ments. 

In Windhoek, capital of South West 
Africa/Namibia, a group calling itself 
the Committee of Parents has begun in¬ 
vestigating SWAPO’s alleged human 
rights violations, Mrs. Erika Beukes, a 
dedicated SWAPO activist for many 
years, is a founding member of the Com¬ 
mittee. 

‘ ‘ For the past year, ’ ’ she said, ” we’ve 
been meeting with Namibian refugees, 
and they told us stories so terrible we 
could hardly believe it. ” A letter from a 
Namibian living in Zambia reads, in 
part: “The (SWAPO) leadership should 
tell or bring about the group of young 
Namibians who were forcefully rounded 
up from the Boroma concentration camp 
in Kabwe ... amongst those killed are: 
Jackson Hamupembe, Teodor Shongo- 


la, Halleluya Ambunde, Limpumbu 
Shongola, felho Komemaya ... and 
many, many others ... it has been ru¬ 
mored that Shilonga lilya Shilonga was 
seen in one of the prison camps in Zam¬ 
bia, especially in Kabwe, and had one 
eye....” 

The Committee of Parents wrote to 
the United Nations, SWAPO and the 
presidents of Angola, Zambia and Cuba 
asking for help in locating people said to 
have disappeared into the SWAPO 
gulag. According to a statement issued 
by the Committee in February 1986, 
“the opportunist responses we got, the 
apparent complicity of the U.N.O. and 
the irresponsibility of that body and the 
latest cliched press release of the 
SWAPO leadership force(d)” the Com¬ 
mittee to go public with its enquiries. 

The Committee of Parents went to the 
Council of Churches of Namibia, where 
Beukes woiked as a secretaiy. “It soon 
became clear,” she says, “that the CCN 
had no intention of investigating the 
allegations.” According to Beukes, the 
president of the CCN, Anglican Bishop 
James Kauluma, refused to act on 
“rumors.” (The General Secretary of 
the CCN, Dr. Abisai Sheyavali, de¬ 
clined to comment on alleged SWAPO 
atrocities when reached by telephone. 
He did admit that “we have not asked 
officially about the situation,”) Beukes 
was subsequently fired from her job, 
charged with using the CCN to support 
the Committee’s investigations. 

Another broadside leveled against 
SWAPO is its alleged policy of kidnap¬ 
ping children in Namibia and taking 
them into Angola and Zambia to be 
trained as soldiers or used as breeding 
stock. Pro-SWAPO groups deny the 
accusation, saying it is a South African 
plot to discredit SWAPO. A document 
taken from a SWAPO insurgent in 
September 1985 includes the statement/ 
* "Large numbers of children, if possible 
a whole village or school, must be cap¬ 
tured to rebuild our organization. Only 
the sick must be left behind. *^ During 
ray visit to the border area of SWA/Na^ 
mibia;! followed the radioed reports of a 
pohee unit pursuing two SWAPO insur¬ 
gents who had kidnapped 10 young 
Namibiau^i Before 


Ian border, the kidnappers were inter¬ 
cepted and the youngsters rescued. The 
SWA Police claim to have documented 
oyer 1,600 successful kidnappings. 
SWAPO’s supporters maintain such 
abductions never occur. 

Evidence of atrocities notwithstand¬ 
ing, liberal organizations continue to 
pour money into the hands of SWAPO. 
Aid from the United Nations amounts to 
millions of dollars a year. Finland, Hol¬ 
land, Norway and Sweden are among 
the most generous friends of the revolu¬ 
tion, donating millions more a year. The 
World Council of Churches, the Luther¬ 
an World Federation and the United 
Church of Canada are only a few of the 
religious organizations contributing 
directly or indirectly to SWAPO. Many 
church groups give to the Council of 
Churches of Namibia, which, according 
to British MP Nicholas Winterton, “is 
the church arm of SWAPO*” serving as 
a conduit to SWAPO. All for the pur¬ 
pose of ‘‘liberating” Namibia, where 
the degree of personal freedom is greater 
than in any other country in Africa. 

“Many of these groups have long 
been aware of SWAPO’s brutality 
against its own people, but still refuse to 
be critical,” admits one ex-SWAPO 
member. “The incredible moral bank¬ 
ruptcy of the entire anti-apartheid move¬ 
ment surfaces in the demands it makes of 
others while ignoring atrocities commit¬ 
ted by the so-called liberation movc- 
nients it supports.” 

‘‘If you are black and Marxist, 
black South African told me, “you are 
welcome in liberal white drawing rooms 
around the world, regardless of the 
blood stains on your hands. But if you 
are black and against violence, you have 
no credibility among the white cham¬ 
pions of black liberation. Those people 
have never shrunk from encouraging 
black Africans to suffer in the pursuit of 
their own white liberal ideals.” 

As the evidence mounts and inves¬ 
tigations by human rights groups con¬ 
tinue, the position of SWAPO’s 
paymasters appears predictable. “These 
people have known for years what 
SWAPO’s been doing,” a Namibian 
said, “so: why should they change 
now?” Why, indeed. 
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to pull more from the air. Then the call 
comes for a casevac chopper. Silent looks 
pass between the men sitting cross-legged 
on the ground. Pierre goes to stand nearer 
the car, as though that will force more from 
the radio. Finally the stoiy crackles through 
the speaker. A group has hit an ambush. 
Three terrs have been killed, but one car 
commander has been seriously wounded. 
Nothing more is heard. 

Flicking what is left of the coffee aside, 
we climb into the Casspirs. The mood is 
camouflaged with thin jokes. Diesels rum¬ 
ble, clutches are engaged and we move out, 
the routine continues. 

Later, with two hours of daylight left, we 
turn west toward Ohangwena. Du Rand and 
I are sitting inside, opposite each other. The 
interior of the Casspir brightens as we crash 
out of the thick bush into the open. It was 
then Boesman saw them.... 

“CONTACT!” and me coming back 
^Tom wherever I was, my eyes meeting 
Jim*s for one of those interminable half- 
seconds and Du Rand spitting “CON¬ 
TACT!,” snatching his R5 from its vertical 
rack; engine powering up and ahead I hear 
guns of at least one car already going and 
our car is veering hard left, the car ahead 
braking right and everyone grabbing 
weapons, the arrhythmic ripple of shh- 
klacks as bolts come back and fall on cham¬ 
bered rounds, the firepower of a Koevoet 
group exploding like a bursting water main. 
Perhaps only the lead car has a positive 
target, but no one knows where the main 
force might be and everyone lays down 
maximum suppressive fire. High-pitched 
chatters of R5s mingle with the deep- 
throated thudthudthud-thudthud of the fif¬ 
ties and everyone in the car is shouting, 
firing, looking left-right for targets, some 
standing and firing over the edge of the 
Casspir, others through the spring-loaded 
gunports below the windows. Everyone's 
shouting; the shouting drowned by the fir¬ 
ing, hot brass on bare skin, the hollow 
whunk! of a 40mm grenade launcher to my 
left, and the man to my right jamming the 
short muzzle of his R5 through the gunport 
Just as the 10-ton Casspir bounces hard over 
a bump and the R5 comes back inside on full 
automatic, spraying the inside with hot 
splinters of5.56 rounds. IJerk my legs a way 
with a sharply expelled * Jeezus!' * and then 
fm trampled over by Erne, who's run out of 
ammunition and is diving for the rear of the 
Casspir for more. He bowls me over a 
second time as he comes back through the 
throng of unsteady legs, everyone trying to 
hold on and keep his balance and fire from 

Continued on page 84 


At Wenela, near Katima Mulilo, HQ for 
Sector 70 of Eastern Caprivi, 140inni gun 
crew practices live-fire drills. Though gun 
crews maintain high state of readiness, last 
ANC mortar and rocket attack from 
Zambia across the Zambezi occurred in 
August 1978, 



APRIL 87 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 55 













SOF MACHINE GUNS 


ALL-OUT 



SHOOT 

OUT 

Knob Creek’s 
Full-Auto Reunion 

Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 




ABOVE: Rare first Model German World 
War 11 FG-42 (Fallschirnijager Gewehr, 
1942), caliber 7.92mm, with original mount 
and ZF>4 scope. This LMG/assault rifle was 
used by German airborne troops. RIGHT: 
French Model 1914 Hotchkiss machine gun, 
caliber 8mm Lebel. BELOW: Close-up of 
feed mechanism, which uses single trays or 
a series of articulated trays. 




A t least 50 machine guns are on the line, 
blazing away at close to their respec¬ 
tive cyclic rates. They attack all the senses. 
Eyes sting and water from swirling clouds 
of gun smoke and exploding dynamite. 
Nostrils clog and bum from acrid cordite. 
You can taste the burnt gunpowder on your 
tongue as it grinds between your teeth. And, 
of course, the noise — it’s deafening even 
with ear protection. Exciting, but my 
psyche remains strangely unaffected. The 
basic feverish ingredient of a firefight is 
missing — incoming rounds. 

All these sensual stimuli are being gener¬ 
ated by a most innocuous group. This is 
“The Machine Gun Shoot,” held twice a 
year at the Knob Creek Range in West 
Point, Kentucky, about 20 miles south of 
Louisville. Machine-gun enthusiasts and 
collectors from across the country gather at 
this former World War II U.S. Navy test 
range to bust as many caps as they can in 
two days. Wheel-lock and Walker Dragoon 
collectors never more than stare with glazed 
eyes at their prizes, protected from all harm 
in glass display cases. But, no matter how 
rare and unique, automatic weapons collec¬ 
tors invariably want to shoot their rattle 
guns, straining them until they redline. If 
spare parts are not available, they will 
machine them. 

Machine gunners flippantly refer to their 
gigs as “shoots.” The Knob Creek party is, 
without doubt, the world’s largest civilian 
assemblage of legally owned machine guns. 
By any standards, the inventory at last Octo¬ 
ber’s shoot was impressive. The partici¬ 
pants hauled more than 130 full-auto 
weapons onto the firing line. 
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ABOVE: Twelve-year-old SOF reader Nick 
Pelhan fires Franklin Arsenal Model M9 
9nini Parabellum SMG with Swedish 
Aimpoint optical sight. BELOW: Czech ZB 
vz/26 LMG, caliber 7.92inin, with German 
World War II Waffenamt markings. StUl in 
service in Afghanistan. 





ABOVE: Tracers float downrange from all 
four barrels of the Quad .50. LEFT: 
Modem full-scale firing reproduction of 
.45-70 M1875 Gatling Gun with 100-round 
Accles drum and field carriage. RIGHT: 
G.E. minigun, caliber 7.62X51mm NATO, 
with spade grips — mounted on M2 tripod. 
BELOW: Full-size reproduction of Gatling 
*‘Camel Gun” chambered for the 9mm 
Parabellum cartridge with 18-round strip 
feed. 


BELOW: Dovmrange targets were 
numerous and often spectacular. 





RIGHT: MlAl Thompson blazes away. 
LEFT: Awesome Quad .50 with towed 
carriage. It was employed in Vietnam, 
where the mount was placed in the bed of 
2 y 2 -ton tmcks. 
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There was an assortment of more than 
two dozen assault/battle rifles. Almost half 
of these were either M16s in one form or 
another (including an unusual belt-fed 
vari^t) or FAL derivatives. The others in¬ 
cluded Ruger AC556s, StG(MP)-44s, 
Kalashnikovs, M-14 E2s, an HK33, HK51 
(short-barreled 7.62X51mm NATO), FN 
CAL (unsuccessful predecessor to the FNC, 
complete with three-shot burst control) and 
a rare first model FG-42 (Fallschirmjager 
Gewehr, 1942). Unfortunately, the FG-42 
broke its firing pin before I could lay back 
on the trigger. 

There were almost three dozen sub¬ 
machine guns. Although Thompsons (8), 
Stens (4), UZIs (3) and MP-40s (3) domi¬ 
nated, there were also four of that despica¬ 
ble Doper’s Delight — the MACIO. Others 
included one each of the following: Walther 
MPK; Reising Model 50; Sterling; Lanches- 
ter; MP-28, II Schmeisser; Soviet PPSh-41; 
S&W Model 76; American 180 (.22 LR); 
Madsen Model 50; Franklin Arsenal Model 
9 (9mm SMG in M16 clothes) and Yugosla¬ 
vian M61(j) Skorpian. 



ABOVE: Model 1909 Argentine Maxim, 
caliber 7.65mm, with solid brass water 
jacket and brass fixtures. LEFT: Colt 
Model 1904 water-cooled Maxim with brass 
fixtures, originally chambered for the .30-03 
cartridge, had been modified to fire .30-06 
ball ammo. RIGHT: Colt Commercial 
Browning M38B .30-caliber machine gun 
with spade grips and wooden ammo box. 




RIGHT: Extremely rare Portuguese 
Vickers, caliber .303 British. BELOW: FN 
CAL, caliber 5.56X45mm NATO, was the 
unsuccessful predecessor to the current FNC 
assault rifle. 



ABOVE: WWII Japanese Type 99 LMG, 
caliber 7.7mm Jap. RIGHT: Two old World 
War I enemies meet on the same side of 
line. BSA Lewis Gun, caliber .303 British, 
in foreground and German ’08/15, caliber 
7.92mm, fire together. 


RIGHT: The aftermath: crew of .30-caliber 
AN/M2 aircraft Browning MG sort through 
more than 9,000 empty cases fired from 
their tired gun. 
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But machine-gun shoots belong to the 
belt guns and their magazine-fed corollar¬ 
ies. There were no less than 72. Richard 
Jordan Gatling invented and produced the 
first successful rapid-fire guns. Two full- 
scale reproductions of his famous series 
were rolled into action: the Model 1875 
.45-70 Gatling, complete with Accles 100- 
round drum and field carriage, and a Model 
1876 Camel Gun with tripod, chambered 
for the 9mm Parabellum cartridge. Both 
were manufactured by Thunder Valley 
Machine Co. (Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 192, 
Clinton, OH 44216). They are exact repli¬ 
cas in every detail, cost a great deal, but 
operate flawlessly. The Model 1875 with 
field carriage will extract $12,750 out of 
your savings account. 

Moving closer to World War I, there was 
an intriguing array of rare pieces which in¬ 
cluded the French Model 1914 Hotchkiss 
(8mm Lebel); Model 1904 Colt Maxim 
(.30-03); Model 1909 Argentine Maxim (a 
Model 1898 in caliber 7.65mm Argentine) 
with solid brass water jacket, feed block, 
fusee cover, spade grips and other fixtures; 
BSA Lewis Gun; and German Maxims in 
both the sled-mounted ’08 and bipod- 
mounted *08/15 configurations. 

The inter-war period was represented by a 
rare Portuguese Vickers (caliber .303 British); 
Colt Monitor (compact, but unsuccessful, ver¬ 
sion of the BAR); two Colt Commercial Mod¬ 
el 38B, .30-caliber, water-cooled Browning 
machine guns with spade grips; and three 
Czech ZB Vz26 light machine guns (from 
which the famed Bren Gun was derived). 
Many ZB Vz26s served in the German army 
during WWn and one of the specimens carried 
Waffenamt stempels. 

Man-portable anti-tank rifles were popu¬ 
lar until the middle of WWII, when tank 
armor improved to the extent that it could no 
longer be penetrated by such weapons. Two 
20mm semiautomatic anti-tank rifles from 
this era, an S18/1000 Solothum and Finnish 
Lahti Model 1939, were also present. Once 
not subject to Federal registration, these 
guns sold in the 1950s and early 1960s for 
$189.50 and $99.95 respectively. Their 
value has increased twenty fold. 

Most abundant at the Knob Creek Shoot 
were the machine guns of World War n. 
The .30-caliber Browning series was repre¬ 
sented by four M1917/A 1 water-cooled 
MGs, three AN-M2 aircraft guns (fitted 
with spade grips and attached to M2 tripods) 
and seven M1919A4/A6 or M37 LMGs. 
There were both a BAR and FN Model D 
version. 

King of any machine-gun mountain is the 
.50-caliber Browning. Ten were on the line 
the entire weekend, although four were at¬ 
tached to a completely restored Quad .50 
towed mount. Placed in deuce-and-a-half 
trucks in Vietnam, these Quad .50s rained 
certain death on Charlie when employed in 
airfield perimeter defense. 1 fired a belt of 
50 through each gun, and watching 200 of 
these 700-grain pills dump their energy 400 
yards downrange would make any 97- 
pound weakling feel omnipotent. 


Right flank of the flring line. 

One of Ma Deuce’s keepers fired 2,200 
rounds after sunset through an already shot- 
out barrel, stopping only to load belts. At 
800 rounds the barrel commenced to glow. 
After the entire 2,200-round sequence, the 
barrel was cherry-red from muzzle to barrel 
extension and hot enough to boil C-rats. 

A Russian 12.7mm Degtyarev heavy 
machine gun proved bush league to Ma 
Deuce’s line-up, as did the interesting JAP 
Type 96 (caliber 6.5mm Arisaka) and Type 
99 (caliber 7.7mm rimless) light machine 
guns. Hitler’s zippers were also present in 
great strength: nine MG-42s and six MG- 
34s. When you run nickel ammo through 
tired guns, the result is inevitable. Most of 
these German wonders were down at one 
time or another during the weekend and one 
MG-42 blew off its bipod, excavating a 
four-foot trench in front of the muzzle. 
These guys won’t blink an eyelash when 
they have to cough up $3,500 to $5,000 for 
an MG-42 or MG-34, but ask them to pay 
more than five cents a round for ammo and 
they cry crocodile tears. You can expect up 
to a 40 percent dud rate on 50-year-oId ball. 
Firing with a cyclic rate of 1,800 rpm per 
barrel was a German WWII MG-81Z twin- 
barreled aircraft gun. Produced by Mauser 
in caliber 7.92mm, it has one common re¬ 
ceiver and trigger. Operating in a manner 
similar to the MG-34, by means of gas- 
assisted short recoil, some of these guns 
were re-chambered after the war to 
7.62X51mm NATO for use in helicopters. 

There were but nine postwar machine 
guns: three M60s, two L4A3 Bren Guns 
(caliber 7.62X51mm NATO), two FN 
Minimis (M249 SAW), a G.E. 7.62mm 
minigun sitting on a Browning M2 tripod 
and an HK21. Firing a belt through the 
HK21 reinforced my impressions from El 


Salvador that this painful pile driver belongs 
in no army’s inventory. 

Firepower like this goes begging for 
pyrotechnic targets and Knob Creek Range 
provides some dramatic devices. Dynamite 
(as much as 40 sticks) is attached to cars, 
trucks, refrigerators, water heaters, bath¬ 
tubs, pyramids of tires and barrels with an 
alcohol, sawdust and oil mixture. The re¬ 
sults are often spectacular (especially at 
night) and sometimes amusing. With 50 or 
more belt guns raining destruction on the 
targets no one can be sure he hit anything, so 
of course everyone assumes he hit every¬ 
thing. 

There’s a great deal to interest both those 
with a historical and technical penchant at 
the Knob Creek shoot. You can leam far 
more about a particular weapon’s salient 
features from watching it operate than you 
can in the musty confines of a museum. But 
don’t come looking to see examples of fire 
discipline. These buckos are blasters. 
Bursts are limited only by the length of a 
belt or the capacity of a magazine. What 
you’ll see at Knob Creek is nothing more or 
less than a weekend of innocent, albeit awe¬ 
some, fun by the most law-abiding group of 
gun owners in the world. In the 53-year 
history of machine-gun control under the 
National Firearms Act of 1934, no more 
than one or two felonies have been commit¬ 
ted with registered automatie weapons. 

Knob Creek’s next shoot will be held 4-5 
April 1987. Shooters pay only $50 for both 
days or $30 for one day. Spectators are 
invited and it costs $5 for one day or $8 for 
both days to gawk your eyeballs out. For 
further information contact either Kenny or 
Holly Sumner at Knob Creek Range (Dept. 
SOF, Route 1, P.O. Box 85-C, West Point, 
KY 40177. Phone: (502)922-4457). I’ll see 
you there. My FN MAG 58 and I will be 
holding down the right flank of the line. ^ 
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SOF AFGHANISTAN 


GUERRILLA 

THEATER 

Holy Warriors 
Take the Stage 

Text & Photos by Mike Winchester 



O VER the past two years the Soviets 
have been piling on the pressure in 
Afghanistan. Their military build-up has 
been systematic — increased bombardment 
of mujahideen-dominated rural areas, fre¬ 
quent use of elite commando units (Spets- 
natz) and improved air mobility of conven¬ 
tional troops. 

Consequences of this strategy have been 
twofold: first, a growing death toll among 
civilians, including refugees fleeing for 
Pakistan; second, a mujahideen resistance 
that by force of circumstances has become 
increasingly organized and professional. 
This improvement in mujahideen guerrilla 
tactics and coordination is now actually 
keeping pace with the Soviets* introduction 
of heavier and more sophisticated weapon¬ 
ry. Today the Afghan rebels have a realistic, 
sophisticated understanding of what it 
means to fight a ruthless superpower. 

Such sophistication was not always a 
hallmark of the mujahideen. In the summer 
and autumn of 1981 I spent several months 
looking at what was then a new war in the 
northern provinces of Afghanistan along the 
Soviet border. In those days, mujahideen 


WHERE THE WARS 
ARE 

Mike Winchester is a widely traveled 
freelance writer based in Bangkok, 
Thailand. His past articles in Soldier of 
Fortune Magazine have covered com¬ 
munist resistance groups in Southeast 
Asia and Afghanistan, 


ABOVE RIGHT: Soviet Mi-24 Hind, or 
“flying tank” — most feared weapon in 
Soviet arsenal. 

RIGHT: Antiaircraft weaponry for the 
mujahideen is largely limited to 
Soviet-designed DShK 38 12.77mm heavy 
machine guns. 

organization — if you could call it that — 
was of a decidedly homegrown variety. In 
fact, it was often a toss-up as to who was 
more dangerous to journalistic life and limb 
— the Soviets or the friendly mujahideen 
hosts. 

Not that the mujahideen didn’t have their 
hearts in the struggle. Then, perhaps more 
than at any other time, Afghan resistance 
was a spontaneous outpouring of popular 
outrage, as the whole country rose against 
not only the godless regime in Kabul but 
also against the foreign invader. The snag 
was simply that there were too many inde¬ 
pendent players in the game. From Badakh- 
shan in the far northeast to Herat in the west, 
every village had its own exclusive band of 
holy warriors and a self-appointed com¬ 
mander who was convinced that he alone 
would lead the liberation of the USSR’s 
Muslim Republics before the year was out. 

Also at that time, most Afghan rebels 
were straight off the farm. Some were in 
their sixties, others were young teenagers. 
Few could operate automatic weapons, let 
alone shoot straight. And as for a standing 
militia, there was none. The rebels fought 
when they had the will and the time to fight. 
When a particular skirmish was over, most 
rebels shouldered their weapons and re¬ 
turned home. But these liabilities did not 



LIBERTY OR DEATH 

Jihad-^the mujahideen’s holy war in 
Afghanistan — began in response to the 
Soviet invasion in December 1979. 
Claiming that their military occupation 
of the country was necessary to “nor¬ 
malize” social and political conditions 
in Afghanistan, Soviet intentions in that 
region have been clear since Lenin pro¬ 
claimed that “the road to the Persian 
Gulf passes through Afghanistan.” 

When the Soviets sent troops into the 
Democratic Republic of Afghanistan, 
Marxist Prime Minister Hafizullah 
Amin was executed and a puppet regime 
led by Babrak Karmal was installed 
under close supervision of the KGB. The 
Afghan resistance movement rose in re- 
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sponse to attempts by the new regime to 
impose its rule and a variety of Marxist- 
style ‘‘reforms*’ that run counter to the 
deeply rooted traditions of the Afghan 
people. 

Now in its eighth ye^^', mujahideen 
resistance continues to deny the Soviets 
the fruits of their attempted conquest. 
Despite improved counterinsurgency 
tactics and the presence of 116,000- 
230,000combat troops, the Soviets have 
failed to establish the authority of the 
puppet government in Kabul. In May 
1986 Karmal was replaced by former 
Afghan secret police chief Najibullah. 
The intraparty dissension this has pro¬ 
duced is the latest example of the Soviet 
Union’s inability to establish a stable 
client regime. 

Of all the antircommunist wars in the 
world today, the one in Afghanistan is 
unique — it is the only place where 
(^pressed, partisan guerrillas are fight¬ 
ing directly with Soviet troops, not satel¬ 
lites or surrogates. While Afghan army 
forces do much of the fighting and dying 
for the Soviets, it is sdll Ivan’s war 
against Afghanistan, not a civil war or 
revolution. 

What we have today in Afghanistan is 
the largest national uprising of the 20th 
century. As Soviet military and Afghan¬ 
istan specialist David Istby points out; 
“The Afghan rebels [mujahideen] are 
not an army in the true sense of the word, 
but rather a people in arms. Each Afghan 

has his god and bis gun. They’ll chal- 

' '' 


lenge and fight anyone who dares med¬ 
dle with their faith or firearms.” 

The Soviets pursued their Afghani¬ 
stan policy widi renewed vigor in 1986, 
trying new tactics both on the battlefield 
and in their efforts to gain legitimacy for 
the puppet regime. In July 1986, Gener¬ 
al Secretary Gorbachev announced plans 
to withdraw six regiments from Afghan¬ 
istan. Concluded in October, the with¬ 
drawal turned out to be a sham; it had no 
effect on Soviet combat effectiveness 
inasmuch as most of the regiments wife- 
drawn were either antiaircraft or 
armored units, which are of little use in 
feis guerrilla war. Also, the Soviets had 
introduced two new motorist rifle reg¬ 
iments and several dozen tanks follow¬ 
ing Gorbachev’s statement, for the sole 
purpose of withdrawing them in 
October. 

At the same time, fee Soviets and the 
Kabul regime have escalated cross- 
border sabotage and penetrations of 
Pakistani territory that were calculated 
in part to increase public unease in 
Pakistan. Through October 1986, there 
have been about 650 violations of Pakis¬ 
tani territory — a ISO-percent increase 
over the total for 1985. 

Political upheaval in Pakistan (where 
3.2 million of Afghanistan’s eight-plus 
million refugees now live) has, along 
with famine, the greatest potential for 
crippling the Afghans’ efforts within the 
next five years. Pakistan has substantial 
problems of its own, with strong separa¬ 


tist factions attempting to make a transi¬ 
tion from military to parliamentaiy gov¬ 
ernment. The opposition is already well 
armed by fee Soviets and Afghan army. 
The Soviets could also try to re-ignite the 
insurgency in Baluchistan. Pakistan is 
sympathetic to the Afghan rebels but 
remains vulnerable to a combination of 
external aggression and internal 
pressure. 

Afghanistan, which even in peace¬ 
time is one of the 20 poorest countries on 
e^h, is engaged in a prolonged war of 
attrition with fee Soviets. And no one 
has ever won a war of attrition with 
Russia. But when fee Afghans say they 
ate going to fight on, regardless of what 
fee rest of the world might do or say, 
they mean it with a passion barely com¬ 
prehensible to many Westerners. 

No one can doubt, the bravery and 
commitment of the Afghans, but 10 
years of unequal struggle would take a 
terrible toll. They are .only likely to 
achieve their aim an Afghanistmi 
without Soviet combat troops — if fee 
West helps them raise the cost of this war 
to the Soviets. 

It is not too late for fee Afghans. The 
VieUiamese fought for 30 bloody years. 
Hie Afghans, fighting for their homes 
and way of life, are certainly no less 
dedicated. To the mujahideen, it is only 
a matter of tin^ and lives until fee Soviet 
invader is expelled and Afghanistan is 
free again. 

—Tom Bates 
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faze the mujahideen. They were all commit¬ 
ted to ridding their country of the invaders 
from the north — one way or another. 

In those early days of the war, Afghan 
rebels could afford to fight in a sporadic 
way. Kabul’s ragtag army, decimated by 
desertions and defections, was still strug¬ 
gling to stay together. The Soviets who, in 
theory, had arrived to secure the cities and 
highways in order to allow the Afghan army 
to go after the resistance were still settling in 
and not much liking what they found, par¬ 
ticularly their Afghan army allies. 

As a result, the Soviets tended to confine 
themselves to their bases. When they ven¬ 
tured out it was with plenty of armor and 
textbooks on how to win wars in central 
Europe and northern China. Because of this 
Soviet timidity the mujahideen maintained 
the initiative through default, in spite of 
their chronic disorganization. In fact, there 
always seemed to be more attackers than 
available targets, with zealous mujahideen 
falling over each other to get in on the ac¬ 
tion. Given that the whole country was up in 
arms and the communists were hard pressed 
to hold onto the cities, this was not especial¬ 
ly surprising. But it often made for trouble 
— usually within the ranks of the muja¬ 
hideen. 

One such instance occurred in September 
1981, when I was in the town of Khanabad, 
a medium-sized ville in Kunduz province 
controlled by the mujahideen. Situated on 
the main highway between Kunduz city and 
the northeast of the country, Khanabad 
served as an ideal staging area for muja¬ 
hideen ambushers along the well-traveled 
highway. 

In and around the town three major 
Peshawar-based parties were operating, 
each fielding several fighting groups. I 
attached myself to a section of the Jamiat-i- 
Islami (Islamic Society) commanded by an 


Author spent much of 1981 with 
migahideen in northern provinces of 
Afghanistan along Soviet border. 

ex-army officer, Ibrahim Sarsefid, who had 
parted company with his former employers 
after the Soviet invasion. The group was 
around 30 to 50 strong, depending on who 
was free at the time, who was minding his 
shop, back on his farm, etc. 

Shortly after my arrival in Khanabad, the 
first Soviet convoy passed by on its way to 
an Afghan garrison just outside the town. 
Ibrahim was already ahead of the game: He 
had good advance intelligence about the 
convoy, given him from contacts inside the 
Afghan army garrison itself. This token 
force within the garrison felt no allegiance 
to the Russians but relied heavily on the 
mujahideen in town to deliver meat and 
vegetables. So long as the army remained 
within the walls, a friendly arrangement 
remained intact: as food passed in, intelli¬ 
gence and ammunition passed out. 

We got word about the Soviet convoy in 
the early morning. It was coming from Kun¬ 
duz and, after stopping at the Afghan garri¬ 
son, was headed for neighboring Takhar 
province. We could expect it on the high¬ 
way outside Khanabad by early afternoon. 

Ibrahim set up an ambush about four 
klicks outside of Khanabad. The spot was a 
good one. A deep irrigation ditch located 
about 100 meters from the road provided 
perfect cover, while an open field between 
the ditch and the road left a wide, flat ex¬ 
panse which denied the Soviets any place to 
hide. There was also a farmhouse near the 
ditch. From its roof the road could be 
brought under fire from an unobstructed 
angle. The cover provided by this house and 
the one next to it offered a clear line of 
retreat had our group — about 25 strong — 
bitten off more than it could chew. 


We took position in the late morning and 
spent an hour or more digging in and then 
settled down to wait. By 1430 nothing had 
happened. By 1500 the tension and impa¬ 
tience were building to a fever pitch, with 
anxious glances being cast back along the 
highway. 

Silence was broken abruptly about three 
klicks up the road by a couple of RPG blasts 
followed by sustained heavy machine-gun 
fire. There was a good deal of cursing and 
grumbling, and Ibrahim dispatched a runner 
back toward the town to confirm what by 
now was quite obvious. We then packed up 
and hustled back to find the action — a 
full-scale battle in progress, with three Mi- 
24 Hind helicopter gunships circling back 
and forth over the beleaguered convoy. En- 
route we came across the other groups from 
different parties also moving out of pre¬ 
pared ambush positions and also unamused 
to find that “their” convoy had been at¬ 
tacked by someone else. 

What was even more galling for us and 
the other mujahideen groups was that the 
convoy had been hit by a group of Harakat 
guerrillas who had been lounging around in 
a tea shop, had heard the noise of vehicles 
approaching and, having nothing else to do, 
succeeded in upstaging the other mujahi¬ 
deen who had planned their ambush. The 
Harakat group was commanded by a former 
Soviet trooper, a Kazakh who had joined the 
mujahideen the year before, after defecting 
from the army base at Kunduz airport. He 
was renamed “Taj Mahmad” by his fellow 
rebels. 

After being pinned down by circling 
choppers, we finally joined the fighting. By 
the time we arrived, Taj Mahmad’s men had 
taken out one T-62 tank and damaged anoth¬ 
er. The rest of the convoy had effectively 
extricated itself and pulled back toward 
Kunduz under cover of low-flying Hinds. 

After this fiasco, I was convinced that 
mujahideen coordination around Khanabad 
was practically nonexistent. I decided to 
leave Khanabad as soon as possible. 

I told Ibrahim I wanted to take a look at 
the resistance in Kunduz. An accommodat¬ 
ing host, Ibrahim agreed to help me join up 
with one of the Jamiat groups in Kunduz. 
We left the following afternoon in two 
municipal buses. The mujahideen all piled 
aboard and we set off down the highway 
into a beautiful late summer sunset. 

Khanabad is about 25 klicks from Kun¬ 
duz. About halfway into the journey we 
pulled over for evening prayers and finally 
arrived on the outskirts of Kunduz shortly 
after dark. Unlike Khanabad, Kunduz was 
well garrisoned by both the Soviets and the 
regime. The main Soviet base was at the 
airport outside the city, while in the city the 
Afghan army held certain key buildings. In 
daytime Kunduz was in regime hands. But 
after dark it was a very different story. 

Fighting generally didn’t begin until after 
2000 hours. So in the early evening Ibrahim 
and I paid a few social visits and had dinner 
at the house of a local merchant. After din¬ 
ner we had tea and listened to the radio. 
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ABOVE: Type 56 AK-47 shows Chinese 
help for resistance groups. 

RIGHT: Mountainous Afghan terrain 
inhibits Soviet troop mobility and provides 
ideal cover for mujahideen ambushes. 

BELOW RIGHT: Captured weapons make 
up bulk of mujahideen armory. 
Conunanders typically distribute best 
weapons to fiercest fighters. Here ZabiuUah 
(far right), commander of Jamiat-i-Islami 
forces in Balkh province, conducts 
ceremony awarding weapons to best 
warriors. 


Around 2130 it was time to get moving. 

Our target was the local Khad (secret 
police headquarters), which was well 
guarded and had a couple of Soviet tanks 
inside the compound. The first plan was to 
lure the armor out onto the street, where we 
could hit it with RPGs. But the Soviets 
weren’t stupid and had no intention of driv¬ 
ing around narrow, dark streets playing 
hide-and-seek with rocket-toting guerrillas. 
Even so, our group took position a few 
hundred meters from the Khad and opened 
up with automatic weapons fire, trying to 
get the Soviets’ attention. Though most of 
the shooting was generally in the right direc¬ 
tion, with tracer bullets making elaborate 
crisscross patterns in the night, the Soviets 
wisely refused to emerge from the com¬ 
pound. 

Around 0100 things died down and we 
regrouped at a mosque near the outskirts of 
town and took a head count. Then it was 
back onto the buses and home to Khanabad. 
I remember the ride well — the mood was 
lighthearted, as smoke from mazar hashish 
hung in the air. There were no mujahideen 
casualties, everybody had shot off a lot of 
ammunition (always a good morale booster) 
and the assumption was that the enemy had 
taken heavy casualties. 



This party atmosphere was silenced as 
AK rounds ripped into our bus from both 
sides. Sitting just a few seats behind the 
driver, I had a grandstand view of what was 
happening — we were sitting ducks. In a 
scene forever frozen in my mind, I can see 
the pencil-dot lines of tracer bullets rising 
from the darkness on the left like sparks 
spewing out of a volcano. 

As the windows disintegrated in a blind¬ 
ing shower of glass and metal splinters, I 
dove for the floor, covering my face. In the 
bedlam of cries and gunfire, I can remember 
thinking: “There’s an RPG round coming, 
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there has to be an RPG out there. This is it, 
no way to fight back, no place to run. End of 
story.” 

Miraculously the attackers missed our 
driver who, to his eternal credit, kept con¬ 
trol of the vehicle and accelerated on 
through the ambush and stopped several 
hundred meters down the road when we 
were out of danger. There was then a panic- 
stricken rush for the door, with those not 
wounded trampling their less fortunate 
comrades. 

Some of the mujahideen broke and scat¬ 
tered across the fields on the right of the 
highway. My heart doing about 600 beats 
per minute, 1 hit the roadside ditch and 
started trying to find out where all the blood 
on my back was coining from. Others led by 
Ibrahim fanned out and, weapons at the 
ready, were working their way back up to¬ 
ward the ambush party, which had fallen 
curiously silent. An exchange of shouts 
confirmed what was beginning to dawn on 
even the slowest of us — we had been 
ambushed by other mujahideen! 

These zealous warriors had not been in¬ 
formed that two bus loads of heavily-armed 
men would be heading back down the high¬ 
way at 0130 and assumed that for once the 
communists — who were not above dress¬ 
ing up as mujahideen — were pulling a few 
surprises of their own. 

It remains a towering tribute to Islamic soli¬ 
darity among the rebels that another round of 
hostilities didn’t explode on the spot. But it 
came very, very close. The next half-hour was 
consumed in a hysterical exchange of insults. 


Tiy Mahmad, a former Soviet trooper who 
defected in 1980, commands midahideen 
guerrilla group Harakat near Khanabad. 

threats and recriminations, while the wounded 
— there were three — lay groaning stoically 
on the bus. One seriously wounded mujahid 
remarked to me, with what I thought was 
commendable philosophy: “It could have 
been a lot worse.” 

The fact that a mere three days later 
things very nearly got “a lot worse” is 
further indication of the way the war was 
being fought. It also helps to explain why, 
by the time I decided to head south, my 
nerves were terminally frayed at the edges. 

After extracting the larger shards of glass 
from my back, I said farewell to Ibrahim 
and headed out of Khanabad to join a Jamiat 
group based west of Kunduz. Ibrahim had 
been a good friend, and with a fatalistic grin 
he apologized about the “ambush.” I 
traveled by day with a large group of mu¬ 
jahideen in three trucks. The route they 
planned seemed simple enough: move 
across country along village lanes to a point 
north of Kunduz where we would join the 
main highway, drive down the highway to a 
point just outside the city, then cut west 
again across country to the village where the 
Jamiat provincial commander was tempo¬ 
rarily based. But this trek turned out to be 
anything but simple. 

After a couple of torturous, kidney¬ 
pounding hours on country lanes, we 
reached the highway. I should mention 
parenthetically that this highway was not 


RIGHT: Scanning for Soviet Hind 
helicopters, cliff-top DShk HMGs provide 
mujahideen with AA cover. 

BELOW RIGHT: Mohammad Kareem, 
mujahideen camp commander and former 
brigadier in Afghan army, brandishes 
captured Soviet AKS-74 assault rifle in 
caliber 5.45x39mm ComBloc. 

just any stretch of tarmac. This was the main 
highway between Kunduz city and the town 
of Sher Khan Bandar on the Oxus River — 
which forms the Soviet border. Built by the 
Soviets in the 1960s, it is an excellent all- 
weather road and, since the invasion, one of 
the busiest lines of military communication 
and resupply in the country. 

A few inquiries established that we were 
at a point about 15 klicks north of Kunduz. 
We would follow the highway to a turnoff 
about three klicks outside the city. It oc¬ 
curred to me at the time that driving around 
on this sort of road in broad daylight with 
truckloads of heavily armed men hadn’t 
been in any book on guerrilla warfare I’d 
ever read, so I raised the point with the man 
in charge. He was a marginally intelligent 
loudmouth who, in the presence of the for¬ 
eign press, namely me, was determined to 
show the dauntless courage of the mujahi¬ 
deen, even if it meant taking senseless risks. 
“The Shuravi [Soviets],” he told me, 
“don’t dare use these roads after four 
o’clock.” Since by now it was around 1630 
there was clearly nothing more to be said. 
We got back on board the truck, lurched up 
the embankment onto the highway and 
swung south. 

As an honored guest I was allowed to sit 
up in the cab of the lead truck. It was a 
pleasant summer afternoon with a few 
peasants still working in the cotton and 
wheat fields on either side of the road. It 
seemed like the war was a million miles 
away; here we were cruising along one of 
the Sovs* main communication arteries like 
we owned the place, a mere 60 klicks from 
the USSR. 

An interesting experience under any cir¬ 
cumstances, the ride became doubly 
memorable when six or seven minutes later 
another column of military vehicles ap¬ 
proached from the other direction, about 
200 meters distant and closing. Upon in¬ 
spection my worst fears came true. The 
approaching vehicles were Soviet — a 
GAZ-65 truck followed by the squatty 
shapes of BTR-60s! Our driver yelled, 
“Qatar/” (convoy) in a panic-stricken 
shriek and stood on the brakes, throwing me 
face-first into the windshield. Before I 
could recover, the entire truck had emptied. 
Dazed, I grabbed my camera bag, stumbled 
out of the truck and crawled into a roadside 
irrigation ditch. 

There followed a wild stampede for the 
only available cover— a mud-walled farm¬ 
house set back maybe 100 meters from the 
road. Unfortunately, between the ditch and 
the farmhouse lay at least 100 meters of flat 
field punctuated by tangled bunches of 
knee-high cotton plants. Thrashing through 
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STICKS AND STONES 
TO BREAK IVAN’S 
BONES 

Afghan guerrillas are lightly armed, 
fighting the Soviet army and air force 
with only infantry weapons. Lack of 
adequate modem weapons and ammuni¬ 
tion has limited the number of fighting 
men the Afghans can put into the field. 

Afghans use a wide variety of rifles. 
While these range from percussion 
jezails and single-shot Martini-Henrys 


captured at Maiwand in 1880, the two 
most common weapons are .303 Lee 
Enfields and 7.62mm Kalashnikov 
assault rifles. Other infantiy weapons 
include SKS 7.62mm rifles (Soviet- and 
Chinese-made), M1891 7.62mm 
Moisin-Nagants (supplied on Lenin’s 
orders in 1919), 7.62mm G3s (ex- 
Iranian), 9mm Sten guns (often locally 
made) and a variety of light machine 
guns, although all are limited in num¬ 
bers. The 7.62mm RPD and RPK are 
most common, although the 7.62mm 
PKM and older Czech-made ZB 36s of 
the pre-war army are also used. 

To counter Soviet armor the Afghans 
must rely on RPG-7 anti-tank rocket 
launchers and anti-tank mines. Howev¬ 
er, because the guerrillas control most of 
the countryside, mine use is limited to 
prevent civilian casualties. 

Ask any Afghan resistance fighter 
over the age of six what you can do to 
help their plight, and the answer will 
always be: “Get us weapons to destroy 
the helicopters!” The most common 
anti-aircraft weapons are the Soviet-de¬ 
signed DShK 12.7mm and 14.5mm 
KPV heavy machine guns — “Dashka” 
and “Ziqriat” respectively to'the 
Afghans. These weapons are of limited 
effectiveness against jet aircraft and 
heavily armored Hinds, although they 


have a surprisingly high number of kills 
and considerable deterrent value. 

The most effective air defense 
weapon is the heat-seeking SA-7 Grail 
surface-to-air missile. Small numbers 
have been in use since 1980: The Afghan 
army had SA-7s pre-war, but these valu¬ 
able weapons remain few and far be¬ 
tween. In early 1986, there were press 
reports that the Afghan freedom fighters 
were to receive U.S.-made General 
Dynamics Stinger surface-to-air mis¬ 
siles, which are similar to the SA-7 but 
more effective against targets using 
flares and countermeasures. Such mis¬ 
siles will have to be supplied in mass 
quantity, though, to affect the course of 
the war. (SOF sources inside Afghani¬ 
stan state that Stingers are now in opera¬ 
tion). 

Other than homemade incendiary de¬ 
vices and fragmentation bombs, this is 
all the mujahideen have to fight the 
Soviet invaders. This dismal imbalance 
of power is further illustrated when tal¬ 
lying the number of Afghans killed in the 
conflict. Estimates range from 500,000 
to 1,000,000 dead, not including those 
who died in refugee camps in neighbor¬ 
ing Pakistan. 

With such odds, it’s amazing that the 
mujahideen resistance has been as suc¬ 
cessful as it has to date. 


— The Editors 
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the vegetation at top speed I tripped repeat¬ 
edly, landing spread-eagled in the dirt. At 
those humbling moments I can recall think¬ 
ing, “Do I go to ground or keep going?” 
After looking back at the approaching con¬ 
voy, the choice was obvious. I had to keep 
moving if this story was ever to be told. 

My mujahideen companions — at least 
40 strong — had spread out across the field 
in a frantic, floundering rout, encouraged 
by scattered bursts of automatic fire from a 
few Soviets who were sitting atop the BTR- 
60s. As I stumbled and went down for the 
third or fourth time I could see a few of the 
mujahideen kneeling and returning fire, and 
for a brief moment it seemed like one of the 
first orderly retreats in the annals of Afghan 
military history was in the making. An 
orderly retreat never materialized, howev¬ 
er, because the raket-wallah (RPG man) had 
dutifully dragged his launcher with him but 
had forgotten to bring along any rockets. 
When we discovered this it became an 
every-man-for-himself sprint for the farm¬ 
house. 

About three other mujahideen and I made 
the cover of the farmhouse wall in a flying 
leap. We slithered across the hard earthen 
pathway beneath the wall and then doubled 
over gasping for breath, our throats parched 
from the heat and dust. Hardly able to 
breathe, we began laughing uncontrollably 
at our hopeless predicament and our joy just 
to be alive. 

It says a lot about the state of the Afghan 
war in those days that the Sovs did not halt 
and give chase. Had they done so, the farm¬ 
house would have been leveled and our 


corpses left to rot in the sun. Instead, they 
contented themselves with filling our aban¬ 
doned transport with holes and speeding on, 
blasting their machine guns into the middle 
distance on both sides of the highway. 

My guess is that the Sovs were discon¬ 
certed by what must have looked like some 
elaborately staged trap, or at the very least 
an ambush that had somehow misfired. Cer¬ 
tainly for the lead driver, with RPGs on his 
mind, it must have looked a pretty improb¬ 
able, not to say very weird, scene. And 
Soviet military textbooks do not deal with 
either the improbable or the weird. 

Casualties from this inglorious operation 
amounted to one farmer and one horse 
killed, two mujahideen wounded and one 
journalist suffering severe nervous exhaus¬ 
tion. It goes without saying that the mujahi¬ 
deen — and our loudmouth commander in 
particular — were at pains to interpret the 
whole encounter as another victory for the 
forces of national liberation and proof — if 
proof were needed — of the spineless char¬ 
acter of the invader. 

But as I said, those days are long gone. 
The Sovs have learned from past errors — 
so too, thank God, have the mujahideen. ^ 


ABOVE RIGHT: Khanabad mujahideen 
outside tea shop with captured Soviet DP 
7.62mm light machine gun. 

RIGHT: Soviet wheeled, amphibious 
BTR-60PB APC. 

BELOW: Mujahideen motorized patrol near 
Khanabad. 




IVAN’S TOOLS OF THE 
TRADE IN 
AFGHANISTAN 

FIXED-WING AIR OPERATIONS 

Soviet fixed-wing airpower is mainly 
used to attack villages which could serve 
as guerrilla bases. Close air support — 
attacking guerrillas in battle with com¬ 
munist ground troops ^— is limited, and 
alrpost always performed by helicopters 
rather than fighter-bombers. 

Soviet fighters totalled, in 1985, 
about eight to ten squadrons comprising 
12-15 aircraft each in Afghanistan, with 
an equal number based in the ^pviet 
Union for supporting operations. Mili¬ 
tary aircraft used against Afghanistan 
include: 

MiG-2S and MiG-27 Flogger — two 
or three squadrons. 

MiG-il Phhbed —one or two squad- 

ron^,, ■ 

^U^!7 Fittct-P fighters 

— two squadrons. 

SU-25 Frog foot — two squadrons. 

Tu-16 Badger medium bombers — 
based in Soviet Union. 
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SU-24 Fencer attack aircraft — based 
in Soviet Union. 

An-12 Cubi transports ,— based in 
Soviet Union, used as bottibers by roll¬ 
ing bombs down rear ramp. 

An-12 Cub — sensor equipped, used 
as “master boittbers*’ anc| for recon¬ 
naissance. 

An-26 Curl — sensor equipped, used 
as “master bombers” and for recon¬ 
naissance. 

11-76 Mainstay — radai equipped, 
used as airborne command posts. 

HELICOPTER OPERATIONS^ 

Helicopters are the single most impor¬ 
tant Soviet weapon used in Afghanistan, 
The Afghans hate and fear helicopters — 
especially the Mi-24 Hind attack heli¬ 
copter— more than any other weapon in 
the Soviet arsenal. Hinds, which repre¬ 
sent ftbout a quarter of the Soviets’ h^lir 
copter strength in Afghanistan, are used 
for close air support, bombing villages, 
convoy escort and patrolling and de¬ 
stroying whatever they find moving in 
most of Afghanistan. Hying by day and 
night. Hinds use their under-nose 
12.7nun machine gun; 57mm rocket 
pods; HE, white phosphorous and iitn-' 
cendiary bombs; air-dropped minelet 
pods; “liquid fire” delayed-action in¬ 
cendiary pods; cluster bomb units or 
chemic^ canisters. Often called “flying 
tanks,” Hinds are heavily armed and 
nearly impossible to down without 
ground-to-air missiles^. Other Soviet 
helicopters used in Afghanistan areii p || 

Mi-8yMi-17 Hip series — standard 
transport helicopter. 

Mi-6 Hook and Mi-26 Haio — pro¬ 
vide heavy lift capabilities^ 

Soviet helicopters total at least seven 
regiments, each of 30 to 50 aircraft, and 
several independent flights and squad¬ 


rons, with 350-plus helicopters based in 
Afghanistan and half again as many in 
the Soviet Union. 


SOVIET AND AFGHAN ARMY 
GROUND FORCES EQUIPMENT 

Main Battle Tanks: T-34/35, T-54, 
T-55, T-62, T-72, 

Armored Personnel Carriers: BTR- 
152, BTR-60PB, BTR-70. 

Airborne Assault Guh: ASU-85. 

Infantry Fighting Vehicles: BMP-1, 
BMP-2, BMD. 

Wheeled Fightingyehi,cles: BKDM-2 
sdout car, gun trucks.' 

122mm howitzers: M-30 (M-1938), 
D^30 (M-1963), 2S1 SP (M-1974). 

L U52mm howitzers: 2S3 SP CM-1973), 
aSS SP (M-1977). 

ISOmm guns: M-46 (M-1954). 

MRLs: 132mm BM-13, 122mm 
Qi^ad-P aiid BM-21, 

libckets: Ffog-7. 

Mortars: 82mm M-1937 (incl. SP and 
BMD), 82mm Vasilesk (towed and SP), 
120mm M-1943, 240niH|i SP M-i?77, 

Surface-to-air (SAM) niissiles: S A-2, 
SA-4, SA-7, SA-9, SA-13, SA-6 or 
SA-8. 

Antiaircraft artillery: |23mm ZSp^23- 
4 SP, 23mm 2U-23-2,14.5mm :^U-1, 
-2, -4, and 12.7mm DShKM AAA. 

Anti-tank weapons (used to destroy 
^tpne homes); RPG-7 aqd RPG-16 rock¬ 
et launcher; SPG-9 73mm AT gun; Sag¬ 
ger ATOM, 100mm T-12 AT gun; 
66mm RPG-18 single-shot rocket 
launcher; 85mm SD-44 AT gun. 

Infantry weapons: 5.45mm weapons 
(AKS, AK-74, AKD, AKSU assault 
rifles and RPK-74 LMG); 7.62mm 
weapons (AKM, AKMS, AK-47 assault 
rifles. RPK, RPD, RP-46, DTM, 
LMGs, PKMS GPMG, SKS carbine, 
PPSh SMG, 7.7mra ZB-36 LMG); gre¬ 


nade launchers (30mra AGS-17, 40mm 
BG-15); mines (PFM-l air^dispensedv 
PMN anti-personnel and oth^). 

CHEMICAL WEAPONS 

These include older gases such as 
iphogene, ,CS and CH* as well as stan¬ 
dard nerve agents knd new high- 
technology agents such as mycotoxins 
— the deadly “Yellow Rain,” an in- 
capacitant — and “the Hash/’ a fast¬ 
acting and highly lethal nerve gas. There 
have been no confirmed reports of these 
newer gases being used since 1982, but 
the older types remained in use at least 
until 1984. Delivery is usually by canis¬ 
ter dropped from helicopters or fighter- 
bombers. 

otk^Er ari^D forc!^ 

In addition tathe army and air force, 
the Scwiets have reportedly committed 
limits ftom the KGp Border tJ^Mards, 
MVD Ministry Interior Internal 
Security Troops and KGB Special 
Troops, or Spetsnatz^ who were used in 
fhe 1979 jhyision ^d who guard 
^ high-prionty objaitives. ■' ■ 

TOTAL SOVIET TROOP 
STRENGTH 

115,000 army troops in Afghanistan. 

40,000 army troops fighting in Af¬ 
ghanistan, based in USSR. 

10,00(^ air force personnel in Afghan¬ 
istan and USSR. 

50,000 support troops in USSR. 

2,000 advisers to Kabul regime. 

Estimated 5,000 MVD an4 KGB 
forces, plus several thousand civilian 
advisers. 

There are persistent though uncon¬ 
firmed reports of (/uban, Ethippian, 
Vietnamese, South Yemeni and Syrian 
troops serving with Soviet forces. 

—The Editors 
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SOF VIETNAM 



Press Priorities Leave Wounded in a Slow Boat 


Text & Photos by John C. Foster 


L anding in our LZ, the helicopter 
wop-wop-wops and clack-clack- 
clatters in a tight circle as it flares out and 
sets down in a cloud of dead grass. Flying 
dust and stinging little pieces of Vietnam 
splatter everywhere. This flight is of par¬ 
ticular interest to us because it is unsched¬ 
uled. Normally we might get one flight a 
month. None come just to visit. That’s 
understandable. This little Junk base on the 
Ham Luong River isn’t much to see. Just a 
leftover little triangle of mud walls out in the 
Mekong Delta. 

Surprise again. Three civilians run to¬ 
ward us, crouching and clutching hats and 
bags against the swirling grit. The helicop¬ 
ter barely pauses, then accelerates its wop¬ 
wopping and scoots off with its nose to the 
ground, skimming across the gaggle of 
grass huts north of the base. 

Extending his hand, one of the three 
speaks. 

“Hello. Jack Klepper, NBC News. This 
is Don Bell and that’s our cameraman, Bill 
Kelley.” He looks and sounds like a TV 
newsman. Khaki jacket, fatigue pants, 
suntan. 

“Welcome to Junk Division 34. I’m 
Lieutenant John Foster, and this is our com¬ 
manding officer, Dai Uy (Captain) Da.” I 
pump his hand and run through the usual 
mindless courtesies, wondering to myself 
what the hell they’re doing here, trying to 
size up our guests. With six months in¬ 
country as an adviser to the South Viet¬ 
namese navy, I had heard good and bad tales 
about journalists. Generally they were 
friendly and sometimes famous, always in 
an air of glamor. Never had heard of any¬ 
body benefiting from having them around, 
though. Or having a choice. 

I help Jack carry his gear over to our 
place. Over a couple of luke-cool Tiger 
beers»I answer the basic questions and fill 
him in on what we’re doing. 

“This is Junk Division 34. Across the 
canal is Junk Division 37. It used to be way 


down below 36, which is on the Bassac, but 
it kept getting overrun. They finally just 
gave up and moved it up here with us. 
Except for us and a few Ruff-Puff outposts, 
the VC own Kien Hoa province outside Ben 



Lower map details AO of Junk Force 
advised by Lieutenant John Foster. 


. ^^.LAOS 
CAMBODIA 


" SOUTH 
VIETNAM 


Phnom Penh 



Tre city limits. But they haven’t made any 
serious effort to wipe us out yet. Just harass¬ 
ment. 

“There are generally two officers and 
two enlisted advisers at each base,” I ex¬ 
plain. “This is George Wilcox, my number 
two, and Petty Officer First Class MacDon- 
ough. We’re short one enlisted. You’ll meet 
the folks across the canal later.” 

Don Bell speaks for the first time. “We 
just finished up an operation with the 173rd, 
and are set up to do something on the Swift 
Boats on Phuoc Quoc Island. The head shed 
suggested a look at you.” 

Don looks around the hooch. “Pretty 
primitive.” 

“Actually, it’s a hell of a lot better than 
we found it,” George tells him, “The last 
guys started out in a dirt-floor grass hut. 
They started building this out of dunnage 
from cargo ships they managed to cumshaw 
up in Vung Tau. We took up where they left 
off. Hell, there’s four wooden walls, a ce¬ 
ment floor and a tin roof. What more could a 
lean, hard jungle fighter ask for? Besides, 
it’s as good as the junkies and their depend¬ 
ents have.” 

Out comes a notebook. “So you don’t get 
much support,” Jack Klepper says. “Who 
is your supporting command?” 

“We’re sort of orphans,” I tell him. 
“The Navy advisers are part of MACV, 
which is an Army command. The Navy 
commands, like Swifties and PBRs, know 
that, so they don’t offer much. The Army is 
hard to get hold of and rarely has the stuff 
we need. Hell, they barely know where we 
are or what we’re doing.” 

“Bill, can you get set up and get this?” 
Klepper says to his camera guy, more of an 
order than a question. Jack is all commenta¬ 
tor, straightening his khaki jacket, brushing 
down his hair. 

“I want you to run through all of that 
again on camera, John,” he tells me while 
positioning me beside him. Bill is unpack¬ 
ing and assembling cameras, lights and 
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power packs. 

“No thanks. Hold it. HeyV I finally 
break into their little preparation ritual. 
“I’m not going to do an interview bitching 
and moaning about support.” 

End of rapport. End of camaraderie. The 
whole news team packs up and moves to 37. 

“What was that all about?” asks Mac. 
He and I had come down here together. He 
is a good, solid mechanic, 

“Probably just being paranoid, Mac. I 
just thought maybe they’re looking to do 
one of these stories where an American 
shows up on TV talking about how screwed 
up the war, the Vietnamese, the Navy, the 
government, or everybody but NBC is. It 
pisses me off and I don’t want to accidental¬ 
ly wind up in it,” 

“Well, Mr. Foster, if they’re looking to 
do a story on things that are screwed up over 
here, they can do it without you, and with¬ 
out too much trouble,” 

“That’s no shit,” Wilcox throws in. 
“Wait till they try to send their story out. I 
haven’t been able to talk to Ben Tre since we 
were up there last month. Better yet, wait 
till they try to get out of here.” 

“I wonder how long they plan to stay?” 
Mac asks, wondering but not really caring. 

I leave on a three-day patrol with Dai Uy 
Da, The Junk Force, or Coastal Force, as it 
was renamed (modernization through 
change in terminology), patrols the coasts, 
canals and coastal rivers of South Vietnam 
to prevent or hinder movement of troops or 
supplies by the Viet Cong. Down here in the 
Delta, where almost everything is water, 
this covers a lot of territory. We visit ham¬ 
lets and stop fishermen. We were surprised 
and amused when we first started because 
several fishermen told me that I was the first 
Frenchman they had seen in some time. 
We’re talking major league backwater. 

This is a pretty uneventful patrol. We 
take a little fire on the Ba Lai River, so we 
land and destroy the hamlet where it came 
from. One junky is slightly wounded in the 
arm, but not seriously enough to require 
special care. We bandage him up and hope 
for the best. 

As the boat leaves the Ba Lai, I remember 
tales from Saigon of “goddamn unmoti¬ 
vated shitbirds who wouldn’t fight to save 
their sisters,” I look around at the grinning 
junkies who had just charged an enemy 
position ashore just because they were 
pissed off at getting fired at. 

Of course, Dai Uy Da makes a big differ¬ 
ence when it comes to going hey-diddle- 
diddle, right up the middle. He leads. 
Thiec-day patrols give a lot of time to talk, 
and we know each other about as well as two 
men from as different cultures as ours can 
expect. He watches advisers come in for a 
year and go home, and he keeps on fighting. 
He never leaves the field for a desk jockey 
job in some place like Saigon or Vung Tau. 
His whole career, about eight years, has 
been in River Assault Groups and Junk Di¬ 
visions. This kills his chances for promo¬ 
tion. No prestigious Sea Force duty. The 
Sea Force is the Vietnamese navy’s assort- 



NAVAL ADVISER 

Navy Captain John C. Foster served 
as an American adviser to the South 
Vietnamese Navy “Junk Force” in the 
Mekong Della during 1965-66. Since 
then his assignments included command 
of Special Boat Unit 22 in New Orleans, 
command of Special Boat Squadron 
Two in Little Creek, Virginia and chief 
of the U.S. Naval Mission to Colombia. 
He retired in 1984 after 23 years of serv¬ 
ice. This is Foster’s fu^t article for SOF. 
The editors are happy to have him 
aboard. 


ABOVE: Room with a view: looking from 
Junk Division 34 across the canal to 37’s 
camp. 

LEFT: Ha Si Loc, right, whose wife died 
from mortar shrapnel wounds because the 
only available helicopter was evacuating 
some uninvited members of the press. 

LOWER LEFT: The author as a young 
Navy lieutenant serving as an adviser in a 
forgotten Delta base. 

ment of old U.S. landing ships, patrol craft 
and auxiliaries that patrol way offshore 
where nothing is happening. Probably offi¬ 
cers like Da are left on the line because they 
get the job done. 

We drift to a stop off some fish stakes at 
the mouth of the Ham Luong and grenade 
some fish for supper. Ha Si (Corporal) Loc 
serves them up, smiling. He always smiles 
at me at mealtime. 

On my first patrol, I rode with Ha Si Loc. 
At supper, we all crouched in the cabin of 
the junk as he handed me a platter of five 
crabs, I ate them. They were delicious. As I 
sucked at the last piece of shell, 1 noticed the 
crew and Ha Si Loc staring at me in amaze¬ 
ment. I had eaten everybody’s supper! From 
then on, I was an exhibition at each hamlet 
and a source of shared amusement with Ha 
Si Loc at each meal. 

We pull back up our canal to 34 the next 
morning. The newsmen are still living at 37 
and had done interviews with Jimmy Wil¬ 
liams, the enlisted Boatswain’s Mate at 37, 
and with George'Wilcox. No problems and 
no blatantly controversial material. Bill, the 
photographer, had even joined the junkies 
on a night ambush set up. Proved unevent¬ 
ful, but I was impressed with his spirit. 

George and I sit up late that night catch¬ 
ing up on what had gone on with each of us 
during the day. We talk under a weak 
fluorescent lamp wired into two PRC-25 

Continued on page 86 
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SOF WEAPONS 

GALIL’S NEW 
SNIPER RIFLE 

Israelis Take After Sovs 
and Design Mass-Produced 

Sniper System 

Text and Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 



T hroughout history snipers and 
their equipment have held the mili¬ 
tary’s interest only during periods of armed 
conflict. Between wars they languish in a 
limbo buried under higher priorities. But 
Israel’s state of siege never ends, so it stands 
to reason that sniping would occupy no 
small role in Israel Defense Forces (IDF) 
tactics. Yet until recently their snipers have 
made do with little more than exhausted 
Ml4s — junkyard remnants of American 
military hopes left rotting in the jungles of 
Southeast Asia. 

Working in close support with the army, an 
Israel Military Industries (IMI) weapons divi¬ 
sion team commenced development of an in¬ 
digenous sniping system in 1980. Taking note 
of Russia’s success at mass producing the 
Dragunov, large-scale series production with¬ 
out serious compromise of the accuracy poten¬ 
tial was a key objective. The resulting rifle, 
while not totally satisfactory in my opinion, is, 
nonetheless, a sincere effort to comply with 
the user’s requirements. 

Starting with the Galil rifle, itself an ex¬ 
tensive modification of the Kalashnikov 
system (early prototypes were in fact assem¬ 
bled with Finnish Valmet M62 receivers), 
IMI’s response to the infantry’s need to 
strike at multiple targets both quickly and 
accurately checks in at 18.3 pounds, Corn- 


Firing new Galil Sniper Rifle equipped with 
Nimrod scope and Ciener sound suppressor. 
Recently adopted by Israel Defense Forces 
(IDF), this Galil is a high-accuracy-potential 
rifle that can be mass produced. 

plete with scope, bipod and loaded maga¬ 
zine. While Israeli soldiers are well-known 
for their ability to hump with awesome 
loads, this is still far too heavy. Overall 
length with the stock unfolded and the muz¬ 
zle brake installed is approximately 43 
inches. 

Built around the Galil’s heavy forged re¬ 
ceiver, chambering is for the 7.62X51mm 
NATO cartridge. Since snipers will employ 
match-grade ammunition, adding in es¬ 
sence a different cartridge to the pipeline, 
the belted .300 Winchester Magnum would 
have been a superior choice, as it provides 
less variation in point of impact at long 
ranges. 

Firing from the closed-bolt position, the 
Galil is gas-operated without an adjustable 
regulator. When the trigger is pulled, the 
hammer drives the firing pin forward to 
strike the primer. The bolt has been fitted 
with a strong firing pin spring to prevent 
premature ignition of more sensitive com¬ 
mercial primers — an especially important 
feature as the auto safety sear has been elim¬ 


inated from this semiautomatic rifle. 

After ignition of the primer, a portion of 
the propellent gases passes through the bar¬ 
rel vent into the gas block pinned to the 
barrel. Gas enters the cylinder (to which a 
small spring has been attached to secure its 
retention during reassembly) and drives the 
piston rearward. The piston is hard-chrome 
plated for ease of maintenance. A notched 
ring in back of the piston head provides a 
reduced bearing surface and permits excess 
gas blow-by, which is vented into the 
atmosphere out six ports in the gas cylinder. 
The bolt carrier is permanently attached to 
the piston. After a short amount of free 
travel, during which time the gas pressure 
drops to a safe level, the carrier’s cam slot 
engages the bolt’s cam pin and the bolt is 
rotated and unlocked as the carrier moves 
rearward. 

Primary extraction occurs as the bolt is 
rotated. Empty-case ejection is typically 
violent. Cases are severely dented by the 
ejector (milled into the left receiver rail) and 
tlu-own to the right and front as much as 40 
feet (an undesirable characteristic with re¬ 
gard to position disclosure). At this time, 
the recoil spring is compressed and its return 
energy drives the carrier forward to strip 
another round from the magazine and cham¬ 
ber it. 

The Galil’s hammer spring is made of 
multi-strand cable. Both the trigger and sear 
springs are fabricated from conventional 
single-strand wire. The two-stage trigger on 
SOF’s test specimen breaks cleanly at 3.25 
pounds. But the right-side selector lever is 
the same stamped sheet-metal bar common 
to all Kalashnikovs and every bit as noisy. 
Something should be done about this. 

The top position, marked “S,” is safe 
and blocks upward rotation of the trigger 
bar. In this position, the bolt can be re¬ 
tracted only far enough to inspect for a 
chambered round. There is also a thumb- 
operated selector switch on the left side. By 
means of a two-piece hinged bar inside the 
receiver, the rearmost position of this selec¬ 
tor is safe, and pushing forward with the 
thumb will place the weapon in the firing 
mode, marked “F.” 

Taken from the Hungarian AKM/AMD- 
65 series, the Galil’s gray-plastic pistol grip 
exhibits excellent human engineering. Of 
more than adequate length, with a sharp 
bottom flare to prevent the hand from slip¬ 
ping, the grip has been attached to the re¬ 
ceiver at precisely the correct grip-to-frame 
angle. 

Protected by the front of the trigger 
guard, the spring-loaded, flapper-type 
magazine latch must be inserted from the 
front and rolled back to engage the latch. 
Two tough, all-steel, ribbed 25-round 
magazines are issued with each rifle. Both 
the magazines and the receiver are frnished 
with black baked enamel over phosphate. 
All other steel components (except the pis¬ 
ton) are phosphate finished. 

Carrying handle and bayonet stud on the 
ARM have been deleted. The retracting 
handle remains attached to the bolt carrier 
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and bent upright to permit cocking with 
either hand — a useful feature. 

No small portion of this rifle’s horren¬ 
dous weight is consumed by the 20-inch, 
heavy, stepped barrel. Its four grooves twist 
to the right with a turn of 1:12 inches. A 
faster 1:10 inch twist would have offered 
greater bullet stabilization at ranges 
approaching 1,000 meters. 

A large 4-inch muzzle brake has been 


Galil Sniper Rifle field stripped and shown 
with Ciener sound suppressor, scope and all 
accessories. 


threaded to the barrel. It has three rows of 
exhaust ports of five holes each positioned 
to the rear of four transverse compensator 
cuts arranged two abreast. It can be rotated 
offset to the right or left to accommodate 
right- or left-handed shooters (unfortunate¬ 
ly, to no avail). It’s quite effective but re¬ 
tained by an alien-head set screw which will 
surely loosen and disappear in the field. 

Two-piece wooden handguards, without 
the ARM’s longitudinal grooves, are at¬ 
tached to the barrel and receiver by screws 
through a hole at the rear of the gas block 
and into the bottom, front portion of the 
receiver. The bipod, attached to the gas 



Nimrod 6X40nim scope attached to Galil 
Sniper Rifle with a quick-release side-rail 
mount features an excellent 
Dragunov/RPG-7-type reticle range finder. 

block on the ARM, has been moved 9.5 
inches to the rear and mounted to the end of 
the forearm assembly to avoid interference 
with the barrel’s vibration pattern. While 
this location enhances the operator’s ability 
to quickly engage targets on the flanks with¬ 
out lifting the rifle off the ground, it has an 
unfavorable effect on accuracy. Stored 
under the handguards, this sturdy, sup¬ 
posedly adjustable bipod, unlike that of the 
ARM, cannot be used to cut wire or open 
beer bottles. That’s of small consequence, 
but one of the legs on our test specimen 
refused to retract. Command height can be 
varied from approximately eight up to 10 
inches, with two intermediate positions. 

The buttstock can be folded to the right 
for transport, reducing the rifle’s length of 
33.6 inches. Although this feature would 
usually be undesirable when accuracy 
potential must be maximized, the Galil’s 
rugged stock latch is every bit as rigid as a 
fixed stock. The clumsy-looking wooden 
buttstock has an adjustable spring-loaded 
cheekpiece. Locked by a slotted screw on 
the ri^t side which slowly backs off during 
firing sequences, the operator soon finds his 
eye well above the scope’s ocular. The rub¬ 
ber recoil pad can also be adjusted for 
height. 

The rear end of the Galil’s recoil-spring 
guide rod, which serves as a retainer for the 
sheet-metal receiver cover, is extended to 
ease disassembly and lock the cover more 
securely to the receiver body. This is espe¬ 
cially important as the rear sight has been 
mounted on the receiver cover. While this 
does not provide the rigidity offered by the 
receiver-mounted rear sight of the Kalash¬ 
nikov series, the trade-off is a longer sight 
radius of 19 inches. 

The rear sight is a flip-up peep style with 
300- and 500-meter apertures. ITie hooded 
front-sight post is adjustable for windage 
and elevation zero. Elevation adjustments 
are by means of the UZI front-sight tool. 
Windage adjustments are made by loosen¬ 
ing and tightening the two opposing screws 
which move the entire front-sight assembly 
in its dovetail on the gas block. The front 
sight hood forms an additional aiming circle 
just within the rear-sight aperture to further 
assist sight alignment and speed target ac¬ 
quisition. 

Galil’s tritium (betalight) night sights set 
Continued on page 92 



GALIL SNIPER RIFLE SPECIFICATIONS 

Caliber .,.,.... ,,. ,0.62X511^ NATO ^ 

Operation .... Gas with no regulator and conventional Kalashnikov pision 

and extension attached to bolt carrier. Locking by means 
; ;V ofrotg^ jtwo-lugbolt. Fire from the closed-bolt position. 
Sen 5 iii|^ihatic fiii;^nly. No auto safety sear. 

Feed Medianb^: .... . 25-round staggered box-type detachable magazine 

Weight: ... 18.3 pounds, complete with scope, bipod, sling and loaded 

magazine 

Lengthy stock unfolded: 43 inches 

Length, stock folded: .. 33.6 inches 

Barrel: .... .. Four-groove with a right-hand twist of one turn in 12 inches 

Sights: __ ^ Round, post-type front with protective hood; adjustable for 

windage and elevation zero. Flip-type rear with protec¬ 
tive ears; 300- and 50()-meter peep apertures. Also has 
flip-up tritium night sights: vertical bar front and double- 

■ dot 

Opd<cs:............... Nimrod 6X40mm scope, side-rail mounted with steel rih^ ' 

and mount (quick detachable). Ocular diameter of 32mm 
with eye relief of approximately 3 inches. Double cross¬ 
hair pattern with reticle range finder of Dragunov/RPG 
type. Range drum calibrated from 200 to 8(X) meters in 
50-meter increments. Windage drum with 5 mils of 
adjustment right or left in */ 2 -iniI increments. 

^Complete with foam-lined, fitted drop case; four-piece 
^ cleaning rod; cleaning kit; sling; two magazines and 

Nimrod scope with rubber eye cup, protective caps, 

. V, auber and neutral density ocular filters. 

^ Ramat Ha Shar- 

U.S, Distributor: ...... Action Arms, Ltd., Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 9573, Philadel¬ 
phia, PA. 19124 , 

Pne^iK...-.-. ,'^J?Suggesteri^retail: $3,995, coli00^ 

and availability. 

Status: ............. . Recently adopted by Israel Defense Forces 
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sor DMZ 

GREEN 

BERET’S 

FIRST 

BLOOD 

RT Viper Strikes North 

by James Pruitt 


I was no different from other young sol¬ 
diers who attended the Special Forces 
Course at Fort Bragg, North Carolina in 
1967. After braving the long, grueling 
weeks of training in unconventional war¬ 
fare, our minds were possessed by one 
thought; “Who was going to Vietnam and 
who wasn’t?” 

Our feelings about that question were a 
lot different from most civilians, and espe¬ 
cially most draftees. We were actually en¬ 
vious of those who were ordered into Viet¬ 
nam — in our book they were the lucky 
ones. They’d have a chance to put the 
months of arduous training to use, while 
those left behind would battle anxious bore¬ 
dom stateside. 

I was a lucky one. With that hurdle be¬ 
hind me, the next question was more prac¬ 
tical: “Would I freeze under fire or would I 
live up to the proud tradition of that green 
beret I had just earned?’ ’ This question was 
answered sooner than 1 expected. 

Of my graduating class, 33 were assigned 
to the Fifth Special Forces Group, Nha 
Trang, South Vietnam. We started clearing 
Fort Bragg the next morning. We expected 
our out-processing to be another “hurry up 
and wait” paper-shuffling ordeal. But we 
found out early that when the clerks saw a 
Special Forces man walk in with his clear¬ 
ance papers for Vietnam they suddenly got 


real polite and processed his paperwork 
faster than the soldiers heading for other 
parts of the world. Though some of the 
straight-leg guys gave a show of indignation 
at our preferential treatment, they got real 
quiet when we’d ask whether they’d like to 
trade places. 

From Fort Bragg we made one stop in 
Washington state at Fort Lewis, our point of 
departure for Vietnam. Before leaving the 
states our numbers were trimmed to 30: One 
of the guys had been killed in a car accident, 
another was stabbed in a bar fight and the 
third requested a hardship assignment be¬ 
cause of some marital problems. 

On our way across the big pond en route 
to Vietnam, the Special Forces guys sat in 
one section of the plane and talked about the 
possible assignments we’d get when we got 
to Nha Trang. Every man there wanted an 
“A ” Team, but we knew that would never 
happen. Maybe half would get A Team 
assignments, but the B and C teams needed 
people, too. The single most talked-about 
unit was MACV SOG (Military Assistance 
Command Vietnam, Special Operations 
Group) and its Command and Control op¬ 
erations (CCN [North], CCC [Central] and 
CCS [South]). 

The stories about SOG ran from amazing 
to totally unrealistic. The problem was that 
of the 30 of us on that plane not a soul knew 



a damned thing about SOG. But it sounded 
interesting enough, so we all agreed if we 
couldn’t get on an A Team, we’d go for 
SOG. 

We landed in Cam Ranh Bay in the mid¬ 
dle of the afternoon. My heart was skipping 
a beat as we taxied back up the runway and I 
peered out the window for my first view of 
Vietnam. My God, here we were; it was 
real. This was the place I had seen on televi¬ 
sion night after night while I was home on 
leave. I expected mortar rounds to start tear¬ 
ing up the runway at any minute, followed 
by screaming hordes of black pajama-clad 
Viet Cong charging the plane with their 
AK-47s blazing. I looked around my sec¬ 
tion of the plane at the faces of the other 
guys and found comfort in the fact that I 
wasn’t the only one with a vivid imagina¬ 
tion. 
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We off-loaded and were met by the 
liaison NCO, a Special Forces sergeant 
from Nha Trang. He led us to a barracks 
where we could store our gear and then took 
us on a short tour of the base, pointing out 
the mess hall, the PX and a club where we 
could buy a few beers. We had to exchange 
our money for military chit books that could 
be used just like money while we were 
there. He said we would only be in Cam 
Ranh Bay for 48 hours; then we’d be flown 
to Nha Trang to process in and receive our 
assignments. 

I don’t think any of us slept that night. We 
sat out on bunker^ rooftops, watching illu¬ 
mination rounds turn darkness into day¬ 
light. The tiring was coming from an out¬ 
post farther up the coast. Every now and 
then we could hear rifle and machine-gun 
fire from a far distance. We were finally 


Recon team members scramble for 
extraction chopper after successful mission. 
Air support from jet fighters and Cobras 
helped keep enemies’ heads down during 
exfiltration. Author’s AO in CC North, Da 
Nang, was a hotbed of NVA activity. 
Volunteers for service here rarely made it 
home in one piece, if at all. Photo: 
Department of Defense 

here — and my nerves were as tight as a 
bowstring! 

Every soldier has one or two special bud¬ 
dies that they hang around with more than 
others. Mine were Linwood G. Patterson 
from Bangor, Maine and Greg Magsman 
from Fall River, Texas. We had agreed that 
no matter what, we’d try to stay together the 
whole tour and watch out for each other. We 
were filled with optimism. 


Our third morning in-countiy, we left for 
Nha Trang and Fifth Group Headquarters. 
That afternoon we received a briefing from 
the sergeant major and were asked to fill out 
a form stating what kind of assignments we 
wanted. 

The sergeant major ended his briefing by 
saying, “Now, I know you’re all gonna put 
down that you want an assignment with an 
A Team. Well, you can ask for it, but we’re 
looking pretty good in that area right now. 
And there won’t be any slots opening up 
anytime soon. So think about that before 
you write it in there.’* 

He explained the different areas open to 
us — B Team, C Team, Security Forces, 
Mike Forces. Finally, he got around to 
SOG. He didn’t elaborate on that one except 
to say, “If you’re looking for fun, adven¬ 
ture and plenty of action, they always have 
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vacancies for new people,” 

I stood up and asked the sergeant major, 
“Where does SOG need the most help?” 

He didn’t hesitate. “CC North, Da Nang. 
They’ve lost 18 people in the last 90 days!” 

To this day I don’t know why, but right 
afte^r he said that, I automatically wrote 
“CC North” on the form. Patterson and 
Magsman looked at me like I was nuts, then 
erased their forms and wrote in “CC 
North.” 

Of the 30 who arrived that day, seven 
volunteered for CCN, 13 for CC South in 
Ban Me Thuot, six for CC Central, located 
in Kontum, and the rest were scattered out 
among the B and C teams. Nobody got an A 
team. 

My other CC North buddies and I arrived 
at the Da Nang airport around noon. Thick, 
humid air engulfed us as we stepped off the 
tailgate of a C-123 onto the hot runway. As 
we were dragging our gear off the plane, a 


young specialist fourth class waved for an 
old blue bus parked by the terminal to come 
out onto the strip and pick us up. 

I was busy adjusting some gear in my 
flight bag when Patterson dropped his duffle 
bag and said, “Holy shit!” I looked up to 
see what had prompted the remark. As the 
bus came closer to the plane, I understood 
completely. 

The bus looked like it had been used for 
range practice. There were no fewer than 10 
bullet holes through the windshield and at 
least 20 to 30 more through the windows 
along the sides. We were told that the bus 
had been in the compound on the night that a 
bunch of NVA sappers infiltrated CCN in 


Despite heroic efforts of SF 
counterinsurgency operations, it was too 
little too late. Communist control of South 
Vietnam was significant by late 1960s. 


August. Since this was only September, the 
sight of this bullet-riddled bus didn’t exactly 
inspire confidence in our new home. 

Once settled at the CCN compound, 
Sergeant Major Charlie Vickers came by to 
welcome us to the unit. This man fit my 
image of a Special Forces sergeant major 
perfectly—he was a short, stocky man built 
like a brick shithouse with a leathery, 
weathered face that showed more than its 
share of combat. He told us that we’d re¬ 
ceive a briefing from the CCN commander 
the next day; but for now, the club was open 
and he was buying the first drink. 

It was at the club that night that my under¬ 
standing of the C&C concept began. Team 
leaders were called one-zero. These were 
the guys with combat experience and who 
had been around the longest. Next came the 
one-one, the assistant team leader. He had 
some experience but was still unprepared to 
move into a one-zero slot. This would be the 
man who would take over the team when the 
team leader left for the States. The last 
American on the team was the one-two — 
the cherry boy — the new guy who didn’t 
know anything. His training would be strict¬ 
ly OJT. 

Pat, Mags and I were the new boys, but 
we were more than willing to start learning. 
We all three had one goal in mind: to one 
day have our own teams. 

The following morning we met Colonel 
Jack Warren, the CCN commander. He 
didn’t mince words when explaining the 
realities of our position: “CCN runs high- 
risk missions across the borders and has the 
highest casualty rate of any unit its size in 
Vietnam. There’ll come a day when you 
will find that you can’t make your fingers let 
go of that doorway in the chopper. Your feet 
will be on the skid and you’ll want to go, but 
you won’t be able to make yourself do it. 
The day that happens, you come and see 
me. That’ll be an early warning that it’s time 
for you to get out of the recon business. 
Nobody will say anything about it. It’s just 
one of the things that comes with the terri¬ 
tory.” 

By the time I left the colonel’s office, I 
knew exactly what was expected of me at 
CCN and had lost any illusions about the 
“glory” of battle. 

My next stop was the recon commander’s 
office for an interview with Captain Richard 
(Dick) Meadows. This man was destined to 
work side by side with Colonel Bull Simons 
in a daring raid into Son Tay, North Viet¬ 
nam to rescue American POWs. Years la¬ 
ter, Meadows would once again have a 
chance to rescue POWs — he would be the 
inside man on the ill-fated 1980 Iran raid. 

During my interview with Capt. 
Meadows, we talked about the different 
types of missions that the teams ran: POW 
snatches, bomb damage assessments for the 
Air Force, photo reconnaissance of the Ho 
Chi Minh Trail and anything else that 
MACV asked for — CCN did it all. 

I was assigned to RT (recon team) Viper. 
Team leader was Staff Sergeant John 
Dodds, who looked more like a college pro- 
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fessor than a recon team leader. John told 
me right away about the night in August 
when the sappers had infiltrated the com¬ 
pound. They had come out of a pair of small 
mountains that sat at the edge of CCN’s 
perimeter. They had help from other NVA 
who were already in the camp. They had 
taken over the mess hall, killing the cook, 
his wife and their children. The attack, com¬ 
ing after midnight, inflicted heavy casual¬ 
ties on the Chinese and Montagnards, while 
eight Special Forces people were killed and 
16 wounded. Dodds had b^n shot in the 
right leg with an Ml rifle. He later found out 
that he had been shot by one of the new 
lieutenants who had just come in that after¬ 
noon. 

John still got hot thinking about the 
“friendly fire,** so I changed the subject 
and asked about the team. There was Sang, 
the interpreter, who spoke four languages 
other than English, and Dai who, at 43, was 
the oldest member of the team. Dai had led a 
squad of Viet Minh at the battle of Dien 
Bien Phu and, according to Dodds, was one 
of the best trackers and point men in the 
camp. There were two brothers, called 
“Sing A” and “Sing B,** who had been 
with Dodds since the day he arrived at camp 
and were always playing practical jokes on 
the American team leaders. Additionally, 
we had 12 Chinese on the team. They were 
easily the most superstitious people Td ever 
met. For example, they refused to run op¬ 
erations with an odd number of team mem¬ 
bers. If we were on a mission and had to 
medevac one of the team, we had to send 
another guy with him to keep the numbers 
even. 

I was in the fourth week of training with 
this team when RT Viper drew a mission. It 
was a POW snatch. The area of operation 
was just north of the DMZ about five miles. 
Saigon had received reports of the 325th 
NVA Division on the move and heading for 
the DMZ. All we had to do was capture an 
NVA for interrogation. Dodds told me that 
this was one of the toughest types of mis¬ 
sions that we could get — not welcome 
news to a greenhorn like me. 

Next morning, after puking up my break¬ 
fast from sheer nervousness, word came 
down from the team leader:“Game time! 
Let*s hit it!” It*s at times like this when the 
monotony of your past training serves its 
purpose. Your body automatically responds 
to the order despite fear or apprehension and 
without waiting for your brain to give the 
go-ahead. I grabbed my gear and headed out 
on my first combat mission as if I had done it 
a hundred times before. 

Choppers picked us up at the CCN pad 
and flew us to the Quang Tri launch site, 
where we made last-minute coordination 
with the support elements. As the launch 
site commander gave us the thumbs up 
when we lifted off, the choppers dropped 
their noses down and roared across the com¬ 
pound and out over the rice paddies below. 

The door gunner pressed his hand to his 
helmet, then tapped Dodds on the shoulder, 
pointing out to the hills, then to the jungle 


TOP: UH-ID helicopters provided rapid 
Insertion of forces for quick-strike 
operations. MACV-SOG needed such 
mobility for POW snatches, reconnaissance 
of the Ho Chi Minh Trail, cross-border ops 
and any other mission requiring stealth for 
mission success. Photo: Department of 
Defense 

ABOVE: Ten-foot-high elephant grass 
concealed a ubiquitous enemy and 
hampered small-unit effectiveness. 

Downdraft from ascending choppers 
provided brief opportunity for visual 
contact among unit members. Photo: 
Department of Defense 

below. We were two minutes out from the 
primary LZ. We were going in. 

After doing a 45-degree bank, the chop¬ 
per screamed downward and leveled off. 
We had five seconds to get out once we were 
over the LZ. The downdraft from the rotor 
blades bent the elephant grass almost flat. 
The noise was de^ening. I kept looking 
over my shoulder at John. When he went, I 
would go. 

We were 15 feet off the ground when 
Dodds stood on the skid and, with a last 
second glance in my direction, jumped. 
Sang was right behind him. Dai grinned a 
wide smile then, grabbing my arm, out we 
went. The chopper dipped its nose and was 
gone by the time we hit ground. 

I hit the ground like a ton of shit. Then I 
saw why. We hadn’t jumped 15 feet — it 
was more like 35! The grass was unbeliev¬ 
able. It had to be over ten feet high. I 
couldn’t see Dodds, Dai or Sang. The 
downdraft from the second chopper bent the 
grass once more as I watched Adams and the 


rest of the team exit. I could hear people 
moving around, but I still couldn’t see any¬ 
body. 

My adrenaline was pumping 90 miles an 
hour; sweat stung my eyes and my mouth 
was swollen from thirst. I kept telling my¬ 
self: “Slow it down, you’re not alone. The 
whole team’s around you. You just can’t see 
them.” 

Only a few minutes passed, but they 
seemed like hours. The only sound now was 
the wind blowing through the tall grass. 

Then Dodds tapped my jungle boot with 
his Ml6 and almost gave me a heart attack. 
He whispered reassuringly, “How you 
doing, kid?’ ’ I told him I would be fine once 
I got my heart started again. He waved for 
me to follow him as he crawled through the 
grass. He didn’t have to ask twice — I was 
right behind him. 

Adams joined us with the rest of the team. 
No words were spoken as John pointed to 
Dai, then to the trees to our front. Dai 
nodded and moved quietly into the grass. 

John told us to spread out and start mov¬ 
ing for the tree line. Chuy was with me as 
we began the slow crawl forward. It had 
taken us five minutes to make it to the edge 
of the LZ. Dai checked the tree line and 
waved us forward. The Chinese spread out 
around us as John checked the map and 
keyed the radio. He gave the FAC our posi¬ 
tion and the direction of march, then we 
moved out. We went only a few yards be¬ 
fore the jungle erupted in automatic- 
weapons fire. Dai was in trouble some¬ 
where in front of us. 

Our team hit the ground and began to 

Continued on page 87 
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SOF EDGED WEAPONS 

COMBLOC 

BAYONETS 

SOF Inspects 
the Sharp End of the AKM 

Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 


R eference books refer to them as 
Dragunov bayonets. Gun show dealers 
hawk Hungarian variants as East German 
and Polish models as Soviet. Ivan refuses to 
cooperate and publish a catalog. There is no 
more intriguing or desirable bayonet for a 
collector to possess, as they are in service 
from Afghanistan to Nicaragua. Yet, mass 
confusion reigns. So let’s take a close look 
at the information I’ve gleaned over the past 
several years and cut through the blur of 
misinformation. 

Most AKM bayonets can cut wire as well 
as poke people. A hole in the blade (shaped 
with a clipped Bowie point) can be inserted 
over a lug on the scabbard to form a scis¬ 
sors-like wire-cutter with the back edge of 
the blade and a projection on the bottom of 
the scabbard. To gain the required leverage, 
the bayonet should be mounted on the rifle 
and employed in a manner similar to the 
barbed-wire cutters fitted to the British 
SMLE rifle during World War I. The blades 
are satin-chrome plated and most have a row 
of sawteeth along the back edge. This latter 
feature is of dubious value. There is no 
fuller (the so-called ‘'blood groove”). All 
of these bayonets have a single muzzle ring 
at one end of the crosspiece and a hook at the 
other end for opening bottles and attaching a 
wrist strap which passes through a hole in 
the pommel. When fitted to the rifle, the 
cutting edge is uppermost in the Czech/ 
Austro-Hungarian manner. 

There are two distinct models of the 
Soviet AKM bayonet. The earliest, or 1st 
pattern, had a steel scabbard with a matte- 
black paint finish. It was equipped with a 
rubber insulator that was grasped when cut¬ 
ting through electrical wire. Fitted to the hilt 
were plastic (reinforced with wood chips) 
grips with a large, bulbous pommel. 
Apparently the rifle’s bayonet stud played 
havoc with the plastic pommel, and so the 


hilt was redesigned with a heavy steel pom¬ 
mel. This 2nd pattern bayonet was issued 
with a ribbed plastic scabbard that eliminat¬ 
ed the need for a rubber insulator. Several 
ComBloc countries eventually adopted 
either one or both the 2nd pattern bayonet 
and scabbard. There are thus four possible 
combinations; 1st pattern bayonet and scab¬ 
bard, 2nd pattern bayonet and scabbard, 1st 
pattern bayonet with 2nd pattern scabbard 
or 2nd pattern bayonet with 1 st pattern scab¬ 
bard. As we shall see, there are examples of 
all four. 



TOP: Predeces.sor and departures, top to 
bottom: original AK-47 bayonet, Czech 
Vz58 and Finnish Vabnet Model 1%2 
bayonets. 

ABOVE: Top: 1st pattern grips 
(Romanian). Bottom: 2nd pattern grips 
(Soviet). 


The colors of the plastic on 2nd pattern 
scabbards, rubber insulators on 1st pattern 
scabbards and the grips of either type are 
useful indicators as to the country of origin. 
In addition, the color and material (either 
leather or webbing) used for the wrist straps 
and the type of frog or belt hanger with hilt 
loop, together with their color and the mate¬ 
rial used in their fabrication can also help to 
identify an AKM bayonet. A final distinc¬ 
tive feature is the bayonet blade itself, 
whether or not it has sawteeth or wire¬ 
cutting capability. 

Three countries are also known to pro¬ 
duce fighting knife derivatives of the AKM 
bayonet: U.S;S.R., Yugoslavia and Hun¬ 
gary. In each case they differ from the 
bayonet only in the design of their grips and 
by virtue of the fact that they cannot be 
attached to a rifle. They are presumably 
issued to elite airborne or commando units. 
All three possess wire-cutting capability 
and are rarely encountered in the West. 

Let’s examine the AKM bayonets of each 
known producing ComBloc nation, describ¬ 
ing their distinguishing characteristics and 
approximate value, 

Soviet AKM bayonets obviously repre¬ 
sent the type classification. First pattern 
Soviet AKM bayonets and scabbards have a 
black rubber insulator, brown leather wrist 
strap, brown leather hanger and hilt loop 
and reddish-brown grips. They are extreme¬ 
ly scarce and, if authentic (a Polish scabbard 
could be fitted to Romanian bayonet and 
wrist strap and fitted with a Russian 2nd 
pattern hanger and hilt loop) would bring 
close to $350. 

Although not exactly common, Soviet 
2nd pattern AKM bayonets have been 
brought to the United States from sources in 
South Africa and Afghanistan. The plastic 
scabbards and grips are both varying shades 
of dark red. Scabbards are marked with 
either a five-pointed star or arrow-in- 
triangle. Web wrist straps accompany a 
brown leather hanger. Both scabbards and 
bayonets carry serial numbers, although 
none of the dozens that I examined in Af¬ 
ghanistan were matching. Difficult to 
obtain and the centerpiece of any AKM 
bayonet collection, they will fetch $200 to 
$300, depending upon condition. This 
bayonet is also used on the AK-74 rifle. I 
have seen only photos of the Soviet fighting 
knife derivative. 

First pattern East German AKM bayonets 
and scabbards have black grips and black 
rubber insulators. They’re uncommon, but 
could be faked by combining a current issue 
bayonet with a Polish scabbard. Presently, a 
1st pattern bayonet with black grips is 
issued with a matte-black, 2nd pattern scab¬ 
bard molded with a distinctive partial cross¬ 
rib at the midpoint. They have light gray 
leather hangers and hilt loops and a light 
gray, web wrist strap. In new condition, 
these later East German bayonets are worth 
about $110. 

Yugoslavia presently fields a 2nd pattern 
Continued on page 88 
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ABOVE: AKM bayonets are both 
fascinating and varied. Left to right: 
Hungarian, Yugoslav, East German, 
Romanian, Egyptian, Soviet (attached to 
rifle in the wire-cutting position), PRC 
(black and red) and Polish. In the 
foreground are Hungarian and Yugoslav 
flghting knives and another Russian AKM 
bayonet. 

RIGHT CENTER: Rubber insulators on 1st 
pattern scabbards are useful indicators of 
the bayonet’s origin. Left to right: Polish, 
Hungarian and Romanian. 

BELOW: Hangers, frogs and hilt loops can 
determine the country of origin also. 




TOP CENTER: Top: 1st pattern scabbard 
(Hungarian). Bottom: 2nd pattern scabbard 
(Soviet). 

ABOVE: AKM bayonet blades also vary. 
Left to right: USSR, Polish and PRC. 
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M16 


by Peter G. Kokalis 


90-ROUND 

DRUMS 



F irepower. Everyone wants more. 

Their reasons are usually vaguely de¬ 
fined and patently unsound, but they never 
have enough. The easiest way to provide 
more firepower is to slide out an assault 
rifle’s 30-round magazine and slip in a 
drum. Those with AR 15/M 16 rifles now 
have two 90-round alternatives: a steel drum 
from the People’s Republic of China and a 
domestic plastic drum. Which is better, and 
is either totally reliable? 

MWG Company (Dept. SOF, 18689 
S.W. 103 Court, Miami, FL 33157) fabri¬ 
cates its drum, called “The Ninety Round¬ 
er,” from General Electric’s high-strength 
engineering plastic (Valox), except for the 
follower spring and the nuts and bolts used 
to assemble the drum’s body. It is in essence 
a 90-round magazine turned into a coil. And 
there’s the rub. While only 3^-inch longer 
than a standard 30-round magazine, the en¬ 
tire unit is offset to the left to allow firing 
from the prone position. This positioning 
not only disturbs the rifle’s inherent bal¬ 
ance, but interferes with the shooter’s sup¬ 
port arm as well. Worse yet, if the rifle is 
carried in the Israeli slung position, the 
drum thumps against your pelvis with every 
step forward. 

The rear face of this drum is transparent 
to permit the operator to visually determine 
the number of rounds remaining. It can pre¬ 
sumably be disassembled for cleaning or 
maintenance, although there should be little 
reason to do so. Use no solvents or oil-based 
lubricants on The Ninety Rounder. If re¬ 
quired, it should be lubricated with silicone- 
based mixtures only. 

Loading procedures require little ex¬ 
planation, as they are mostly self-evident. 


ABOVE LEFT: PRC 90-round steel drum 
for M16 series is a spin-off of their drum 
for the new Type 81 SAW. 

ABOVE RIGHT: “The Ninety Rounder” 
plastic drum, manufactured for the M16 
series and Tired from M16A2 Colt 
Commando. 


Equipped with a Thermold charger for load¬ 
ing from 10-round stripper clips and a steel 
paddle or “pusher,” simply place the 
charger over the drum’s feed lips and manu¬ 
ally drive the first forty or fifty cartridges 
into the drum as you would with any normal 
magazine. After forty rounds, as compres¬ 
sion on the follower spring increases, mere 
mortals will have to employ the steel pusher 
rod to force the remaining rounds into the 
drum. Strangely enough, the instructions 
caution to avoid loading more than 80 
rounds into The Ninety Rounder. (I don’t 
like extra bits and pieces, like small tools 
and magazine loaders, in the field. In the 
bush, they usually disappear when you need 
them.) 

Weighing in at 1.25 pounds empty, the 
loaded MWG drum adds 3.6 pounds to the 
Ml6. It can be used with any of the M 16- 
series rifles, as well as the FNC, AR18/180, 
Korean K1 and K2 and the Galil with an 
adapter. It will accept all 5.56X45mm 
NATO ammunition. A version for the Ru- 
ger Mini-14 is also available. Complete 
with charger and paddle, the suggested re¬ 
tail price is only $89. 

PRC’s response is an all-steel 
5.56X45mm drum derived from the 
7.62X39mm drum that feeds their new 
Type 81 squad automatic weapon. Imported 


by Keng’s Firearms Specialty, Inc. (Dept. 
SOF, 6030 Highway 85, Suite 222, River- 
dale, GA 30274), it requires no loading tool 
or charger and can be stored indefinitely if 
you wind its driving spring just prior to use. 
Unfortunately, however, this sturdy drum’s 
loading procedures are not self-evident and 
none are provided by the importer. So let’s 
have a go at it. 

Open the back cover. Partially depress 
the inner key and turn the spindle clockwise 
until the multiple-link follower stops in the 
innermost track. Insert two rounds in the 
outer track between the two spindle arms 
without cartridge holes, then eight more 
rounds in succession in the outer track, both 
between the spindle arms and in the spindle- 
arm cartridge holes. Hold the spindle with 
one hand and rotate the inner key on the 
spindle five clicks clockwise. Then release 
the spindle and the ten cartridges will move 
up into the magazine body on top of the 
drum. You can’t stuff 90 rounds into this 
one either, so load 78 more cartridges in the 
tracks between the spindle arms and in the 
spindle-arm holes. Under no circumstances 
place any cartridges in back of the multi- 
link follower. Close the lid and snap the two 
clamps in place. Just prior to use, rotate the 
key on the lid clockwise seven complete 
revolutions (14 half-turns). Insert the drum 
and blaze away. 

Center of gravity on the PRC drum is 
directly below the rifle and it does not inter¬ 
fere with the shooter’s support arm. Assem¬ 
bly is by means of rivets and punch¬ 
welding. All components are phosphate 
finished. There is a wire hanger on the right 

Continued on page 97 
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F or years the survival knife market lan¬ 
guished in mediocrity. Then, with the 
movie “First Blood,” Sly’s custom Jimmy 
Lyle blade sparked a deluge of gutsy- 
looking survival knives, all featuring hol¬ 
low handles, secret compartments and de¬ 
coder rings. Most are inexpensive status 
symbols for Walter Mitty-ites who crave 
macho gadgetry. 

Tekna, a California-based manufacturer 
of quality flashlights, has now jumped into 
the survival knife market with the introduc¬ 
tion of its “Wilderness Edge.” Unlike most 
of its competition, Tekna has made a serious 
attempt to overcome the tainted reputation 
of survival knives. 

Development of use-specific “survival” 
knives probably began during World War II 
as an offshoot of combat fighting knives. In 
the late 1950s, the U.S. Air Force issued 
what was perhaps the first true survival 
knife. Made by Camillus, this 5-inch-blade 
knife featured a serrated spine for hacking 
your way out of an aircrsdt canopy and a 
heavy steel hammer pommel for shattering 
the plexiglass if the saw edge didn’t work. 
The tie-down leather sheath also contained a 
pocket for holding a wet stone for honing 
the edge of the blade after you destroyed the 
factory edge getting out of your plane. 
These features remained standard in surviv¬ 
al knives for many years. 

However, there are some features that 
make the Wilderness Edge unique among 
these saw-back blades. First off, the sheath 
must hold a patent for ingenuity. Rather 
than enclosing the knife, it is constructed so 
that the blade snaps into place through a 
locking system which securely grips the 
knife’s hilt on both sides. A locking safety 
lever keeps the blade in place. Additionally, 
the back of the sheath is actually a hidden 
drawer held in place by a knurled dial at the 
tip of the sheath. Spinning the dial open 
releases the back of the sheath (drawer), 
which comes free and exposes a bevy of 
survival-oriented — you guessed it — 
gadgets. 

Tliese include: signal mirror with sight, 
survival instruction cards, Ushing reel/line 
(more on this later), braided snare wire, 
compass, folding ceramic sharpening stone/ 
magnesium fire starter, six fish hooks, six 
split-shot weights, one dry fly and four bar¬ 
rel swivels. 

I was not as impressed with the selection 
of the items as much as I was with the fact 
that, after I had removed them from their 
“secret” drawer, I was able to put them all 
back in again! If you’ve had experience with 
other survival l^ves, removing the gim¬ 
micks from their hiding place is an excellent 
way to ruin an afternoon — it takes hours, if 
it’s possible at all, to put them back in place. 

Unfortunately, while the Wilderness 
Edge is made of quality materials, Tekna 
did fall prey to the lure of pure gimmickry 
by including the fishing reel/line. This little 
doodad allows the knife’s sheath to be con¬ 
verted into a fishing pole! Rather than dwell 
on the topic, just take my advice and get 






TEKNA’S 


WILDERNESS 

EDGE 



by Kevin Steele 



Wilderness Edge handle, like that of most 
other ^^survival’’ knives, is hollow. 
However, Tekna adds a unique twist by 
stashing a lithium-powered flashlight inside. 


Tekna’s Wilderness Edge has an impressive 
array of gadgets, most of which are 
practical. Skeletonized blade is only real 
design flaw — blade strength and 
swing-weight are sacrificed. 

yourself a good gill net for your survival 
pack. 

Tekna’s Wilderness Edge blade is stain¬ 
less steel, measures 5 inches long and has a 
clip point with false edge. As expected, the 
spine is serrated for “cutting.” (I use this 
word facetiously because these serrations 
are not crosscut or set, so they will not saw 
wood worth a damn.) 

Skeletonized to reduce weight and allow 
it to lock into the sheath, the blade is too 
light for serious chopping and hacking. 
Since a survival knife’s most important 
function is for building shelter, this is a 
serious flaw. I don’t even advise using it to 
pry open anything heftier than a sardine can 
— you might break the blade. 

Its full-tang construction features nylon 
handles which are attached to the blade with 
Allen screws. Here’s the spiffy part: The 
handles have a secret latch that, when lifted, 
pops up the right handle, revealing a 
lithium-powered Tekna flashlight! 

On a scale of one to 10, I’d give the new 
Tekna Wilderness Edge a 10 for concept, 
clever design and utilization of space. As a 
survival knife, I’d give it a four. While 
Tekna promotes the knife system’s light 
weight as its best feature, I’d like to see 
another half-pound added to the package by 
a non-skeletonized blade with a strong 14- 
inch spine. 

Wilderness Edge sells for $129.95 in 
stainless steel and $139.95 for the anodized 
version. Both knives carry a lifetime 
guarantee. Both can be purchased most any¬ 
where Tekna products are sold. For more 
information, contact Tekna Design Group, 
Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 849, Belmont, CA 
94002. ^ 
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SOF MOVIES 


PLATOON” 


h. 


In Nam, Murderers, 
Rapists and Dopers Were 
Exceptions, Not the Rule! 

by G.B. Crouse 

Photos by Ricky Francisco 

4 4 ¥)LAT00N” may well be as close as 
Ml anyone in Hollywood will come to 
producing an accurate film about the war 
in Vietnam — a war understood by few 
people, even those who fought it. No 
other war movie is as harrowingly 
real, as technically accurate or as 
truly unpleasant to watch as 
“Platoon.” 



i 



''PJatiMin climactic battle. Anything but 
cboreograpbcdt fbc movie’s battle scenes 
are the most accurate depletions of the 
chaoei anil CCinrusiiin af combat yet produced 
fry Hollyivood. 




. » I 







A rude introduction to life in the bush at 
the hands of the movie’s technical adviser 
left all the actors looking like the grunts 
they portray. 



Sgt. Barnes (Tom Berenger) pauses after 
killing an enemy soldier with his E-tool. 


Sgt. Elias (WUJem Dafoe, left), Sgt. Barnes 
(Tom Berenger, center) and Barnes’ RTO, 
Tony (Ivan Kane, right). 




















VIETNAM VETERANS 


Tong Le Chon, January 1969-August 

!' 'I'i i" i'!' I 'i' ' '''' I’ ■i 'l ■ 11"'"'' " 


“The thing about this movie that 
makes it work is that it is the most au¬ 
thentic-looking of the Vietnam movies 
to date. They had the patches right, had 
them on the right shoulders, the lan¬ 
guage was right and the weapons were 
right. ‘Platoon’ put you there. 

“It also explores serious moral issues. 
You’re alone in the jungle, you have 
your weapon and there is someone there 
whom you would seriously like to blow 
away. It’s a decision you have to live 
with the rest of your life. 

“I’m just happy to have a Yietham 
movie that looks like Vietnam.” 

Maj. Jim Morris, author of War 
Story, 5th Special Forces. 


Critics are calling “Platoon” the 
movie about Vietnam. Soldier of For¬ 
tune Magazine’s Vietnam veteran re¬ 
viewers disagree. Most described the 
movie as fatally flawed. 

Within limitations, “Platoon’s” 
grunts had the right uniforms, right 
weapons and right equipment; they 
spoke like troops and the action scenes 
were some of the best ever filmed. But 
the war it depicts is not one which many 
Vietnam veterans will recognize. 

Plot and characterization are the real 
atrocities in this movie. Director Oliver 
Stone takes us back not to 1968 Vietnam 
along the Cambodian border but to some 
time late in the 1960s or early 1970s in 
Berl^eley, C^Ufornia^ Stone’s dope^ 
smoking, racist, officer-fragging, vil¬ 
lage-burning. baby-killing stereotypes 
who populate “Platoon” existed in the 
minds of the anti-war and anti-veteran 
crowd in America — not in Vietnam. 

SOF’s veterans review ”Platoon”! 

“Frankly, it had some of the best bat¬ 
tle scenes I have ever seen. It displays 
the confusion qf clbsq-quarters pomhat 
^ something which has never beendone 
before in movies. 

“Unfortunately, Stone has seen fit to 
build his plot around unsavory types of 
incidents which, while they did occur on 
the odd occasion, are npt fepresentatjve 
of the experiences of the vast majority of 


‘ Tt pissed me off. If you did not serve 
with an American infantry unit in Viet¬ 
nam, which includes most Vietnam 
veterans, you may come away from this 
movie saying to yourself, ‘The liberal 
press was right. American GIs were the 
dope-smoking rapists and murderers 
I’ve been told about.’ 

“Rather than have the enemy in Vipt- 
hahl be the evil antagonist, Stone 
chooses to use an American sergeant. 
This is the only way his story will work. 
The enemy of the grunt in Vietnam car¬ 
ried AK-47s, SKSs, RPGs; they were 
thp bpgs^ the booby traps, the heat, the 
frustration, the boredom, the incompe- 


Director Oliver Stone 


Americans who served in Vietnam. Be¬ 
cause, qf the iinpact the mpyie^ vj^t’ 
;th?0ontids! of viewers wiU 
from the specific and either overtly or 
subliminally come away with the opin- 
that Aipericap troops were all;i 
efs; rapists and murderers or shot "hue:' 
another,” 

Capt. Robert K. Brown, Editor/Pub¬ 
lisher of Soldier of Fortune Magazine, 
Battalion S2, 2nd of the 18th, 3rd Bri¬ 
gade, 1st Jnfanti^ Pivisipn, July 1968- 
January 1969; A-334 Team Leader, 
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Oliver Stone, the director and author of 
the screenplay, served in the 25th Infantry 
Division along the Cambodian border in 
1967-68. A realistic film portrayal of the 
war based on his own experiences has been 
a goal of Stone’s since he became involved 
in the movie business. He struggled for 10 
years with Hollywood indifference before 


finding foreign backing to produce his 
movie. 

Every scene of ‘ ‘Platoon* * shows Stone’s 
painstaking attention to accuracy and detail. 
This is precisely what sets “Platoon” apart 
from previous war movies. Virtually every¬ 
thing in it oozes realism: the radio traffic, 
the way web gear is worn and equipment 
carried, the language of the soldiers, the 
waterproofing of radio handsets, the stifling 
jungle heat, the confusion of battle, the elu¬ 
siveness of the enemy. 

Credit for this time-capsule-like authen¬ 
ticity goes to the film’s military technical 


adviser. Dale A. Dye, a retired Captain of 
Marines and former executive editor of Sol¬ 
dier of Fortune Magazine. Dye completed 
multiple tours in Vietnam in the course of a 
21-year career that was nearly as distin¬ 
guished as it was colorful. 

Dye’s work began long before the camer¬ 
as started rolling. Before taking off for film¬ 
ing in the Philippines, Dye began assem¬ 
bling actors’ wardrobe and equipment. He 
found the gear he was looking for at a Los 
Angeles company called History for Hire 
and he worked closely with its owner, Jim 
Elyea, throughout the movie’s production. 
Dye told Elyea, “I want it right — right 
down to a gnat’s ass.” And that’s what he 
got. But finding the right equipment was 
only the first step. 

On Dye’s instructions, Elyea took the 
boots and scrubbed them with a wire brush 
until they were nearly white. Fatigues were 
bleached until they were no longer green but 
kind of a pale pastel. While gear was being 
rounded up and prepared. Dye took frequent 
trips to History for Hire’s warehouse to 
check on details. If something wasn’t right, 
they tried again. 

Continued on page WO 


tents at all levels; politicians, big busi¬ 
ness, calendars. The real enemies of 
American grunts have only supporting 
roles in Stone’s movie. 

“Unfortunately, Stone will earn a lot of 
money with this movie, which I’m certain 
was his motivation for making it, along 
with winning an Oscar or two. Ironically, 
he dedicates the movie to those who fought 
and died in Vietnam. If he truly wants to 
unburden his soul, he should put his profit 
where his mouth is and turn some of his 
gains to scholarships for the sons and 
daughters of Vietnam veterans, vete^s’ 
groups, etc.” '^1' 

1st Lt. Derry Gallagher, Platoon 
Leader, Alpha Company, 2nd of the 
27th Infant^, 2nd Brigade, 25th Diyi- 
sion, 1966-1967. 


“ ‘Platoon’s’ combat scenes certainly 
raise it above the level of most war 
movies and from a technical point of 
view it’s good, as long as you’re not 
bothered by Army infantry dressed and 
talking like Marine grunts. And any 
grunt with mud on his boots could tell 
you that you get malaria from mosquito 
bites (specifically the female anopheles, 
yellow and black on the tail), not from 
drinking out of a stream, as two of 
Stone’s characters appear to believe. 

“Does being more technically accu¬ 
rate than the other trash Hollywood has 
produced on Vietnam make ‘Platoon’ 
the movie on Vietnam? I hope that does 
not come to pass. Stone’s characters and 


the things they did don’t match with any 
from my personal experience. Oh, there 
were a few guys around who used drugs, 
but not in the field. There were more 
who didn’t care much for the tender mer¬ 
cies of their senior NCOs and officers, 
but not enough to even think about kill¬ 
ing them. And most of the guys I served 
with neither trusted nor liked the Viet¬ 
namese, but American values and 
Marine Corps discipline prevented that 
from getting out of hand. Most of us 
knew perfectly well that if we committed 
an atrocity against the Vietnamese we 
would be severely punished. One of our 
constant fears when running night 
ambushes near villages was that we 
might accidentally kill a farmer headed 
out to his fields before daylight. 

“ ‘Platoon’ was a disappointment. It 
just didn’t have the feel of Vietnam to it 
and too many things about the movie are 
obviously anti-veteran leftist nonsense. 
This will be accepted by movie critics 
and possibly the voters for the Academy 
Awards as the Vietnam movie because it 
.miinforces what they thought all along 
about Vietnam and the men who fought 
it, but that doesn’t make it the best movie 
on Vietnam. That movie may get made 
some day, but it’ll never get made by 
someone who has sold out his comrades 
for silver and fame.” 

Cpl. Jim Graves, SOF Washington 
Bureau Chief, 3id & 9th Marine Regi¬ 
ments, 3td Marine Division, 1967-1968. 


“I didn’t like it. What the movie did 
was bring back the stereotype of dope¬ 
smoking, baby-killing veterans. And at 
the end of the movie everybody is either 
dead, disfigured or psychologically 
scarred. 

“Stone is a violence freak and his 
movie is a Roman circus—lots of blood 
and guts and cheap thrills which recon¬ 
firm the stereotypes of the liberals and 
allow them to say, ‘See, we were right 
all along. Stone was there and he says it 
was that way,’ 

“ ‘Platoon’ didn’t glorify the com¬ 
munists but it didn’t give people any idea 
of who we were fighting and how bad 
those guys were. 

“And when I was with the 25th Divi¬ 
sion, we didn’t bum villages, kill civil¬ 
ians and go around raping people. Stone 
is a disgrace to every brave person who 
served in that division. He doesn’t de¬ 
serve to wear that patch. ” 

Sgt. A1 Santoli, author of Everything 
We Had, 2nd Battalion of the 22nd In¬ 
fantry, 25th Division. 


“I ^rved as an interpreter with Spe¬ 
cial Forces for seven years and in all that 
time I never saw an innocent woman 
killed. 

“ ‘Platoon’ was a movie made for 
Americans who were never in Vietnam 
— not for Americans who were.” 

Giang Bang La, SOF Mailroom Su¬ 
pervisor, Interpreter 5th Special Forces, 
1968-1975, 
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povernment surplus including camouflague 
fatigues. 
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Box 346 -S 

Tariffville. Conn. 06081 
(203) 658-6228 
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“CROWBAR” 

Continued from page 55 

the shaking, twisting car, careering left- 
right to present as difficult a target as possi¬ 
ble. And me trying to take photos of the 
chaos inside, the air seeming solid with the 
firing, shouting, thin smoke, yelling, hot 
raining brass, bursts of excited Afrikaans 
over the radio, engine racing and drive train 
screaming in pain as the driver jams up, 
down and through the gears. Vm yelling 
stupidly at Du Rand, **HOW MANY ARE 
THERE? WHERE ARE THEY!*^ and he 
yells back, **WHEN YOU DRIVE INTO 
THEM LIKE THIS, THERE^S NOTHING 
ELSE YOU CAN DO!” and Fm trying to 
stand to get shots of what 's going on outside 
only to be slammed down by Lukas *s band; 
then looking out the window and seeing the 
ground erupting zipper-like under the im¬ 
pact of the fifties racing toward the water 
hole, tree limbs splintering and shouts of 
komesho! kolomesho! kolodio! SHINGA! 
SHINGA! Fm trying to get a shot of the 
trooper next to me who sprayed the inside, 
his hand laid open and bleeding badly, and 
another whose leg is bleeding, and I wonder 
if Fm bleeding as well, only I don't want 
anyone to see me looking at whatever it was 
that stung my legs. I stand again, shaking 
off Kilino's hand, and see Boesman's car 
angling away from us and pouring fire into 
the area around the water hole and Du Rand 
is yelling, ”UNDER THE BUSH! UNDER 


THE BUSH!** Then suddenly we*re 
stopped, the hydraulically operated doors 
hissing open and Fm out and running be¬ 
hind the trackers who half-moon around a 
clump of low-hanging thickets, their R5s 
erupting streams of empty brass, leaves 
trembling under the impact of the rounds, . 
Du Rand next to me yelling **THERE*S 
ONE IN THERE!** and Fm wondering 
what the fuck Fm doing outside the Casspir. 
I follow the trackers in under the branches, 
expecting to see a body but seeing only 
webbing and leather pouches and a half 
filled gourd. I realize the firing has stopped 
and been replaced by hard, gasping laughter 
and the high-pitched giggles of excitement 
and relief. 

“The bodies are over here,’* I heard Du 
Rand say behind me. Turning and walking 
toward the water hole, I saw the first one 
lying face up on a pile of dead branches. 
Bare feet protruded from camouflage trou¬ 
sers. Further on, at the base of a tree, was 
the second, face down, the right foot almost 
severed by a .50-caliber round. Both bodies 
with the limp heaviness of new death. One 
of the trackers yanked the second body onto 
its back. He reached inside the camouflage 
shirt and pulled a tan, checked collar into 
view. “Civvie clothes, see?” he hissed, 
contemptuous of the deceit. An AK-47 lay 
alongside, the ballistic launcher for the 
nearby Heatstrims shot cleanly off the muz¬ 
zle. The bodies were stripped of equipment 
and quickly searched for documents. They 
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were left where they had fallen. As we 
walked back toward the cars, the tracker 
ahead of me hawked, turned his head and 
spat hard in the open-^yed face of the body 
atop the dead branches. The flies quickly 
resettled. 

Back at the cars, Boesman explained that as 
we came out of the bush, the two had broken 
from their hiding place next to the water hole. 
Had they stayed hidden, they could easily 
have taken out one of the Casspirs, or gone 
entirely unnoticed. Such is fate. 

(Two days later, another group working 
the same area picked up information that 
there had actually been three more terror¬ 
ists. Were they hidden somewhere nearby, 
trying to line up on us? I’ll never know. If 
they were, the awesome firepower of 
Koevoet must surely have discouraged 
them.) 

Jim Du Rand called the contact “a last 
one just for old times’ sake.” Daubing at a 
blood smear on his leg, he admitted it was 
the worst injury he’d taken in his six years 
with Koevoet. I breathed a sigh of relief. 

That night, the contact was relived over 
and over again. The tape I had made of it 
brought everyone clustered around to hear, 
asking to have it rewound and listening 
again, recognizing each other’s voices amid 
the fury of the firing. Some re-enacted 
Lukas shoving me down whenever I tried to 
stand. Others howled with laughter as they 
described how Erne ran over me once and 
then a second time. In the middle of it all, 


Lukas caught my eye. He nodded, raising 
his fist, thumb up. llianks, I nodded back. 

The morning ^ter returning to Oshakati, 
I was scheduled on a 130 back to Pretoria. 
On the way to Ondangwa Air Force Base, I 
asked the army lieutenant to make a short 
detour. 

It was Wednesday, the beginning of a 
new week for half of Ops K, There was Zulu 
Alpha, loading up for another seven days in 
the bush, a week spent in base. There were 
Marius and Apie, Christo, Tuis, Otto and 
Samsak, Dean, Porky, Jack and the rest 
whose names I could never remember, just 
as I had seen them that first day two weeks 
before. Shaking hands, saying the good¬ 
byes, I knew I was going to miss them. 

As the car pulled away, I turned to look 
back, watching till they disappeared from 
view. Facing forward, I suddenly felt more 
a deserter than a writer. 

You crazy bastards, I thought. Go 
safely. ^ 


CONTRA AID 

Continued from page 41 

Bermudez warned his troops to be on the 
alert for a Sandinista attack. Last Easter the 
FDN beat back a large-scale Sandinista 
assault along the Honduran border in heavy 
fighting. A teenaged contra summed up the 
feelings of his brothers-in-arms when asked 
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MARCHING CADENCE CASSEHES! 

Available for the first time, stereo cassettes of 
the famous marching cadences of our Armed 
Services. Perfect for collectors or for “march- 


along” health-walking exercise—each cassette 
40 minutes: Marching cadences of the Marines, 
Army Airborne, Army Rangers, Army Green 
Berets. 

SPECIAL BONUS OFFER. 

Buy four cassettes and receive the fifth one 
free—a $9.95 discount. 


V800-B42-1144 

EXT. 301 


SATISFACTION 

GUARANTEED 


r RETURN COUPON WITH CHECK ^ 
I OR MONEY ORDER. I 

! NAME ! 


ADDRESS 


CITY _STATE 

ZIP 


Offer good only in U.S. and Canada. 
DOCUMENTARY RECORDINGS 
P.O. Box 99788 San Diego, CA 92109 


ITEM 

QTY. 

PRICE 

AMOUNT 

MARINE CADENCE CASSEHE VOL 1 (#410) 


S9.95 


MARINE CADENCE CASSEHE VOL 2 (#450) 


sa95 


ARMY AIRBORNE RUNNING CASSETTE (#420) 


S995 


ARMY RAN(^ RUNNING CASSETTE (#430) 


S995 


ARMY INFANTRY RUNNING CASSETTE (#440) 


$995 


GREEN BERET RUNNING CASSETTE (#460) 


$995 


AIRBORNE/RANGER RUNNING CASSEHE (#470) 


$995 


MARINE MARCHING CASSETTE (#510) 


$9.95 


AIRBORNE MARCHING CASSEHE (#520) 


$995 


RANGER MARCHING CASSEHE (#530) 


$995 


GREN BERET MARCHING CASSETTE (#570) 


$9.95 


DUTY. HONOR. COUNTRY (#850) 


$9.95 


MARINE/PARWS ISLAND CASSETTE (#805) 


$995 


MARINE/PARRIS ISLAND LP RECORD 


$12.95 


MARWE/SAK DIEGO CASSEHE (#806) 


$9.95 


MARINE/SAN DIEGO IP RECORD 


J1295 


VIR NAM CASSEHE (#930) 


$ 995 ' 


VIETNAM LP RECORD 


$1295 


(wnn 16 PGs OP PHOTOS) 




RUNNING TAPE SH BONUS OFFER 


13980 


Shipping and HandTng 

SI 50 

California residents add 6% sales tax 
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if he was worried about another Sandinista 
foray: “It’s the piricoacos who should be 
worried about us. We’re going to win!” 

When President Reagan signed the ex¬ 
ecutive order last October renewing U,S. 
military aid to the anti-communist forces, 
he also put the Central Intelligence Agency 
back in the ball game. All government agen¬ 
cies were barred by Congress from direct 
involvement with the contras two years ago 
following the CIA-directed mining of 
Nicaraguan harbors. The CIA is destined to 
administer the aid under the supervision of 
Assistant Secretary of State for Inter- 
American Affairs Elliot Abrams. The 
Agency will not only carry out logistical 
duties, but it will be able to advise the con¬ 
tras on strategy and tactics, provide exper¬ 
tise in communications and share intelli¬ 
gence with the rebels. The congressional 
ban forbidding American advisers iro/n 
coming within 20 miles of the Nicaraguan 
frontier may result in selected contra troops 
being trained in the United States by the 
Army's Special Forces. 

Still, private-sector aid, which played a 
crucial role in sustaining the freedom Hght- 
ers over the last two years, * ‘is always wel¬ 
come," according to Enrique Bermudez, 
the FDN's field commander. And it will 
certainly be necessary when the now Demo¬ 
crat- controlled Congress once again decides 
to stop aid to the struggling freedom 
fighters. 

— The Editors 5^^ 


JUNK FORCE 

Continued from page 69 

batteries and listen to Hank Williams on the 
dying batteries of the portable phonograph. 
By 2300, conversation wanes. I watch the 
huge moths flutter around inside, trying to 
orient to the light. Lizards lurking in the 
shadows snap them up. 

WHAM! As instinct takes over, I knock 
the lamp down as I hit the floor and roll 
through the door. The second and third in¬ 
coming rounds blast nearby. Our machine 
guns clatter all along the north wall. Junkies 
sprint for battle stations. I make it to the 
mortar pit, where Da is already directing 
fire at pre-selected points along trails to the 
north. 

Excited junkies shift their voices into 
high nasal register and rapid chatter. The 
little bit of Vietnamese 1 have is useless. 
This musical, tonal language is difficult 
enough to understand in class. This is im¬ 
possible. It doesn’t matter because we all 
understand what we’re doing anyway. 

The first round landed over in the shacks 
where the married men live with their fami¬ 
lies. The second or third caught Due, the 
corpsman, as he came out of his little dis¬ 
pensary. Due is dead, six of the dependents 
are badly wounded and several more are cut 
up. I send George to radio for a dustoff. Da 
sends the same request up Vietnamese chan¬ 
nels. 


As our guns gradually quiet down and it 
becomes clear we are the only ones still 
shooting, I check on 37. 

“No problems,** reports Schultz. “We 
saw your rounds going out and we fired in 
that direction. Nothing hit over here, 
though.’’ 

I ask about the newsmen. 

“Bill Kelley was right there beside me at 
the wall, shooting hell out of nothing, just 
like me. Klepper and Bell took it all real 
calm, talking into tape recorders and look¬ 
ing it all over.’’ 

I go back to the command post. Da has all 
the wounded in there. Some are in real bad 
shape. 

“How about the helo?’’ I ask. 

“Outside,’’ George directs me. I follow 
him over to our place. “You won’t believe 
this shit,*’ he shouts. “The ARVNs can’t 
send a helo, but won’t say so. Our guys 
can’t send a helo unless the Vietnamese 
can’t.’’ George is pissed. So am I, 

I spend the next half-hour on the radio 
getting the same ridiculous crap from some 
snot-nosed geek who tells me I “just don’t 
understand the Big Picture.’’ Well, that’s 
no shit. 

I talk to Da, he talks to me. One of the 
dying is Ha Si Loc’s wife. 

I call Vung Tau again. The commander 
has left word he will not talk to me. I’m told 
to get my shit together and do my job. 
Right. I’m that asshole in the Delta who 
doesn’t understand. 
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MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS 

Finest Quality & Lowest Prices Available in Military & Hunting Apparel & Accessories 



Battle Dress l/niform (Fatigues) 

Brand New • Latest Issue • First Quality 

BDU 

Pants feature: Double 
fabric seat and 
knees; 6 pockets 
(2 slash front 
pockets. 2 rear 
pockets with 
button flaps. 2 
large bellows 
pockets on 
thighs), adjus¬ 
table waist tab 
button fly. draw¬ 
string cuffs 

Shirts feature: 

Double fabric elbows: 

4 pockets (bellows style)j 

Woodland 
Camouflage 

Available in (1) 100% Cotton 
Rip Stop or (2) 50/50 NyCo. 

Pants or Shirt $27.95 ea, 

Olive Drab (OD) Green 

100% Cotton Rip Stop Pants 
or Shirt $27.95 ea. 

Tiger Stripe 
Camouflage 
100% Cotton Rip 
Stop Pants 
or Shirt $29.95 ea. 

S.W.A.T. Black 

Available In (1) 100% 

Cotton Rip Stop or (2) 

50/50 Poly/Cotton 
Pants or Shirt $29.95 ea. 

Authentic Trebark 
Camouflage 
Pants or Shirt $29.95 ea. 

Khaki 

100% Cotton Rip Stop 
Pants or Shirt $29.95 ea 
Sizes; XS.S.M.L.XL 
(regular and long lengths) 


PULLOVER 

(PARKA) 


N2-B EXTREME 
COLD WEATHER 
FLIGHT JACKET 


MA-1 REVERSIBLE 
FLIGHT JACKET 
Long Lengths Now Available 


GENUINE GOVT. ISSUE 
M-65 FIELD JACKET 

Please do not mistake us for a 
similar ad—WE are the original! 
BRAND NEW FIRST QUALITY 


Grey Camo 
50/50 NyCo. 
Pants or Shirt 
$29.95 ea. 

Day Desert 
Camouflage 

I 50/50 NyCo. 


.95 ea. 



NOW AVAILABLE IN TWO 
FINE FABRICS! 

A strong, light-weight, wind resis¬ 
tant but breathable parka now 
available in two fine fabrics; (1) 
50/50 poly/cotton in Woodland 
Camouflage, Olive Drab (OD) 
Green, Navy, Off-White. Tan, 



Pants or Shirt Black. Grey, Lt.Blue, Maroon and 


Cactus or (2) 100% Nylon Oxford 
in Navy. Royal Blue, Scarlet, 
Maroon, Silver Gray and Kelly 
Green, Sizes: S(36-38). M(40-42). 
L(44-48) and toAQi, 

XL(48-50), ONLY ^29®^ 


Designed for extreme cold 
weather conditions, this jacket is 
interlined with quilted polyester 
batting. Hood is lined and 
trimmed with Mouton synthetic 
fur and unzips to lie flat against 
shoulders when not in use. Outer 
and inner storm flaps; knit waist 
band and cuffs; 2 front welt 
pockets and combination cigar- 
ette/pencil pocket with zipper on 
sleeve. Available in USAF Sage 
Green only. Sizes: S, M. L, XL. 

ONLY *79®® 


Tell us your chest, height and waist measurements when ordering. 
State size, color and fabric and mail proper amount (check or money 
order) plus $3.50 per item (Double for Canada) for shipping and 
handling to: (TN residents add 7% sales tax). 

GREENE MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 

P.O. Box 20006 DEPT, SF • Knoxville, Tennessee 37940 
ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-521-7977 
In TN (615) 947-2349 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back 


This intermediate weight, water 
repeilant treated, nylon jacket is 
manufactured to USAF design for 
use in cold weather climates 
(20PF). Features front closure 
storm flap; knit collar, waistband 
and cuffs; 4 welt type slash 
pockets with snap fasteners (2 
outside. 2 inside); and combina¬ 
tion cigarette/pencil ppeket with 
zipper on sleeve. All jackets re¬ 
verse to high visibility orange and 
are fully interlined for warmth, 
USAF Sage Green, Blue, Black 
and (Camouflage-100% Cotton 
Shell). Also, available in L2-B 
version. Same as MA-1 except 
lightweight for use in cool weath¬ 
er (50F) and with epaulets 
Sage Green and Navy only. 

Sizes: XS. S, M. L. XL. 

ONLY *39.®® ea 

Long lengths add $4.00 

M-65 BUTTON-IN HOOD 

150/50 NyCo shell with wool lining and 
trimmed with mouton synthetic fur. Velcro 
closures allow face to be completely 
shielded. Olive green only. ONLY 


The very latest U.S. Army issue 
all-weather field jacket made of 
50% nylon/50% cotton with water 
repetlency is fully lined and is 
manufactured under strict quality 
standards by a prime government 
contractor in the United States. 
Excellent for hunting, work or 

ONLY *42®® 

AVAILABLE IN CURRENT 
GOVT COLORS: 

Woodland Camouflage • Olive 
Drab OR Tiger Stripe Camou¬ 
flage • Swat Black • Police Navy 

• Desert Camouflage • Maroon 

• Oyster • Grey • A.F. Sage 
Green • Khaki. Sizes: XS. S. M. 
L, XL. For proper fit. specify 
chest measurement. Genuine 
G.l. M-65 cold weather butlon-in 
liner $16.95 plus $3.00 shipping 
and handling. BOYS’ jackets in 
Woodland Camouflage only. 
Sizes 4-6, 8-10, 12-14, 16-18. 


* 14 ' 
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Finally we shove two junks off with all of 
the wounded to try to get to Ben Tre (a 
five-hour trip on a good day) before they all 
die. By now it is almost sunrise. 

Mac had fixed some coffee. We sit and 
smoke with the burnt, sandy feeling of too 
much adrenaline and too little sleep. Every¬ 
one is quiet with a vaguely shared feeling of 
failure. I watch the special yellow sky that 
the Delta has, trying or hoping to unwind 
enough to rest, when I hear the wop-wop of 
an approaching Huey. 

It doesn’t really register until I watch it 
hover over 37 and land. It loads super fast 
and is gone. 

“Goddamn, I don’t believe that shit!” 
George screams. “Those rotten cocksuck- 
ers! Shit! Shit! Shit! That fucking helo was 
for the reporters! We can’t get a helo to pick 
up wounded, but they fly those assholes — 
‘Yes Sir, No Sir, Anytime-You-Say-Sir. ’ 
They can kiss my ass!’’ 

As the mate lays a little harder on the 
throttle, I try to redirect my thoughts by 
checking on the wounded. I look in on Ha Si 
Loc’s wife. She’s dead. I try to think about 
something else again, but my mind reels 
uncontrollably to the departing newsmen, 
the war, <he world. The thoughts are quite 
uncharitable. Sherman was right. And hell 
sucks. y( 


FIRST BLOOD 

Continued from page 75 

spread out, weapons pointing in a full 360 
degrees. Enemy fire increased. We could 
hear the heavy sound of the AK-47s mixed 
with the sharp crack of Dai’s CAR-15. 
Meanwhile, Dodds was on the radio franti¬ 
cally trying to make contact with the FAC 
for air support. 

Suddenly, Sang was on his feet moving 
forward. Before I knew it, I was right be¬ 
hind him with the selector switch on my 
CAR-15 set on full auto. Sang looked back 
at me and, with a smile on his face, waved 
me up. 

As we moved closer to the sound of the 
rifle fire, Sang motioned for me to get 
down. Two NVA soldiers broke through the 
cover of the trees to our right and separated. 
They were trying to flank Dai. Sang waved 
me in the direction of one of the NVA while 
he went after the other. The firing died 
down for a moment. 

I lost sight of the NVA soldier, but I knew 
he had to be close. My hands shook as I 
strained to hear the slightest sound. Where 
was Dodds? Where was Adams? What the 
hell was I doing this far out in front of the 
others? 

I could hear someone moving less than 30 
feet to my right. Slowly pointing my rifle in 
the direction of the movement, I waited. 
The sound came closer — my finger tight¬ 


ened on the trigger. 

Without warning, Sang opened fire on 
the left, scaring me half to death. At the 
same time, the NVA on my right broke from 
the palm leaves at a dead run. We both fired 
at the same time. My 5.56mm rounds 
caught the NVA in both legs and he 
crumbled in a heap in front of me. My only 
thought was that I had just shot a man. He 
was screaming and holding both legs, trying 
to stop the flow of blood. 

Dodds suddenly appeared at my side, 
staring first at the NVA and then at me. I 
don’t think he believed that I’d got the guy. 
But he said, “Good goin’, kid. That’s our 
prisoner. Dai says the place is crawlin’ with 
NVA, so we gotta get the hell outta here!’’ 

We tied tourniquets around the NVA’s 
legs, shot him full of morphine and used our 
plastic handcuffs to secure his hands behind 
his back. Dodds gave me his rifle, threw the 
NVA across his shoulders in a fireman’s 
carry and headed for the LZ. 

At the edge of the trees, Dai met us and 
took the prisoner. Dodds was back on the 
radio again, calling for an extraction. The 
NVA were moving all around our position. 
We were going to need those Cobra 
gunships pretty damned fast! 

Adams appeared at my side and told me 
that I’d done great on my first mission out. 
That was the last thing he ever said. Just as 
he finished his sentence, an AK round hit 
him square in the back and tore through his 
heart. He was dead before he hit the ground. 
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le Guardian Angel is also very handy around the house. 

The Cliiaxdian Angel packs all the tools you’d expect in an emergency 
survival knife/Mt, Just look at all you gett 
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The Guardian Angel is second to none... 
...and that's the truth! 


Spectacular Savings! Now ONLY $19.95 gets you the most 
I complete emei 9 ency survival knife/kit on the market today. 

I Buy two and pay just $37.95. But order now. At these prices 
supf^y won't last long. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed. You be the judge. If the Guardian 
Angel isnY every btt as special as we say it is. simply return it 
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Steiner...The Right Gear,The Right Man. 


I trust my Steiner’s. Night wilderness, scanning the bush without having to 
focus. A gigantic elk. Breathtaking brightness. Like someone turned the lights 
on. Brightness is everything, day or night, dawn or dusk. Steiners are many 
times brighter than the human eye. No focusing for distance over 20 yds. 
The world’s most advanced, brightest and lightest military binocular. Perfect 
for the hunter. Feels right, works right, looks right. 

In sporting goods, marine, photo stores. 




Penetrating Light Power 

8x30G 


7x50G 


Pioneer Marketing & Research 
US. Marketing Office for Steiner, W. Germany 
216 Haddon Ave., Westmont, NJ 08108 
(609) 854-2424 • Dealers: (800) 257-7742 
in Canada: Steiner Optik Canada, inc. 
500 Ouellette Ave., Windsor, Ont., N9A1B3 
(519) 258-7263 
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2' Blowgun 
3^/fe' Blowgun 
4V&’ Blowgun 
6' Blowgun 


Don't be fooled by 
other's low prices. 
This is the finest 
Blowgun on the market 


All for $24.98 
plus 125 free darts 
plus carrying tube 


NEW 4-in-1 Yaqua 6' Take-Down Blowgun combined. Through 
modern engineering comes the first blowgun of its kind! Super Speed! 
Low Friction! Dart flies out of chamber as never before. Great for hunters, 
backpackers, hikers or any sportsman. Astound friends! Has range up to 
200 ft. Can pierce V 2 '' wood. NOT A TOY, dart Is spring steel. Clever kit 
lets you adjust dart for large game or small. Kills varmits. Caliber is .40. 
Safety mouthpiece is rubber of patented design. Material is camouflaged 
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Blowgun 
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& 

25 Cone Heads 


FREE 60-page 
Catalog 
with order 


We were surrounded by NVA regulars and 
the battle was on again. The Chinese opened 
up, trying to secure our perimeter while our 
radio man called for air support. The action 
got hotter and heavier when our FAC came 
back on the radio to tell us that we had Fast 
Movers, Cobras and extraction choppers 10 
minutes out. Dodds told him we’d be ready. 

During the firefight, Chuy was hit in the 
arm. Sing B caught a round in the lower left 
leg. And to make matters worse, the prison¬ 
er was killed by a stray bullet. 

Air support arrived right on time. Dodds 
called for the Fast Movers with their napalm 
and then used the Cobras to keep Charlie’s 
head down while we carried the wounded 
and Sgt. Adams’ body back out into the 
elephant grass. The extraction choppers 
came in and picked up the team. I went on 
the first chopper with Dai, Chuy and Sing 
A. Pulling the bandage from my first-aid 
pack, I wrapped it around Chuy’s wounded 
arm and tried to light him a cigarette, but my 
hands were shaking too badly. I hadn’t 
noticed until then. Chuy took the lighter, lit 
the smoke and handed it to me. With a wide 
grin on his face, he gave me the thumbs-up 
signal. Dai had seen the move and nodded to 
me in approval. 

I had come to Vietnam with questions about 
the war and questions about myself. In this one 
action, I found answers to both. I didn’t freeze 
when the pressure was on. Nor had I run. But 
then I wasn’t heroic, either. I just kept my 
head under fire—and that’s really the b^t any 
good soldier can hope for. 

Within a few months I was in command of 
RT Viper. Patterson was my one-one for about 
four months until he got his own team. He was 
later seriously wounded and sent home. My 
friend Magsman finally got out of the com¬ 
munication shed and to a team, only to be 
killed during a training mission on Monkey 
Mountain along the coast of Da Nang. 

Of the 30 Green Berets who had arrived 
in Cam Ranh Bay that warm September day 
in 1967, three were listed as MIA, 11 were 
killed and 14 were wounded and returned to 
the States, myself included. 

Did we win or did we lose? I feel like I won. 
As someone once said, “War is nothing more 
than a conflict which does not determine who 
is right, but who is left,” The wisdom of this 
statement escapes politicians. It is known only 
to the soldier who has faced a vicious enemy 
and prevailed. ^ 


COMBLOC BAYONETS 

Continued from page 76 

bayonet and scabbard with black grips and 
glossy black scabbard. They are available 
brand-new for $80. The Yugoslav fighting 
knife has a 1st pattern scabbard with black 
rubber insulator, light tan leather hanger 
and hilt loop and crude blond wood grips 
with a muzzle ring (although it cannot be 
attached to a rifle). Quite rare, these knives 
go for about $275. 

Poland now combines a 1st pattern scab- 
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Each pair features: Impact resistant lenses • 
Handcrafted « Polished glass lenses • Hardened 
metal frames • No non-sense guarantee. 
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with each pair af glasses ordered (a $3.00 value). 
Credit cards accepted. Dealer inquiries invited. 
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These glasses are nrade exclusively for U.S. 
Optics^ To make sure you get the best, order 
now and If not completely satisfied return for 

refund within 30 days. ® Copyright 1985 U S. Optics™ 
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World Famous Pilot’s Glasses 

Specify gold or silver frames. 

A S20.00 value only $7.95.2 pairs for $14.00. 
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$9.95 


Aviator Teardrop Right Glasses 
Flexible cable temples, gold frames. 

A $20.00 value only $9.95.2 pairs for $18.00. 


Style 



Only 

$9.95 


Standard Aviator Glasses 
Traditional stems, gold frames. 

A $20.00 value only $9.95.2 pairs for $18.00. 


Style MC 


XT. 


Only 

$14.95 


Professional Driving & Shooting Glasses 
A/ide angle amber lenses brighten visibility, gold frames. 
A $30.00 value only $14.95.2 pairs for $28.00. 



Style 


Only 

$14.95 


Lenses darken outdoors, change back to lighter tint incioors, 
gold frames. A $30.00 value only $14.95.2 pairs for $28.00, 

Style Only 

$14.95 




Change-A-Matic 
Flight Glasses 

Lenses darken outdoors, change back to lighter 
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U.S. Optics r Dept. 232, RO. Box 724808, Atlanta, Georgia 30339. 
Credit card customers please fill in card and Exp. Date. 


Styles* 
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Add Ristage Handling and insurance $1.00 per pair $_ 
Total $_ 

Credit card orders call Toll Free 1-800-258'8d55. 
Georgia residents call 1'404-422-0938. 


Visa or Master Charge 4 
l^iuTO 


Exp, Date 


Address 


City 


State 


Zip 
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bard with a 2nd pattern bayonet. This 
variant is easy to identify as the blade has no 
sawteeth. The scabbard has a black rubber 
insulator. Both wrist strap and hanger with 
hilt loop are light tan leather. The grips are 
orange-brown in color. Neither 1st nor 2nd 
pattern Polish grips have wood-chip rein¬ 
forcement. New Polish bayonets are im¬ 
ported from Frankonia Sporting Goods in 
West Germany. Pay no more than $65, and 
then only if the serial numbers (scabbard 
and crosspiece) are matching, 

Hungarian AKM bayonets and scabbards 
are both 1st pattern. TTie grips are reddish- 
brown, reinforced with wood chips, and the 
insulator is flesh colored. Wrist straps and 
the belt hanger are fabricated from tan leath¬ 
er. Once uncommon, a large quantity was 
imported recently by Interarms. The semi¬ 
automatic Hungarian AKM imported by 
Kassnar Imports, Inc., is also equipped with 
this bayonet. They are now worth no more 
than $35 to $45. The Hungarian fighting 
knife is still quite rare, however, and goes 
for $300. The flesh colored insulator on its 
1st pattern scabbard is 1 inch longer than the 
insulator on the Hungarian bayonet. The 
knife's handle is black plastic, to which is 
attached an unusual 5-foot leather security 
thong. Its leather belt hanger is larger than 
the bayonet's and can be adjusted for belt 
width by means of a buckle. The blade has 
been brought to a sharper edge than that 
usually encountered on the bayonet, 

Romania’s entry remains 1st pattern in 
both bayonet and scabbard. Its gray rubber 
insulator is surrounded by a large brown or 
tan leather frog. The wrist strap is brown 
leather and the wood-fiber impregnated 
plastic grips are reddish-brown. Not com¬ 
mon, you can expect to pay up to $125 for 
one. Some are apparently issued with the 
more usual leather hanger and spring hook, 
as I have one so fitted from Angola. Some 
Romanian bayonets and scabbards carry se¬ 
rial numbers and some do not. In an effort to 
prevent tracing their source, a number of 
Romanian bayonets captured in Angola 
have had the serial numbers obliterated by 
either grinding or welding. This reduces 
their value by at least 25 percent. 

Egypt produces a bayonet for its Maadi 
AKM. It has a 1st pattern scabbard with a 
glossy black finish with a gray insulator. 
The tan leather hanger with hilt loop is un¬ 
like any other variant. Of 2nd pattern con¬ 
figuration, the bayonet itself has chocolate 
brown grips and an olive green web wrist 
strap. Recently encountered is an unusual 
Middle Eastern AKM bayonet with dark 
orange grips and without sawteeth. It's car¬ 
ried in a dark orange 2nd pattern plastic 
scabbard with a distinctive longitudinal rib 
along the front end and Arabic markings. 
The hanger and hilt loop are black leather. 
The most likely source is Syria. 

AKM bayonets from the People’s Repub¬ 
lic of China are 2nd pattern in configuration 
except they have no wire-cutting capability 
on either blade or scabbard and are without 
sawteeth. Grip and handle material is either 
black or reddish-brown plastic without 


REPLICA MODEL® 
Non-Firing Guns Are 
Realistic But Safe! 

SEND FOR 
FREE COLOR 
CATALOG OF 
OVER 50 
MODELS 


SCOTT GLENN, star of the movie “Silverado^* says... 

‘These safe, realistic, machined-metal models cannot 
chamber or fire real ammo. Yet, they look, feel, and weigh 
the same as the originals. They can even be field-stripped. 
‘Replica Model’ Guns are often used as stage props in 
movies and TV productions. 

The nw series of cap-firing ‘Blowback’ Model Guns are 
even more realistic. Special caps insert Into unique dumrry 
shells to create noise, smoke, and ejector action. But, 
nothing is expelled from the barrel. These models come 
either assembled or in kit form. Kits are easy to assem¬ 
ble, fun to use, and are perfect for training aids or display" 

‘Model Shown: ITALIAN M-12S SUBMACHINE GUN. 
39-2711KM (“Blowback” 

Unassembled Kit Mode!). $119 ppd 


THESE REPLICA MODEL GUNS 
DO NOT FIRE A PROJECTILE! 




(1) AMERICAN G.i. M1911 AUTOMATia 


01-300 (“Replica Model"). $79 ppd 

(2) GERMAN P-08 PARABELLUM. 

01-200 (“Replica Model"). $75 ppd 

(3) INGRAM M-11 MACHINE PISTOL 

39-2149 (“Blowback" Model). $199 ppd 


(OVER 50 DIFFERENT MODELS AVAILABLE) 



□ FREE Color Catalog of Militaria, 
Replica Model Guns, Knives, Suits of 
Armour, Samurai Swrds, Helmets, 
Medals. Badges, Rags and More. 

RLu^'s^lmau^UNi 


I 


COLLECTOR’S ARMOURY, INC. 

800 Slaters Lane 
Box 59, Dept. SO 
Alexandria, VA 22313 
□ Money Order □ Check Enclosed 


I 

I 


Send_ 

Credit Card Orders: (800) 638-2000 Toll Free 24 Hrs 
NAME_ 

ADDRESS_ 


I 

I 


■CITY. 


I STATE/ZIP. 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
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wood-chip reinforcement. Some grips have 
exposed brass rivets and in other instances 
the rivets have been covered with plastic 
plugs, indicating only a different manufac¬ 
turer. Most have only a flimsy steel clip 
hanger, but web frogs are now available. 
PRC bayonets sell for only $25 to $35. The 
web frogs alone will fetch $25 each. 

North Korean AKM bayonets are rem¬ 
iniscent of the original Soviet AK-47 
bayonet except that the two ears on the 
pommel (which fit around the cleaning rod 
and gas block) have been cut back. Grip and 
crosspiece design are also different. Their 
clipped-point Bowie blades are 1 ‘/ 2 -inches 
shorter than those of the AK-47 bayonet. 
Scabbards are blued steel and crudely 
punch-welded with olive green web hangers 
and brown leather hilt loops. Very scarce, 
they start at $175 and go up, depending 
upon condition. 

Russian AK-47 bayonets have 8-inch 
phosphated or satin chrome blades (except 
for the cutting edge, which is positioned 
uppermost on the rifle) with a spear-point 
shape and centrally placed fullers. The 
blued steel hilt has wood-fiber impregnated 
plastic grips held in place by two bolts with 
slot-heads at each end. Hangers are either 
leather or web and attached to two metal 
loops at the rear of the scabbard. The steel 
scabbards are either blued or painted black. 
AK-47 bayonets (of probable Polish or 
Bulgarian origin) are available in new con¬ 
dition for $55 to $65. 


Finnish Model 1962 bayonets and scab¬ 
bards for the Valmet version of the Kalash¬ 
nikov are of completely indigenous design. 
Dark green plastic grips (some are marked 
“FISKARS”) wrap around the hilt’s T- 
mortise which supports the forward catch. 
Hilt and blade are a single component and 
black phosphate finished. A traditional 
Lapp hunting knife sheath of green leather 
contains half of the hilt as well as the blade. 
These unusual bayonets are worth $70 to 
$80. 

Czech V258 bayonets are as different 
from the Soviet pattern as their rifle is from 
the AKM. Blade and hilt, a single compo¬ 
nent, are cast by means of the lost-wax 
process. The conventional fullered blade is 
6.9 inches in length and phosphate finished. 
Grips are of bonded wood chip. Catch and 
T-mortise are at the forward end of the hilt. 
As the T-mortise’s open end faces forward, 
the bayonet must be attached to the rifle by 
pushing it toward the muzzle. This is an 
extremely poor design, as all of the thrust¬ 
ing force upon impact is focused on the 
locking catch. The tan leather scabbard has 
a peculiar offset, integral hanger. Vz58 
bayonets are also imported from West Ger¬ 
many and you should pay no more than $40 
to $50 for one in new condition. 

Imitation is truly the sincerest form of 
flattery and copies of the AKM wire-cutting 
design have become quite a fad in NATO 
countries. In 1970, Eickhom of Solingen, 
West Germany, together with the Dutch 


firm of N.W.M. (Nederlandsche Wapen en 
Munitfabriet N.V.), developed a bayonet 
for the Stoner 63 system with wire-cutting 
capability. The clipped-point Bowie blade, 
complete with sawteeth, used the same 
wire-cutter concept employed on the AKM 
bayonet. No longer in production, these 
Stoner 63 bayonets can be identified by the 
figure of a squirrel over the N.W.M. 
trademark stamped on the blade and a tan 
leather thong on the black plastic scabbard. 
Variants of the original Eickhom bayonet 
have been fabricated for the M16, FN FAL, 
G3, Steyr AUG and Swiss PE-57 rifles — 
all with unmarked blades. M16 and G3 ver¬ 
sions are still available for about $35. Even 
the U.S. Army decided it wants to snap 
wire. Recently adopted, the new U.S. M9 
“multi-purpose” bayonet system has 
Soviet-type wire-cutters, a 7V8-inch blade, 
green nylon Zytel grips and a Buckmaster 
plastic scabbard. The initial contract calls 
for 315,600 to be produced for a total cost of 
$15,6 million (about $49.50 each). 

There is no more fascinating bayonet to 
collect and own than the Soviet wire-cutter 
and its predecessors, clones and indigenous 
substitutes. Listed below is a group of 
sources for these anachronistic devices that 
will get you started. 

Loren Relin (ComBloc bayonets and 
militaria). Dept. SOF, 11024 Washington 
Boulevard, Culver City, CA 90232; Paul 
Masterson (ComBloc daggers and combat 
knives), Dept, SOF, Grethenweg 86a, 6000 


UNDERWATER SURVIVAL 

Gerber BMP Knife . 

8” Bowie blade with chisel a 

tooth saw. Overall legnth 13*. § 

Blade thickness Va*. Weighs F 

15 ounces without sheath. 

28.5 ounces with. Con- f ' ) 

structed from carbon surgi- i / 

cal stainless steel, hardned P J 

to C54-55 Rockwell. Sheath «Aii|L 

features jeweled compass, 
attached diamond sharpen- 
ing hone, Alice clips, belt 
loop, and more. Retail 
$160.00 ^ 

Sale $129.95 

Chronosport 

The name in divers 
watches! All black, 
multi function analog/ 
digital combination, 
alarm, rotating bezel, 
sweep second hand, 
timer, two time zones, 
more! 

With nylon strap - 

Retail $462.00 

Sale $346.50 

With bracelst - J^^R 

Retail $545.00 

Sale $408.75 

Compact Scuba 

All in one unit, ready to use! 

2 Cubic Foot Capacity cyl- 
inder with regulator B| 

mounted on top. Includes 11 

neoprene belt holder and ^R 

filler. Overall legnth 17V^, ^R 

21^” wide. Use for ^R 

emergency air supply, V| 

short dives, and morel Re- Rl 

tail $175.00 Ri 

Sate $139.95 » 

Seiko 

Quality divers watch 

from a top name! All 

btcck with HD black ‘afflHiyRlMSR, 

rubber strap. Multi 

function digital and an- ; 

alog displays. Alarm, H|KpRRn|RR 

two time zones, timer, 

rotating bezel, sweep 

second hand, more! ^RHj^j 

Model SPW005. Re- 

tail $350.00 

Sale $264.95 

Camouflage rubber coated 

7X35 with rapid 
focus, carry case. 
strap. Measures 

7X5X2”. 

$85.00 

Camouflage rubber coated 

7X50 rapid 

focus, carry case, 
strap. Measures 
approx. 7 X 8 X 

2W. Model 140. 

$99.95 

Black rubber coated 

Nikon Tropical 

7X50, individual 
for 

includes 

lens 

strap. 

Measures approx. 

8^/^ X 8'.^ X 3”. ■■ 

Model 750HPIF. 

Retail $630.00 

Sale $399.95 

Compact Nikon 

9X25, with center 
focus, carry case, 

Porro pr- 
measures 
approx 4V& X 4 X 

Model 

925CF. Retail 

Sate $119.95 

U.S.TECH SCUBA 

All american made equip- 
ment! Shadow all black 

BCD with power, pack, 
large pockets, and rTK)re, 

ARIS series Explorer reg- 
ulator with ARIS octopus. 

Datacom double console 
(PSI/Depth), and Aluminum 

60 K cylinder with boot. Re- W 

tail over $1000.00 >• W 

Sale $579.95 j 

f 

Dive Rather ■ j | 

Ideal for diver toca- 
tion, rescue work, or 
marking. 0-Ring 
sealed. Uses one C ^^^R 
cell battery. Water- ^^^R 
proof to 150’. Meas- B^^R 
ures approx. 5* X 

$29 95 'IB' 

Mnl Reah Ught M 

Features pocket clip, 
magenet in butt, ^R 

transparent housing. 

Screw down lens to H 

turn on. Very bright. 

Uses two AAA batter- ^R 

ies (Included]. Over- ^R 

all legnth 4^4”. ^4” ^R 

wide. By Pelican. |H 

$8.95 

Mask, Snorkel, Jfcu 

Fin Package 

Graphite black fins with 

vented blade and open ^^HRR 

heel, silicone mask with 

tempered glass, and large 

bore silicone snorkel. Rug- 

ged, high quality, great for 

snofkeling or SCUBA. ^RIQ^^R^^RL 

Retail $140.00 

Saie $84.95 

Order from U.S.TECH by mail or phone. Call (312) 763-1669 (SOF1NOW) or send your order to U.S.TECH, 6674 N. Northwest Hwy., 
Chicago, IL 60631 . We accept Master Card, Visa, Discover Card, American Express, and PAD! Card charge cards by phone. We also accept 
Money order, certified check and cashiers check by mail. Include $3.00 for shipping under $50.00, $6.00 for orders under $150.00, and $9.00 
for orders over $150.00. Caution: You should be trained in the use of SCUBA by a qualified instructor. A division of Berry Industries. 
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Frankfurt 70, West Germany ; Jeff Howard 
(Egyptian AKM bayonets). Dept. SOF, 
5140 Zachary Lane, Plymouth, MN 55442; 
Mitchell Arms Corp. (Yugoslav bayonets), 
Dept. SOF, 2101 East 4th Street, Suite 
201 A, Santa Ana, CA 92705; Globe Mill- 
taria, Inc. (Polish, Hungarian and Czech 
bayonets), Dept. SOF, RFD 1, P.O. Box 
269, Keene, NH 03431; Sherwood Interna¬ 
tional Export Corp. (Eickhom bayonets). 
Dept. SOF, 18714 Parthenia Street, North- 
ridge, CA 91324. ^ 


BOUNTY HUNTER 

Continued from page 45 

L’Enfant Plaza West S.W., Washington, 
DC 20260-2100. 

INTERNATIONAL 

International terrorism has recently taken 
center stage in the media and in the minds of 
travelers. Many solutions have been pro¬ 
posed, from better passenger security to 
anti-terrorist military units, retaliatory air 
strikes and terrorist insurance. 

Strangely, the idea of offering monetary 
rewards has been almost overlooked by air¬ 
lines, governments and multinational 
businesses. One exception is a little- 
publicized program run by the U.S. State 
Department. On 19 October 1984, Public 
Law 98-533 was enacted, authorizing the 
Secretary of State to offer rewards for the 
apprehension, prosecution and punishment 
of persons guilty of international terrorism. 

This program has not been as effective as 
it could be. It has received little publicity 
and successes are not made public. No 
announcements of payoffs are made, sup¬ 
posedly “to protect informants and not to 
compromise ongoing investigations.” In 
addition, the rewards offered are small com¬ 
pared to the seriousness of the offense and 
the danger involved. The danger factor is 
compounded by the requirement that the 
terrorists must be taken alive. Also, the 
State Department won’t pay anything for 
mere information, no matter how useful. 

Recent State Department reward offers 
include: 

• A reward of $1(X),(X)0, regarding the res¬ 
taurant killing of four off-duty U.S. 
Marines in San Salvador in the summer of 
1985. 

• Two rewards of $250,(KX) each, regard¬ 
ing the hijackings of Kuwait Airways Flight 
221 on 4 December 1984 and TWA Flight 
847 on 17 June 1985. 

• A $250,(X)0 reward for suspected terrorist 
mastermind Abbul Abbas and others in con¬ 
nection with the 7 October 1985 hijacking 
of the Italian cruise ship AchiJIe Lawo. 

Contact the Federal Bureau of Investiga¬ 
tion or the State Department for more in¬ 
formation about this program and specific 
rewards. 

Some countries are combating terrorism 
by offering actual bounties for the neutrali¬ 
zation of terrorists — a modem version of 
“Wanted: Dead or Alive.” This is obvious- 
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^ YOU DON’T NEED 
CASTRO’S PERMISSION 


. TO SMOKE CUBAN-SEED HANDMADE CIGARS! J 



HANDMADESFORTHE MAN 
WHO THOUGHT HE 
COULDN’T AFFORD THEM! 

IT! send them to you from Tampa, the fine 
dgar capital of the world. Sample the 
dgars in my new Silver Medallion 
Sampler and enjoy a wonderful new 
smoking sensation. IT! indude a gener- 
ous sampling of Honduras handmades 
plus a nice selection of vintage-leaf, 
long-filler and cut filler dgars, all per- 

fectly blended for mildness and flavor " | 

These superb smokes are made with expertly blended Cuban- * SiAiu 

seed-leaf tobaccos grown and cured the old Cuban way in Honduras '**11*1 |^|. 

from seed smuggled out of Cuba. They're mild, flavorful and extremely satisfying 
to the cigar smoker who's looking for something new, something better. somethir>g 
exceptionally tasty. Experts canT tell them from Havana. You won't be able to either, when 
you try them. Natural wrapper. If you’re ready for a luxuriously enjoyable smoking experience, try them now. 


GIFT IDEA! 

SEND CIGARS 
TO A FRIEND 


MY OFFER TO 1 
CIGAR LOVERS 

Til send you postpaid a selection 
of 42 factory-fresh cigars—a 
special selection of Honduras 
handmades, vintage-leaf (ong- 
filler and cut filler smokes. If 
these cigars aren’t all you ex¬ 
pected, return the unsmoked 
ones by United Parcel or Parcel 
Post within 30 days and I’ll 
refund your money. No ques¬ 
tions asked. Your delivered cost 
is only $10.90 for 42 factory- 
fresh, Cuban-seed-leaf cigars, j 



B-6271 


r^o order, fill in and mall coupon to 

THOMPSON CIGAR CO. 

5401 Hangar Ct., Dept. B624, Box 30303, Tampa, FL 33630 
O.K., TOM! Ship me the Silver Medallion Sampler under your money- 
back guarantee for only $10.90. 

□ Check for $10.90 enclosed (Fla. residents add 5% sales tax) 

□ Charge $10.90 to my □ VISA n American Express 

□ MasterCard □ Diners Club 

Credit Cant No. (Print all digte) EXRDAn 


zip 


OFFER GOOD IN U.S. ONLY 
CREDIT CARD USERS 
SPEED DELIVERY BY CALLING 


TOLL-FREE 1-800-237-2559 

IN FLORIDA, CALL 1-800-282-0646 
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for Ruger 10/22 


Zytel Folding Stock w/Handguard ^ 

by Choate Machine & Tool 'Pb/.yb 


A - 7101 - Folding Stock w/handguard for Ruger 10/22 by C-M. & T.. $67.95 


7127 - Pistol Grip Stock w/handguard {non folding).44.95 

B ■ Armson O.E.G. One eye sees a red dot while the other eye views the target 
area. Your brain superimposes the dot on the target. Ideal for moving or 
multiple targets. 

22DOS - Daylight Only Sight w/mount for .22's.. .$82.95 

22D/N - Day & Night Sight w/mount for .22's (self-luminous) ... 113.90 

C-7135 -50 Round Compact magazine for 10/22 by Ramline .$27.95 

7133 -30 Round Compact magazine.16.95 

D - 7130 - Rifle Light Mount by C.M.&T. (flashlight not included) ... $1 5.95 

E - 7141 - Mini-Mag Lite .$12.95 

F - 7100 - Slip-On Flash Suppressor.$14.95 


Rapid lire your 10/22! 



11201 - BMP Activator ...T .$19.95 


1 1202 - Oamp On Bipod.$12.00 

This durable, fiberglass-filled plastic bipod 
clamps to the barrel by spring tension or 
locks closed for carry. 


7120 ■ Magazine Kwik Release makes magazine 
changes fast & easy.(for 10/22)..$3.95 

R4004- Factory Scope Base for 10/22 . .$6.95 



A. ul. (^. 

P.O. BOX 1995, Dept. SF4 
EL DORADO, AR 71731 
(501) 863-5659 in Ark. 
CALL TOLL FREE 


1-800-643-1564 



send $2.00 for catalog 



w World’s finest, fastest, since 1968 
k. Millions sold! Beware of copies! ’ 


I Regular Range 1-or2-pc.,^E 
I Models In Feet take-downs«K 

2 ft. 20'$8.95'^^^ 
SVaft. 110' 9.95 PiK 
'4V2ft. 220' 10.95X2911! 
5V»n. 300' 11.95 
I 6 ft. 350' 12.95 
3-piece "4-in-1 "Guns 
left. SSO* 17.95 _ 

8 ft. 450' 22.95 A 

9 ft. OSO" 24.95 

Plastic Tips ^ 


n35-lbAnteaterTffi3 
\ Wwithout poison.^ 
blasts varmints, 


models add $3._00_each gun 


NEW 6 FT. “4 IN 1 ” TAKE-DOWN BLOWGUN 

New 1987 Sureival^ *<unting“Coniiii anilo” '*Mailelsfa,> 


DEALERS-1 OR 2 PC. GUNS 
12^ ft. $72.00 12 - 51/2 ft. $96.00 
' 112 - 31 / 20 . 79.00 12-6 ft. 102.00 

12 - 41/2 ft. 89.00 12.6 ft. 3-pc. 120.00 

SILEOT, POWERFUL, ACCURATE, bullet impact! Kills gamJ ^ 

I pests! Tai^et, plinking, thrilling sport! Astound friends! Compressed breath gives 
rifle power! Pierces V 2 " wood! NO TOY! Rugged aluminum. Ideal gi ft! 135 steel 
instruc. Ig5SaEBMl00/$3 .50, 200/$5.95, 5 00/$14.00, K/$25.00. 

100/^.88, 224/$10,95, 560/524^90. 

t^ets! poisoi^nfo! carry caseilBB^Bl 
san S^goo a a^!iiroMHsame+110Q darts+firee 2' gunilffllHsame+1300, Tfiree 7th 
gun! same+1600+ free 8th gun! 30-day money back guar. Lifetime breakage 

guar. 1-Day Service, cash, check, M.O. MilliDfis sold! USA Mado US6 30‘Days No RiskI 


VISA, M.C„ AM.X. (C.O.D.1ifiSa„g') TOLL FREE 
24-HRS.1.800-222.3119 j^or 

Blowgun World, Inc., Box 25183-S,Saltlake City, UT 841^ 


ly work for professional soldiers and should 
be investigated through foreign service 
channels. 

Soldier of Fortune readers are familiar 
with the magazine’s private initiatives in the 
offering of rewards. Soviet Mi-24 Hind-D 
attack helicopters of the Sandinista air force 
in Nicaragua have been all but grounded due 
to SOF’s offer of $1 million for the surren¬ 
der of such a craft by a Sandinista pilot or air 
crewman. Unfortunately, SOF’s reward 
offer of $10,000 in gold for the capture of 
Idi Amin has not been as effective. 

Rumors have circulated for a number of 
years that the U.S. government has ear¬ 
marked large sums of money for special 
rewards. These rumors have been corrobo¬ 
rated by contacts in military intelligence and 
at the highest levels of government. Put 
simply, secret discretionary funds have 
been authorized in the six- to seven-figure 
range for up-to-date Soviet military hard¬ 
ware, especially sophisticated avionics and 
entire weapon systems such as fighter 
planes. For pilots or others with specialized 
military skills, the nearly impossible feat of 
grabbing the latest Hind or MiG might be an 
acceptable challenge when viewed in light 
of the potential reward. 

Bounty hunting at all levels is a growth 
industry. Unfortunately, as the private sec¬ 
tor steps in to do more and more of the jobs 
that governments cannot — or will not — 
do, bureaucratic red tape will insinuate it¬ 
self into the bounty hunter’s world. Howev¬ 
er, in the immediately foreseeable future, 
the challenging and still very free field of 
bounty hunting will continue to grow in 
importance around the world. Today, be¬ 
fore some bureaucrat comes up with a 
“Bounty Hunter Exam and License,” may 
be the day to begin a new life in one of 
man’s most ancient professions. 

Adventure — and profit — await. ^ 


GALIL 

Continued from page 71 

for 100 meters have also been retained. To 
use, at dusk or night, the front betalight is 
flipped up to expose a luminous vertical bar 
which is aligned between the two rear lumi¬ 
nous dots. When the rear tritium sight is 
flipped up for use, the rear peep sights must 
be placed in an offset position, midway 
between the two apertures. But all of these 
are, at best, for emergency use only, since 
the heart of any sniper system is its optical 
unit. 

Knowing full well that mounting a scope 
on a Galil (or Kalashnikov or FN FAL) 
sheet-metal receiver will result in unaccept¬ 
able vertical dispersion, IMI has wisely 
welded a dovetail base to the receiver’s left 
wall. Interface with the optical sight is by 
means of a sturdy, all-steel, quick-release 
mount. While its heavy construction and 
latchwork seem to ensure maintenance of 
zero through repeated removal, it offsets the 
scope to the left, which prevents left-handed 
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EXCITING NEW WEAPONS.. .SEMINARS.. .EXHIBITS.. .ADVENTURE.. .FUN... 


a 


B 


8TH ANNUAL SOF CONVENTION AND EXPO 


SAHARA HOTEL, LAS VEGAS, NEVADA, AUGUST 26-30, 1987 



SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is pleased to announce the 
8th Annual SOF CONVENTION and EXPO, to be held 
August 26-30, 1987 in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

The 1987 Convention will be bigger, better and more 
exciting than ever before with: 


* New and improved seminars 

* Action-packed activities 

* The latest Weapons Expo 


* Exciting participatory events 

* And much, much more! 



Guarantee yourself a piece of the action by taking advantage of this EARLY BIRD 
SPECIAL offer — register by August 1,1987 and pay only $100.00. You’ll save $25.00 off 
the regular registration fee. 

Registering early is the easy and smart thing to do. Here’s all the information you need 
to assure yourself of five days of unending excitement. 


Hotel Accommodations 

For Room Reservations: Sahara Hotel 1-800-634-6666 

To receive convention rates, you must advise the hotel that you 
will be attending the SOF Convention. 

The Early Bird Room rate is $45.00/night (plus tax) if the room 
is reserved and the first night’s deposit is received by June 25. 
After that date, the rate will be $48.00/night (plus tax). Room 
reservations must be made by July 25, 1987 to guarantee 
space in the headquarters hotel. 

SOF EXPOSITION 

INFORMATION: Derry Gallagher (303) 449-3750 

P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 

CONVENTIONEER 

INFORMATION: Bill Brooks (919) 392-2961 

4901 Indian Trail 
Wilmington, NC 28403 

THREE-GUN MATCH 

INFORMATION: Michael Horne (805) 393-6106 

408 E. Harding 
Bakersfield, CA 93308 


SOF ’87 CONVENTION EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION FORM 
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BOX 375 
LOVELADY,TEXAS 75051 

1 (800) 334-6830 
(409) 938-4855 credit cards 

THE AVERAGE MAN BROKEN DOWN BY HUMAN 
ANATOMY INTO NUMERICAL AREA AND THEN 
TRANSLATED INTO STOPPING ABILITY. 

KNOW HOW GOOD YOU HIT-- 
NOT JUST THAT YOU GOT A TEN ! 

HALF SIZE SHIPPING 

l-50 - 42tEA. l-50-26tEA. 1-50 —$4.00 

51-100-24tEA. 51-100-6.00 

500-36tEA. 500-22tEA. FREIGHT COLLECT 

SEND 2.00 FOR SAMPLE TARGET AND INFO. 


MAKE CHECK OR MONEY ORDER 

to: (409) 636-7645 
ANATOMY TARGET COMPANY 
BOX 375 
LOVELADY, TEXAS 75851 

TEXAS RESIDENTS ADD 6SALES TAX 


shooting. One advantage of this setup is that 
the iron sights remain unobstructed. 

The milspec Nimrod scope mounted on 
the Galil sniper rifle is manufactured in 
Japan by a subsidiary of KOOR Industries, 
an Israeli firm. It has a fixed magnification 
of six power, an ideal compromise and more 
reliable than any variable-power scope. 
Objective and ocular diameters are 40mm 
and 32mm, respectively. The field of view 
is 19.6 meters at 300 meters (3 degrees 45 
feet). The eye relief is about 3 inches. 
Heavy bars are superimposed over the 
crosshairs on the right, left and bottom. 
There are two auxiliary crosses, one for 
aiming at 900 and 1,000 meters, the other 
for high-trajectory ammunition. 

Range estimation with the reticle pattern 
duplicates that of the Dragunov/RPG-7 
optical sights. At the bottom of the field of 
view is a baseline below five short steps. 
The step closest to the baseline is marked 
“10” for 1,000 meters, while the farthest is 
marked “2” for 200 meters. The three steps 
in between correspond to 800, 600 and 400 
meters in ascending order. Just align the 
target’s groin with the baseline and match 
the top of his head with the appropriate step. 
Dial the correct distance into the range drum 
on top of the scope (calibrated in 50-meter 
clicks from 200 to 800 meters for 
7.62X51mm M118 match ammunition) and 
fire away. The windage drum, located on 
the scope’s left side, provides five mils of 
adjustment to the right or left in */ 2 -miI in¬ 
crements. This method is simple, quick. 


FIVE WAYS TO SURVIVE 



Pocket Communicator 


Stay in touch with this powerful walkle talkie sys¬ 
tem. This is a truiy palm sized, tiny wireless com¬ 
municator. It even has a built-in encryption 
system to keep your conversations private. Pow¬ 
er output to 1 watt, frequency 440-450 MHz FM, 
models range up to 7 miles. 



Catch Intruders 


Hidden on the bookshelf Is an incredible video re¬ 
cording system. All components are completely 
contained inside the leather bound book (photo: 
1st book on left). It catches unexpected visitors, 
intruders or burglars on videotape. Inconspicu¬ 
ous In your home or office. Or take the book with 
you for videorecording wherever you go—the 
system is battery operated, completely self con¬ 
tained and portable. 




Privacy Protection 

Don't let business associates, competitors or 
spouses Intrude on your privacy! The VL 34 Priva¬ 
cy Protector finds bugs and transmitters that may 
be hidden right now in your hotel room, office, 
home, or car. It quickly detects and locates these 
dangerous privacy Invaders before they can 
cause you any harm. _ 

CCS COUNTER SPY SHOP 

a division of 

CCS Communication Control 

World Headquarters 

160 Midland Ave., Port Chester, NY 10573 
(914) 934-8100 

TELEX: 238720 FAX: (914) 934-8093 

630 Third Ave., New York, NY 10017 

(212) 697-8140 

1801 K St. N.W., Washington D.C. 20006 
(202) 659-3432 

1435 Bricknell Ave., Miami, FL 33131 
(305) 358-4336 

The Galleria, Suite 3405, Houston, TX 77056 
(713) 626-0007 

9465 Wilshire Blvd., Beverly Hills, CA 90212 

(213) 274-6256 

London. Paris ccs .sbs 


See in the Dark 

See in near total darkness. The MINI NIGHT SCOPE 
fits in your pocket or the palm of your hand. A sim¬ 
ple adapter converts your binoculars or camera 
into a super long distance night vision system. 



The Briefcase That Sees 


Everything 

Built inside this ordinary looking briefcase Is a 
video recording surveillance system. The CVS 330 
discreetly videotapes all events, etc,, and gives 
you absolute proof. The tiny pinhole lens Is nearly 
Invisible. Even with the case open, all electronics 
are completely itldden. Carry it inconspicuously 
anywhere —Into meetings, hotel rooms, etc. 
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reliable, adequately accurate and requires a 
minimum of instruction. 

A constantly centered reticle pattern has 
been achieved by inversion of the lenses. 
Each scope is equipped with protective 
caps, a rubber eyecup and two ocular fillers: 
amber for overcast light and neutral density 
for extreme brightness. Night vision equip¬ 
ment can also be incorporated. The scope 
tube is black anodized aluminum. This is an 
excellent military optical system which 
meets the user’s requirements at all levels. 

Each rifle is also equipped with a fitted, 
foam-filled drop case with nylon carrying 
handies and sling, four-piece cleaning rod 
with brass tip and the standard IDF cleaning 
kit consisting of a tan, plastic container with 
plastic oil bottle, cotton-rope pull-through 
and nylon bristle brush. A wide, black 
nylon sling of sufficient length for cany at 
waist height, in the IDF fashion, is attached 
to the buttstock sling stud with a sturdy steel 
spring-hook that rotates 360 degrees and to 
a hole in the front end of the gas block by 
black nylon cord. 

Our test specimen was equipped with a 
sound suppressor manufactured by 
Jonathan Arthur Ciener (Dept. SOF, 6850 
Riveredge Drive, Titusville, FL 32780). 
User maintainable, this suppressor is 17 
inches in overall length, with a 1.5-inch 
diameter phosphate-finished outer tube and 
a weight of approximately 2.5 pounds. 
Thus, complete with the suppressor and a 
loaded magazine, the Galil sniper rifle 
checks in at 20.8 pounds. 

Maximum performance with this rifle is 



JUST ARRIVED 
NEW CHINESE PELLET RIFLE 
Model TS-45 Magnum 
Order No. TS-45-1 

■ "Single Pump Side Lever Action "Aduit type "300 Yard Range 
•■177 Cai. Lead Air Gun Peiiet "800 FPS *Break-0pen Type, Spring 
Action Air Rifie *Hardwood Stock *Rified Barrei *Adjustabie Sights 
(Front & Back) *Aii Metai Part Blue 






Order No. TS-45-1 


$42.95 


1. Rear sight 2. Cylinder 

3. Safety catch 4. Barrel 

5. Front sight 6. Stock 

7. Pull rod 8. Lock plate 

9. Side-lever 10. Trigger 


Extra 

LEAD PELLETS. 


300 P«ll»t» p*r box 
10 boKOt por carton 
Ordor No. AC-C6243 


PER 

CTN. 

2000 PELLETS 


<9.00 


* U.OO Postoge& Handling Par Air Rifle *$1.50 Postage & Handling Per Carton of Pellets 


MIDWEST SPORT DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 

Lucky Street, Box 129F , Fayette, Mo. 65248 
VISA-M.C.-AM EXP. & C.O.D. 


TOLL-FREE 

24-Hour$ 


FREE 
56-page 
Cotoloa 

(M-F, 8am-Spm) (Alter 5 & Weekends) O''""'’ 
ORDERS ONLY 1-800-248-5128 or 1-800-227-1617 Ext. 601 



NRA BIANCHI CUP: 

THE ULTIMA TE PISTOL COMPETITION 

Compete with America’s best shooters in six action pistol 
events for $160,000 in cash and prizes. Interested shooters 
may receive an invitation by written request addressed to 
Jim Davis, NRA Competitions Division, 1600 Rhode Island 
Ave., N.W. Washington, D.C. 20036 (202) 828-6168. 

NRA National Action Pistol Championship 

May 20-23,1987 

Chapman Academy, Columbia, Missouri 



Matches Sponsored Bf: 


-WINCHESTER^ tasco*' action arms ltd.® Aimpoint© 
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UNIVERSAL MILITARY OUTFITTERS 

BIGGER AND BETTER THAN EVER 

SUPER SAVINGS 

★ FREE SHIPPING ANYWHERE IN THE CONTINENTAL U.S. ★ 

★ FREE SHOULDER BAG WITH EVERY ORDER OVER $75.00 ★ 


G.l. MA-1 FLIGHT JACKET 

OD.CAMO.BLUE.BLACK XS-XL 

$ 45.00 

G.l. M-65 FIELD JACKET 

OD,CAMO,BLACK XS-XL 

$ 52.00 

G.l. A-2 DECK JACKET OD 

S-XL 

45.00 

G.L LINER FOR M-65 

XS-XL 

15.75 

G.l. N2B FLIGHT PARKA 

SUB-ZERO S-XL 

85.00 

G.l. N3B FLIGHT PARKA 

SUB-ZERO XS-XL 

120.00 

U.S. FLIGHT VEST (LIKE MA-1 W/0 SLEEVES) 
OD.BLUE.CAMO,BLACK XS-XL 

36.00 

G.l. BLACK COMMANDO SWEATER 

STATE CHEST SIZE 

40.00 

G.l. PONCHO LINER. CAMO 

22.00 

G.L SLEEPING BAG 

85.00 

T-SHIRT S/S CAMO 

S-XL 

2/10.00 

G.l. JUNGLE HAT - OD & CAMO 

6% - 7% 

10.00 

G.l. WOODLAND BDU SHIRT 

XS-XL STATE LENGTH 

25.00 

G.l. OD RIPSTOP SHIRT 

XS-XL REG LENGTH ONLY 

25.00 

G.l. WOODLAND BDU PANTS 

XS-XL STATE LENGTH 

25.00 

G.l. OD RIPSTOP PANTS 

XS-XL REG LENGTH ONLY 

25.00 

WOODLAND SET (SHIRT & PANTS) 

45.00 

OD RIPSTOP SET (SHIRT & PANTS) 

47.00 

G.L JUNIORS SIZES 4-16 

CAMO 6 POC PANTS w/drawstring 

15.00 

CAMO TUBE SOX 

1 SIZE FITS ALL 

D3A GLOVE w/insert 

3/10.00 

14-50 

CAMO 4 POC SHIRT 

15.00 

S-M-L 


T-SHIRT 

2/9.00 

G.l. PLASTIC CANTEEN w/cover 

CANTEEN — OD or BLACK 

5.00 

BOMBER JACKET 

20.00 

COVER - OD,BLACK or CAMO 


M-65 STYLE JACKET 

ADJUSTABLE HAT 

35.00 

5.00 

VISA & MC ACCEPTED 
min. order $10.00 



FOR A COMPLETE CATALOG 
WRITE: U.M.O. 

6221 6th AVE 
BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11220 


FOR ORDERS - CALL: 1-800-521-2124 
IN N.Y. 718 439-6161 





LET YOURSELF 

SOAR ..with the larsest ( ^ 

selection available in America 
at Wholesale Prices! 

ABSOLUTELY FREE ... Our 
1987 Exclusive Color Catalos 

US 1-800/BLU ANGEL 
CALL NOW; US 1-800/258-2643 
OH 1-800/362-1034 




OR WRITE NOW: 

BLUE ANGEL FIREWORKS 

P.O. BOX 26, DEPT. SOF-47 
COLUMBIANA. OHIO 44408 


□ YES, send me my FREE 1987 Color Catalog! 

Name —. _ _ 


State 


BLUE ANGEL FIREWORKS P.O. Box 26, Dept. SOF-47, Columbiana, Ohio 44408 
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supposedly achieved with Lake City’s 
Mils match ammunition (so-called “Spe¬ 
cial Ball”) and its 173-grain Full Metal 
Jacket (FMJ) projectile. This is an unfortu¬ 
nate choice, as Lake City Arsenal has failed 
to produce consistent Ml 18 match-grade 
ammo in more than a decade. Instead we 
selected Federal’s match ammunition 
(M308) with its fine 168-gr. Jacketed Hol¬ 
low Point (JHP) bullet for our test. It de¬ 
parted from the Galil’s heavy barrel with an 
average velocity of 2,622 fps. Ciener’s sup¬ 
pressor dropped this by only 68 fps with no 
change in the point of impact or loss in 
accuracy. 

Our best group at 100 yards was 1.6 inch¬ 
es. However, most groups hovered around 2 
inches under minimal wind conditions. 
Although no semiautomatic rifle can ever 
reach the accuracy potential of a turn-bolt, 
this is mediocre performance at best, as 
M14 rifles, at half the weight, can be tuned 
to achieve 1 MO A groups (although this 
will not last for more than 800 to 1,000 
rounds). Since the Galil’s forged receiver is 
quite rigid, the optics of high quality, the 
scope-to-rifle interface apparently secure 
and the buttstock adequately stable, the 
problem almost certainly lies with the 
barrel. 

It seems to be of no better quality than 
IMI’s .30-caliber Browning machine gun 
barrels. Substitute a Douglas Number 1 
Contour Premium barrel and this rifle would 
turn 1 MOA all day long. Douglas uses 
4140 chrome moly steel barrel blanks which 
are carefully heat-treated before they are 
bored, reamed and button-rifled. Equally 
important, in caliber 7.62X51mm NATO 
the bores are cut to .309-inch, as subsequent 
stress relieving not only collapses all radial 
stress but will spring-back the bore to the 
correct groove dimension. No doubt about 
it, the very best match-grade barrels hail 
from either the U.S., Austria or West Ger¬ 
many. 

Over the course of our test, more than 300 
rounds were fired and we experienced two 
stove-pipes and several failures to feed 
when the bolt was retracted by hand. There 
were no other stoppages of any kind. As 
expected, felt recoil was almost impercepti¬ 
ble, but firing from any position other than 
the prone is not practical with this beast. 

Although it’s as quiet as any modem .30- 
caliber rifle sound suppressor (since the .30- 
caliber projectile leaves the muzzle at a 
velocity above the speed of sound, the 
downrange “crack” is not eliminated), 
Ciener’s unit, when fitted to a Galil, is badly 
in need of a gas-relief valve similar to that 
fitted to the original Sionics suppressor 
fielded during the Vietnam War. When you 
contain propellent gases in a suppressor 
tube, they will eventually migrate either 
forward or rearward. Most will be ex¬ 
hausted into the atmosphere from the muz¬ 
zle end of the suppressor. Back pressure 
will, however, drive some rearward. In a 
Kalashnikov-type rifle they will invariably 
exit out the square cut at the end of the 
sheet-metal receiver cover, directly into the 
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shooter’s face. This would prove more than 
just irritating to snipers in a combat environ¬ 
ment. 

Military snipers require both high first- 
round hit probability and the ability to fire 
rapid succeeding shots. Bolt-action rifles 
cannot meet this latter criterion. The Galil 
sniper rifle is based upon a reliable, battle- 
proven system. It shows great promise, but 
we need to shave off at least five pounds, 
screw in a more accurate barrel and effect 
some other minor modifications. This can 
be accomplished without sacrificing the 
potential for mass production. 

It has just recently been accepted for serv¬ 
ice by the IDF. In very limited quantity, the 
Galil sniper system is being imported by 
Action Arms, Ltd. (Dept. SOF, P.0, Box 
9573, Philadelphia, PA 19124) with a sug¬ 
gested retail price of $3,995, complete. ^ 


90-ROUND DRUMS 

Continued from page 78 

side for attaching the drum to your load- 
bearing equipment. It can be cleaned in any 
solvent and lubricated with any petroleum- 
based product. The price is $149.95 direct 
from the importer. Although its magazine 
body will protrude, this drum can be carried 
in an RPD drum pouch, also available from 
Keng’s Firearms Specialty, Inc. 

Now that they’re loaded, how do they 
perform? We fired 1,000 rounds of Portu¬ 
guese ball ammunition in the Ml93 con¬ 
figuration (headstamped “FMN 82-17”) 
through an M16A2 Colt Commando (11.5- 
inch barrel) to answer that question. 

No matter how robust, all large-capacity, 
spring-loaded drums (Ultimax 100, RPK, 
etc.) are plagued with a single generic 
curse. If you have enough spring pressure to 
hold the last 10 or 20 rounds tightly up 
against the feed lips, you will probably have 
too much pressure when the drum is loaded 
to capacity. As a consequence, until the 
drum has been partially emptied there is 
usually too much “stripping pressure.” 
When the bolt drives forward in counter- 
recoil it meets with excessive resistance as it 
attempts to strip the next round from the 
drum. The bolt’s forward velocity is re¬ 
duced to such an extent that it is still slowly 
rotating into the locked position in the barrel 
extension when the hammer starts to fall on 
the firing pin. The result is invariably a 
“light hit” with failure to ignite the primer. 
The operator’s only recourse is to retract the 
charging handle, extracting and ejecting the 
unspent round. This stoppage requires only 
seconds to clear, but could prove fatal on the 
battlefield. Early “waffle” pattern 20- 
round M16 magazines were prone to this 
problem. 

Each of these drums occasionally exhib¬ 
ited this condition, the MWG drum more 
often than the PRC entry. In addition, be¬ 
cause the MWG drum’s feed lips and fol¬ 
lower so closely resemble Colt’s magazine, 
we experienced several “bolt-over-base” 





IF YOU THINK YOU’VE GOT THE 
RIGHT STUFF 1 ,^ 1 ^ 

THE ULlJlMArB^<^ 

==G/IM£ ...13 FOR YOU!! 


Dealer Info. Write: THE ULTIMATE GAME: 
P.O. Box 1856, Ormonc^^ch, Florida 32075 
P.S. Call Us At: 904/677^75)9f or 904/677-4363 
Call Toll Free - 1-800-USA GAME or 1-800-872-4263 


AIRGUN COMBAT 
GAME EQUIPMENT 

We Will Not Be Undersold 
On Paint Pellets 

• Selection Of Marketing Guns 

• Washable Marking Pellets 

(4 Colors) 

• Complete Game Supplies 

• High Cash Profit!Low Prices 

• No Franchise or Royalty Fees 

• Bulk Rates 

• Prompt Professional Service 

• All Orders Shipped UPS 


Top Brass □ Red □ White □ Navy 


Address: 


Army□ RedD WhiteDNovy 


□ Red □ White □ Navy 


Ail Force □ Red □ White □ Navy 


State: 


Marines □ Red □ White □ Navy 


□ NoScnnnbledEggs 


Total Cap Order ^ S8.3S = $ 


□ Send Irdomigdcii on Group Discounts 


Cal. Res. Only Add 6% Sales Tai - S 


□ Visa □ MasterCard □ Check 


11.50 shipping per item = S 


Card No. : 


Total Enclosed » $ 


Eip.Dcte: 


Mail this order form and your check or money order to: 

MORRIS DESIGNS. P.O. Box 6702. Pt. Loma Station D, San Diego, CA 92106 


MARINES 


MnjmRY 
SPORTS CAP 


Collect all 5 of these beautifully designed, 

3'^ emblems on our highest-quality, 
custom-made, military-style sports caps. 

You can wear this cotton/twill cap with 
pride, anywhere you go. Utilizing a heavy 
frontal reinforcement, this comfortable cap fits 
all heads. 


ARMY NAVY AIR FORCE 
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• 3,000 BB’s per minute. 

• Effective range 50 yards. 

• Propelled by compressed air 
or 1 lb. cans of freon. 

Send check or money order*^; 

Larc Int., Inc • 736 Intki^^Rd, 

Longwood, FL 32750 f4305) 339-6699 

This jnusf be signed 3^04 

I Affirm Thai 1 Am Vears of Older 

Signed . .- 

Send me: DMm □M19-AMP DBoth 
Priidt)f1^TheFolk>wi^ ^ SonyNOC.0.0. 

Nan^___^_ 


A 


Shwl. 

City_ 


MEN. WOMEN, BOYS, GIRLS 
CURRENT GENUINE MILITARY GOV’T 
ISSUE M-65 FIELD COAT 

Woodland Camouflage and Olive Green 



The latest U.S. Army Field Jacket made ol 50% nylon 
and 50Po cotton with water repellency. Features a zip-in 
hood, heavy duty front zipper and snaps. Drawcord on 
the hood, waist and bottom of jacket Four (4} targe out¬ 
side pockets with snaps. Great tor skiing, bicycling, 
hunting, hiking, work or leisure. 

Men-Women Only Boys-Girls Only 
$39.50 $35.95 

SIZES; Men-Women—X-Smt Sml. Med. Lge. X-Lge 
COLORS: Men-Women—Woodland Camoullaga (Jlive 
Green. Swat Black. Jungle Tiger Stripe 
SIZES: Boys-Girls—Sml |4-o). Med fB-lO). Lge (12-14). 
X-Lge M6 l6) 

COLORS: Boys-Girls—Woodland Camouflage 
M 65 Button In Lining $15.50 plus S3.Q0 shipping & handling 
Send for Pro-Forma Invoice on Foreign Orders 
Mastercard and Visa accepted. Add 6%. 

Stale size and color and mail S39.50 or S35.95 plus 
$4.00 per jacket lor shipping and handling to. 

ALPINE MILITARY SALES 

P.O. Box 18380 • Knoxville, TN 37928-2380 
TELEPHONE NO: 615-922-7667 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back 


(the bolt overrides the cartridge base) stop¬ 
pages with this system. 

The plastic drum will either survive a 
drop test or shatter. The steel drum must be 
protected from dropping as its stamped, 
sheet-metal housing can be dented. 

Neither can be loaded quickly. It takes 
about five minutes to load the PRC drum 
and almost four minutes for the average 
operator to load The Ninety Rounder with 
the charger in place. 1 can load three 30- 
round M16 magazines, using a charger and 
stripper clips, with greater speed. 

If forced to choose, I would take the PRC 
drum with its vastly superior ergonomics 
and marginally greater reliability. Cost 
means nothing in these matters. 

Do drums like these have any legitimate 
military applications? Yes, albeit limited. 
They are well-suited to the M23J Firing 
Port Weapon on the M2 Bradley IFV (Infan¬ 
try Fighting Vehicle). When the M249 
SAW has been altered to fire from maga¬ 
zines more reliably, they would be some¬ 
what useful for sustained fire if belts were 
not available. Riflemen rarely shoot at air¬ 
craft anymore, but drums can be employed 
in perimeter defense, house clearing or 
some ambush scenarios. 

But don't let some lunatic tell you they 
can be used to “walk” a rifle or submachine 
gun onto a target with a 10- to J 5-round 
burst. You can be sure that anyone propos¬ 
ing such wasteful nonsense has never 
humped his ammo load in combat. Further¬ 
more, and far more important, if your oppo¬ 
nent has a weapon and knows how to aim it, 
you'd be dead meat before any of your bul¬ 
lets reached the sole of his combat boots. ^ 


BATTLE BLADES 

Continued from page 24 

lowing directions, so those of you who 
are feeling creative need to listen up. 
Perform the modifications in the se¬ 
quence listed. Do the guard first, then 
the blade and lastly the handle. The 
guard is big and clumsy and should be 
done first so that the rest of the knife is 
accessible. Do the blade next, because 
with the blade finished the material 
you remove from the handle serves as 
a means of altering the balance of the 
knife. 

If you do the handle and then the 
blade it is harder to arrive at the proper 
“feel” the knife should have. 

Your modified knife will not perform 
as well as a custom blade made by a 
good knifesmith, but it will give 
strength and cutting performance su¬ 
perior to knives costing much more. 
It’s tough, better balanced and takes 
and holds a very good edge for the 
price. 

All of the modifications listed can be 
done without power equipment. The 
knife shown with the modifications was 
done using only hand tools. No 


ENFORCERS 
OUTFITTING, INC. 

P.O. BOX554(c)'VILLAPARK. IL60181 
(312) 941-0615 


QUAN EACH TOTAL 


The Original XR 5000 Stun Gun™ 
by Nova 


$69.96 


Nova XR 5000 Police Special Stun 
Gun™ — available ONLY to 
Sworn Ofticers ordering upon 
Department Letiertieads which 
authorize purchase & street use 
of the weapon 


$79 95 


Power Top attachment by Genie 
Distr, fa use on the above Nova 
units, allows full power to be 
emitted from lop probes No loss 
of power to test aobes when 
being used on a resisting subject 
or attacker 


$ 595 


9V NiCad Battery and Battery 
Charger for above units 


$15 95 


Belt Clip-On Holder fa above 

Novas. — Nylon/Vinyl 


$12 95 


Black Rain Leather Duty Holsta fa 
Novas 


$1895 


Black Basketweave Leatha Duty 
Holsta for Novas 


$19 95 


Black Clarino Leather Duty Holster 
fa Novas 


$2195 


Mini-Mag Lites 


$1395 


Folding Baton w/Black Plain/ 
Basketweave Duty Leather 

Saings open to full size (23") 
Black, machined aluminum baton 
Can be worn comfortably on duty 
while riding In a Patrol Car, a 
concealed under jacket fa 
undercover/Detective use 


$6000 


2 02 FREEZE CS Tear Gas - 
Pasonal Defense size streama 


$ 750 


4 oz FREEZE CS Tear Gas - Fa 
Police Use Only Your Ster 
Department Name & TX numba 
MUST accompany ader 


$ 950 


8 02 MISTER CLEABOUT CS 
’Cold' Tear Gas Aaosol 

Grenades Municipal a Police 
Department Purchase Orders 
ONLY Will nd bum a explode 
Can be held in hand & directed 
for crowd dispersement 


$ 850 



$85 00 
Dz 


Aerosol Irritant Command Paks - 
Each Pak contains 

2 ea Regular MISTER 

CLEAROUT - 8 oz ea 

1 ea KH MISTER aEAROUT - 
8 oz w/plaslfc hose fa 
keyhole a under doa 

1 ea AE MISTER CLEAROUT - 
4 oz w/attachment to clear 
stubborn subject from a 
locked vehicle 

1 ea Regular FREEZE CS Tear 
Gas - 4 02 


$49 95 



TRAINING ON USE OF Sub-Total $ 

THE NOVA STUN GUN IL Residents ad 

IS AVAILABLE FOR 03/4% Stale Tax $ 

DEPARTMENTS. 

INQUIRE ON SHPG/HANDLG/INS $ 

LEHERHEAD 

TOTAL $ 


NAME 


Street Address 


Apt 

City 

State 

Zip 

Homo Phone ( ) 

□ Visa 

□ M/C 


Exp. Date 

NO COD'S. 

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. 
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MUST 95 EACH ^ 


The first choice of 
Special Forces. S.W.A.T 
learns and Police With 
this realistic action 
model you can hre the 
pellets as fast as you can 
pull the trigger 


flEMOVABLE 

MAGAZINE 


Rapid firing model 
of the weapon 
of the future 
Comes with 8-5hot 
magazine and 
detachable ttiescope 
style sight 


‘COMPETITION CUSSIG” 
SEMI'AUTOMATIG 
TAR6ET PISTOL 

Full size version of the world famous target 
pistol can fire all 50 pellets as last as you can 
pull the tngger ^ __, 


r^oTver 

This accurate target W y 
pistol looks and ^ 

feels like the famous sa 

snub nosed revolver 
in use by most detectives The cylinder 
swings out to take eight pellets 


MA6NUM .44 

M0DEL>1B0 

This model handgun 
fires pellets as 
fast as you can 
pull the trigger 
Load all SO pellets 
and fire away 


COLT “LONG RIFLE'* 

TARGET PISTOL 

This fulhsize model of the COO 
target pistol fires alt 50 pellets as 
fast as you can pull the trigger 


W Commando" type 
V machine pistol sprays 
' pellets into the target as fast 
as you can pull the trigger Comes with 
side mounted, detachable, ten round clip 


“TARGET -- 

MAGNUM" REVOLVER 

E)dra long target barrel and 
he-man gaps combine to give 
unusual accuracy The realistic 
cylinder reloads quickly with 
10 pellets 


PELLET FIRING! 

TARGET PISTOLS! FREE: 
TARGETS AMD 50 REOSARLE PELLETS 

YESy please tush me the 100% super tough plastic pellet-finng 
target weapon(s) I've checked below. Also include my FREE targets 
and 50 harmless reuseable plastic pellets with each weapon. I'm 
enclosing S4.^ plus 95C for postage and handling tor each target 
weapon I'm ordering. If t'm nolcornpfefe/ysaf/s/fedyou'll refund nry 
money right away. □ SEMl-AUTOMATfC MACHINE 

n INGRAM M-11 PISTOL 

SEMI-AUTOMATIC □ “TARGET MAGNUM' 

) MAGNUM 180 REVOLVER 

SEMI-AUTOMATIC □ COLT LONG RIFLE 

SNUB-NOSED REVOLVER SEMI-AUTOMATIC 

I A^FR ^FMi AiiTOMATir ^ COMPETHION CLASSIC 
LASER SEMf-AUTOMATfC SEMI-AUTOMATIC TARGET 


dly/StatefZIp 


NO PERMIT REQUIRED MICH RES. ADD SALES TAX 

GUARANTEED DISTRIBUTORS, Dept 269AN82 
County Road 687, Hartford. Michigan 49057 


attempt was made to buff or polish out 
any tool marks or scratches. With a 
little additional time and effort spent on 
spit and polish, this modified knife 
could be made to sparkle. ^ 

MICE AND MERCS 

Continued from page 39 

Chinese put suitcases on the table and 
opened them. They were neatly filled with 
$100 bills. 

The thij;d Chinese started talking to the 
man in the center. I didn’t understand the 
language, but he was a worried man. The 
boss man growled something back to him 
and closed his suitcase. The other man did 
the same. Ted told me to go back to the 
motel and wait while they worked out the 
problem. 

Ted came back alone a while later. I 
could tell the problems hadn’t been worked 
out because Ted immediately started talking 
about cutting costs — from $750,000 to 
around $480,000. He said the third Chinese 
had promised his share of the money but 
was trying to pull some switch-around deal. 
He had planned to borrow the cash from a 
loan shark, show it at the meeting and then 
return it while he worked up some other 
financing. 

Godfrey came back into the room and 
told Ted he wanted to talk to him outside. I 
was starting to get some bad feelings about 
my part in this operation. Arrangements 
were being made that I didn’t know about. 
Ted was talking about cutting out a lot of the 
weapons we’d need on the beach. He also 
seemed to now be running this op, and both 
he and Godfrey were cooling toward me. 

I was also getting pissed off about pay¬ 
ment for this deal. Godfrey had said he 
wanted us to stay on after the coup to train 
the army, at $3,000 a month. He’d also 
promised other ‘ ‘bonuses’ ’ that would make 
it worth my while. 1 knew there was a ton of 
money in the Ghanaian banks and a lot to be 
made from the diamond and gold mines. If 1 
was going to shoot it out on the beaches, I 
wanted some of it. 

Ted and Godfrey' came back into the 
motel room and we immediately got into a 
fight about my cut in this deal. Ted said I’d 
only get the $3,000 promised to me. God¬ 
frey said the banks had no money, that 
Rawlings had taken it all. 1 asked about the 
diamond and gold mines. 

‘ ‘The Argentine banker’s going to get the 
diamond concession,” Ted told me. “The 
Israelis are going to get a share of the gold 
mines and so will the Libyans and the Brits. 
You’re out of that end of it.” 

‘ ‘What the fuck’s your cut in this deal?’ ’ I 
shouted at him. “Are you hitting the 
beaches with us?” 

He shook his head. “Fve only been con¬ 
tracted to get the weapons and the boat. I’ll 
be handling the boat while you guys attack 
the beach.” 

Fuck that. I could have killed them both 




So light and com- ^ 

pact. The versatile, 
timeless Klepper 

America the world's fore- , 

most folding boat, con go onto 
a ptane, or into your car trunk. Stow 
in two pock-bogs and enjoy the ultimate 
in travel freedom. Ifs a professlonars 
boot, ideal for beginners. 

^^ A true year'round 
^ wPy .^^^1 L>oat, It sets up In 
^ ' M ^iriutes for river 
touring,lakecruls- 
... ing, some whlte- 

V / - . water, fishing, 
soiling, and sport 

_rowing. Klepper 

devebped and continues to lead in sea 
kayaking. And the Atlantic has been 
crossed by Kleppers. 

Get more information about I 

these legends. Send for a free 
illustrated brochure and choose ||| 
the boat to fit your recreation 
needs. ffilFml 


;(^AMERICA\<«g ” 

1 35 Union Square West, kayaks 

New York, New York 10003 sOF-147 

I Please send information on: 

' □ folding boats □ kayaks 

I □ accessories 


I Name. 


Address. 
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TOE SHIMS nmnur 

OUT OF THIS WORLD VALUE 


fAe imWfiDATOR ENERGY FIELD 


The Springfield Armory SAR”48 (.308 Cal.) is 
an exact duplicate of the universally praised 
FAL/LAR military rifle. Like the European 
original, the SAR-48 boasts quality that’s out 
of this world...but an affordable price that’s 
really down to earth. Now the SAR-48 family 
Includes five different models: get acquainted 
with all of them at your favorite dealer’s: 

SAR-48 Std Model 

It’s newly manufactured from forged steel 
parts, including a forged receiver and a 
hammer forged chrome lined barrel. All parts 
are 100% interchangeable with the metric 
originals. Its low price makes It one of the 
best buys anywhere. 

SAR-48 “Bush” Rifle 

It comes with a short 18” barrel and the 
standard SAR-48 stock. 

SAR-48 Model 22 

It’t not a conversion; it’s a precise copy of the 
SAR-48 Std Model, but chambered in .22LR. 


SAR-48 Heavy Barrel 

Quality built from actual FAL military parts, 
plus Springfield’s premium quality SAR-48 
forged receiver. The result is a super accurate, 
super quality exotic with a chrome lined 
barrel, attached bipod, wood stock, and 
wraparound handguard. Like all ^R-48s, It’s 
value priced. 

SAR-48 Para Model 

Compact firepower in .308 Cal., and it’s all 
new production. You've been asking for this 
folding stock version of the SAR-48...now 
you’ve got It. Two different barrel lengths 
available. SAR-48 Para in .223 Cal. coming in 
late ’87. 

The SAR-48 family. A new world of quality 
and value. 

Send $3 for current 


four-color catalog. 






Section SH-5, 420 West Main Street, Geneseo, Illinois 61254 
(309) 944-5631 


T.M. 


VISUALLY INTIMIDATING HIGH INTENSITY DISCHARGE AFFECTIVE 
UPTO 20' ON MOST ATTACKERS. JACK FOR RECHARGING, SAFETY 
SWITCH, AND ALL NECESSARY LABELING. 

SEND $99.50 

To AMAZING CONCEPTS, dept, sof 

BOX 716, AMHERST, NH 03031 


NONLETHAL 


STUNS 

AND 

IMMOBILIZES 


right there. Ted said we should all relax and 
get back together in a few days. I caught a 
cab and went back to my hotel in Queens. 

I had one more meeting with Ted a couple 
of days later. Godfrey wasn*t there. We 
talked about how we’d get the meres from 
the States to Buenos Aires. Ted said they’d 
organized visas for us and that we’d be 
walked through customs when we arrived 
— no questions asked. He also mentioned 
that Bob Foti was in on the deal and that Foti 
wanted John Early to be put in charge. 

When he told me that, I knew i was out of 
the operation. But by that stage 1 didn’t 
really care. Too many people knew what 
was going on. And 1 didn’t know if all the 
money and gear that were promised would 
ever turn up. I was running short of cash and 
Godfrey wasn’t giving me any more. 

I gave Ted my home telephone number 
and told him he could contact me there if he 
wanted to talk again. 

I was flat broke and owed something like 
$1,000 on my phone bill when I got home. 
Neither Ted nor Godfrey called me again 
and Foti didn’t tell me shit when 1 called 
him. 

1 heard the job had been cancelled, was 
back on again, then cancelled again. Final¬ 
ly, around the middle of March, I read a 
news story that eight meres had been 
arrested in Brazil. Their boat had broken 
down off Rio and the meres had been 
arrested on contraband charges. 

The story also said the meres claimed 
they were working for the Ghanaian Minis¬ 
try of Defense — acting as guards for the 
weapons and other gear. It was a good cover 
and I hoped they’d get away with it. Last I 
heard they were facing charges running 
from illegal entry to arms smuggling into 
Brazil, which could cost them four years in 
Rio’s central prison. 

I’m Just fucking glad 1 wasn’t there. 

Next month, Senior Editor John Coleman 
carries on with this incredible saga of the 
Boys in Brazil. In part two, SOF will uncov¬ 
er the meres ’ departure from Miami to their 
link with the Argentine intelligence that 
organized the weapons; the first seeds of 
doubt and double-cross; beat-searing days 
aboard the Nobistor; the meres’ arrest and 
imprisonment in Brazil and their abandon¬ 
ment by the U.S. State Department. If 
you 're looking for a textbook example of 
modern-day mere work — Murphy's Law 
style — then stay with us next month. 

— The Editors ^ 


“PLATOON” 

Continued from page 83 

Despite the extraordinary efforts of Stone 
and Dye, something that doesn’t quite be¬ 
long occasionally pops up in the movie. As 
the movie opens, the unit identification 
flashed on the screen should have been the 
25lh Infantry Division rather than simply 
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the 25th Infantry, which implies a regimen¬ 
tal designation. In one scene a close-up of 
an M60 machine gun reveals a belt of blanks 
hanging from the breech. Somehow a Cold 
Steel Tanto, a 1980s knife, finds its way 
onto somebody’s web gear. 

But these errors are easy to forgive in a 
movie that is all too real. In the average war 
movie, insignificant minutiae like these 
would be lost amid the Ramboesque antics 
Hollywood usually tries to pass off as 
“real.” Mentioning them here is merely an 
exercise in self-defense. Failure to point 
them out would result in a flood of mail 
from our alert readers. 

Dye’s efforts to make the movie as real as 
possible went beyond preparing the wardrobe 
and occasional suggestions on the set. When 
the actors who had been cast were informed 
via a polite letter that they would undergo 
rigorous military-style training before filming, 
five decided not to take the job. 

Training started shortly after arrival in the 
Philippines. The Hollywood actors, now 
under Dye’s command, spent two weeks in 
the bush carrying out patrols, digging their 
own foxholes, subsisting on C-rations, 
humping through the jungle, firing their 
weapons and having their night’s sleep in¬ 
terrupted by two-hour shifts on watch. 

The 14-day course instruction included 
weapons nomenclature and maintenance 
(American and ComBloc), fieldcraft, field 
sanitation, land navigation and individual 
protective measures. After these fun¬ 
damentals, Dye’s “troops” advanced to 
mines and booby traps, including employ¬ 
ment of claymores, attacks on fortified posi¬ 
tions, evacuation of wounded and helicop¬ 
ter ops. 

All of this concluded with an actual patrol 
requiring that troops execute a cordon and 
search operation. Encountered in the course 
of the patrol were ambushes and booby traps 
set by Dye. 

How did they take it? According to Dye, 
“At first they were just shocked. They 
couldn’t believe we were going to go this far 
with it.” Ivan Kane, who portrays “Tony,” 
the platoon sergeant’s RTO, thought, “OK, 
so they’re going to have us living in a bar¬ 
racks, doing a few pushups. ’ ’ But shortly after 
touching down in Manila, he realized this was 
not going to be the case. “Before we knew it, 
we had humped 15 klicks into the jungle and 
Dye told us, ‘Dig a hole, girls, ^at’s your 
home for the next two weeks.’ ” 

What was the result of this Dale A. Dye/ 
Attila the Hun school of method acting? When 
filming started immediately after training end¬ 
ed, the actors looked just like tired, battered, 
veteran grunts should look. But Dye’s hard 
training had produced more than believable 
appearances. His leadership had formed in the 
platoon of actors the same camaraderie, fric¬ 
tions and friendly competition found in pla¬ 
toons of soldiers. They began to pull together 
as a functioning unit. It was then Dye knew it 
was all going to work. “Once they understood 
they were going to survive, that they could 
rely on each other as an infantry platoon does, 
they began to enjoy it in a perverse sort of way. 



DEALERS WANTED 

RUN YOUR OWN GAMES 
MAKE $1,000.00 A DAY PROFIT 

WE MANUFACTURE WATER 
SOLUABLE PELLETS 
.68 CAL. .62 CAL. .50 CAL. 

WE GUARANTEE THE LOWEST 
BULK PRICES 



3357 SPOT MARKER 
SIX SHOT REPEATER 

$79.00 


WAR QAMES AIR GUN SUPPLY 

3876 MIDHURST LANE MISSISSAUGA, ONTARIO L42 1C7 
(416) 848-4844 


WE GUARANTEE 48 HOUR 
DELIVERY TO MOST STATES IN USA 


NOW AVAILABLE 62 CALIBER 4” 
SNUGNOSE BARREL $99 




SOF WORLD TOUR JACKET 

For the past ten years you’ve traveled with 
us all over the globe featuring: 


Afghanistan 

Angola 

Burma 

Cambodia 

Costa Rica 

Cuba 

Et Salvador 


Grenada 

Guatemala 

Honduras 

Israel 

Korea 

Laos 


Lebanon 

Nicaragua 

Pakistan 

S. Africa 

Thailand 

Vietnam 

Zimbabwe 


Black Nylon Satin Jacket with Flannel Lining 
$49.95 plus $1.75 postage and handling 


Send Check or Money Order to: 
SOF Exchange, Dept. SF-487 
P.O. Box 687 
Boulder, Colorado 80306 
For VISA and MasterCard Orders: 
(303) 449-3750 


“All-Weather Protection 

Sword 
Umbrella^ 


P 



Blade Hidden 
Inside 
Umbrella 
Shaft 


i: 


Protect 
Yourself 

T ThisSWOHD 
/ UMBRELLA helps keep 
you dry—and safe from 
muggers! The sharp, 10" 

' surgical stainless blade 
gives you peace of mind to 
Imow it’s ready to draw 
instantly. 


70" Long 
Surgical 
Stainless 
Blade 


Blade flexes up to 30° without 
taking a set and has a 2 !/ 2 " long, 
tapered point designed for deep 
penetration. It’s virtually 
undetectable in the secure double 
lock system which is totally 
separate from the umbrella 
mechanism to prevent accidental 
openings of the blade. 

The classic, black nylon 
umbrella—the kind found in the 
finest specialty shops—is the best 
obtainable. Telescopes to just 18Vi" 
overall and weighs only 18 oz. 

Finally, you can get a good looking, 
folding SWORD/UMBRELLA at an 
aR'ord^le price. 

/J'3-LW.222.$49.95. 

Yes, Please Rush Me 
_ "All Weather Protection" 

SWORD UMBRELLAS @ $49.95 each. 
Please add $3.25 for shipping & insurance. 



Name_ 

Address _ 

City_ 

State_ 


ATLANTA CUTLERY. 
Box 839 LW 
Conyers, Ga. 30207 


_ Zip- 

For Fastest Service 

CaUTOJJ^FBEE 

1*800-241*3596 
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Inconspicuous, 


The Grande: 1.5 ounces of discreet 
protection;. ?,5 inches of superbly 
crafted 420 stainless steel. One-hand 
opens the razor-sharp locking blade. 
The Grande: From the Executive Edge® 
family of fine blades. At better cutlery 


B Ie P Trading Company 

P.O. Box 1023, Fair Oaks, CA 9S628 
fBOQ) 423-7025 {ext 26} 

426-7324 {ext 26) In CA 

CA reyider^ls add S% \3ia 




andjsporting goods dealers, or send 
$29.95 + 2.00 postage and Handling to: 



Careers in Secret Operations 

Finding employment with CIA, FBI, DEA, the 
Secret Service, National Security Agency, and 
all services involved in clandestine operations. 

A “must” book, says ex-CIA Director 
Richard Helms. 

By David Atlee Phillips, a 25-year CIA veteran and 
founder of the Association of Former Intelligence 
Officers. Job descriptions and application tips and 
more. Phillips knows his stuff and tells you how 
to become a secret operative. Chapters on 
undercover operations, hazards of the trade, 
agent handling, opportunities for those without 
college degrees, and the agent’s jargon. In spy lingo, this 
book shows you how to “put in the plumbing” for an exciting and 
rewarding intelligence career. 


$8.95 prepaid: STONE TRAIL PRESS, Box 34320, Dept. SF, Bethesda, MD 20817 


I 


'I 



GENUINE EUROPEAN STILETTOS 

Authentic old world styling • Stainless blades • Double locking action 
Handle choice: Genuine stag, genuine buffalo horn or blackwood 
Brass lined • Distinctive blade etching • Smooth action 
German made (Kissing Crane) 

Price includes shipping in the U.S. All others add $5.00. 

30 day money back guarantee. 

Mastercard and Visa. Call (616) 754-6694. 

Catalog with survival knives, butterfly and concealable knives, Apollo 
optics, Mag-lites free with order. Catalog $2.00. Dealer inquiry welcome. 

Price of knives: 3Ve closed.$14.99 

4V2 closed.$17.50 

47/8 closed.$19.99 

When ordering state what kind of handle you want along with the size. 

§reat Lakes T)istnbutmg 

600 W. Orange, Greenville, Michigan ^8838; (616) 75^-669^ 



\ 



Phone (303) 449-3750 


SELOUS 

SCOUTS 


Top Secret War by Lt. Col. Ron Reid Daly. 
This book describes the role of this famous 
unit in Rhodesia’s war against terrorism. 
432 pages with over 40 pages of color and 
b&w photos and drawings. Hardcover. Item 
#8001 $30.00 plus $1.75 p&h. 

Send orders to: SOF EXCHANGE 
P.O. Box 687 
Boulder, Colorado 80306 

PhOBC orders for VISA or MASTERCARD only (303) 449-3750 



Selous Scouts 

Top Secret War 


LtCoi. Ron Reid Daly 


I knew then that we had an infantry platoon. ’’ 
According to Kane, “^‘We became brothers. 
We still hang out together and talk about it. 
We went through an experience we won’t 
forget.” 

In an industry known for egos, they 
didn’t present a problem within the platoon. 
Said Kane, “My hooch-mate was Beren- 
ger. Here I was, a supporting character in 
the same foxhole as the star. But it wqsn’t a 
typical star/supporting actor relationship. 
The star system broke down the minute we 
got into the jungle — we were all grunts.” 

Stone’s commitment to realism is what 
makes the film work. “Platoon” doesn’t 
have heroics that change the tide of battle, 
waving flags, a triumphant return to a grate¬ 
ful nation or the defeat of an evil enemy — 
all the things that have made war films 
popular with American audiences. All this 
is replaced by a truly intensive look at the 
lives of a group of men at war. 

The images portrayed in “Platoon” are 
images of fear, counting days left in¬ 
country, frustration, casual brutality, ex¬ 
haustion from humping 60 pounds of gear 
through the jungle, sudden and extreme vio¬ 
lence, and death. 

Film is the perfect medium for showing 
what war feels like. And that is “Platcxin’s” 
crowning achievement. Like a conveyor belt, 
film pulls you along at its own pace, producing 
images when it sees fit. Watching the iBlm 
makes you feel like you’re on patrol, knowing 
that something out of your control can occur at 
any moment. 

However, film is a bad medium for close 
analysis. You can’t turn back pages and 
re-examine passages or stop the flow of 
images to concentrate on a single scene. 
And it is here that Stone’s artful use of 
powerful, realistic images contradicts his 
goal of portraying realism in “Platoon.” 

Though based on Stone’s experience of 
15 months in-country, at which time he 
witnessed drug abuse, murder, rape and 
other wartime atrocities, “Platoon” leaves 
us with the incorrect impression that such 
activity defined American involvement in 
that war. What Stone did was condense into 
a two-hour movie a hefty collection of rep¬ 
rehensible acts and unforgiving behavior, 
all of which, admittedly, did occur during 
the war, but occurred over a period of iO 
years. While this technique does give the 
film its dramatic, larger-than-life quality, it 
also distorts the truth by amplifying it. In so 
doing, “Platoon,” like many of its prede¬ 
cessors, ends up reinforcing the negative 
stereotypes many people already have about 
the Americans who fought in Vietnam. 

By showing what war feels like — con¬ 
stant hardship, impossible missions and 
confrontation with death at the hands of an 
unseen enemy— “Platoon” should at least 
leave audiences with an empathy for the 
men we sent to Vietnam. It is hoped that this 
increased empathy will lead to greater re¬ 
spect for the i^ericans who fought there. 

If this happens, and I believe it will, veter¬ 
ans and the country they served will be better 
off for “Platoon” having been made. 
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TIMBERSHEPHERD^** 

TIMBERWOLF/GERMAN SHEPHERD HYBRID 

As seen in S-W. A.T. K+EigaEine. November 1983 
and Survival Guide M ng ^ Auguai. 1984 


20 Acres (or more) starting at $6950. with $500. down. 
$98.22/month. Near Beautiful Yellowstone Park and 
National Forests. In the heart of trophy elk< deer, moose, 
antelope and turkey hunting. Blue ribbon trout streams. 
Guaranteed Access. INSURED TITLE AND WARRANTY 
DEED. Your Inspection Welcomed. FREE Color Brochure 
Video Tapes Available. 

Call Today TOLL FREE: 1-800-252-5263 
Yellowstone Basin Properties 
1119 N. 7th Ave., Dept. SF. P.O. Box 3027 
Bozeman. MT 59772-3027 • (406) 587-5469 


AUTHORS WANTED 
BY N.Y. PUBLISHER 

A well-known New York subsidy book 
publisher is searching for manuscripts 
worthy of publication. Fiction, non-fic¬ 
tion, poetry, juveniles, travel, scientific, 
specialized and even controversial sub¬ 
jects will be considered. If you have a 
book-length manuscript ready for publi¬ 
cation (or are still working on it), and 
would like more information and a free 
booklet, please write: 

VANTAGE PRESS, DEPT. DA-58 
516 W. 34th St., New York, N.Y. 10001 


LOYAL • INTELLIGENT • COMPANION FOR YOUR 
FAMILY’S SECURITY WHILE YOU’RE AWAY. 

EVEN TEMPERAMENT ideal for the family and kids. 
DO NOT CONFUSE the TIMBERSHEPHERD^w with the 
Vi wolf % Shepherd mix, poorly bred, unpredictable and 
unsuitable as a stable home companion or working dog. 
THE TIMBERSHEPHERDT« is 37.5% TIMBERWOLF/ 
62.5% GERMAN IMPORT SHEPHERD 4th generation hybrid, 
taking 7 years to produce from North American Gray 
Timberwolves and the Finest German Import Shepherds. 
LONGER LIFE SPAN/KEENER SENSES over the Ger¬ 
man Shepherd, Rottwieler, or Doberman Pincher. 
OUR TRAINING RESOURCES are extensive, employing 
latest techniques and standards currently in use by the 
U.S. Dept, of Defense Military Working Dog Program. 
FULL HEALTH, TEMPERAMENT. HIP GUARANTEES. 
-SHIPPING AVAILABLE WORLDWIDE.- 

LRRP SECURITY SERVICES, INC. 

Box 1620 HMC, Aiken, S.C. 29801 (803) 649-5936 (244K}ur) 

- SEND RDQ U.& FUNDS FOR BROCHURE - 


• Unique skeletal monobiock blade/handle design 
allows for a rugged, full size knife that Is light to carry. 

• Trap oor handle contains a lithium powered 
flashlight that Is waterproof to 300 ft. and has a 10 
year shelf life. 

• Revolutionary exposed blade, quick-draw sheath 
allows instant knife release with its ambidextrous latch. 

• Sheath’s Survival Module contains a precision 
compass, instant fire starter, reel fishing system, 
animal snare, and signaling mirror. 

#T6300 WILDERNESS EDGE 

SILVER BLADE.$129.95 TSmi l 

#T6300B WILDERNESS EDGE 

BLACK BLADE.$139.95 


All merchandise guaranteed by Manufacturer. 

Visa/MasterCard accepted. Orders paid with Money Order or Credit 
Card sent immediately. Personal check orders held 3 weeks. 


/ Train for an Exciting Career as a 

W GUN EXPERT 

previous experience needed. Learn at 
' .vmi home in spare time. As a gun professional" 
you will be an expert in ballistics and 
reloading. Know how to accurize. 
customize, repair almost any firearm, 
custommake ammunition, rechoke shot- 
\ guns, fit and finish stocks. 

START MAKING MONEY! 

Wm \ business full or part-time or 

others. We show you how to apply 
j for a federal firearms license so you can 
Iv I ^ student. Learn 

^ about guns, scopes, ammo and accesso- 
Ties at closeout prices. Gun repair tools 
included with course. SEND FOR FREE FACTS! 

I North Am^c^ School of Firearms, Dept. RSoS? 

( 925 Oak Street. Scranton. PA 18508 . 

Rusn me kee iaci$ now i can train at name to oe a gurt expert No otit>gai«n ana I 
10 salesman w n visit ■ 


GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION 
Box 191S Hanover, Mass. 02339 

Rush FREE facts. Show mil how I can team at home to be a Private 
Investigator. No obligation. No salesman wilt call. 

NAME. age 


ACT 


NOW 


• HOME & FAMILY PROTECTION 

• POLICE PATROL 

• SCOUTING & TRACKING 

• EXPLOSIVE DETECTION 

All trainers Dept, of Defense Certified. 
Pups & professionai training avaiiabie. 

FULL HEALTH, TEMPERAMENT, & 
HIP GUARANTEES 

SHIPPING AVAILABLE WORLDWIDE 
“Bred solely by”... 

LRRP SECURITY SERVICES, INC. 

Box 1620 KMC, Aiken, S.C. 29801 (803) 649^936 (24^r) 

- SEND $3.00 U.S. FUNDS FOR BROCHURE - 


Be a DETECTIVE 


IE 

SILVER 


] Man 

w'Wlto is a 
T apart 


OHUIVE HORIZONS 

P.0.B0X 10952 
PARKVILLE.MD. 21234 
J0I-882-S664 


Stfrii 
To C) 


Prices Subiect 


“For An Education That Works” 


Send order to; Mil CORP. DEPT. A 
P.O. Box 460329 Los Angeles, CA 90048 
213-933-S924. Toll free outside Calif. 1-600'247-6ie3 
PiBHBH inclUdH tj 5Q fbl- jrtd nj^npIlMC. 


_Afle_ 


j Clty/Ststa/Ztp_ 

I Phone Number ( 


APRIL 67 


SOLBIER OF FORTUNE 103 










































SUPPLY LOCKER 


New From 


CLOAK & DAGGER 



i3 O 

»'8ys 


P1ACV50G 

As^hJance Com- 

rstaiid. Vktrlflfn SUtdaes & 

Phs^^TvaUfJnrlL Qmupl was the 
HiahLY SECRET c^1te unit lUal 
gpt!riiL4!cl imdpr Ihr. direct con¬ 
trol of U.S rrflitsFy Intelligence 
^ the CIA- OUT MACVSOQ 
CtesL has been faithfully 
Teprtsduced in the original, 
5 colors. 


in hllirjL 
Ftlnyfd hsiiiri; 

5-M L-AL ii;t Ih| 

CcfBfnJc 
Coflee Mug 


950 

9*0 


VtiAPPSAK 


HOW TO DISAPPEAR 
COMPLETELY 
AND NEVER BE FOUND 
by Doug Richmond 

Heavy-duty disappearing techniques for 
those with a '‘need to know!"This book tells 
you how to pull off a disappearance, and 
how to stay free and never be found. It 
analyzes all the ways you could be found by 
whoever might be looking for you — and 
tells you how to evade their pursuit. It also 
tells how to plan for a disappearance, how to 
arrange for new identification, how to get a 
job, establishing credit, finding a place to 
live, and even how to stage a “Pseudocide" 
to make your pursuers think you are dead! 

Also included are cases histories, how to 
avoid leaving a paper trail, how to make it 
appear you have left the country, and much 
more! Everything you need to know about 
How To Disappear Completely And Never 
Be Found is in this amazing new book! 

1986, 5 V 2 X 8 V 2 , 107 pp, soft cover. $13.00 
postpaid. 


rs. 

Loompanics Unlimited PO Box 1197 < 

Port Townsend, WA 98368 O 

(/) 

Please rush copies of HOW TO 

DISAPPEAR to me at the following address. 

I have enclosed $13.00 per copy which 
includes shipping and handling. 

Name. 

Address. 

City/State/Zip. 


The famous C.I.A. 

“Get out of jail free” card 


An exact reprint of the C.I.A. Covert Opera- 
tions I.D. card carried by members of the 
SOG (Studies and Observations Group) in 
S.E. Asia during the Viet Nam Era. 

. .Do not detain or question him! He is 
authorized to wear civilian clothing, carry 
unusual personal weapons, pass into res- 
tricted areas, requisition equipment of all 
types ..." 

“If he is killed, do not remove this document 
from him! Etc. . . printed in three colors' 


SOLD AS A WAR $ 5.00 


RELIC ONLY! 

Devil’s Brigade 

Box 1625, Dept. A-2 
El Dorado, Ar 71730 


_ guaranlflBd^ 

6D page catolog 
$ 1.00 

(Free with order) 



' ACCURATE 
' 100% MADE IN U.S.A. 
' RELIABLE 

$21995 


NEW! 


Sugg. Retail 

*19995 


Call or write for FREE brochure 
FFL Dealer Inquiries 

FEATHER ENTERPRISES 
2300 CENTRAL AVE #K 
Dept. SOF 

BOULDER, CO 80301 
303-442-7021 


THE APPLEGATE-FAIRBAIRN 



THE ONLY FIGHTING KNIFE 
EVER DESIGNED ON THE 
BASIS OF ACTUAL MILI¬ 
TARY COMBAT EXPER¬ 
IENCE. 

• Designed in 194 -' ■ ' OSS 
Col. Rex Applegate Brit¬ 
ish Capt. W.E. Fairbairn to be 
the successor to the classic 
Fairbairn-Sykes commando 
knife, 

• Custom double-edge blade 
of 154 cm stainless steel. 

• Critically acclaimed in 
reviews by AMERICAN 
BLADE. KNIFE WORLD, 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, 
GUNG HO AND GUNS. 

FREE INFORMATION 
PACKAGE 

Write for complete information 
on the history, manufacture, 
performance and exclusive 
combat features of this weapon 
WELLS CREEK KNIFE 
AND GUN WORKS 
32956 State Hwy 38 
Scottsburg, OR 97473 



RREWORKS 



• BOTTLE ROCKETS 

• FIRECRACKERS 

• COLOR CATALOG 

with every purchase 
of fireworks 

Send to: 

NEPTUNE FIREWORKS CO. 

P.O. BOX 398 DEPT. A04 
□ANIA, FL 33004 

1-800-835-5236 
in FL: (305) 920-6770 

Void where rmhibitpd- 


$11.95 

SECRETS OF MODERN 
KNIFE FIGHTING 

by David Steele 

8V2"x 11," 149 pages, 180 photos. Knife Fighting history, 
techniques, and strategy to insure the personal survival of 
Law Enforcement, Military, and Civilian who must: “GO IN 
HARMS WAY,” 




HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 

state of the art investigative/surveillance techatques from the 
worlds best intelligence organizations. "Possibly the most 
dangerous book ever published;” NBC News states,.. $33.00 


r 


$22.95 

THE 

ANARCHIST 

COOKBOOK 

by William Powell 


The original, once restricted, now avaitabie. 





$11.95 

MERCENARY’S 
MANUAL 
VO. II 

written by Terry ErtwarrJs 
' edited by Robert K. Brown 

This technical book is the condensation of manuals, books, 
interviews, ARTICLES, and personal experience dealing with 
every aspect of the profession and is intended to broaden the 
knowledge and contribute to the survival of soldiers and meres. 
Paperback, 324 pgs., 300 photos & drawings. 


SURVIVAL BOOKS 


11106 MAGNOLIA BLVD., N. HOLLYWOOD. CA 91601 • AHN. MARY 
(B18) 763-0804 OPEN 7 DAYS 

Prices sub)eci to change • Catalog 52 00 • Orders paid with money order 
or credit card sent immediately, personal checK orders held 4 weeks 
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MiuterCaid. VISA ACCEPTED 
Stimmiim cf«Jit C4frf order ^25 00 


Name - 
Address 


1987 GOVERNMENT 
ISURPLUS DIRECTORY!; 


and a coupon for 
FREE BINOCULARS 


Vvy Jr '^Moneyback Guarantee 

JEEPS, CARS as low as $30. BOATS, HELICOPTERS. 

, TYPEWRITERS. TRUCKS. You can still buy 5,000,000 items 
from the US. Government. This manual shows you how to find 
these bargains in your area at TREMENDOUS SAVINGS. Some 
I actual prices . CARS $30, PICKUPS $40. SHIRTS 225 
Buy for as little as 1iP on the dollar. 

■ THIS NEW 1987 up-to-date directory includes a Bidders 
I List Application and listing of Defense Sales Offices. Our 
I BIGGEST MOST COMPREHENSIVE DIRECTORY Plus FREE 
' BINOCULARS Coupon only $4.00 SURPLUS, DEPT. B198 
BOX 90046, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20066 


LEGENDARY 

ARMS, INC. 


Small Samurai (Shoto) 


NINJA TO 
Kern #S10 
Spring Steel Blade 


U.S.1860 
CAVALRY SABER 
ll•m use. 


FENCING FOIL 
Item «S4, 


Refugee Relief International, Inc. 


PROVIDE HELP 


Our e.Kpertl.sc in getting dedicated medical person¬ 
nel into hostile areas. Wc don't squander your dona¬ 
tions, What you give gels to the people you inientl to 
help (and we make sure of it). 

Wc believe in President ReaganVs challenge for-the 
"private sector” to parallel government efforts in 
supplying needed assistance to those suffering in the 
midst of armed confficis. 

Our volunteers are non-salaricd but aid is required to 
gel them and their medical supplies to target areas. Wc 
need YOUR TAX-DEDUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTION.S. 
(Our Federal Identification # is: 74-2255573.) Please 
include a packing list and name of donor with all 
donations. Also, indicate whether or not you’d like this 
information printed. 

For further information, contact: "" 

Refugee Relief International, Inc. 

P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, Colorado 80306 


WHAT MAKES THIS 
THE WORLD’S MOST 
COPIED JACKET? 


It s in the rich grain and 
hand-stitched detailing 
of our leather A2 flight 
^ ^jacket. Honoring a bold 
WWII classic, it puts 
individuality and pride 

? 

f jp*;U.S.A. of fine goat- 

^ we Lifetime 

^ Guarantee it. 


/(V, V*Comfortable Dacron 
'4 lining, knit wool 
cuffs and waist. 
Size.s 32-50, reg, and 
brown. 

$19$ plus $3 shipping. 
CA add 6% sales tax. 
Check, Visa or Mastercard 
accepted. Call 1-800-223-6976; 
in CA call 1-800-227-6976. 


Request Our Catalog 

1986 edition has 48 pages of 
adventure styles not sold in 
stores. Send $1 to 1675-D 
Pioneer, El Cajon, CA 92020. 


^FLIGHT SUITS 






O Terrorism 
© Violent Assault 
O Privacy Invasion 
© "Bugs" 8i Telephone Taps 
© Burglary/Theft— 

Home, Car or Business 
© Natural and Man-Made 
Disasters 

Send for our latest catalog of hard- 
to-find, state-of-the-art, security 
and personal protection products. 

including; hidden safes, laser gunsighes, bulletproof 
clothing, elearonlc briefcases, night vision,stun guns, 
tear gas, privacy assurance devices and much more... 

SEND (SSdIscount 

^ coupon included 
X ® catalog) 

/ ^ EXCCUnVE PBOTECnON 
—I PBODDCT8 Df C. 

1834 First St., Ste 3 
^ Napa,CA 945S9 

For Visa/MC call (707) 253-7142 


ONLY... 

$1295 


DEFEND YOURSELF 
AGAINST ATTACKERS 

> PACKS A POWERFUL WALLOP! 

\ SNAP-OUT 

\ WHAMMY 
WsX STICK 

■ ^17 Inch Rod Whips Out 

I From 8 Inch Handle 


Defend yourself! Whammy stick puts a fistful of 
fury into your hands. Keep stray dogs at bay . . . 
keep attackers far, far away! Specially weighted, 
rugged steel! 17" rod whips out from 8" handle. 
One single blow sends attacker reeling from the 
Impact. Great peace of mind for anyone who must 
walk alone at night. Wrap around wrist thong and 
vinyl grip. 

No. 2174—Telescoping Whammy Stick.$12.95 


Send Order To: FOSTER-TRENT, INC., Dept. g61-E 
2345 BOSTON POST RD., LARCHMONT, NY 10538 
Include $2.25 Postage & Handling. 


GET LOST 


HOW TO GET LOST AND 
START ALL OVER AGAIN 
by Gary B, Clark 

This book is for all people who are so 
troubled by financial problems that the only 
solution seems to be to "get lost" from it all. 
The first half of this book deals with the 
financial problems that might makea person 
want to get lost. The other half provides 
information on how to get lost. The reader 
is left with these choices: Deal with the 
problems and overcome them; Get lost on a 
short term basis, then deal with your 
problems; Get lost on a permanent basis and 
start all over again. Other topics covered are: 
How to establish fake identification, a fake 
job history; What you should do if you can’t 
pay your debts: How to get money to Get 
Lost with; Keeping your creditors at bay, so 
you can start all over again, and much more. 

In today’s plastic world, it is easy to get in 
over your head — If this happens to you, you 
will need to know How To Get Lost And Start 
All Over Again. 

1986, 5^/2 X 8 V 2 , 138 pp, soft cover. $10.95 
postpaid. 


Loompanics Unlimited PO Box 1197 
Port Townsend. WA 98368 

Please rush copies of HOWTO GET LOST 
to me at the following address. I have 
enclosed $10.95 per copy which Includes 
shipping and handling. 


City/State/Zip 
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SUPPORT AFGHAN 
FREEDOM FIGHTERS 


SUPPORT THE BRAVE PEOPLE OF AFGHANISTAN 
IN THEIR RIGHT FOR FREEDOM AGAINST SOVIET 
AGRESSION AND OCCUPATION. 

All fund^ collected will b<* donated to pro* 
we.stern Afghan resistance groups selected by 
the SOF staff These funds will be used solely for 
the purchase of arms, ammunition and medical 
supplies as specified by the groups receiving 
assistance No funds collected will b<‘ expended 
for salaries or administration 

Donations are NOT tax deductible. 

Send your donation to: 

Afghan Freedom Fighters' Fund 
P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 


ARCLIGHT 

MILITARY EQUIPMENT 
(315) 798-1106 


BDUs 


(]iirrent Issue 
Bntnd Xe^^' 
Sm, Med, \A, XL 


Woodluiid.... 

...*23’" 

Black. 

.. *25’“ 

DevSert.. 

...“25“" 

Ti^erstripe... 

., *25““ 


Pants 

or 

Jackets 


MAI Flight Jacket 


Reversible Orim^e 

Blaek.*36“» 

O.D.*36»“ 


Gerber Knives 


BMP. 

TAG II.*65“« 

MKI.*38»« 

GUARDIAN.*36“» 


Large Alice Pack 
w/Frume Strops & Hip-pad LG-2 
ALL NEW. 


M-18 Smoke Grenades 

Factory Fresh.*28.“ 

Include ARCLIGHT Catalog 
2310 Portal Rd. 

Utica, NY 13501 


S3.9() 

Postiulc 


82.00 



LEARN GUN REPAIR 


YOU CAN BE AN EXPERT 
GUNSMfTH IN LESS THAN 
SIX MONTHS 

START NOW AND EARN YOUR DIPLOMA 
AT HOME IN YOUR SPARE TIME. f 

OUR FAMOUS STAFF OF EXPERTS WILL TEACH YOU: ' ^ 

• BASIC/MASTER GUN REPAIR • CUSTOMIZING • CHOKES 

• ACCURIZiNG • BLUEING • SPORTERIZING • SCOPES 

• BALLISTICS SECRETS • HOW TO BUY WHOLESALE 

• RELOADING FOR PISTOL AND RIFLE • SHOTGUNS 

• HOW TO GET YOUR FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE 

PLUS MUCH MORE! 

PROVEN METHODS-CHARTS-EXPLODED VIEWS 
ACCREDITED & APPROVED BY STATE & NATIONAL 
AGENCIES & BY THE V.A. FOR Gl BENEFITS 
OVER 40.000 STUDENTS SINCE 1946 

_Send lo r FREE fa cts or Call 602-9 9 0-8346_ 

Please HUSH FREE tacts on how I can become a 
professional gunsmith the QUICK easy home study 
< way No Obligation No salesman will call 

NAME _ AGE __ 

ADDRESS __ 



MODERN GUN REPAIR SCHOOL GA47 
2538 Noth St • Box533B • PHOENIX AZ85Q1Q 



FALKLANDS 


TASK FORCE 
SOUTH 


sophisticated military technology in action! 


ON VIDEOCASSETTE 

A rgentina's surprise seizure of the Falkland 
Islands in the spring of 1982 touched off one 
of the most curious wars in military history. A British 
Royal Navy task force dueled attacking warplanes 
for weeks while supporting a landing force of para¬ 
troopers, Royal Marines, infantry, and armor that 
finally forced the capitulation of the Argentine 
garrison. Though the war was comparatively small. 
It involved some of the world's most advanced 
weaponry and technology. Laser-guided weapons 
and rocketry added a new dimension to the action 
of submarines, amphibious vessels, attack planes, 
and ground forces. This BBC documentary shot 
by cameramen who accompanied Britain's invasion 
fleet and supplemented by Argentine news footage, 
presents a dramatic and comprehensive picture of 
the campaign's political and military aspects. 
Remarkable film of some of the worlds most 
advanced military technology in action is well 
balanced by the human drama of men at war, 
represented by interviews in the field with British 
soldiers who describe their experiences and senti¬ 
ments. (color, 114 minutes) To take advantage of 
this special offer, place your order today Only $39 
plus $2 shipping and handling. Specify Beta or 
VMS. (Foreign orders specify if you want PAL 
standard). Visa and Mastercard accepted. Include 
card number, expiration date, and signature. 
Phone orders call toll free: 1-800-358-1000 ext. 700. 
Free catalog with order. Make checks payable to: 
INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC FILMS, INC. 
Box 29035, Chicago, Illinois 60629. 


NIGHT VISION SIGHT 
AN/PVS-3 HypehMinl 

FEATURES 

• Range 300 to 400 Meters 

• Automatic brightness control 

• Focus 4 Ft. to infinity 

• Weight — 3 Lbs. complete 
(smallest of the military scopes) 

• 18mm Image Intensifier 
Excellent Condition 



SHIPPED COMPLETE WITH 

• Night Vision Sight 

• Daylight Filter 

• Combat Eye Guard 
•AR15/M16&M14/M1A 

Adapt. Bracket 

• Manual • Battery 

• Carrying Case 

$1,695.00 (Plus $16.00 UPS) 

Night Vision Equipment Specialists 
Send $3.00 for our illustrated catalog 

EXCALIBUR ENTERPRISES 

P.O. Box 266, Emmaus, PA 18049 
(215) 791-5710 






WANTED: 

AUTHORS FOR 
SOF ADVENTURE 
BOOKS 

Action Novels Needed On: 


k 


• Vietnam 

• POWs & MIAs 
^ • Counterterrorism 
^ • Special Operations 
^ • Mercenary Actions 
^ • Related Action Subjects 

k 

Submitted manuscripts must be 
fiction, must be exciting reading, 

^ must be 70,000-125,000 words in 
^ length, must be technically 
^ accurate, and must project an 
^ authentic, “you are there** feel. 

^ Series potential is desirable. All ^ 
submissions receive an initial ^ 
editorial review within 60 days of ^ 
^ receipt. 

^ Address queries and submissions 
(including return postage) to: 


SOF ADVENTURE BOOKS 
P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 




k 

5Y 




THE HOUND DOG 


Sniffs Out Hidden Transmitters 

Throughtout the world today, corporations, professional 
men, and businessmen are spending millions annually lo in¬ 
sure privacy in their offices and homes where important plans 
and policy making decisions are discussed and formulated. 
The ''HOUND DOG” is a wise investment for anyone who has 
reason to believe that an eavesdropping device is now hidden, 
or may be hidden in the future, in either home or office. No 
radio transmitter, no matter how well it may have been hid¬ 
den, can escape detection by the "HOUND DOG", 

The "HOUND DOG" is an advanced electronic instrument 
designed tor the sole purpose of tocaling hidden transmitters. 
An average size office or room can be thoroughly searched in 
only a matter of minutes. The HOUND DOG” sniffs out any 
transmitters hidden in pictures, walls, desks, chairs, etc., 
regardless of their operating frequency. 

The "HOUND DOG" is simple to use. Single knob adjust¬ 
ment calibrates the meter and any transmitter signal received 
is indicated by the meter movement. By simply sweeping the 
probe past walls, chairs, pictures, desks, etc. the presence 
of any transmitter will cause a rise In the meter reading. The 
meter reading will continue lo rise as the probe approaches 
the transmitter 

We believe you will find the "HOUND DOG” outperforms 
most other units selling for several times the price. This Item 
has been built since 1962. Each one is backed by a S-year 
warranty by us. 


Calibrate 


Probe - 






extends to 
16 inches 

SIZE. .1.6X2.4x8.2 INCHES $195.00 

USES A COMMON RADIO BATTERY 



Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many times more powerful than other transmftters, 
Transmits up to Vi mile to any FM radb -Easy to 
Assemble KN - up to 9V battery (not tnd.) 


$19.95 


Call 305-725-1000 or send $195.00 $5.00 shipping 

for Hound Dog and $19.95 and $1.00 shipping for 
FM Transmitter to USI Corp. PO Box SF'2052, 
Melbourne, FL 32902 COD's OK. For a catalog of 
transmitters, voice scramblers & other specialty items 
eiwtose $2.C^ to USI Corp. 
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LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 

ONLY 

* 12 ” 

Add SI.05 Hndl. 


Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 
Full tang one piece construction. Leath¬ 
er sheath with quick release snap and 
metal boot/belt clip. Money Back 
Guaranteed If Not Fully Satisfied!! 


WESTBURY SALES CO. Dept. BK-4-SF 

373 Maple Avenue. Westbury, New York 11590 


WAR WITH fiMPTY HANDS 

SsH-Defense Against Aggression 


by Lenox Cramer* 

* Former “Elite 5th U.S. Special 
Forces (MACV-SOG) Groups member 
A startling blend of Oriental Martial Arts that 
defeats any other type of empty hand-to-hand 
combat system known, Including knife attacks! 
Intended for “Elite” Military/Intelligence Groups 
and civilians, males/females. SVixSVz, 200 pp, 
73 photos, illustrated, charts, soft cover. 

$14.95, plus $1.50 shipping. 

Ohio residents add 5V2^q sales tax. 
Money-Back Guaranteed if Not Fully Satisfied! 

Catalog $2.00 (free with order). 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED! 

ALPHA PUBLICATIONS 
P.O. Box 92-SW, Sharon Center, OH 44274 


BULLETPROOF 

VEST 

Will Stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds “Threat Level 
II-A” tested in accordance with the NILECJ- 
STD-0101.01. Weighs 23/4 lbs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt. 



Front & Back Protector-$150.00 ppd. 

Detachable Side Panels ...... $27.50 ppd. 


Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov¬ 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 

(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O, Box 1754 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 


NUMBAH ONE T-SHIRTS 

"NO LIE Gl" 


GET SOME! 



"sirj 101" A'' 

W VICTOf? CttAPilE W 



Must Prepare tor War 
T8 BUMPER STICKER $2 

Alwv. legos on CAPS 

CAPS&T.Shltts$9 .^^Each (includes p & h) 

Shirts Screened Front & Back; "No Cheap Charlie!" 
OD available if specified, STATE SIZE & STYLE NO. 
For. Overseas Air Mail add $2.25/tiem. 


SIN LOI PRODUCTIONS 
1105 No Main St. Suite 2A#2 
Gainesville. FI. 32601 


We Carry Many VIETNAM T-Shirts 

Send $2 for Catalog [free with purchase] 




HARMON’S SURVIVAL & 
COMBAT SUPPLIES 

7655 Park Place - Houston. TX 77087 
(1) (713) 641-4549 

U.S. MILITARY ISSUE CAMOUFLAGE 
FATIGUES, BOOTS. KNIVES, & FIELD GEAR 
SURVIVAL & MEDICAL SUPPLIES 
SPECIAL POLICE EQUIPMENT 


NEW 

OVER 250 TITLES OF 


LD.IH 

AimtCA 

SURVIVAL TYPE BOOKS 

angl 


SURVIVAL • MEDICAL 

****3^*^ 1 


SELF DEFENSE • VIETNAM 

1 


WEAPONS • SILENCERS 





mjM PULL AUTO • KNIVES 

REVENGE • GUERRILLA WARFARE 
(Send for Catalog $1.50 or Free With Purchase) 
CORCORAN JUMP BOOTS, 

CAP TOE, G.l. MILITARY 
BEVELED JUMP HEEL $49.95 
MASTERCARD & VISA accepted _ 


SUCCESSORS 
TO 

NUMRICH 

ARMS PARTS 
DIVISION 

B^ND NEW CATALOG* BRAND NEW CATALOG 

As Successors to NUMRICH PARTS DIVISION, 
we are now the World’s Largest Supplier of Gun 

_ Parts! We will con- 

tlnueinNUMRICH 
Tradition in offering 
the New Updated 

E?1cat?LOG Edition Catalog- 

lists and prices of 
the 250 Million Machine Gun, 
Military, Commercial, Antique, Gun Parts we stock. 

SURFACE FOREIGN-$8.95 11 c $A95 
AIRMAIL WRITE FOR QUOTE ' 


THE GUN PARTS CORPORATION 

BOX SOF-4. WEST HURLEY. NEW YORK 12491 



Bear 



Buy Direct at 
Factory Wholesale Prices 

Viet Nam Jungle Boot 

Top quality leather, rubber sole & heel vulcanized to 
canvas upper. Sleet reinforced sole — Nylon webbing on 
sides & top. Steel shank — Leather inner sole. Color OD 
Green. Available in D width only. 



S29 95 List Price 

$ 19.95 

Our Price 


Add $3.00 for shipping and handling. Add $2.00 for 
camouflage boots. Wholesale Catalog FREE with order 
featuring hundreds of quality, survival and sporting 
goods items. 

Call TOLL FREE 1-800-662-BEAR for C O.D.. Mas¬ 
terCard & Visa. Send number & expiration date. In 
Georgia call 1-800-521-BEAR. 

Bear Sports, Inc. 

Dept. 8F47 • P.O. Box 22 • Thomasville, GA 31799 


lltlWICY? 


Avoid BIG BROTHER. 

Best techniques for creating 
COMPLETE PRiVACY! 

Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 
Become “Invisible’’ to Investigators 
Stop Generating Financial Records 
Communications Privacy.. Phone, Mail 
How to Stay Out of Government Files 
Begin Eliminating Negative Records 
How to Create Helpful New Records 
Generating Quick Cash Income 
Hiding Your Assets ■ Privacy Afloat 
Banking Alternatives ■ “Low Profile” 
Privacy from Taxes ■ Nomadic Living 
Multiple Addresses 
Hideouts, Deep Cover 
How to “Disappear” 

ALL THE PRIVACY YOU 
WANT — and MORE! 

Don’t wait! Order TODAY!! 

ONLY $18.95 

^ EDEN PRESS ____ 

I 11623 Slater “C”, Box 8410-AP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728 
I Your (□ Regular P&H, $2.00 (Please add 
■ Choice (□ FIRST CLASS, $5.00 to order.) 
I (California residents please add 6% sales iia.f 

I □ Send latest Book Catalog — FREE. 

I Name - - --- 

I Address - 

I City -- 
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CURRENT REQUIREMENTS - All ads MUST be 
received by the 1st, four months prior to issue cover 
date. Ad copy must be typed or written clearly with 
authorizing signature, telephone number and pay¬ 
ment. Advertisers offering information packets for a 
fee must send a sample of packet. Cost per insertion 
is $1 per word — $20 minimum. Name, address and 
telephone are to be included In the count. FOR 
EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 3 words; Boulder, 
Colorado = 2 words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations 
such as A.P., 20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word 
each. Hyphenated words and telephone numbers are 
counted as two words. We reserve the right to 
delete or change any copy which we determine to be 
objectionable. Mail to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Classi¬ 
fied, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 


READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE MAGAZINE DOES NOT VERIFY VALIDI¬ 
TY OF EVERY ADVERTISEMENT AND/OR THE 
LE(5AUTY OF EVERY PRODUCT CONTAINED 
HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER HAVE A PROB¬ 
LEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES OFFERED 
BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD SEEK ASSIST¬ 
ANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL INSPECTOR 
AND ALSO CONTACT OUR ADVERTISING DE¬ 
PARTMENT. SOLDIER OF FORTUNE DOES NOT 
INTEND FOR ANY PRODUCT OR SERVICE ADVER¬ 
TISED TO BE USED IN ANY ILLEGAL MANNER. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna¬ 
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con¬ 
sult the local law enforcement au¬ 
thorities in their area. 


LE MERCENAIREI Monthly Intelligence newsletter on terror¬ 
ism, communist subversion, covert operations. $15 year. $17 
overseas. Sample $2. LE MERCENAIRE, PO Box 507, 
Fredericktown, MO 63645. (129)_ 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research materials: 
Zapnjder film, photographs, literature, video cassettes. Cata¬ 
log: $3. COLLECTOR'S ARCHIVES, Box 2, Beaconsfield, 
Quebec H9W5T6. (118-lt)_ 

FIREWORKS. HIGH QUALITY, fast service. Price list $1. 
MOUNTAIN STATES NOVELTY, PO Box 90007, Casper, WY 
82609. (116-lt) _ 

MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as $6 a 
month. Not a box number but your own address and suite 
number. Also available—phone number, remailing, mail for¬ 
warding and more. ALL CONFIDENTIAL. For information en¬ 
close a stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE, 3341 W. Peoria Ave., 
Phoenix, AZ 85029. (602) 993-7534. (114-lt) 



BUSHPILOT WINGS 

g5.95 RHODIUM 

CATALOG WITH PURCHASE, 

P.O. Box 20378 • DaUas, TX 75220 


WW II WAR SOUVENIRSI Includes daggers, swords, hel- 
mets, everything! Illustrated catalog $10 (refundable). DISCO, 
Box 331-X, Cedarburg, Wl 53012. (119) _ 

WWII GERMAN MILITARIA: Insignia, flags, medals, uni¬ 
forms, daggers, camouflage, books. World's biggest catalog, 
including 2 large posters, $2. KRUPPER, Box 177SF, Syra- 
cuse, NY 13206. (132)_ 

VIETNAM COLLECTOR? Veteran? Patches, books. Dl pins, 
T-shirts. New: Grenada, Lebanon tributes. Catalog $1. SAT- 
CONG, Box 177VF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (115) _ 

FIREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Send $1 for a color catalog to 
ACE FIREWORKS, PO Box 221, Dept. F, Conneaut, OH 
44030. (115-lt) 



MILITARY COLLECTORS 

ostpald. • German War Badges • postpaid. 


Sub — Iron Cross — Wound 

Your choice any one = $8.00 or all 3 = $20.00. All are 
full size, not miniatures. These made from originals. Your 
choice W.W. ^^1 or ff2 (state choice). We have most 
complete stock of W.W. #2 German badges-caps-flags, 

etc. in u.s. 


Postpaid. (Sent free with any order). 

Our 224 page fully illustrated CATALOG $3.00. 

W.W. Ltd. Box 2063-F, St. Louis, Mo. 63158 


THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY—Many unusual, informative 
books on Electronic Surveillance, Weapons, Investigations, 
Unusual Technologies, Documents, etc. Free Brochures: 
MENTOR, Dept. G-2, 135-53 Northern Blvd.. Flushing. NY 
11354. (117-lt)_ 

BRITISH MILITARIA, Authentic collectibles from the 1800'sto 
date. Royal Air Force, Royal Navy, Royal Marines, Parachute 
Regiment, S.A.S,, Insignia, Headwear, Badges, Uniforms, 
Medals, Boer War Helmets, etc. Send $3 for catalog, $12 
overseas. BRITISH COLLECTIBLES LTD.. Dept. A.. 
2113 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90403. (119-lt) 

GENUINE U.S. MEDALS—Collect/U.S./Foreign Decorations. 
FASCINATING NEW HOBBY. Silver Star— $50; Bronze 
Star—$35; Armed Forces Expeditionary—$15; Vietnam Ser¬ 
vice— $15; Vietnam Campaign/Sterling Yearbar— $35; Add 
stamp in trade and $4 postage. Most other medals available. 
SASE FOR FREE LIST. MARTIN LEDERMANN, 21 Naples 
Road, Brookline. MA 02146. (617) 731-0000. (117-lt) 

REMAILING: West Germany. $2 includes postage. Confiden¬ 
tial forwarding, receiving, holding. Brochure SI. TWG, Post- 
fach 1515, 6460-M Gelnhausen, WEST GERMANY. (118) 

BRITISH/SCOTTISH MILITARIA COLLECTORS REGIMEN¬ 
TAL Insignia, Blazer Crests, Ties, Plaques, Tankards, etc., of 
Elite British/Scottfsh Regiments, SAS, Para, Guards, etc., and 
RAF. Also Scottish Clan Regalia, weaponry and miniatures. 
Import catalog $2. BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS, Dept. 6, PO 
Box 50473, Nashville, TN 37205. (115)_ 

MILITARY POLICE: Send $1 for prices on shirts, hats, patch¬ 
es, buckles, etc. MEAN STREETS, Dept. SOF, Box 88, Bos- 
ton, MA 02123. (116-lt)_ 

CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2 for Police Catalog. B-PEC, Dept. 
SF1186, Box 444, Los Alamitos, CA 90720. (127) _ 

OUR INTERNATIONAL OFRCE will receive, forward, and 
remail your correspondence anywhere in the world. Security 
and confidentiality guaranteed. Free details. THE MANHAT¬ 
TAN TRANSFER. Suite No. 8,36 Sol Lang Suan, BANGKOK 
10500 THAILAND. (115-1) 


rssuE 


Gl SUPPLY R.R.#1BOX 782 Dept. soT 
AUGUSTA,N.J-07822 

u.s. LARGE COMBAT 

FIELD PACK 

with frame ilcz-alici mck) 

^ $11000 

I I W SPECIAL 

Original and current Gl issue Long Range Special 
Mission Model has a Iota! of 6 outside pockets. 
'D' rings inside the malrt compartment to shorten 
pack if net filled to capacity. Our pack is complete 
with G! Frame straps. Kidney Belt, etc. Rip Stop 
O.D. Nylon wilt carry 70 lbs. easy. 

ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS; Money Order, perunal 
checks or Visa & Master Card gladly accepted. NO 
__ COD’S. All merchandise Is lOlW guaranteed, fleiidents 

201 - 875 - 3252 ^^ oi Alaska, Hawaii and Puerto Rico add 5^ for shipping. 



Send $1.00 
For 200 Item Catalog! 


R&R BANGKOK 1987, whether you enjoyed it, or missed out 
on It, Bangkok is stilt fantastic. We’re organizing a group of 400 
VN Vets for 10 days. R&R that will definitely put a smile on your 
face. Complete details write: R&R, Suite No. 6, 36 Soi Lang 
Suan, Bangkok 10500 THAILAND. (115-2)_ 

FREE 32-PAGE PRIVACY CATALOG! Low-profile methods. 
Asset protection. Secret hiding places. Cash income opportu¬ 
nities. EDEN PRESS, PO Box 8410-SR, Fountain Valley. CA 
92728. (116-1-It) 

FREE MONEY SOLUTIONS CATALOGI Get new credit, jobs, 
degrees. Home businesses. Cash income opportunities. 
EDEN PRESS. PO Box 8410-SP. Fountain Valley, CA 92728. 
(116-2-lt)__ 

DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Protect property. Win custody you 
want. Sharpest tactics revealed. 228-page book, $14.95. 
Guaranteed. EDEN PRESS, PO Box 8410-DD, Fountain Val- 
ley, CA 92728. (116-3-lt) _ 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations all states and Federal Gun 
Laws, both $4. Police catalog $2. SCHLESSINGER. PO Box 
882, New York, NY 10150. (114) 


RHODESIAN/SOUTH AFRICAN War/Hunting books un¬ 
obtainable in USA. Write: GALAGO PUBLISHING. PO Box 
404, Alberton 1450 SOUTH AFRICA. Free catalog. (116-R) 

TRACE MISSING PERSONS. Big money, adventure, learn 
how. PO Box 1132Y, Doylestown. PA 18901. (115) 

MURPHY’S LAWS OF COMBAT OPERATIONS: dozens of 
entertaining, thought-provoking maxims on 24x36 illustrated 
poster in tube mailer. For Veteran, enthusiast alike. Send 
$6.95 postpaid to: ARCLIGHT, Box 58170-SF6. Suite 1045, 
Houston, TX 77258. MONEY BACK IF NOT DELIGHTED. 
(114-KEY) _ 

FOREIGN PASSPORTS. 21 countries detailed, latest 
loopholes. Legal requirements. "Back-door” maneuvers. Free 
details. EDEN PRESS, Box 8410-FP. Fountain Valley, CA 
92728. (116-4-tt)_ 

FIREWORKS, ROCKET SUPPLIES AND RELATED ITEMS. 

Catalog $1. NORSTARR, PO Box 5585, Pocatello, ID 83202. 
(121-It) _ 

30% OFF GERBER KNIVES! No minimum order required! 
Send $1 for complete catalog! KNIVES, Dept. SOF, 52 
Edmund, Uniontown, PA 15401. (114)_ 

DEGREES IN POLICE SCIENCE— Bachelor’s. Master’s and 
Doctorates can be earned through HOME STUDY. Degrees 
are also obtainable in Psychology, Hypnotherapy, Sociology, 
Business Administration, Education, Theology and Para¬ 
psychology, For catalog and information about the degrees 
and requirements, send $2 for postage and handling to: ST. 
JOHN'S UNIVERSITY, 31916 Pat’s Lane (SF), Springfield, LA 
70462. (115) 



MERCENARY HANDBOOK— useful to anyone planning or 
participating in Mercenary operations. $12,95 plus $2.95 SH. 
SRG, 316 California Ave., Ste 206, Reno, NV 89509. (115) 

BOOBYTRAP ALARMS, smoke grenades, flares (aerial- 
ground), simulators, pyrotechnics. Catalog $2. /VZTEC, Box 
1888 (Dep’t. S), Noroross, GA 30091. (121)_ 

BECOME A GUN DEALER! Professionally prepared firearms 
dealer kit includes official forms, covers licensing, purchasing, 
records — everything! Lists hundreds of top wholesalers! 
GUARANTEED! $4.95. BUSINESS CONSULTANTS. PO Box 
1232-SOF, Uniontown. PA 15401. (114)_ 

RHODESIAN CAMOUFLAGE. Guaranteed genuine price list 
$1. Elephant hair bracelets $15 each. COMMAND POST, 
3025 Highway 31 South, Pelham, AL 35124. Phone (205) 
663-5678. (116) 



DYSART'S WOLF KEININEL 

MACKENZIE VALLEY TIMBERWOLVES 


you like to have a companion & protector bred 
the largest strain of wolves in the world, like the 
one above? Crossed with the finest German Shepherd 
imports; 'At wolf and up. puppies & trained adults, i 
devote my time to wolves & wolf-crosses only , 
therefore I can provide the Finest. All pups WBA 
registered at no charge. Pictures and info — $5.00, 
CHARLES DYSART 
Box 597, Henrietta, North Carolina 28076 
Phone 704-657-6220 or 704-657-9273 
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NIGHT VISION/SURVEILLANCE 
SEE IN THE DARK IV/m 
ACTIVE INFRARED 
NIGHT VISIDN BINOCULARS 


High quality, used by military worldwide 

Originally Priced in the Thousands 
Special Close Out 
Refurbished Equipment 
Prices Start at $695 

Also available: night vision pocket scopes, 
rifle scopes, binocular cameras. 

For further information, demonstration and 
defivery contact: 

Mr. Fortune 

212-697-8140 

CCS COMMUNICATION CONTROL INC. 
633 Third Avenue. New York. NY 10017 


SERVE FEDERAL SUBPEONAS. Good fees! Must be US 
citizen. Send $2 information package. PROCESS SERVER, 
Box 222-F. Quincy. MA 02171. (115)_ 

SPIES WANTED FOR THE ORIENT. If you’re looking for the 
ultimate in real adventure, steeped in the my^que of the 
crossroads of Asia, then our Espionage Holiday is for you. 10 
days and nights, single $3999, couples $4999. FREE DE¬ 
TAILS, MTCOL, Suite No. 6, 36 Soi Lang Suan, Bangkok 
10500 THAILAND. (116)_ 

FREE KUNp FU LESSONS. Guaranteed satisfaction. Send 
$1 for postage; McLISA, PO Box 1755, Dept. SF87-D, Honolu- 
lu, HI 96606. (122-KEY)_ 

UNUSUAL BOOK OFFER: over 425 action trtlesi Many hard- 
to-find books. One of the largest selections found anywhere! 
Most everything our competitors sell plus much, much morel 
Catalog of eye-opening rare titles $2. ALPHA PUBLICA¬ 
TIONS, PO Box 92-SF, Sharon Center. OH 44274. (118) 



—KIMBERTAL— 


The Most Sought after Name in 

Doberman Pinschers 
and Rottweilers 

Champ.-sired pups bred tor 
superior size, conformation, 
impeccable di.sposition. 

FULL HEALTH & TEMPERAMENT 
GUARANTEES 

.SHIPPING WORLDWIDE—< 

American Express,'Visa 
and Ma.'iter Charge 


KIMBERTAL KENNELS 

RFD1 Kimberton, Penna. 19442 215-933-49B2 or 933-3600 


MICROTRON Technical Surveillance Equipment. CRYSTAL 
TRANSMITTERS, TRACKERS. RECORDERS. NIGHTVIEW- 
ERS and COUNTERMEASURES. Restricted Uw Enforce¬ 
ment Catalogue, $25 (refundable). Surveillance device 
schematics portfolio, $50. Surveillance tactics manual $25. 
General catalogue, $2. Send orders: MICROTRON, 42 - 38th 
Street. Wheeling, WV 26003. VISA/MASTERCARD card- 
holders call; (304) 233-6007. (117)_ 

ENGINE OVERHAUL KITS; Clevite .77 rod and main bear¬ 
ings, piston rings, gaskets. 263-350 Chevy only $59.95. 
Others/quote. Wholesale catalog $2. ENGINE SERVICE 
GROUP. Dept. SOF, Box 13053, Lansing, Ml 48901. WE SHIP 
COD. CALL (517) 322-0263. (116)_ 

MARTIAL ARTS— Certificates, cards. Your name, rank. belt. 
Free brochure. KENWOOD, Dept. S., PO Box 66, Long Green, 
MD 21092. (114)_ 

EMBLEMS. SHIRTS, JACKETS CUSTOM EMBROIDERED, 
any quantity. SOLDIER EMBROIDERY CORPORATION, 
1929 East 52nd Street, Indianapolis, IN 46205. (317) 257- 
1424, (117-lt)_ 

ALASKAN FISHING JOBS. BIG MONEY EXCITEMENT. 
Send $3 (refundable) to: JC THOMPSON, 2508 Fifth Ave. 
#121-8, Seattle. WA 9B121. (119)_ 

STUN GUN 45,000 VOLTS, with belt clip $45. GUARAN- 
TEEDI LE.S. INC., POB 2165, Key Largo, FL 33037. (116) 

RANDALL KNIVES CUSTOM KNIVES. Immediate delivery. 
No waiting! NORDIC KNIVES has about 200 in stock at all 
times. Glossy color photos of the knives are included with our 
list. List prices are $2 for RANDALL; $3 for CUSTOM, or both 
for $4. We are Honorary members of the Knifemaker's Guild 
and a major dealer for RANDALL MADE KNIVES. Address: 
NORDIC KNIVES, 1634-C4 Copenhagen Drive. Solvang, CA 
93463. (805) 688-3612. (117-lt)_ 

WWII REUCSI Cheaper than Globe, WWII Ltd, Collector’s 
Armory! Flags, daggers, medals, insignia, helmets. Illustrated 
catalog $5 (refundable). RELICS, Box 361-D, Cambridge, MN 
55008. (114-h) 


FREE GUNS AND AMMO from our Government. Get Ml 
Garands and ammo (unlimited supply), for the taxes you pay 
they owe you this! Legal and guaranteed. Instructions $10 
CC/MO/CASH. INFORMATION SYSTEMS. Box 4093SOF. 
Star City, WV 26504. (114-2)_ 

WE SELL UNIQUE PROFESSIONAL MANUALS. Ust $2. 
FREEDOM PRESS, Box 4093SOF. Star City, WV 26054. 
(114-lt)_ 

NEW: GERMAN MARCHES ON CASSETTES: ARMY, 
NAVY, STORMTROOPER, $9.95 each. Set of all 7 — $49.50. 
Send SASE for free list. HAMMER, PO Box 1393-SFH, Col- 
umbus, IN 47201. (114-lt)_ 

.50 — CAL. MACHINE GUN BELTS. Enhance your fireplace, 
den, place of business with impressive and unique wall display 
of authentic 1943-4 Frankford Arsenal war Issue .50 cal. com¬ 
plete shells less powder with steel links for continuous belt. 
Excellent condition. Massive 100 rounds nearly 9 ft long. 
$53.50 plus $6 shipping; 50 rounds $29.50 plus $5; 25 rds. 
$17.50 plus $4. Also artillery shells etc. Dealers, gift shops, 
museums, fund raisers, warbird groups contact us for quantity 
prices. "JOE JELINEK, 1201F Cottage Grove, Chicago 
Heights. IL 60411. (312) 758-2183.” (115)_ 

“THE JOY OF REVENGE,” Miss Nasty’s get even book, 
$4.95. MBC-F7. Box 2264, Peoria. AZ 85345. (114) 

MILITARY PATCHES, medals, badges. New updated catalog 
$1 ($2 foreign). PAUL SINOR, PO Box 12230S. Arlington, VA 
22209. (117)_ 

IS IT TRUE you can buy jeeps for $44 through the US Govern¬ 
ment? Get the facts today! CALL (1-312) 742-1142, Ext. 331- 
A. (115) 



MILITARY MEDALS 

WORLD WAR II * KOREA * VIETNAM 




Full Size U.S. and Vietnamese Medals. Ribbons. 
Badges. Fine Display Cases. Miniature Medals, 
Personal Service. Display the valuable Medals 
awarded you or your family. Guaranteed! 
o FREE CATALOG !o 


WRITE TODAY! ► MEDALS, BOX 16279 SF 

R HARRISON P.O. INDIANAPOLIS. IN 46216-9998 


LEGIONNAIRES’ BEST SELECTION of Foreign Legion items 
— badges, kepis, diplomas, uniforms, etc. $3 CASH brings 
illustrated catalogue. LEGIONNAIRES, Gotdenhill Fort, Fresh- 
water, isle of Wight ENGLAND. (114-1)_ 

FOREIGN LEGION 1955 'Lizard' pattern camouflaged Para 
suits, in new condition, as used by Legion Paras in Algeria. 
Payment including freight, in Bankers draft, in Sterling. $140 
equals 93 pounds. LEGIONNAIRES, Goldenhill Fort, Fresh- 
water. Isle of Wight, ENGUND. (114-2) _ 

POLICE QUALITY martial art batons, knives and fighting 
machetes. Brochure $1. RONIN, Post Office Box 1952, 
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130. (114) 


/VIILITARY HISTORY 

ON VIDEOCASSETTES 

See military history os It happened! World 
\Mjr I through the Folklonds campoign. Tke 
other side of World War Ih original German 
combat newsreels and features of the great 
battles. Rare Allied Army and Air Force documentaries. Also Korea, Vietnam, 
and contemporary Soviet Army. Over 300 titles reproduced from original source 
moteriots. tetoWHS, dso PAl Standard. Reasonoble prices, fost service. Write 
or phone for free illustrated catalog. IKnRNATIONAl HISTORIC FILMS, 
Box 39035, Chicago, lllmois 60629, Phone 312 436-8051 



JUNGLE EXPERT T-SHIRT, S-color patch as issued In Pana¬ 
ma by Jungle Warfare School on Airborne Red T-shirt. $8.95 - 
state size. OLD GOAT ENTERPRISES, PO Box 81, Ava, MO 
65608. (114-fldr)_ 

FEDERAL FIREARMS license kit $5 (refundable!) Applica¬ 
tions, Instructions, wholesalers, supplies, gun laws. LONE’S, 
Box 998(FN), Ei Segundo, CA 90245. (114) _ 

SOG-CIA CARD. Famous "GET OUT OF JAIL FREE’’ Viet¬ 
nam spy ID. $3 (2 for $5). LONE'S, Box 998(FJ). El Segundo, 
CA 90245. (114) _ 

ELECTROPLATING home shop manual for metallic and non- 
metaltic plating. Illustrated. $7. LONE'S, Box 998(F), El Segun¬ 
do. CA 90245. (114) 


“U.S. ARMY GUERRILLA WARFARE” 

(FM 31-21 — Large Edition) 

NOW ONLY $7.00 Postpaid 

Free book catalog on request 
Send Cash, Check or M.O. to: 

**KEN HALE*’ 

P.O. Box 395, McDonald, Ohio 44437-0395 
No personal checks, please. 



■THE DAVID SLING 

« LIKE THE SLING OA VID Kit LED OOLLWTK WITH 

TM 


NLY 


M2" 


Use 30 Days 
At Our Risk 


Super powerful David Sling, I 
The Ultimate survival and | 

I hunting weapon. Made of the toughest leather. Can be ” 

■ kept in pocket or worn around head. Incredible 600' I 

range, turns rocks into deadly projectiles. Hunt birds . 

I out of the air. kill varments large and small. NOT A TOY. | 
■ Astound friends, great for Hunters. Farmers. Campers, ■ 
I Backpackers or any Sportsman. Comprehensive I 

. instruction book included. Send $12.95 + $2.00 for | 
I P&H to PHL CORP. Ohio res. add 6% Sales Tax. ■ 

I 9 PHL CORP. S ! 

PARMA, OH 44134 • (216) 241-440^ 


BOUNTY HUNTING I! EXCITING I PROFITIBLEI Be a part of 
the criminal justice system! Prepared by professional bonds¬ 
men. $10. APPREHENSION, INC., PO BOX 5222, NO. LIT- 
TLE ROCK, AR 72119. (116)_ 

NEED FOREIGN PASSPORT??? Complete info on getting 
passports and/or travel documents from a total of 9 Western 
Countries! Send $19.95 plus $2.25 for post/hdig to: O.A.V., 
INC., PO Box 3036, Gainesville, GA 30503. Money Order or 
Check Only. (118)_ 

TV PRODUCER SEEKS film or videotape of mercenaries, 
third-world rebels (left or right) or outlawed political movements 
for cable TV program. For more info, contact S. Dreher, PO 
Box 1329, New York, NY 10276. (114)_ 

GET M.A.D. (Mirror Aiming Device) Reminds the driver be¬ 
hind you to dim his lights. Works like a gunsight for your rear 
view mirror. Guaranteed. $12.95 ppd. Action Auto, Box 608, 
Uplace, LA 70069. (116)_ 

SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candles. Bombs. Pots. 
Grenades) — Largest selection of new smoke products start¬ 
ing at only $2.80 per unit. Excellent for smoke screens, signal¬ 
ing, fire drills, war games. Their uses are limited by your 
imagination. Send $2 (refundable with order) for catalogue of 
these and other items. Signus, Box 33712-WF. Phoenix, AZ 
85067. (114) 
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A- 
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t V, Mll^anse P O- “x 347341 • Cleveland. OH 44134^ 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


RAICRO BUGS Advanced bugging equip J 
mem. Concrete mikes, telephone and pen bugs. J 
and more. Send $2.00 to MICROCOM J 
CORP. tor catalog. Refundable J 
' with purchase. Unbeatable prices. J 
MICROCOM TECH CORP, F J 


PRIVATE U.S. remall service. Letters are POSTMARKED 
HAWAII for $1 each. Packages are $10 per pound. ALOHA 
GOLD II, Suite #655, 643 Wainee F2. Uhaina, Hi 96761. 
(115) _ 

ADVENTURE SEEKERS — Survival courses — led by 
Machete Bill — one of the West’s top instructors! Explorers 
intemationai, 580 Churchill. Fallon. NV 89406. (114) 

FREE CATALOG! ARMY NAVY SURPLUS, collectible re¬ 
galia, medals, flags, weapons. Send (4) - 22C stamps postage: 
Ammo Dump, 2607 Hennepin No.430, Minneapolis, MN 
55408. (115) 


GOLD DOG TAGS 

Turn your treasured Dog 
Tags into a unique piece of 
fine jewelry Finest quality 
24 karat electroplated for 
beautiful finish & durabili¬ 
ty. Makes a great gift! Only 
$19.95 ea..two for $34.95. 
Reproductions $24.95 ea., 
plus $3 p&h. We are offer¬ 
ing a special price on a 
gold filled custom chain for 
only $23.95. Send tag(s) & check or money order to: 
Custom Electro Plating. Dept. F, P.O. Box 476, Horse 
Shoe, North Carolina 28742. Call (704) 891-5019 for 
volume discount Write or call tor Free Full Line 
Brochure. Our 10th Year. 
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NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna- 
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con¬ 
sult the local law enforcement au¬ 
thorities in their area. 


THE CHEETAH CUP, UNIQUE FOLDING KNIFE SHEATH. 

One hand pull for 3^/^" “standard hunter" folders (Schrade, 
Buck, etc.). Custom bids. Information: CCD Inc., PO Box 
21650, Carson City, NV 69701. (115) _ 

BUY KNIVES. CUTLERY ITEMS at wholesale. Save up to 
60%, huge selection, satisfaction guaranteed. Fast service, 
catalog $2. FIRST CLASS. SMOKY MOUNTAIN KNIFE 
WORKS. Box 714SOF. Sevierville, TN 37862. (116)_ 

EXOTIC ELECTRONIC DEVICES. Like James Bonds. Cata¬ 
log, $2. Box 51272, Palo Alto. CA 94303-C. (116) 


ACGIMCNTRI INSIGNIA & UlCAPONAV 

• SAS • RAF • BLACK WATCH 

• PARR • AM • CAMERONS 

• ASDG • AN • GUARDS etc. 



Import Cotolog $ 2.00 

BAITISH RCGAIIA IMPORTS 

DepQrtment-6 

P.O. Sox S0473 * Nashville, TN 37205 


CADILLACS, MERCEDES, PORSCHE, etc. direct from gov¬ 
ernment. Seized in drug raids. Available your area. Save 
$thousands$. 216-453-3000, Ext. A61B4. (114)_ 

NEW BOOK CATALOG every two months — 50-page cata¬ 
log describes over 300 titles. Get the books you want on 
weaponry, revenge and dozens of other subjects! Send $1 to: 
PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 1307-MOF. Boulder, CO 80306. 
(303) 443-7250. (118)_ 

FUN ITEMS, Jokes, Magic, Smokebombs. Hundreds to 
choose. Bring fun and laughter to gatherings. Catalog $2. 
Abracadabra — C-439. Scotch Plains, NJ 07076-0463. (114) 

PRIVATE INVESTIGATION home study course. Free in¬ 
formation. CENTRAL INVESTIGATION. Box 1894A. Provo, 
UT 84603. (116) 


The Gl's Old Reltdble Stand By Fof Yeats 

The Genuine,.Rugged U.S. G.l. Pocket Knife 

NGW iI •■'AviPti > All Sta.niess 


J [ (l| Steel 


: BtERY SURPLUS 11.95 

OMioasoi'i ppd 

Ust of Other Surplus Items 50% (Refundable} 


Special 


CARIBBEAN; LI VE, WORK, INVESTI Full details and sample 
report $5 U.S. (refundable) cash, check, m/o. Start packing! 
Caribbean Review, Dept. F, Suite 1001, 105 Cherryhill, Lon- 
don, Ontario. Canada, N6H 2L7. (114)_ 

GUN DEALER KITI Applications, instructions, "Guide”, 
wholesalers, $4 (refundable). Allied, Drawer 5070FN, Glen- 
dale, AZ 85312. (114) _ 

MORE VIETNAM MAPS! 15 map kit, $7.95. 1:50.000 patrol 
“Quads" catalog, $1.95 (refundable). Agent Orange/Firebase 
map FREE for SASE. All above $8.95. Allied, Drawer 5070FV, 
Glendale, A2 85312. (114) 


MOVING? 


PLACE LABEL HERE 


NR/ns 


street 

Apt. no. 


Citjr/State/Zip 


Mail it to: SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine, 
RO, Box 348, Mt. Morris, IL 61054 



UHlfORM 


50% Poly 50% Cotton 
Sizes; XS/S/M/L/XL 


U-26B in Black $30.00 

U-26W in White $35.00 

U*26C Woodland Camo $35.00 


Include $1.00 for Catalog and Shipping 

M & M ENTERPRISES 

P.O. Box 445 Dept. SOF 
Island Lake, IL 60042 

815/455-3403 Dealer prices available 


“SWAT SECRETS and unusual strategies", $3 Allied, 
Drawer 5070FW. Glendale. AZ 65312. (114)_ 

ORIGINAL CIA Black Book of improvised weapons, 2 giant 
volumes reduced to pocket size. $11.95 ppd. GROUND 
ZERO, PO Box 335A. Croton, OH 43013. (114) 


MILITARY SURPLUS — Gas masks, filters, military clothing, 
equipment, decorations, manuals. Self-addressed stamped 
39c envelope for catalog. J.R. Sales, Box 42S3F, Lancaster. 
CA 93539-4253. (114)_ 

SMOKE PRODUCTS — Grenades, Pots, Bombs at unusually 
low prices. Buy from the source and save. Send SASE and two 
stamps for details. Southwest Smoke Distributors, Box 5414- 
SF, Phoenix, AZ 85010. (116) 


U-BOAT CAPTAIN'S CAP 

White top Gold insignia and visor braid 
Leather chin strap State size wanted S8900 

' Knights Cross with its 17 neck nbbon 
and oak leaf with swords $2i 00 
We pay postage Our 224 page fully illustrated 
catalog S300 (FREE with order) 

W.W. #2 Ltd., Box 2063 "F St. Louis, MO 63158 



WATER DOME PURIFICATION SYSTEM: Ensures pure 
drinkable water. Highest quality available. Home and field use. 
Information $1. Brugere Distributors, 11935 Lillian, Des Peres, 
MO 63131. (114)_ 

BUMPERSTICKER PRINTER. Cheap, Simple, Portable. 
Free Details. Bumper, PO Box 22791 (ABM), Tampa. FL 
33622. (115)_ 

FREE CATALOGI DISCOUNT PRICES! MRE’S, Freeze 
Dried & Storage Foods. TOP BRANDS + VITAMINS. Survival 
Supply Co.. Dept #5, 15010 Keswick Street, Van Nuys, CA 
91405. (818) 902-0386. (116) 


LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 

ITALIHH MMATIC tear GAS GUN 



$9£n 


POSTPAID 


Fires 22 cal. tear 

S as or blank ammo. 

olid metal. 6 shot, 
fed. Rcqjid firing. Wl 
structions. 


1,0 snipment to 
New Yoikot 
Celifoinia. 


oney back guarantee. 

WESTBURY SALES CO. 

SP.O. Box 434, Dept. TA-4-SF. Westbury, New York 11590^ 


BUMPER STICKER — VIETNAM VETERAN AND DAMN 
PROUD OF IT$ 3/$4 6/$7. Special Sates, Box 741, Rose- 
mount, IL 60018. (118)_ 

CANADIAN MILITARY SURPLUS — SSF Airborne Jump- 
smocks, $94.95, Cdn Boonie hat $7.95, Cdn Army Arctic 
Sleeping Bags $64.95, OD Tanker coveralls $49.95. Flyer $1. 
Free Beret with order. Easy USA delivery, F.S.E., Box 22216, 
Same, Ontario, Canada, L4M5R3. (114)_ 

RANGER-AIRBORNE-BODYGUARD training catalog and in¬ 
formation, $4 ($6 foreign). CSTC, 2020 Nortii Broadway, Suite 
103, Santa Ana, CA 92706. (115) 


LAW BADGES AND PATCHES send $1 for list or $6 for 12 
monthly lists. BPEC, Dept. SF1286, Box 444, LosAlamitos, CA 
90720. (125) _ 

FIREWORKS: Fun, safe, top quality, lowest prices, catalog 
$1. WESTSHORE FIREWORKS, INC., 6641 E. Dewey SI6, 
Fountain, Ml 49410. (123)_ 

BLACK BAG TRICKERY. Fool your friends and enemies. 
Marked trick cards $14.95/deck. Specity Tally-Ho/Bicycle/Bee, 
check or m.o. Catalog of Dirty Tricks. $2 to: MME, PO Box 
1239, Cooper Station, New York. NY 10276. (116) 

COMBAT ESP — Writer wants to hear from combat vets with 
esp experiences that helped keep them alive. Two dozen 
Namvets — SEAL, 101st Airborne, USMC, Phoenix, Laos '60, 
Americal — have helped with the book already and the book at 
last has a publisher. Write Bruce McAllister, Writing Program, 
University of Redlands, Redlands, CA 92374. (114) 

EAST GERMAN ID “Auswels" cards in Russian/German with 
red soviet seal. Unissued, room for photo. Origin unknown. $6. 
D. Ewing, Box 993, Montpelier, VT 05602. (114) 


WANTED; MILITARY, SURVIVAL, ADVERTISERS! FREE 
30-word advertisement on Survival newsletter) Excellent 
newsletter for buyers, sellers. SAMPLES $2. Bimonthly sub¬ 
scription; $14. SURVIVAL INTERNATIONAL. BOX 442, 
CORONATION. ALTA, TOC-1 CO, CANADA. (114) 

INTERNATIONAL PRIVATE MAIL RECEIVING/FORWARD¬ 
ING SERVICE. Street or Box Number. 11140 Westheimer, 
Houston. TX 77042, (713) 783-2919. Visa/MC (114) 

Alaskan retreat. Secluded mountain homestead. Others. 
DeltAK Realtors. Box 231, Tok, AK 99780. (114) 


LEATHER 

BACKPACK ® 29 ®° 


HISTORIC EXPLORERS of America 
required backpacks that were tough! 

Now YOU can enioy the richness 
(smelt that leather) and durability ot 
soft, 100% leather in this modem ver< 
slon of (he famous trail pack of 
yesteryear. Rich golden color. All 
chrome hardware. Roomy 14’’x17’‘x6" 
cargo compartment plus 3 handy ex* 
pandable outside pockets. 2" wide ad¬ 
justable shoulder streps. Otters 1,000 
uses for any ourdoorsman end o touch 
of dass for those “long hours on the 
trail." Send S20.S0 -r $2.00 deUvery. 

Use 30 days, money back it rxit 
pleased. MasterCard A Visa accepted 
(phone 312-445-6166). C.O.O. require 
$5. deposit. Oder today! Midwest Company, Dept. L-36t 1,9043 S. Western 
Ave., Chicago, ILL 60620. Speda) 2 p^ for iss prepaid. Our 50th year. 


BONUS; ORDER NOW 
RECEIVE A COMPASS FREE 



BAGPIPE BAND INSTRUMENTS, embroidered badges, col¬ 
lector metal badges, uniform accoutrements, write to: GEOF¬ 
FREY ENTERPRISES. RAILWAY ROAD, SIALKOT. PAKIS- 
TAN. (FREE CATALOGUE). (115) _ 

MILITARY ELECTRONICS; Patrol Seismic Intrusion Device 
(“PSID") TRC-3: $42,50 single transmitter, $147.50/set of 
four, mint condition. CPRC-26 Manpack Radio, Compact, 
Iransmits-receives 46-54 MHz FM, with battery box, antenna, 
crystal: $17.50 apiece, $32.50/pair. PRC-510 Backpack 
Radio, transmils-receives 38-55 MHz FM continuous tuning, 
with battery box, antenna: $34.50 apiece, $67.50/pair R-746 
Receiver, 130-150 MHz single channel: $27.50. R-108 Receiv¬ 
er, 20-28 MHz FM, $27.50 mint. ARC-27 Guard Receiver, 
220-248 MHz single channel AM: $12.50 miht. 45 Day Re¬ 
placement Guarantee. Add $4.50/piece shipping. Baytronics, 
Dept. SOF, Box 591, Sandusky, OH 44670. (114) _ 

EVIL EYE T-Shirt. Target Acquisition "Evil Eye" in three 
colors on Arty Red T-shirt. $8.95 Slate Size. OLD GOAT 
ENTERPRISES, PO Box 81, Ava, MO 65608. (114) 


The Most Powerful 
Slingshot in the world 



Wi> Pay Postage 


More “muzzle’* energy than some .22 cal. cartridges. 

* Shoots 184 gr. lead ball (SO cal.) 200 ft. per sec. 

* Over 300 yard range. 

* Kill instantly grouse, duck, squirrel, rabbit, raccoon, 

cat, dog, toi, badger, even coyote. 

* Shoots SO cal. holes clear thru l/4'’plyivood. 

* Up to 50 lb. draw (can you pull it ?), 

Slingshot with 4 extra power bands: ^20^ 

Extra power bands: *5** per set. Ammo. *8- per lb. 
D*al«r Inqulriwx OO-Day 

Walcome Money-back Gworontoo 

Will Send C.O.D. 702.361-8341 
Ron Sinclair Vi 1. Wim Spnois Rd lit Ve|ti, N>. I91ZJ 
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BUTTERFLY KNIVES 


The Folding BALISONG 
knives originated in the 
Philippines — used by their 
fighting forces. Now made into 
fine quality hunting knives. 

The blade is of surgical 
steel. The butterfly design 
protects the working 
portion of the knife. A 
lever locks the 
handle securely 
in the open or 
closed position. 

Model K98-P 

5850 Ea. 

and *150 UPS charges 

WEST8URY SALES CO., 

DEPT. P-4-SF 
373 Maple Avenue 
Westbury, New York 11590 



t 



50,000 MAPS! Anyplace! Discounted! Topographies, 
charts. Catalog $3 (refundable). Allied, Box 5070F0, Glendale. 
AZB5312. (114)_ 

Combat military, survival and weapons manuals! Hun¬ 
dreds, list $2. (refundable)! Allied, Drawer 5070FT, Glendale, 
AZ 85312. (114)_ 

Bulletproofing Homes, $3. “Body armor,” $3. “Bulletproof¬ 
ing glass,’’ $3. All three guides $8. Allied, Drawer 5070-FH, 
Glendale, AZ 85312. (114)_ 

OFFICIAL BUSH WINGS — Airborne, pilot. Marine recon, 
submariner, detective badge. Plated, outstanding quality. 
$8.95 ea ppd. Write for free brochure. EAGLE, 2051 Opal Dr, 
Prescott, AZ 86301. 016)_ 

M-43 AFRIKA CORPS style hats— first model, high peak— 
$18.50 ppd. Khaki, black, OD, sizes S,M,L,XL. Camouflage, 
sizes S,M only. 100% cotton, self-lined. EAGLE LTD, 2051 
Opal Dr, Prescott, AZ 86301. (602) 778-5656. (116) 

HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY — Get the goods 
on anyone with this encyclopedia of advanced investigative 
and surveillance techniques, by Lee Lapin. S^/feX11, softcover, 
illus., 244pp. Send $33. ppd to PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 
1307-MFS, Boulder. CO 80306. (114) 


W.W. 11 COLLEaORS 


mm 40.000 


Hals-Sadges Medals of alt Nations. 



Cap (new from 
maker), tan with 
leather vi$or, chin strap 
Eagle pin. State size S, 

or Lg.$58.00 

We pay postage. Our 224 page 
futty illustrated catalog $3.00 
(FREE with order). 


W.W. #2 Ltd Box 2063-T, St Louis, MO 63158 


GOURMET CHILI RECIPES, mild to spicy-hot. Delicious 
"Texas”. “California", “celebrity" and vegetarian-styles, $3 
and SASE. SCHMIDT PUBLISHING, Box 1078-SR, Chicago 
Heights, IL 60411. (115)_ 

MILITARY INTERESTS? What are you looking for? We have 
it! Send large SASE. Battalion Supply, Box S718. Sykesville, 
MD 21784. (115)_ 

HISTORIAN/JOURNAUST would appreciate hearing and 
documenting your verifiable recollections and anecdotes 
about Vietnam era radio communications and operations. For 
survey participation form please write David M. Sites, 
AmConGen-MRS, APO, NY 09108. (115) 


TELEPHONE LISTENING DEVICE 



sirt Icu. in. 


Record telephone conversations In your office or 
home Connects between any cassette or tape 
recorder and your telephone line Stans auto¬ 
matically when phone is answered Records both 
sides of conversation Slops recorder when 
phone (S hung up 


$19.9S EACH 


Oly Oisc Avail 



Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many ixnes more powerful than other transmSler^ 
Transmits up to 'A mile to any FM radio -Easy to 
Assemble Krt - up to 9V battery (not mci.) 

For catalog ot Transmilten. Voice Scramblers and 
other specially items, enclose $2 00 to liSI Corp 


Celt 305-725-10(X) or tend $19.95 * $1.00 
shipping per item to: USi Corp.. PO Box 
SF'2062, Melbourne, FL 32902 COD's OK. 


WAR MOVIE POSTERS, Large 27”x41" color posters $20. 
each. Red Dawn, Top Gun. Rambo, Uncommon Valor, Big 
Red One, Dogs of War. Hundreds of other posters available 
send a S.A.S.E. with wants. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver. CO 
802^1.(114)_ 

AUTHENTIC TIGERSTRIPE FATIGUES, as worn by Elite 
Forces in Vietnam also worn in 'THE GREEN BERETS" Movie 
$^ suit. Matching Short Brim Boonie Hat $15. A.H.A., Box 
21606, Denver, CO 80221. VISA & MasterCard Accepted! 
(114)_ 

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY SUPPLY, 1987 catalog of 
camouflage uniforms & equipment from around the world .50c 
I.M.S., Box 21606, Denver. CO 80221, (114)_ 

RUSSIAN ARMY & KGB CAMO SMOCKS, RED DAWN" 
pattern with hood $52., matching pants $52., paratrooper 
jumpsuits $88., paratrooper sky blue beret & original insignia 
$32., paratrooper badge $17.50, army belts & brass buckles 
$42., LOTS OF OTHER RUSSIAN ITEMS AVAILABLE. List 
.50C A.H.A.. Box 21606, Denver. CO 80221 M.C. & VISA O.K. 
(114) 


“BUSH JUMPER” 



$095 

T EA 


Also Available: 

USMC BUSH RECON (Gold Plate) 
USAF -BUSH PILOT" (Silver Plate) 
USN -BUSH SUBMARINER" 

BOX 3865 

S9r GASTONIA, N.C 28054 


U.S. GRENADES, MK2 “Pineapple", M33 “Baseball" & M26 
“Lemon" $9. each. All have Moving Parts, Inert. A.H.A., Box 
21606, Denver. CO 80221. (114)_ 

BULLETPROOF HELMETS. Israeli Army Kevlar, The Best in 
the World! SPRING SPECIAL $105. A.H.A.. Box 21606, 
Denver, CO 80221. MasterCard & VISA Accepted! (114) 

FOR SALE: Twelve M151A2’s. one Ml51A1. one M718 and 
five M715's. All vehicles titled and uncut. Two RT524’s & one 
R442 with mount cables and ant. Steve Roberts. PO Box 96, 
Newark, DE 19715. (302)-731-4272. (114)_ 

CUSTOM EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS — Cloisonne 
enameled pins, your design excellent quality, low prices, free 
booklet. A.T. PATCH COMPANY, Dept. 133, Littleton. NH 
03561. (603) 444-3423. (116) 


SECURITY 

& 

MIUTARY 


^IV UNIQUE 

CATALOG 

^ I 1987 New 1987 catalog 

CATALOG now available! 

This 48-page mail-order 
catalog features quality 
military and security equip¬ 
ment at discount prices. 
Many items in it you will not 
find in any other catalogs! 
includes U.S., British and Israeli equipment and clothing, 
personal defense products, police equipment, surveillance 
electronics, tear gas/smoke grenades, telephone devices, 
knives, flashlights, optics, military manuals, survival pro¬ 
ducts, genuine military clothing and much more. Discount 
prices, free shippinQ. unique selection, fast service. This 
4^’pngp catalog is an essential catalog for all SOF read¬ 
er^. Price is $2, deductible from first order. 

ALCAN, INC., P.O. Box 2187, Beningha^. WA 98227 


SIGNATURE LOANS — by mail - $1,000 to $10,000. Also 
debt consolidation services — up to $10,000. No co-signers, 
no collateral. No credit checks, details: send SASE to: HENRY 
FINANCIAL SERVICES, 935 Weeks Ave. S.E., Minneapolis. 
MN 55414. (114)_ 

VIET NAM '69 COBRA GUNSHIP ON DESTROY MISSION. 

11x14 Color photo Night Destroy Mission V.C. Camp. Money 
Back Guarantee. $30 Oak Framed $25 Photo. Check or Money 
Order to: ELD®, Enterprises, PO Box 3415, Huntington 
Beach. CA 92605-3415. (114)_ 

CANADIAN MILITARY SURPLUS-SSF Airborne Jump- 
smocks $94.95, Cdn Boonie hat $7.95, Cdn Army Arctic Sleep¬ 
ing Bags $64.95, OD Tanker coveralls $49.95. Flyer $1. Free 
Beret with order. Easy USA delivery. F.S.E., Box 22216, Bar- 
rie, Ontario, Canada L4M5R3. (115)_ 

FOR SALE. Genuine United States Armed Forces surplus 
clothing, individual equipment, packs, boots, survival gear, 
first-aid packets, etc. Send St for our latest catalog to STEVE 
J. PEDERGNANA JR., PO Box 1062, Oak Park, IL 60304. 
(116)_ 

VIETNAM TOMAHAWKS, Same as Issued, new condition, 
limited quantities. $55 ppd. see Nov. 85 S.O.F. Adams, Box 28. 
Whitehouse Sta, NJ 08889. (114) 


OWN THE WORLD'S MOST LOYAL 
TRUSTED AND DEPENDABLE DOG 


THE GERMAN SHEPHERD 



SERVING MAN FOR OVER A CENTURY 


Favored by Military & Law Enforcement 
agencies around the worid. 

1 import these fine quality dogs directly 
from West Germany to you. Untrained 
or trained to your specifications. 
PUPf^ES AVAILABLE YEAR ROUND 
HEALTH & HIPS GUARANTEED. 

Rhine Land Shepherds 

46f East 24th St. Hialeah Fla 330f3 
(305) 823-2040 24 hrs / Brochure $3 
Shipping Available Worid Wide 


THROWING KNIVES, handmade, combat, hunting, profes¬ 
sional, also ninja gear and custom work. Brochure $1. Adams, 
Box 28, Whitehouse Sta., NJ 08889. (114)_ 

ATTENTION MARINES! See our large selection of hats. T- 
shirts, and sportswear with bo!d insignias of the Corps! Free 
brochure available. BULLDOG HAT COMPANY, Suite 301, 
6278 N. Federal Hwy, Ft. Lauderdale. FL 33308. (114) 

POLICE-COMBAT EQUIPMENT — Discounted! Huge cata- 
(og — $1. CROWN. 878A Jackman, El Cajon. CA 92020. (114) 

BADGES. Custom made — your specifications. Huge selec¬ 
tion. Giant catalog, $5. (refundable). CROWN, 878A Jackman, 
El Cajon, CA 92020. (114)_ 

BOOKS — MANUALS. All Subjects — Publishers. Dis¬ 
counted. Huge catalog — $1. CROWN, STSA Jackman, El 
Cajon. CA 92020. (114) 



COMBAT GLASSES 

• fits under gas & scuba mask 

• accepts prescription lenses 


_ Frame only: 

• 524?S 


CA only: 1-800-8474663 
USA: 1-800-634-2255 


Frame with 
prescription lenses 

^54?p5 
1710 S. Hillside 
Wichita. KS 67211 


LICENSED FEDERAL FIREARMS DEALERS make moneyl 
Buy wholesale. Sell guns and ammunition to others at retail. 
Order guns for non-licensees on cost-plus basis. FREE; "Start¬ 
ing Your Own Gun Business" (packed with information for your 
success!). License guaranteed or refund! $7.95. METRO, Box 
2161-SF, Boulder. CO 80306. (114)_ 

BECOME A LICENSED FIREARMS DEALERI Official forms, 
latest BATF instructions. Wholesale sources. License guaran¬ 
teed or refund! $5. MONARCH, Box 65-FS. Golden, CO 
80402. (114) 


ARREST VIolalonfj 

TRAIN > 

FA8T:tf 
AT .<3 
HOME 



Wear the Badge of a 

DETECTIVE 


NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 


• Your spirit of adventure, danger, and 
self reliance can lead you to an excit¬ 
ing career opportunity. Solve myster¬ 
ies, bring criminals to justice, protect 
the innocent. Experts guide you every 
step of the way. Men and women 
needed to work in challen^ng situa¬ 
tions, withstanding hardships, 
^ make on the spot decisions. 
Learn the latest investiga¬ 
tive techniques using special 
law enforcement equipment 
. , the same equipment 
used by the FBI, the CIA, and the Secret Service. Start your 
dwn investigative agency. Save up to 25% and more on all 
equipment. Send for free details. 

Approved by Calif. Dept, of Public luitruct, 

r THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training i 

I DEPT. SF604. P.O. Box 25750, Santa Ana, CA 92799 I 

I Rush nye your "Detective" Career Klt~^o sateaman will call. | 


tMrvtIllfiict ERttipmtM, 
Crtnluolon Kits. 

^te«u TiltphORti. Lai 
ntittart, LockpIcA Guns. 
laNftPreol VttU. totrarad 
NI|M Scopat, Rappafltai 
' 'imairt—ritti HiKh, 
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NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna- 
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con¬ 
sult the local law enforcement au¬ 
thorities in their area. 


MONTANA-NORTHERN IDAHO LAND. 5-40 acres of beauti¬ 
ful productive land in the heart of the Northwest's unpolluted 
wilderness. Some parcels border over a million acres of nation¬ 
al forest. Big timber, mountains, meadows, lakes and streams 
with trophy hunting and fishing. Choose from rural conveni¬ 
ence to mountain top isolation. All with good roads. Four sea¬ 
son living at it’s unequalled best. Timber and mineral rights, 
warranty deed, insured title, easy owner terms. Free 
brochures, maps and photos. Videos available. TIMBERLANO 
WEST. PO Box 1088. Dept. S.F.. Coeur D' Alene, ID 83814, 
(208)664-3870. (114) 


Electronic Bug $24.95 

As you can see, the FM-5 is small. But 
it ca n pick up every whisper in a room 
and transmit it a block away to your 
FM radio. Sound quality is excellent! 
It's easy to use. just snap it on a 9 volt 
battery and hide it. Notice: This device 
is only to be used in conformity with 
Federal, Stale, and Local laws! The 
FM-5 is i ntended for security use only, 
such as listening for suspicious 
sounds in your garage or R.V. 

GUARANTEE If you're not completely satisfied with the 
FM-5, just send it back in 30 days for a full refund! 

Fast j (To Order) 

I Send a $24.95 check or moneyorder to 

I Electronic Pursuits 

I 1269 Broadway 

I Suite 196, Dept. 6A 

El Cajon. CA 92021 


10 

Day 

Delivery 



8 ” 

MbC 
EJadb Hhn 
San STeelh 

IS-" 


Offering 

My Hollow Handle 
Survival & Combat Knife 

Non-Glare Mat Combat Finish 

Only 

$ 225 '’" 


length. 

All stainless steel 
construction with 
combat sheath. 



Knives 



Custom handmade Knives 


by Robert Parish 

1922 Spartanburg Hwy. Hendersonville, NC 28739 
Phone (704) 692-3466 
"Send $2,00 for complete catalog." 



ATTENTION PICKUP TRUCK OWNERSI $700 per week 
possible from your own part-time business. Guaranteed! Write 
— Kingston Dept. 15H. Oskaloosa, KS. 66066-9028. (114) 

PRIVATE DETECTIVE TRAINING SEMINARS in Boston, 
MA. Train with professionals during two-day intensive inves¬ 
tigative and security seminars. Continuing classes in under¬ 
cover, surveillance, employment information, firearm training, 
books, equipment, etc. Send $5 (refundable) for information 
and reservation form. GLOBAL SEMINARS, Box 244, Char¬ 
lestown. MA 02129. (115) 

FRENCH CAMOUFLAGE UNIFORMS, Foreign Legion F-l 
Suit in “LIZARD” camo 4 pocket jacket and pants new $68, 
matching F-1 cap $15. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 
(114) 


U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA: 
1940 through Vietnam 
Large Catalog, $1 
SAUNDERS 

Box 3133-SF • Naples, FL 33939-3133 


WAR WITH EMPTY HANDS — Self-Defense Against Aggres¬ 
sion, by Lenox Cramer former “5th Special Forces Group 
(MAC-V SOG)“ member. A startling blend of Oriental Martial 
Arts that defeats any other type of hand-to-hand combat sys¬ 
tem known! Intended for “Elite” U.S. Military/Intelligence 
charts. 60 Day Money Back Guarantee. $14.95 plus $1.50 
P&H, Overseas $3, ALPHA Catalog $2. (Dealer Inquiries in¬ 
vited.) ALPHA PUBLICATIONS, PO Box 92-WS, Sharon Cen- 
ter, OH 44274 USA. (117)_ 

ORIGINAL CIA Black Book of improvised weapons, 2 giant 
volumes reduced to pocket size. $11.95 ppd. GROUND 
ZERO, PO Box 335A, Croton, OH 43013. (115)_ 

LAW ENFORCEMENT GRADE off-frequen^ transmitter and 
three-channel receiver $900., extra transmitter $400. Steve 
Radio. PO Box 651708, Miami, FL 33165. (115) 
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/STATE MILITIAS 


• SANDINISTA TERROR NET¬ 
WORK — Intelligence expert David 
Segal uncovers Nicaragua’s role in 
international Soviet subversion. San- 
dinista ties to Cuba, Libya, Iran, the 
ComBloc, the IRA, West Germany’s 
Red Army Faction and others openly 
hostile to the U.S. illustrate the Com- 
andante’s true intentions — to fight 
America on its own ground. Study 
this article, then write your repre¬ 
sentatives in Washington and tell 
them to support the Reagan Doctrine 
before it’s too late. 


• STATE MILITIAS — Modern 
minutemen — civilian soldiers — are 
a necessary guarantee against 
tyranny. Our Founding Fathers took 
this for granted. Today we have to 
lobby for it. Read how Brigadier 
General Ronald Markarian of the 
California State Military Reserve and 
others are leading the charge in 
Washington to restore this ultimate 
check and balance mechanism to 
guard against internal threats to indi¬ 
vidual freedom and liberty. 


• BOLIVIAN DRUG RAIDS — U.S. 
Black Hawks and Bolivian “Leopards” 
combine forces to cripple Bolivia’s 
burgeoning drug trade. Raiding se¬ 
cluded drug laboratories with Vietnam- 
style search and destroy missions is 
effective—for a while. Find out who all 
the culprits are in this dangerous game 
and why military resources alone can’t 
win this war. 


• BENELLrS SUPER 90— Benelli’s 
newest shotgun is touted as an im¬ 
proved semiauto version of their 
venerable 121-M1 combat shotgun. 
Now available in this country through 
Heckler & Koch, SOF tells you 
whether the Super 90 was worth 
waiting for. 






• PHILIPPINE NEW PEOPLE’S 
ARMY — SOF goes behind enemy 
lines and takes you inside the ranks 
of communist guerrillas. Poised just 
30 miles from Manila along the Bula- 
can Front, these sophisticated NPA 
guerrillas threaten the future of Phil¬ 
ippine democracy and U.S. strategic 
Interests. 


• SOF — Stay on top of military ac¬ 
tion around the globe with Soldier of 
Fortune Magazine. The CIA and 
KGB rely on us for Intel — so should 
you. If your local newsstand doesn’t 
stock SOF, let us know. We’ll make 
sure they will. Watch for our May ’87 
issue, on sale 14 April. 
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Fortune AdWnture; Books, P.O, Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 

























